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Soil erosion hazard analysis used to produce Table Soil-1. 


Soil erosion hazard ratings are based on the soil's Wind Erodibility Group (WEG), the soil's Ero- 
sion Susceptibility Factor (K), and the slope. A WEG is a collection of souls that have similar 
properties affecting their resistance to soil blowing. The groups indicate the susceptibility to 
blowing and range from | to 8 with | being the most susceptible through 8 being the least suscep- 
tible. The erosion susceptibility factor (K) shows how easily each soil will erode when rain falls on 
bare ground. It is a measure of the susceptibility of soil particles to detachment and transport by 
rainfall and runoff. 


Soils in WEG | to 4, soils with an erosion susceptibility factor (K) of greater than 43, and soils on 
slopes exceeding 30 percent were considered to have a high erosion hazard rating. 


Soil information was taken from the Natural Resources Conservation Service's Soil Survey of 
Owyhee County Area, idaho (awaiting publication). 


Data was input into a geographic information system (GIS) for full area analysis. Digital elevation 
model (DEM) data was first inputed to depict all areas with slopes greater than 30 percent in the 
resource area. Then cach soil map unit was analyzed based on the wind erodibility index and 
erosion susceptibility factor (K) of cach soil component in the soil map unit. For analysis purposes 
it was decided that if more than 60 percent of a soil map unit fit the high erosion hazard potential 
based on wind erodibility index and/or erosion susceptibility factor (K), then the entire map unit 
would be input into the GIS system as having a high erosion hazard potential. 


Erosion hazard, or the susceptibility of a soil to erosion, is the potential inherent in the soil itself to 
erode if the forces that cause erosion are applied to an area that is not adequately protected. Ero- 
sion hazard does not describe past erosion, it describes the possibility of future crosion. 
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L. Stream channel/riparian 


instream and mparian habitat condition was evaluated prior to 1990 by visually estimating percent 
stream canopy cover (over-stream shade), percent bare ground, streambank stability, instream 
channel stability, percent fines covering the stream bottom and instream fish cover at specific 
locations (stations). 


In 1990 and 199! instream-nparian habitat alteration was evaluated by collecting information on 
using greenline vegetation techniques (Burton 1991, USFS 1990). Greenline variables included 
class composition (Burton 1991). Woody vegetation canopy coverage over the stream was mea- 
sured using a solar pathfinder (Platts ct al. 1987). Streambank stability was assessed following 
Platts et al. (1983) and Burton (1991) at the same time greenline vegetation was determined. 
Additional information can be found the Boise District Water Quality Monitoring Plan. 


Al-station nparian data was analyzed in relation to Habitat Suitability Information for rainbow 
trout (Raleigh et al. 1984). Riparian variables were listed within individual grazing allotments as 
bei of neta Gin thie Othend ward 


fine sediment deposition >= 20% 
undercut streambanks <= We 
woody vegetation canopy cover (shade) <= 50% 


herbaceous vegetation/streambank cover <= 75% 
bank erosion - unnatural > = 25% 
% pools <= Wh or > = 70% 


Fish community composition was evaluated using backpack clectro-fishing equipment. Generally 
a minimum stream reach of 20 times the mean width of the stream was sampled. Population 
estimates were done using a multiple pass removal-depletion method (Zippin 1958). Fish were 
identified and trout were measured and weighed to the nearest mm and gram, respectively. 


Ill. Water quality physical and chemical measurements 


Water quality constituents important in supporting beneficial uses were sampled from 1976 
through 1991. Chemical constituents measured included pH, dissolved uxygen, and heavy metals. 
Water chemistry samples were analyzed in-house, the State of Idaho Health and Welfare laboratory 
or at Analytical Laboratories Inc., Boise, Idaho. Physical measurements included water 
temperature and ‘ine sediment deposition. Water temperature was measured using hand-held 
sediment deposition was visually estimated following techniques described by Platts et al. (1987) 
and Burton (1991). 
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General characteristics of satisfactory condition stream/nparian wetland areas in the Owyhee 
Resource Arca include but are not limited to the following: 


Streambanks/Channel/W ctlands 

. The channel type (Rosgen) has developed to the point where it is appropriate for the 
landscape setting and 1s in proper functioning condition: 

. Wetlands hydrology. vegetation and soils reflect proper functioning condition: 
° Stabic, vegetated streambanks/soil surface with a dense root-mass of hydric species, 
with little bare soil, and undercut banks are present on appropnate sites; 
Stream channel width/depth ratios are appropnate for the channel ty; ~: 
Stable stream channels with limited active lateral cutting and no active downcutting arc 
present. 
Incised channels have become stable and have developed an active floodplain which is 
in proper functioning condition, 


Water Quality 

. Channel bottoms do not have an excessive accumulation of fine sediments for the 
channel type. 

. Water chemistry and temperature meet the requirements for cold water biota, salmonid 

. Riparian area does not have off-channel headcuts: 


ean Vegetation 
Herbaceous plant community has good vigor ard is dominated by bank/soil surface 
stabilizing plant species (sedges, and rushes) with cover and density appropriate for the 
site. 

. Woody canopy cover is comprised of a diverse community of healthy nparian species 
with adequate cover and density to provide streambank stability, stream channel shade 
and ~erhanging vegetation appropriate for the site, 

° Regeneration of key shrub species is occurring with all age-classes represented in the 
community on appropriate sites, 

. Shrub species have good vigor and are normal in growth form, not with lower and/or 
upper branches hedged (clubbed or umbrella shapes). 


Biotic Community 


. Viable, healthy, self-sustaining populations of native fish species and aquatic organisms 
reflective of high water quality and habitat conditions in accordance with site potential. 


Appendix * A-3 





The following parameters were used to evaluate histone data for the purpose of describing 
satisfactory condition stream/npanan-wetland areas in the Owyhee Resource Area: 


Unsatisfactory Satisfactory 
Attribute Condition Condition 
Stream Channel Morphologs 
ground water levels how high 
herbaceous streambank cover <75S% >75% 
Stream width to depth ratio high >20 low <15 
bank crosion - unnatural >25% <25% 
Redband Trout 
Shrub canopy coverage <S0% >S0% 
undercut streambanks <wet > we 
riffle/run fine sediment deposition >20% <20% 
percent pools <W* of >70% >W and <70% 
instream cover <25% >25% 
maximum summer water temperature >22C <220 
maximum spawning water temperature >I <13C 
minimum dissolved oxygen concentration <6 mg/l > 6mg/l 
pool depths <30 om (1 ft) > cm 
pH values <6.5 and >9.5 >6.5 and <9.5 
trout densities <0. S/m2 >). Sm2 
Aquatic invertebrate community 
shredders <15% >15% 
collectors/filterers >10% <10% 
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Woodlands, pnmaniy juniper, will be managed through restncted harvesting of forest products for the 
enhancement of other muluple-use values. Woodlands are classified into one of two categones. 


productive woodlands and sonproductive woodlands. 


Productive Woodlands - Forest lands bearing or capable of bearing vegetation products of commercial 
character. The lands are cconormcaily available for commercial use and are otherwise not withdrawn 
from such use. These lands are comprised of seral punaper stands where: 


a Stocking densities are generally greater than 40% crown closure 

b. Slope gradients are less than 35% (25% in granitic soils) 

c. Indications of adequaic regeneration capability are evidenced by mixed age and height 
classes. 

d. Soils are not excessively rocky or characterized by cliffs, rock ledges. and large boulders 
Jumper stands cxist in swales or on slopes beneath such landforms Scils are shallow to 
moderately deep, with loamy texture. 

¢. Little dead material is found on the trees. Crowns are pointed or conical im shape. There is 
evidence of a dimunished shrub understory 


Nonproductive Woodlands - Fore st lands not qualified as having commercial or free-use products 
available duc to mukuple-use management constraints and/or, because of poor growmg conditions or 
maccessitility, will not allow a sustained removal of vegetation resources. These lands include old- 
growth (climax) stands or relatively even-aged mature stands where 


Stocking densities are generally less than 40% crown closure 

Slope gradients are greater than 35% (25% im granitic soils) 

An absence of regeneration capability as evidenced by a lack of mixed age and height classes 
Souls are excessively rocky and landforms are typified by cliffs, rock ledges. and large 
boulders. Souls are generally shallow, with loamy to sandy texture 

e. There is an abundance of dead material on the trees Trees are deformed and have rounded 
crowns. Understory shrub vegetation is generally lacking 


All woodland sites, regardless of age class and soil type, which he within VRM Class | areas or 
wilderness study areas are to be comssdered “nonproductive woodland” zones because of multuple-use 
management constraints VRM Class II areas within special recreation management areas are to be 
identified as restricted cutting zones where woodlands may receive limited cutting if done with a high 
level of viswal sensitivity to protect recreation and scenic values. VRM Class Ii] and I'V areas are to 
be regarded as “productive woodland” zones. provided visually sensitive mayor travel corndors are 
taken into account 


arcce 
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Douglas-fir habitat types (h.t.) are a system of classification of overstory vs. understory vegetation 
on forestlands. The habitat types that are found in the Owyhee Mountains are Douglas-fir/clksedge 
(Psme/Cage), Douglas-fir/Oregon grape (Psme/Bere), Douglas-fir/snowhberry (Peme/Syor). 
Douglas-fir/mountain sweet-root (Psme/Osch). and Douglas fir/mountain mahogany (Psme/Ceic) 


Peme/Cage h.t.( Douglas-fir/elksedge): Normally Cares geyen (clksedge) domunates a 
depauperate undergrowth. Older trees are usually widely spaced and create a park-like 
appearance. Vegetation recovers slowly from disturbance. Natural Douglas-fir regeneration is 
often sporadic and apparently requires shade 


Psme/Bere h.t.( Douglas-fir/Oregon grape): Smal! amounts of aspen may be present. with 
mountain brush and sagebrush. Timber productivity potential is low to moderate. Overstory 
removal will stimulate development of tall shrub layer that 1s benefical to big game but may 


suppress conifer seedlings. Usually found on steep slopes 


Psme/Syor h.t.( Douglas-fir/cummon snowberry): Aspen are common in the smaller trees. with 
a low shrub understory. Timber productivity is usually low to moderate. If aspen is present, 
aspen may increase rapidly after conifers are removed. In some areas, the gentle slopes and 
relatively mild climate provide important wintering areas for big game 


Psme/Osch h.t( Dougias-fir/mountain sweet-root): Slopes are generally moderate to steep. 
with northerly aspects. Normally Douglas-fir in the only conifer on these sites. Aspen and 
mountain brush will invade disturbed areas. Timber productivity is usually high, and will 

regenerate casily wm shade of older trees 


Psme/Cele hi Douglas-fir/mountain mahogany) Douglas-fir 1s usually the only conifer, with 
the trees often widely scattered and with an understory of mountain brush Timber productivity 


is usually low to very low. Tree regeneration is very sporadic 
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This appendix contains specific information for cach of the 154 allotments in the Owyhee Resource 
Area. The information is current as of May, 1999. The resource concerm, identified by an imterdinci- 
plinary team. are those Concerns of most umportance to be taken mmto comuderatian wethen the allot- 


ment. The management objectives are linked to the resource concerns as a way of addressing the 


resource concerms The management objectives are land use plan decrssonms thal are mcorporated into 
the RiP 


All of the resource concerns are subyect to revisson as new information becomes available Addh- 


vonal resource concerms. and the appropnate linked management objectives. may also be mmcorporated 
im the future 


The special status species identified for cach allotment are those species for whch mformation has 
been gathered. A diversity of other special status species 1s also likely to occur withen mow allot. 
ments inchuding several species of bats. nongarne birds. and plants As acw information becomes 
available, including revissons to the special status species list, nt will be uncorporated mmto the RMP 
Refer to Tables SPSS-! and SPSS-2 for information regarding the current list of special status plan 
and animal species 


The additional management considerations section identifies other concerns to be taken mmto comuder- 
anon during implementation of Alternative E. the preferred alternative These additional management 
comuderations which vary among the alternatives. are incorporated into the vanous resource sections 
of Chapter I] - Description of the Alternatives and are included in the analysis of alternatives in 


Chapter [V - Environmental Consequences 
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Alloemem “amber 0450 
Managemen 

Cuicgory (Prorty) impos (Low) 
Publix Actes eee 
Same Acres 0 
Prwate Actes 0 
Tesral Acres ou 


Actuwe Preferemce (AUMs) Ms 
Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 192 
Total Preference (AUMa) $37 


Average Use (1988-1997H AUMes) 298 
Other Forage /Jlocabom 


Wildlife (AUMis) 10 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological condmon may ty umatefactory (more than 


10% ecarty wral cr lews than 47% late wral) 
jumper encroachment cursts 


Rupanan/wetiand coosysierm present 


Speceal status species present (sage growse) 


Additional Management ( omederetion: 
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Management (Objectives 

improve unsatisfactory and masmtasn satrefactory 
vegetanon healthicondmon on all areas VEOE | 
Marta or improve mpanan/eetiand areas tw aflarn 
proper functoning of satiefactory condition RIPN | 


Manage special ates species and habuats to mcrease 
Of mamtan population SPSS | 








Alloument Name: Dougal FFR 
Allotment Number. 0456 
Management 

Category (Priority): Improve (Low) 
Public Acres: 873 
State Acres: $20 
Private Acres: 2,592 
Total Acres: 3,985 


Active Preference (AUMs): 90 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs)- 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 90 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 90 
Other Forage Allocations: 

Wildlife (AUMs): 2 


Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Resource Concerns: 


Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% early seral or less than 40% late seral). 


Riparian/wetland ecosystems present 


M.aagement Objectives: 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 
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Alloument Name: Joyce FFR Active Preference (AUMs) 87 





Alloument Number 0487 Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs)- 87 

Management 

Category (Priority): Improve (Low) Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs) 87 

Public Acres: 1,703 Other Forage Allocations 

State Acres: 958 

Private Acres: 4473 Wildlife (AUMs): 2 

Total Acres: 7,134 Wild Horses (AUMs): 

Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 

10% early seral or less than 40% late scral) vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 

Riparian/wetland ccosystems present. Maintain or improve nparnan/wetland areas to attain 


proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Special status species present (sage grouse) Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |! 


Additional Management ( onsiderations: 


All or a portion of this allotment is within the boundary of the Snake River Birds of Prey NCA. Additional 
management constraints for this area are specified in the Snake River Birds of Prey NCA Management Plan (1996, 
or as may be amended) 








Alloument Name Cliffs 
Alloument Number. 0501 
Management 

Category (Priority) Improve (High) 
Public Acres: 20.971 
State Acres: 380 
Private Actes 280 
Total Acres 21.631 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) $23 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) S8 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Special status species present (plant, redband trout, 
sage grouse, western toad). 


Additiona! Management ( onsiderations: 


Management Objectives: 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL | 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR | 


Maintain or improve nparnan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 


The North Fork Juniper Woodland ONA/ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for this 


ACEC are identifed in Table ACEC-E 


Wilderness Study Area(s) occurs within this allotment. Management activities must conform to the BLM's 
Interim Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review 


River segment(s) found suitable for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River system occurs within this allotment 
Management guidelines for interim protection of potential Wild, Scenic and Recreational river segments are 


outlined in Appendix RECT-1 


A portion of this allotment is within the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Management constraints are identified in Objective RECT 7 Alternative E 








Allooment Name Long Valley 
Aliounent Number 0502 
Management 

Category (Prority) improve (High) 
Public Acres: 3.7%6 
State Acres 0 
Private Acres 23 
Total Acres 3,779 


Active Preference (AUMs) 800 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 284 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 368 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) i] 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





10% carly seral or less than 40% late scral) 
Juniper encroachment cxists 


Perennial surface water present 


Ripanan/wetland ecosystems present 


Special status species present (plant, redband trout) 
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Management (bjectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL | 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 











Alloument Name Piet Crock 
Alloument Number 0503 
Management 

Category (Prority) Improve (High) 
Public Actes 11.693 
State Acres 947 
Private Acres 6.634 
Total Acres 19.273 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nomuse (ALUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-19970 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 73 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Resource Concerns: 


Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late scral) 
Jumper encroachment cxists 


Perenmal surface water present 


Ripanan/wetiand ecosystems present 


Special status species present (redband trout) 


Additional Management ( onsiderations 


Management Objectives: 
Improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |! 


Meet or cxceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to crease 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 


The Cinnabar Mountain RNA/ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for this ACEC are 


identifed in Table ACBC-E 
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Allotment Name Jackson Crock 
Alloument Number 0506 
Management 

Category (Prority) improve (Medsum) 
Public Acres 5.548 
State Actes 4711 
Private Acres 862 
Total Acres 10,122 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-19972 AUMs) 923 
Other Forage Allocations 


Woidiefe (AUMs) y 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly scral of less than 40% late ocral) 


Crucial tig game winter habitat present (mule deer) 


Special status species present (plant. redband trout, 
sage grouse) 


Additional Management ( onsiderations 


Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR ! 


Maintain or mmprove mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
ditribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habviats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 


The Sommercamp Butte RNA/ACEC occurs within this allotment Management constraints for this ACEC are 


identifed in Table ACBC-E 
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Alkamenm Name Reyacids Crock 
Alloomen Number 0S08 
Management 

Category (Prority) improve (Low) 
Public Acres 4.58 
State Acres 2.289 
Private Acres 384 
Total Acres 47011 


375 
2.797 
6.672 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 

Total Preference (AUMs) 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 5388 
Other Forage Allocation 


Wildlife (AUMs) 91 
Wild Horses (AUMs) Hardirigger HMA Total: 1176 





High crosion potential exists on greater than WS of 
(Or contains bocal- 


Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% ecarty scral or jews than 40% late ocral) 
Nouows weeds present 


Perenmal surface water present 


Ripanan/wetiand ecosystems present 


Crucial tug game winter habitat present (mule deer) 


Special status species present (bighorn sheep, burrow. 
ing owl, collared lizard, curlew, plant, redband trout) 


Wild horse Herd Management Area present 


Management Objectives: 


Improve umsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
watershed health/condmon on all areas SOIL | 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamtam satisfactory 
vegetation health/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintamn or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
or mamta populations SPSS | 


Maintain wild and free-roaming horses at appropriate 
management levels. WHRS | 











Abounem “Name Boulder Bridge Active Preference (AUMs) 225 

Alioomem Number 0509 Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 225 

Management 

Category (Pnorty) improve (Medrum ) Average Use (1988-19970 AUMs) 219 

Public Actes 1.865 Other Forage Allocation 

State Actes 0 

Private Acres 162 Wildlife (AUMs) i 

Total Acres 2,027 Wild Horses (AUMs) 

Resource Concerns: Management (Objectives 

Ecological cordition may be unsatisfactory (more than improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 

10% carly seral or jews than 40% late scral) vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 

Perenmal surface water present Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standard. 
WATR I 

Rupanan/wetiand ccosysiems present Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to aftain 
proper functioning or sativfactory condition. RIPN | 

Special status species present (redband trout, sage Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 

grouse) or maintain populations. SPSS | 


A-16 * Appendix 





Allooma Name Secoor Crock Active Preference (AUMs) 1.703 
Allouncnt Number OSi1 Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 1,703 

Management 
Category (Prority) improve (High) Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 1474 
Publac Acres Idaho 12.366 Other Forage Allocatboms 

Oregon 74 
State Actes 1,243 Wildiife (AUMs) 9 
Private Acres: idaho a79 Wild Horses (AUMs) 

Oregon 3 
Total Acres 14.565 








Resource Concerns: 

High crowon potential cxists on greater than WW of 

the public lands im this allotment. (Or contains local- 

ized arcas with a ngh crowon potential duc to soul type 
and/or parent maternal ) 


Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or lees than 40% late seral) 


Perennial surface water present 


Riparian/wetland ccosysiems present 


Crucial big game winter habitat present (mule deer) 


Special status species present (plant, redband trout, 
sage grouse) 


Additional Management ( onsiderations 


Management (Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL | 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR |! 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetiand areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
Getribution of wildlife habtat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 


The Coalmine Basin RNA/ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for this ACEC are 


identifed in Table ACEC-E 
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Actrve Preference (AUMs) 412 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 412 


Average Use (1988-1997 "1 AUMs) 360 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs):Hardtrigger HMA Total: 1176 





Additional Menagement ( onsiderations. 


Management (Objectives: 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamtain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL | 


improve unsetisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 


Maintain wild and free-roaming horses at appropnate 
management levels. WHRS | 


The Squaw Creek RNA/ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for this ACEC are identifed 
in Table ACEC-E 








Alloumenm ‘Name Alkal-Wohdécat 
Alloamen’ Number osi4 
Management 

Category (Prority) improve (High) 
Publx Acres 6.210 
State Actes 0 
Private Acres 0 
Total Acres 6.210 


Actwe Preference (AUMa) 
Suspended Nomuse (AL/Ms) 0 
Total Preference (AUMe) 


Average Use (1988-1997K AUMc) 272 
Other Forage Allacabom 


Widite (AUMs) j 
Wild Horses (ALUMa) 





Additional Managemeni ( onsiderations 


Management (Objectives 
Improve umatifactory and manta satisfactory 
vegetanon health/condimon on ali areas VEGE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetiand areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 


The Jump Creek ACEC and Squaw Creek RNA/ACEC occur within this allotment. Management constraints for 


these ACECs are identifed in Table ACEC-E 
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Acuve Preferemoe (ALM) 





Aloomen “ame 
Albemenr Sumter ase Suspended “omuse (ALM: ou 
Tosal Preference (ALM) 2 

C megory (Prarwy) beng (High) A veragr Use (1ORR- 1997 AL Ma) 1261 

Publix Acres 21.989 Other Forage Allacatom 

Seme Acres 12» 

Prewate Acres | 847 Widiele (Al'Ma) 24 

Total Acres 24 665 Wild Morees (AUMs) Black Mee HMA Taal 540" 
HarGeigger HMA Teas) 1176" 

Resource ( oncerm Management (Mbp tives 


Ecotogixcal condmon may be unsatiefactory (more than 
10% ecarty seral or lees than 40°% late wera!) 
Noten weed: present 


Perenmal surface water present 


Improve umsatesfactary and masta .satrefactory 
vegetation healttycondmen on all areas VEGF | 


Meet on exceed Suse of idaho water quality) vandards 
WATR |! 


Martian of emprove npanan/wetiand areas wo atiaen 
proper functomeng or satisfactory condmeon RIPN | 


Marta of enhance the comdimon abundance ond 
Geuribation of wildlife tate = WDLF | 


Manage special status qpecies and habuiats to mcrease 
or mamtan populanon SPSS | 


Marntan wild and free roameng horses af approprate 
management levels WHRS | 


*Hemungway Bune pasture (|) 1 ether the Black Mowntarn HMA and Opaiene Hardtngger and Prute pastures 


(3 4 and S) ave withen the Hardtngger HMA 
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; 
i 


| 


0517 


ff 


in 


improve (Low) 


42,14) 
1,732 
1.229 

45.104 


ity 
pif 


é 
i 


Actrve Preference (AUMs) 2s 
Suapemded Naomuse (Al Ms) 
Teaal Preferemce (AUM:) 
Average Use (1988-1997 H AUMas) 2.108 
Oier Forage Allocation 


Weidiefe (AUMa) as 
Wild Mores (AUMse) Black Mee HMA Total 540 





Additions: Management ( cmsnte: ethene 


Management (Myectives | 


improve umatesfactory and mamtan sateefactory 
emervhed healttycondmen on all area SOT | 


leprove unsatesfactory and mamta satesfactary 
vegetation health/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho eater quality standards . 
WATR |! 


Maentarn of emprove mpanan/wetiand areas to atta 
proper functonmng of satefactory condmon RIPN | 


Marntan of enhame the Condon sbundame and 
Gestribumor of wiidiete habaum = WDL | 


Manage qrcia! statue qpecies and habiate to mmo reas 
OF mama populatom SPSS | 


The Guffey Bune/Biact Bune Archarotoge al Dvanct ACHC aocurs ether the alleement Management comstrannts 


for Gee ACT ave whemtifed @ Tabte ACTS 


All on a parton of tee allotment = either the howndary of the Snake River Borde of Prey “OA  Addmmonal manage 
mem constramts for Gus ares are epecefied wm the Snake River Borde of Prey WC A Managemen Plan (1908. oF as 


may be armen! 


The Oregor Nawomal Hretor Trae qoour either the allcemen Addimonsl management comtramnt: for Ges ares 
are pecefied mm Gee (Oregon Tra Managemen Man (| 984 of as may he amended) 
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aa ET 
! ! 


tj 
Til 


Acuve Prefereme (AUMs) 
Seuapended “omuse (Al Ms) 173 
Teeal Preferemce (ALM) 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMa) 48 


Other Forage Allacatom 


es 


Wiidiele (ALMa) 
Wiad HMorwes (AUMea: 





Eootogeal condypon may he unsateefactory (more than 
10% carty seral or lees than &*% late wral) 
Noten ered: present 


Ripanan/ertiang ecosywier. present 


Additeenes: Managemen | onandter efhcm 
The Squee (Creet RNAV ACH aocurs wrth the alloement Management constranm for the ACH are iennfed 
wm Tabte ACHE 


Management (yective 


leuprove umeatrlactory and mamta sateefactory 
emervned health)condmean on all areas SOM | 


improve emsatieefatory and mamtam satefaccory 
vegetation healttycondmeon on all aem = VEGE | 


Maemtann of emprove npanan/wetiand areas  aflan 
proper functomng o satefactory condmon RIPN | 








Allotment Name: indian Meadows 
Allotment Number. 0520 
Management 

Category (Priority) Improve (Medium) 
Public Acres: 6,187 
State Acres: 10,559 
Private Acres: 2,648 
Total Acres: 19,394 


Active Preference (AUMs)- 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs)- 634 
Other Forage Allocations: 
Wildlife (AUMs): 7 


Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% early seral or less than 40% late serail). 


Additional Management ( onsiderations: 


Management Objectives: 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE 1. 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR I. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 
Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 


Wilderness Study Area(s) occurs within this allotment. Management activities must conform to the BLM's 
Interim Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review. 


River segment(s) found suitable for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River system occurs within this allotment. 
Management guidelines for interim protection of potential Wild, Scenic and Recreational river segments are 


outlined in Appendix RECT-1. 


A portion of this allotment is within the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System. 
Management constraints are identified in Objective RECT 7 Alternative E. 
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Allotment Name. Sands Basin 
Alloument Number 0521 
Management ) 

Category (Priority): Improve (High) 
Public Acres: 10,858 
State Acres: 1.277 
Private Acres: 1,389 
Total Acres: 13,525 


Active Preference (AUMs): 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs): 


Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs)- 984 
Other Forage Allocations: 
Wildlife (AUMs): 9 


Wild Horses (AUMs):Sands Basin HMA Total: 588 
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Management Objectives: 


watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL 1. 


vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE 1. 


Mect or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF |. 

Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
of maintain populations. SPSS |. 

Maintain wild and free-roaming horses af appropriate 
management levels. WHRS 1. 











Alloumest Name Rats Nest 
Alloument Number. 0522 
Management 

Category (Priority) improve (High) 
Publac Actes: 4.895 
State Acres: 636 
Private Acres: 0 
Total Acres: 5.531 


Active Preference (AUMs): $57 


Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 230 
Total Preference (AUMs): 787 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 298 


Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 3 
Wild Horses (AUMs)-Hardtrigger HMA Total 1176 





Special status species present (plant). 


Wild horse Herd Management Area present. 


Management Objectives: 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR I. 


Maintain or improve mparian/wetland areas to aftain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habua. WDLF | 

Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 


Maintan, wild and free-roaming horses al appropnate 
management levels. WHRS |. 
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Alloument Name Garat Individual 
Alloument Number 0524 
Management 

Category (Priority) improve (Low) 
Public Acres: 904 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres: 217 
Total Acres: 1,122 


Active Preference (AUMs): 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs): 


S S05 


Average Use (1988-1997XAUMs) 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): | 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





trout, sage grouse). 


Additional Management ( onsiderations: 


Management Objectives: 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL | 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 
Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habitat. WDLF |. 

Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 


The Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for 


this ACEC are identifed in Table ACBC-E. 


Wilderness Study Area(s) occurs within this allotment. Management activities must conform to the BLM's 
Interim Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review 


River segment(s) found suitable for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River system occurs within this allotment 
Management guidelines for interim protection of potential Wild, Scenic and Recreational nver segments are 


outlined in Appendix RBCT-1. 


A portion of this allotment is within the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System. 
Management constraints are identified in Objective RECT 7 Alternative E 
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Alloument Name Jumper Springs 
Allounemnt Number 0525 
Management 

Category (Priority) improve (Low) 
Public Acres: 9.754 
State Acres: ! 
Private Acres 149 
Total Actes: 9.904 


Active Preference (AUMe) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 6 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Management Objectives: 
Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maintain or unorove mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habitat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Allooment Name Stateline 
Alloument Number 0527 
Managemeot 
Category (Priority): improve (High) 
Public Acres: idaho 468 
Oregon S41 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres 0 
Total Acres 1.009 


Active Preference (AUMs) 104 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 104 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 90 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) | 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Resource Concerns: 


Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late scral) 


Crucial big game winter habitat present (pronghorn 
antelope ) 


Special status species present (sage grouse) 
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Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 








Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs) 355 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) i! 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Crucial big game winter habstat present (mule deer) 


Special status species present (redband trout, western 
toad) 


Management (Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed healiycondition on all areas. SOIL | 


Improve unsatisfactory and maimtain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR |! 


Maintain of umprove npanan/wetland areas to aitamn 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Maintain of enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habvtats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Alloument Name Hat Crock 
Aloument Number 0532 
Management 

Category (Priority) improve (Medium) 
Public Acres: 24.853 
Stemte Actes 687 
Private Actes: 1,027 
Total Acres: 26.567 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 491 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 5 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Resource (concerns: 


High erosion potential exists on greater than O% of 
the public lands in this allotment 


Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 


Additional Management ( onsiderations: 





Management (Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all arcas. SOIL | 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation bealth/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR |! 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 





Alloumen Name Box T 
Alloument Number 0534 
Management 

Category (Prority) improve (Medmum ) 
Public Acres: 7.448 
State Acres: 7 
Private Acres: 112 
Total Acres: 7,567 


Active Preference (AUMs): 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 605 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs): 910 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 5 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 


Management (Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Alloument Name Trowt Springs Active Preference (AUMs): 2,927 
Alloument Number 0539 Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 2.239 
Total Preference (AUMs): 5.166 

Management 
Category (Priority): Improve (High) Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs): 2,456 
Public Acres: 29,034 Other Forage Allocations: 
State Acres: idaho 364 

Oregon 70 Wildlife (AUMs): 106 
Private Acres: 222 Wild Horses (AUMs): 
Total Acres: 29.690 
Resource Concerns: Management Objectives: 
Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late seral) vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Perennial surface water present. Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR 1. 

Ripanan/wetiand ccosysiems present. Maintain of improve npanan/wetland areas to aftain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 

Special status species present (plant, redband trout, Manage special status species and habitats to increase 

spotted frog) or maintain populations. SPSS | 


Additional Management ( onsiderations 


Wilderness Study Area(s) occurs within this allotment. Management activities must conform to the BLM's 
Imtermm Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review 


River segmentis) found suitable for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River system occurs within this allotment 
Management guidelines for interim protection of potential Wild, Scenic and Recreational mver segments are 
outlined in Appendix RECT-! 


A portion of this allotment is within the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Management constraints are identified in Objective RECT 7 Alternative E 
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Alloument Name Bul! Basun 
Alloument Number 0540 
Management | 

Category (Prony) Improve (High) 
Publ Acres 49.994 
State Acres 0 
Private Acres: 275 
Total Acres: 50.269 


Active Prefereace (AUMs) 3,932 


Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 2.4655 
Total Preference (AUMs) 6.587 
Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs) 2476 


Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs): 128 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Aanagement Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and manta satisfactory 
vegetation healtycondition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maimtain of improve npanan/wetland areas to aftasn 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Maintain or enhance the condmmon. abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status speces and habitats to mecrease 
Or maintain populations. SPSS | 


The Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for 


this ACEC are identifed in Table ACBC-E. 


Wilderness Study Area(s) occurs within thes allotment Management activities must conform to the BLM + 
Imterm Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review 


River segments) found sustable for inchusson im the Wild and Scemc River system occurs withen thy allotment 
Management guidelines for imenm protection of potential Wild. Scenic and Recreational nver segments are 


outlined in Appendixa RECT-! 


A portion of this allotment 1s within the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Management constraints are sdentified im Otyectrve RECT 7 Alternative E 
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Acuve Preferemce (AUMs) 
Suspended Nomuse (Al'Ms) 

Tosal Preference (AUMs) 
Average Use (1988-1997H AUMa) 
Other Forage Allacamom 


Wediefe (AUMas) 25 
Wad Horses (AUMa) 





Ecological condinon may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carty seral or less than 40% late seral) 

Jumper encroachment ex1sts 
Nossows weeds presen 


Perenmal surface weiter present 


Ripanan/ectiand ecosyuems present 
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Management (Objectives 


Improve umatefactary and masta sateefactory 
watervhed healtt/condmon on all area 6ST | 


improve unsatufactory and masmtam satisfactory 
vegetation health/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet of crceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of umprove npanan’wetiand areas k) aflaen 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Manage special status epecies and habviats to mocrease 
or mamamn populanons SPSS | 














Aboomets “ere Ferm FRR 
Aljoemers “emer osas 
Manage men: 

Caegory (Prony) imgrove (Low) 
Publix Acres bee 
Samer Acre: 0 
Preme Acres iar 
Tosal Acres 2.765 


Achwe Preferemce (ALM) 1$0 
Suspended “omuse (Al Ms) 0 
Towel Preeferemce (AL'Mia) 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMa) 


é 


Other Forage Allacatoms 


Widide (AUMa) | 
Wild Morses (ALMe) 





Specsal states species present (sage growse | 


Managrment (Mbyectives 


Improve umatefactery and manta satefactory 
vegetanon healtycandmman om all areas VEC | 


Meet of exceed Sume of idaho emer quale) vandards 
WATR I 


Mamta of umprove opanan/eetiand arta, W atlan 
proper funcwomng o satefactory conden RIPN | 


Manage special states epee: and hahetate to on reese 
oF martian populanons SPSS | 
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Aoomer Name Picasa V alicy Acuve Preference (AUMs) 927 

Alcomess “umber cose Suspended Nonwee (AL'Ms) 0 
Tewal Preference (AUMa) 927 

Menage meh 

Caaegory (Prony) lengrowe «= Medrum | Average Use (1988-1997" AUMa) 932 

Putt: Acer 12,673 Other Forage Allacamom 

Some Ace 2s 

Pewee Actes ” Wide (AUMary 29 

Teast Actes 12.370 Wad Horses (AUMa) 

Resource ( cacerms Maenagrmrat (Objectives 

Bootegecal condone may be ematefactory (more Gham = imprewe casateefactory and masta satefactory 

10% carty eral of less than 4% late weral) vegetation healttycondines on all aca VECE | 


i 
| 


Li 
jp i 
, | 


Specie) dates pene: present jedband trout sage 
gree spotted frog) 


Addvtemel Managemen | cmesde etme 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water qurlty standards 
WATR! 


Maman of umprove npanan/wetiand areas to aflan 
proper functioning of satiefactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status epecie: and habwiats to mocrease 
@ manta population. SPSS | 


The North Fort Jumper Woodland ONA/ACHIC and Pleasant Valicy Table RNA/ACEC cocur within thes allotment 
Managemen constrannts for these ACEC + are identified m Table ACK FE 


Wihiderness Study Areats) cocurs wither Gus alkement Management acthwines must conform to the BLM « 
imerwn Managemen Poly and Gandelones for lands Under Wilderness Review 


River segments) found surtable for inchvsson om the Wild and Soemx River system acours evthen the allotment 
Managemen purdetines for umenm precion of potential Wild Soenx and Recreational mver segment: are 


outlined in Appendin RECT-| 


A porvor of Gus alloemenm « either the premetrve settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Managemen constraat are sdenufied wm CORyectrve RECT 7 Ahernatve E 
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Allotment Name: Nicke! Creck 
Allotment Number 0548 
Management . 

Category (Priority) Improve (High) 
Public Acres: 67.615 
State Acres: 1,687 
Private Acres: 3,248 
Total Acres: 72,550 


Active Preference (AUMs)- 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 
Total Preference (AUMs): 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs)- 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 374 


Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Crucial big game winter habitat present (mule deer). 


redband trout, sage grouse, spotted frog). 


Additional Management Considerations: 


Management Objectives: 
Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL |. 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR I. 


Maintain or improve nparian/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 
Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habitat. WDLF 1. 

Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 


The Pleaseant Valley Table RNA/ACEC, North Fork Juniper Woodland ONA/ACEC, The Badlands RNA/ACEC 
and Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC occur within this allotment. Management constraints for 


these ACECs are identifed in Table ACEC-E. 


Wilderness Study Area(s) occurs within this allotment. Management activities must conform to the BLM’s 
Interim Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review 


River segment(s) found suitable for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic River system occurs within this allotment. 
Management guidelines for interim protection of potential Wild, Scenic and Recreational river segments are 


outlined in Appendix RECT-1 


A portion of this allotment is within the primitive settings of ...MA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Management constraints are identified in Objective RECT 7 Alternative E 
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Alloument Name: Gusman 
Alloument Number 0554 
Category (Priority): Improve (High) 
Public Acres 15,793 
State Acres 1,240 
Private Acres: 238 
Total Acres: 17,271 


Active Preference (AUMs)- 


Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 1,304 
Total Preference (AUMs): 3.675 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 2,019 
Other Forage Allocations: 

Wildlife (AUMs): 36 


Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Ripanian/wetland ecosystems present 


Crucial big game winter habitat present (mule deer) 


Special status species present (redband trout, sage 
grouse). 
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Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL | 


vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standard 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habitat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to imcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 





Alloument Name: Shares Basin 
Allooment Number: 0556 
Category (Priority): improve (High) 
Public Acres: 11,120 
State Acres: 631 
Private Acres: 723 
Total Acres: 12.475 


Active Preference (AUMs)- 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 518 


Total Preference (AUMs): 2.1399 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 1.486 
Other Forage Allocations: 

Wildlife (AUMs): 25 


Wild Horses (AUMs):Hardtrigger HMA Total: 1176 





Additional Manageinent ( onsiderations: 


Management Objectives: 


vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve nparian/wetiand areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habitat. WDLF | 

Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 


Maintain wild and free-roaming horses at appropriate 
management levels. WHRS | 


The Squaw Creek RNA/ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for this ACEC are identifed 


in Table ACEC-E 
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Allounent Name Lequerica 
Allooment Number 0560 
Management 

Category (Prority): improve (Low) 
Public Acres 735 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres 408 
Total Acres: 1,143 


Active Preference (AUMs) 115 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 115 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 101 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) ] 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Special status species present (redband trout, sage 
grouse) 
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Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habrtats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 








Allotment Name South Mountain Arca 
Alloument Number 0561 
Management 

Category (Priority) improve (High) 
Public Acres: 6.083 
State Acres 8.014 
Private Acres 3,320 
Total Acres 17,416 


Active Preference (AUMs): 745 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 745 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs): 5 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Additional Management ( onsiderations 


Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain or improve mparian/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condinon. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Alloument Name Cow Crock 
Alloament Number 0562 
Management 

Category (Prority) Improve (Medsum ) 
Public Acres 7,946 
State Acres 0 
Priwate Acres 102 
Total Acres 8.048 


Active Preference (AUMs) ; 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 20 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly serail or less than 40% late scral) 
Juniper encroachment cxists 


Perenmal surface water present 
Rupanan/wetland ecosystems present. 


Crucial big game winter habitat present (mule deer) 


Special status species present (redband trout, sage 
grouse) 
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Management Objectives: 
Improve unsatisfactory and maimtain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |! 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maimain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 














Alloument Name Silver City 
Alloument Number 0569 
Management 

Category (Priority) improve (High) 
Public Acres: $1,555 
State Acres: 1.835 
Private Acres: 5.396 
Total Acres: 58.786 


Active Preference (AUMs): 6.586 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 2,123 
Total Preference (AUMs): 8.709 
Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) 3,913 
Other Forage Allocations 

Wildlife (AUMs): 96 


Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late sera). 

Jumper encroachment cxists 
Noxious weeds present 


Perenmal surface water present 


Ripanan/wetiand ccosysiems present. 


Crucial big game winter habitat present (mule deer) 


Special status species present (burrowing owl, curlew, 
plam, redband trout, sage grouse) 


Additional Management ( onsiderativns 


Management (Objectives: 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL | 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintain of enhance the condition, abundance and 
Gitribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
“an populations. SPSS | 


The Cinnabar Mountain RNA/ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for this ACEC are 


identifed in Table ACEC-E 


All of a portion of tus allotment is within the boundary of the Snake River Birds of Prey NCA. Additional 
management constramts for this area are specified in the Snake River Birds of Prey NCA Management Plan (1996. 


of as may be amended) 


The Silver City Historic District occurs within this allotment Management actions in Historic Districts will be in 
accordance with Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
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Alounest Name Jump Creed 
Alloumemt Number 0570 
Maaagemeni 

Category (Priority) Improve (High) 
Public Acres: 9097 
State Actes: 3,790 
Private Acres. $011 
Total Acres. 17,898 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Sespended Nonuse (AUMs). 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocatons. 


Wildlife (AUMs) 29 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Additional Management ( onsideration 


Management (Objectives. 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on ali areas VEGE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
or maintain populations SPSS | 


The Delamar Histonc District and the Silver City Histone District occur within this allotment. Management 
actions in Historic Distncts will be mm accordance with Section 110 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 
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Alloument Name West Antelope 
Alloument Number os74 
Category (Priority) Improve (High) 
Publ Acres: 11,737 
State Actes: 0 
Prvate Acres 104 
Total Acres 11.840 


Active Preference (AUMs): 2.603 


Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 886 
Total Preference (AUMs) 5.489 
Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs) 1.860 


Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 35 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecologxal condimon may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late scral). 


Additional Management ( onsiderations 


Management (Objectives. 


improve unsatisfactory and maitain satisfactory 
vegetation healtycondition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habutats to mcrease 
or maintain populations SPSS | 


The Boulder Creek ONA/ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for thic ACEC are identifed 
in Table ACEC-E 
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Alkemen Name Diamond Basen 
Alloumen Number 0579 
Management 

Category (Prony): Improve (Haigh) 
Publkx Acres: 11078 
Staee Actes 628 
Private Acres 73 
Total Acres 11,778 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 776 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-1997K AUMs) 6&2 
Other Forage Allocatons 


Wildlife (AUMs): 16 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Additions! Management ( oasiderstions 





Management (Objectives 


Improve unsatisfactory and masta satisfactory 
watershed health/condman on all areas SOIL | 


Improve unsatisfactory and manta satisfactory 
vegetation health/condimon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintam or improve mpanan/wetland areas to atta 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Maintain or enhance the conditon. abundance and 
Gitribation of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habvtats to mcrease 
or manta populations SPSS | 
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Alounen Name Louse Crock Actrve Preference (AUMs) 

Alioamen Number 0580 Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preferemce (AUMs) 3 084 

Man gemen: 

Category (Prority) leprowe (Haigh) Average Use (1988-1997KAUMs) 2,405 

Publx Acres 20,038 Other Forage Allacatoms 

Seate Actes 1 889 

Private Acres $619 Wildiefe (AUMs) 87 

Total Actes: 27,546 Wild Horses (AUMs) 

Resource ( cocernus: Management (hjectives 

Ecological condimon may be unsatisfaciory (more than improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 

10% carty seral or lem than 40% late seral) vegetanon health/condmon on al) areas VEGE | 


Jumper encroachment exists 
Notows weeds present 


Perenmal surface water present Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR | 

Rupanan/wetiand ecosysiems present Maintain of emprove npanan/wetland areas to attaen 
proper functoneng or satfactory condimon RIPN | 

Crucsal tug game winter habutat present (mule deer) Maman of enhance the condmon abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habua. WDLF | 

Special status species present (redband trowt sage Manage special status species and habwtats to mocrease 

grouse) or manman populanon SPSS | 


Additional Management ( onuiderstions 


The Delamar Histor District aocurs within the allotment Management actions in Histone Distncts will be om 
accordance with Section | 10 of the Natonal Historx Preservation Act of 1966 
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Aloones “ame Gara Acuve Preferemce (AUMs) 22.739 

Aloumes “ember Osee Seapended Nomuse (AUM:) 10.29% 
Tosal Preference (AUMas) 33646 

Managemen! 

Caegory (Prority) lmgrove (Low) Average Use (1988-19772 AUMs) 15.199 

Public Acree 202.764 Other Forage Allocation 

Same Acres 540 

Prwate Acres 215 Wiidiete (AUMas) Mi 

Total Actes 211509 Wild Horses (AUMs) 

Resource ( oncerms Management ('bjectives 

High crowon potential exists on greater than 0% of Improve umatefactory and manta satrefactory 

the puta lands on the allotment watervhed healttycondmon on all ara SOIL | 


Ecological condmon may be umsatiefactory (more than improve unsatufactory and mamta satesfactory 
10% carty seral or less than 40% late seral) vegetanon health/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Perenmal surface water present Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATRi! 

Rupanan/wetiand ecosysiems present Marntan of umprove npanan/wetiand areas to atiaen 
proper functioning or satisfactory condimen RIPN | 

Crectal . « « ater habviat present (mule deer) Maentan of enhance the condimon abundame and 


Geetribuetios of wildlife habe =WDLF | 


Matus species present (teghorn sheep burrow. Manage epevial status epecies and habriats to mmcrrase 
img owl plam redband trowl sage growse) oF mania populanons SPSS | 


Additional Management ( omaderetiom 


The Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC and The Tules RNA occur within tus allotment Manage 
men constramts for tus ACHC and the RNA are dented m Table ACHC-E 


Wilderness Study Areas) aocurs wither thy allaament Management activites must conform to the BIM + 
Imenm Management Potny and Candelnes for Lands Under Woeriderness Review 


River segmentis) found sunable for inchusson wm the Wild and Scemx River eysiem aoourn withen tes allotment 
Managemen guidelines for imenm proiecoon of petenmal Work Scemx and Recreational nver segments are 
outhined © Append RACT.! 


A pornon of the allotmen « ether the prmutive settings of SRMA lands affected > the Owyhee River System 
Managemen comstrannt: are wentified om ORyective RECT 7 Alternative 
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Aloumes: Name Browm Creea 
Aloumen ‘umber oses 
Manage meni 

Caegery (Prorey) ieprove (Low) 
Publix Acree 396s 
Seume Acres it 
Prwate Acres is 
Towal Acres 1891 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 9) 
Seapended “womuse (Al'M)) 
Tosal Preference (AUMs) 
Average Use (1988-19971 AUMas) 195 
Other Forage Allocatom 


Wididte (AUMas) | 
Wid Horses (AUMae) 








Management (jectives 


leprove unsatefactory and mamta satisfactory 
watervhed healdycondmon on all areas SOL | 


lmprove unsateefactory and mamamn satisfactory 
vegetation healttycondmon on all areas VECE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I! 


Marman of omprove npanan/wetiand areas to aflan 
proper functioning or satiefactory conden. RIPN | 


Manage special status especies and habuiats to mcrease 
or mamta populanonm SPSS | 











Allounent Name: Lone Tree 
Allotment Number 0587 
Management 

Category (Priority): Improve (Medium) 
Public Acres: 7,126 
State Acres: 8.176 
Private Acres: 239 
Total Acres: 15,541 


Active Preference (AUMs)- 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 
Total Preference (AUMs): 


Average Use (1988-1997XAUMs): S11 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 30 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Management Objectives: 


watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL |. 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


. “et or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR I. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 
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Alloument Name. Red Mountain 
Alloement Number: os88 
Managemen! 

Category (Priority): Improve (Medsum) 
Public Acres: 14,486 
State Acres: 1.270 
Private Acres: 39 
Total Acres: 15,796 





Active Preference (AUMs): 1.999 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 1.579 
Total Preference (AUMs): 3.578 
Average Use (1988-1997K AUMs) 654 
Other Forage Allocations: 

Wildlife (AUMs). 10 


Wild Horses (AUMs): 





High crosion potential exists on greater than W% of 
the public lands in this allotment. (Or contains local- 
ized areas with a high crosion potential due to soil type 
and/or parent material.) 

Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late scral). 

Jumper encroachment cxists. 

Noxious weeds present 


Perennial surface water present 


Special status species present (redband troul, sage 
grouse). 
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Management Objectives: 


watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL |. 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |}. 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR I. 


Maintain or improve nparian/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 


























Alloumem Name Boone Peak 
Alloument Number ose9 
Category (Priority): Improve (High) 
Publix Acres: 9,480 
State Acres: 645 
Private Acres: 4.347 
Total Acres 14,972 


Active Preference (AUMs): 2,094 
Suspended Nonuse (AlL/Ms) 782 
Total Preference (AUMs) 2.876 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 818 
Other Forage Allocatbons 


Wildlife (AUMs): i] 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Special status species present (plant, redband trout). 


Additional Management ( onsiderations: 


Management Objectives: 
improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habstats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 


The Cinnabar Mountain RNA/ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for tus ACEC are 


identifed in Table ACBC-E. 
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Alloument Name Bridge Creek 
Allotment Number 0590 
Management 

Category (Prority): improve (Medium ) 
Public Acres 2,569 
State Acres 0 
Private Acres 6 
Total Acres: 2.576 


Active Preference (AUMs) 664 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 221 
Total Preference (AUMs) ae 


Average Use (1988-19972 AUMs) Ms 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 2 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Rupanan/wetiand ecosystems present 


Special status species present (redband trout) 


Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and mamtaim satisfactory 
vegetation health/condinon on all areas VEGE |! 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maintain of improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to imcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 











Alloument Name: South Mountain Grazing Coop 
Alloomen Number 0591 
Management 

Category (Pnority) improve (High) 
Publx Acres: 4.064 
Sume Actes 0 
Private Acres 2.711 
Total Acres: 6.775 





Active Preference (AUMs) 492 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 49) 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) SBI 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 11 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Management Objectives: 


Improve umatisfactory and maintam satesfactory 
vegetation healtty/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 


WATR I 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to afta 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 


or maimtain populations SPSS | 


Appendix * A-55 

















Alounest Name Camtunabon Creek 
Aloamen’ Number ose9s 
Management 

Category (Priority) lLmprove (Medrum ) 
Publ Acres 3,144 
State Acres 1,951 
Private Actes 42? 
Total Acres $.137 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 410 
Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMa) 410 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 453 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 21 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Additional Management ( onsiderstion 


The Boulder Creek ONA/ACEC occurs within this allotment Management constramts for tus ACK are identfed 


in Table ACEC -E 
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Management (Objectives 


improve umatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetation healtyconditics on all acas. VEOE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 


WATR |! 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condimon RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habvlats to mcrease 


or mantan populanons SPSS | 














Alloumem Name Wrotes 
Alloumen Number os97 
Managemen! 

Category (Prony) improve (Low) 
Publix Acres 1,635 
Seme Acres 0 
Prrwate Acres 416 
Total Acres 2,050 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 400 
Suspended Naonuse (ALUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMas) 400 
Average Use (1988-19972 AUMs) 390 


Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 5 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Resource ( concerns: 


Ecological condmon may be unsatisfactory (more than 


10% carty sera! or less than 40% late seral) 


“erenmal surface water present 


Rupanan/wetiand ecosystems present 


Special status species present (plant. sage growse) 


Management (Objectives 


improve unsatisfactory and mamta satesfactory 
vegetation healtthy/condition on all aces VEOE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve npanan/wetland areas to atlaen 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status epecies and habtats to mcrease 
Of maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Aloament Name Whachorse OR-ID 
Alloement Nember ose 
Managemen! 
Category (Pnority) improve (Low) 
Publix Aces idaho 945 
Oregoe 1.949 
Seme Acres 0 
Private Acres: idaho 11 
Oregon 72 
Tae Ages. tlt 
Resource ( cncerns: 
Boological condmon may be unsatisfactory (more than 


3 
§ 
i 
: 
: 
F 
: 
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Management ( onsider sticns 


3 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 2M 


Average Use (1988-1997KAUMs) 251 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wiiditle (AUMs) 4 
Wild Horees (AUMs) 





Management Objectives 


Improve umatisfactory and mamntamn satrefactary 
vegetanon health/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetiand areas to atlan 
proper functioning of satisfactory condimon RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 











| 
( 


ih 


E 
i 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonmuse (AlM:) 0 
Tonal Preference (AUMs) 
Average Use (1988-19972 AUMs) 825 
Other Forage Allocatom 


Wille (AUMa) O64) 
Wild Mores (AUMs) 











Additonal Menagemen (| onasder ethos 





Mert of exceed State of idaho waicr quality standards 
WATR ! 


Marnten on omprove npanan/eetiand area. t atlan 
proper funchommng or satefactory condmon RIPN | 


Manage epecial status epmcies and habeas to omcreane 
oF mamas populanom SPSS | 


Wiiderness Study Areats) aocurs wither the alleement Management activities meet conform to the BLM « 
lmerm Managemen Policy and Gundetnes for lands | ander Wiiderness Review 


River segments) fownd suntable for imchwsen om the Wild and Sceme River eystem aocurs wither the alicament 
Managemen gusdelines for umenm preascoon of paemnal Weld Soems and Recreational over segment: are 


outlined im Appendix RECT | 


A partoe of ts alkemen 1 either the prmitive settings of SRM A lands affected by the (he yvihee River Syenem 
Management comstrant: are wentfied m COtyectwe RECT 7 Ahernatve F 
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Nadine: “\lenagemenm! | cmaste: often 


The Bowider ( reet ON A ACHC coour enter the aficamen Managemen constraint for the ACH are identited 


i Table ACHC 4. 
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Acuve Preference (AUMa) Sil 
Seapended Naonuse (AlMs) 0 
Tewal Preference (AUMa) Sil 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMas) 446 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wihditfe (AUMs) i 
Wid Horses (AUMs) 


Management ( yectives 


improve unsatisfactory and mamntian sateefactory 
vegetanoe health/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet ot exceed Sume of idaho water quality standard: 


WATR ! 


Marntaen of omprove mpanan/wetland areas tata 
proper functomng of satiefactory conden RIPN | 


Manage special dates epecies and habeas boom reas 


@ maintan population SPSS | 











Afcoamer “Name Lowes Crock Acmve Preference (ALUM) | hee 

Aloumen ‘Number 060) Suspended Nonmwse (AL'M:, 6s 
Total Preference (AUMs) 2.322 

Managemen: 

Category (Prority) Improve (Medium | Average Use (1988-1997% AUMae) 11% 

Publix Acres 9.914 Other Forage Allacawom 

Sume Acres 0 

Prewete Acres 677 Wiidittle (AUMa) is 

Tosal Acres 10,991 Wild Horses (AUMs) 

















Managemen (Objectives 
Bootogixal conden may be umatefactory (more than improve unsatisfactory and manta satisfactory 
vegetanon healttvcondmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet on exceed Sume of idaho water quality standard 
WATR | 


Marntarn on umprowe npanan/wetiand areas to atiaen 
proper funchonmng of satisfactory condimen RIPN | 


Manage specia) status epee: and habeas to onoreese 
or manta populations SPSS | 
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Alcomes “ame Posor Crock Acuve Preference (AUMs) 76! 

Alvemer “Number O60 5 Suspended Nonuwse (AUMs) 0 
Tosal Preference (AUM:) 76! 

Managi men 

Caegory (Prority) leprove (Low) Average Use (1988-1997K AUMa) iy 

Pubic Acres 5.8 Other Forage Allocations: 

Same Actrm 0 

Prwae Acres 32 Widite (AUMs) ’ 

Tomm Actes 5.250 Wild Mores (AUMas) 








| 
| 


Adadlitiemal Menagemem! | caveate: wf hime 





Management Objectives 
improve unsatisfactory and macntan satisfactory 
vegetahen healthycondmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet on exceed Sune of idaho water quality standard 
WATR I 


Martian of omprove mpanan/wetiand areas to af. 
proper functiommng or satiefactory condinen RIPN | 


Manage special states epee: and habeas to increase 
or mamtan populanons SPSS | 


The Jump Creet ACHC aocurs ether the: alictmen Management constramm for the ACT are sented om 7 atte 


ACH 4. 
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| 
1 


i 


E 
i 


Actrve Prefevemce ( ALMi: 3 
Suspended Namuse (Al Mi) 0 
Tesal Preferemce (AUMs) 3 


Average Use (1988-19772 AUMae) 33 
Other Forage Allocation 


Wadidte (AUMa: | 
Wed Marwes (Al Me) 





Resource ( oncerw 


Hogh erossan priemtial carats om greater than WP of 
the pubtx land on the alkcement 


Bootegecal condmon may be umatefactory (more thar 
10% ecarty seral or lews than 407% late serail) 


Crucsal tg game womer habvtat present (mule deer) 


Special states epecies presen (sage prewse | 


Management (Mhyectie 


improwe unsatefactory and maentasn satefactary 
eamervhed health/condmem on all areas SOM | 


leaprove umatefactary and mamma satisfactory 
vegetation healttycondines on all areas = VEOE | 


Masia of enhance the Comdroon shundame and 
Geuribetes of wilditte tate =2OWDLF | 


Manage special status qnecie: and habwiats too omcrease 
or manta populatrom SPSS | 
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Aboumes ‘ame Sarener FR 
Aloomen ‘omer 0613 
Managemen 

Cuegory (Promy) lagrove (Low) 
Publix Acre 1.342 
Same Actes: 1238 
Prwate Acres 4.575 
Tesal Acres 7395 





Acuve Preferemce (ALMs) 
Sespended Naonmwec (AL'Ms) 
Tosa Preference (ALMa) 


Average Use (1988-19972 AUMs) " 
Other Forage Allocaboms 


Wiidile (AUMsa) 2 
Wiad Horses (AUMs) 








Management (lbprctives” 


improve unsatisfactory and maemtiaen satefactory 
eaervhed healtycondmer on all areas SOL | 


leprove unsatisfactory and masnmtaen satesfactory 
vegetanon healttycondmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR! 


Marntuan of umprove npanan/wetland arcas \ attaen 
proper functomng or sateefactory comdimon RIPN | 


Manage special status enemies and habeian to increase 
oF mama populations SPSS | 








Alloument Name Jaca FFR 
Allounent Number 0624 
Management 

Category (Priority) improve (Low) 
Public Acres 626 
State Acres: 1,442 
Private Acres: 1,650 
Total Acres: 3,719 


Active Preference (AUMs) 61 
Scepemded Nonuse (AUMs): 0 
Tei Preference (AUMs) 6! 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 61 


Other Forage Allocations. 


Wildlife (AUMs): 2 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Special Aatus species present (plant) 


Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL | 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to aftain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 











Alloumen’ Number 0626 
Management 

Category (Priority) improve (Low) 
Public Acres 651 
State Actes 667 
Private Acres: 1.807 
Total Acres 3,125 


Active Preference (AUMs) 31 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 31 


Average Use (1988-1997K AUMs) 31 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): ! 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Special status species present (redband trout). 
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Management (Objectives: 


Improve unsabsfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed healtt/condition on all arvcas. SOIL | 


vegetation health/cendition on all areas. VEBOE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR |} 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to aflan 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 











0629 
Management 
Category (Priority): improve (Medium } 
Publx Acres 62,777 
State Acres. 2,561 
Private Acres 96 
Total Acres: 654M 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocatom 


Wildlife (AUMs). 117 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 








Resource Concerns: 


High crossom potential exssts on greater than WE of 
the publ lands im thes allotment 


Ecological condmon may be umatesfactory (more than 
10% early seral or less than 40% late seral). 
Perenmal surface water present 

Ripanan/wetiand coovysiems present. 


Crucial big game winter habitat present (mu'e deer) 


redband trout, sage grouse) 


Additional! Management ( onsiderations 


Management Objectives 
Improve unsatisfactory and masta satisfactory 
watershed heaith/condipon on all areas SOIL | 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health’condition on all areas WEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve npanan/wetiand areas to aftain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habaat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
or maintain populations SPSS | 


The Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habuat Area ACEC occurs within this allotment Management constraints for 


this ACEC are identifed in Table ACEC-E 


Wilderness Study Area(s) occurs within this allotment Management activities must conform to the BLM's 
Imernm Managemen Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review 


River segmentis) found suitable for inchusson im the Wild and Scemc River system occurs withen thes allotment 
Management guidelines for intenm protechon of potential Wild. Scenic and Recreational nver segments are 


outlined in Appendix RECT-! 


A portion of this allotment is within the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Management constraints are identified in Objective RECT 7 Alternative E 
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Alounes Name Upper Deer Crock 
Allotment Number 0630 
Management 

Category (Priority): lenprove (Low) 
Publac Acres. 4,742 
Seme Actes: 0 
Prvate Acres iii 
Total Acres: 4.453 


Active Preference (AUMs) 78? 
Suspended Nonmuse (AL/Ms) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 787 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 625 
Other Forage Allocaboms 


Wildlife (AUMs) a 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Additional Management ( onsiderstions 


Management Objectives 


improve unsatisfactury and mamta satesfactory 
vegetation health/conditios on all areas VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve nmpanan/wetiand areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habutats to increase 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 


The Bowlder Creek ONA/ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for this ACC are identifed 


in Table ACEC -E. 
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Abormen “ame Lower Deer Crock 
Alloumem Number 063) 
Management 

Cmegory (Pronty) leprove (Low) 
Publix Acres 1847 
State Acres 0 
Prrwete Actes 655 
Towal Acres 2.301 


Actrwe Preferemce (ALUM) 126 
Seapended “omuse (AlM:) 0 
Total Preferemce (AUMs) 126 


Average Use (1988-1997KAUMs) 9} 
Other Forage Allacetoms 


Wiidiefe (AUMs) 2 
Wid Horses (AL/Ms) 





Additional Manageme: ( onsideration: 


Management (Objectives 


improve umateefactory and mamtan satefactory 
watervhed healtycondmen on ali areas SOM | 


improve unsatisfactory and mamtam satisfactory 
vegetahon health/condmon on all areas VEOE | 


Meet ot exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Manta of umprove mpanan/wetiand areas to atlan 
proper functiomeng or satisfactory conden RIPN | 


Manage special status epecies and habetats to mm rease 
or mamtamn populanons SPSS | 


The Bowlder Creek ONA/ACEIC occurs within thes allotment Management constramts for ths ACH are wdentfed 


in Table ACKC-E 
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Alounes Name Bahem FPR Acuwe Preferemce (AUMs) $2 

Aloaomen Number 6635 Suspended Nonmuse (AL'Ms) 0 
Tetal Preference (AUMs) $2 

Management 

Caaegory (Prony) legrove (Low) Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs) $2 

Publix Acres 66 Other Forage Allocation: 

Seme Acres 642 

Prwme Acres 1,024 Wiiditte (AUMas) | 

Total Acres 2.332 Wid Horses (AUMs) 

Resource ( oncerm Management (Mjyectives 


Boolegical condmon may be umatesfactory (more than 
10% carty weral ot lew than 4% late wera!) 
Noms weeds present 


Perenmal wurface water present 


Ripanan/wetiand coosysiems present 


Special status species present (redband woul sage 
grouse) 


Additonal Management ( onder ation 
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Improve umsatefactory and masnmtan satefactary 
vegetanon health/condmon on all area = VEGE | 


Meet ot exceed Sta of idaho water quality tandards 
WATR |! 


Maentaen of omprove mpanan/eetiand arcas tb atlan 
proper functomng or satefactory condmon RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habuats to morease 
or mantan populanom SPSS | 








| 
( 


i 


i 
i 


Actwe Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Tons! Preference (AUMs) 





Average Use (1968-1997H AUMas) 
Other Forage Allacatom 


Wildlife (AUMs) 9 
Wd Horses (AUMs) 








Additio al Management ( onsideretions 


Management (Objectives 


improve umatefactary and mamtan sateefactary 
vegetaion healkth/condmon on all area = VEGOE | 


Meet on exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR ! 


Marmtann on umprove npanan/wetiand areas wo aftaen 
proper functioning of satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintasn of enhance the Condon abundance and 
Getribetion of wilditte babu = WDLF | 


Manage special status epecies and habviats to oncrease 
or mamtam populanons SPSS | 


The Ow yhee River Bighorn Sheep Hata Area ACH and The Badlands RNA/ACEIC occu within thus allotment 
Management constrants for these ACHCs are wdentifed m Table ACKC 


Wilderness Study Areais) aocurs wittun tus allotment Management activities must conform to the BLM + 
Imernm Management Policy and Gundelines for Lands Under Wiiderness Review 


River segmentis) found suitable for inclusion mm the Wild and Soemx River system accurn within thy allotment 
Management guidelines for umenm protection of potential Wild Sceonk and Recreational nver segments are 


outlined in Appendix RECT. 


A porvon of tus allotment is wethen the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Managemen constrants are identified m Otyective RECT 7 Alternative £ 
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Aloumer “amr Pote Creek Acuve Preferemce (AUMs) | ott 

Alloumes “amber 0635 Senpemded Nomuse (Al'M:) List 
Tonal Prefereme (AUMs) i] 

Managemen: 

Caaegory (Prony) lenprove (High) Average Use (1988-1997 AUMas) 1.373 

Publix Acre 23.995 Other Forage Allocabom 

Same Acree 64) 

Prwae Acres 44) Wiidiefe (AUMs) $2 

Total Acres «Are Wild Horses (AUMs) 

Resource ( oncerm. Management (jective 

Bootogeal condmon may be umatefactory (more than improve unsatefactory and manta satisfactory 

10% carty serail ot less than 4% iste serail) vegetation healttycondiies on all aces = VEOE | 


; 


Perenmal surface water present Meet of crceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 

Rupanan/wetiand ecosystem present Marta of omprove npanan/wetiand areas « atlaen 
proper functomng or satefactory condmon RIPN | 

Special status epecies present (plant redband trowt Manage special status epecies and habriats to increase 

sage growse) oF mama populanon SPSS | 


Add.thonel Management ( onsderetions 


Wiiderness Study Areais) aocurs withen thy allotment Management activities must conform to the BLM + 
Imenm Managemen Poly and Cudelines for Lands (inder Wilderness Review 
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Alhemes “arm 

Aboumen “umber 

Manage rorn 

Cargey (Prony) legree (Low) 
Putte Kore “ers ade 1 62 
Some Qo 0 
Prwme Actes 0 
Tew Acres | 62 


Acuve Preferemce (Al Mi) 
Suapended “omuae (Al Ms) 
Tonal Preference (Al Ms) 


Average Use (1088-19770 AUMe) 70 
Other Forage Allacahom 


Widiete (AUMa) 0 
Wad Mares (Al'Ma) 





Managemen (i ycUre 


legeove uneatefactory and maenmiaen sateefactory 
wmervhed healtycondmear of all areas SOL | 


improve unsatefactory and naemae sateefatory 
vegetation healtycondiiee of all eee §=VEOE | 


Marntaen oF mprowe mpanan/eetiand areas tw ata 
proper funchemng or satefactory condmen RIPN | 
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Ahoume “are Aider Croea FPR 
Alounets “eure oaw 
Manageme ar 

Caegory (Prommy?) fegrore (Low) 
Putix Acres $71 
Sumer Acres 1079 
Prwme Acres is? 
Towa’ Actes Leo 


Acewe Pro’ aoe (ALUM) 
Sumpended “ommer (A\ Me) 
Tema’ Preference (Al'Ma) 


Average Use (1088 1997H AUMa) 
Other Forage Allacatom 


Wade (Al'Ma) 2 
Wiad Morses (AUMa) 
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Managremrat (Myr tre 


leagrowe unsatisfactory amd maeniaen sateefa tury 
vegeta healtyoondmon on al) ares VICE | 


Meet ar exceed Suse of idaho eater quality standards 
WATR I 


Marmtiann of oomprove mper an/eetiand areas t atlae 
proper functioning or satiefactory condimen RIPN | 


Manage qecial states ape: and haben boo reese 
oF mama populanom SPSS | 















Aounest “ame Bachelor Pie PPR 
ADoumer ‘comer (40 
Manage met 

Camaegory (Proety) lagrove (Low) 
Putdc Aces ~~” 
Same Acres 1” 
Prowae Acres 1070 
Tewal Acres Li 





Resource ( cacerm 





Acuve Preferemce (ALMi) 127 
Suagemdnc “eomuac Al Mb) 0 
Tosl Preference (AUMi) 12? 
Average Use (1088 1977" ALM) 127 
Other Forage Allacahom 


Wadiele (AUMa) } 
Wild Morses (ALMae) 





Management (bye tee 


Improve umatefactory and marian satielateary 
wemervhed healtycondmmcr op all area “OHI | 


Improve umsatefactory and marmtann satefactory 
vegeiaties healttycondmer on all area VECE | 


Meet of exceed Suate of idaho eater quality standards 
WATR! 


Marmtarn of umprove mpanan/wetiand areas to atlas 
proper fumtiomng or satisfactory condmon RIPN | 


Manage qpecia) status apmcies and habeiare to in reese 
oF marman populanons SPSS | 
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Ahouues “emer Aceve Preference | ALM:) 

Ahoumer “uruher Suapended “Nonwe 4\ Ms. Lis 
Tens’ Preferemce (Al Ma) 3140 

Managemen 

Camegery (rorty) bengroee Hugh) Average Use (1088-1097% AUMe) 1.s77 

Putte Acme 28.312 Other Forage Allacatom 

Same Acre 2 oe 

Powme Acres bat) Wadite (Al Ma) 41 

Tel Acres 31025 Wied Horwee (AUMe) Black Mee HMA Tet 540 

Reaserte ( cacerme Managrenret (Mhyren 

Hagh cromon pemenmal cists om gremer than 09S of legrowe uneatee!atory and maeniarn sate! a tory 

tee putin lands ot the alktrmee emtervhed healthycondmer on all areas SOM | 
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improve unsatisfactory and mannan satcefm tory 
vegetation healttvcondities os al eee VEOE | 


Meet of exceed Sume of idaho eater quality standards 


WATR! 


Maran of omprove mpanan/ertiand areas tata 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Marnuen of erhane the Condon ashundane and 
Getribunee of wildlife taba = WDLF | 


Manage specce! statue epee. and haben bom reese 


or martian populanon SPSS | 


management levels WHRS | 














Ht 


i 
i 


Achwe Prefeweme (ALM) $01 
Seagemded “womuee (A) M:) c 
Tonal Preferemce (Al Ms) $01 


Average Use (1008 1097 AU Me) 
Cither Forage Alin aterm 


Wadler (AUMae) 7 
Wad Hore: (AlMe) 





Manegrant (My ote 
leygrove unsatefactary and martian sateefa tory 
veprtanes healttvcondnee on all areas VICE | 


Meet of proceed Same of idaho emer quale) standards 
WATR! 


Marni of emprove lpanan’wetiand arte: & afl 
proper fenctonmg o satefactory conden RIPN | 


Manage recuse sate epee: and habnan oom reese 
or martian popelanom SPSS | 
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rf 


yal 








N Adit nme: \emageemnem! (| unwadtes efi 


The Owyhee River Boghors Sheep Mabua Aree ACT coours wether thee allotment Management comstrannt: for 
tie ACH are thentifed @ Tate ACH £ 


Wilderness Seady Areas) coours wether the alkemen Managemen act) mes meet conform tw te Bl M + 
lmernm Managemen Potey and (rdetenes for | ands | onder Wokdermess Review 


River angmenn:) found sumatie for uncteeen op the Weld amd Somme River cyenem occur wither Gee allcemen 
Manageme gusdetenes fer orton preaeciem of pompmmal Wekd Soeme and Recreate over segmenn are 
otitesd & Append: BECT.! 


A porves of the alkanes « wether the premrve setng: of SEMA lands affecied by the Owyhee River System 
Managemen comstrants are wentified wo (Ryectwe RECT " Alernatrve § 
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Aliotment Name. Louse Creck FFR 
Allotment Number 0658 
Management 

Category (Priority): improve (Low) 
Public Acres: 1,798 
State Acres: 91 
Private Acres: 1,835 
Total Acres: 3,724 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs): 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 5 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Ripanan/wetland coosystems present 


Special status species present (sage grouse) 


Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maimtain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve nparian/wetiand areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increas: 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Alloument Name Tem Crock 
Alloument Number 066 i 
Management 

Category (Priority): Improve (Medmum) 
Public Acres: 59348 
State Acres 2.325 
Prieate Aces: 146 
Total Acres 61.819 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 6 


Total Preference (AUMs) 1,700 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 1,328 
Other Forage Allocations: 

Wildlife (AUMs): 9! 


Wild Horses (AUMs). 





Special status species present (bighorn sheep. plant. 
sage grouse) 


Additional Management ( onsiderations 


Management (Objectives. 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL |. 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR | 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas tu attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 


The Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC occurs within this allotment. Management constraints for 


this ACEC are identifed in Table ACBC-E 


Wilderness Study Area(s} occurs within this allotment. Management activities must conform to the BLM's 
Imterim Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review 








Alloumem Name Gluch PFR 
Allotment Noamber- 0466 
Management 
Category (Prority): Maintain 
Public Acres: idaho 654 
Oregon 66 
State Acres Oregon 1,401 
Private Acres: 58 
Total Acres: 2,179 


Active Preference (AUMs) 105 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 105 
Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) 105 


Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs): 3 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





10% early seral or less than 40% late scral). 
Noxiows weeds present. 


Special status species present (sage grouse) 





Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |! 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Alkement Name Gusman FPR Act -e Preference (AUMs): 26 





Alloumest Number 0467 Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 26 

Management 

Category (Prority): Maintain Average Use (1988-1997XAUMs) 26 

Public Acres 2S1 Other Forage Allocations 

State Acres: 21 

Private Acres: 2.617 Wildlife (AUMs): ! 

Total Acres: 2,889 Wild Horses (AUMs): 

Resource Concerns: Management Objectives: 

High erosion potential exists on greater than 30% of improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 

the public lands in this allotment. watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL | 

Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 

10% carly serail or less than 40% late sera). vegetation healih/condition on all areas. VEGE | 

Special status species present (sage grouse) Manage special status species and habitats to increase 


or maintain populations. SPSS |. 
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Allounem Name Morgan 
Alloament Number 0505 
Management 

Category (Priority) Maintain 
Public Acres: 4097 
State Acres: $42 
Private Acres 212 
Total Acres $451 


Active Preference (AUMs) 446 
Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMa) 446 


Average Use (1988-1997K AUMs) 426 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 22 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological condition, .zay be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late seral) 


Perennial surface water present 


Ripanan/wetland ecosystems present 


Management Objectives 


improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR I! 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetiand areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
Giatribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to imcrease 
of maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Abouncet “ame Palme: 
Alhoument Number 0s07 
Managemen! 

Category (Prormty) Maintain 
Publix Acres 1.740 
Sume Actes 640) 
Private Actes  S 
Total Acres 3,023 


. 
< 


Actrve Preferemce (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonmwse (ALM) 
Total Preference (ALUM) 4 


So 


Average Use (1988-19970 AUMs) sii 
Osher Forage Allacatom 


Wildlife (AUMs) 2 
Wild Horwes (AUMe) 





Crucial big game winter habvtal present (mule deer) 


Special status species present (sage grouse) 


| 
| 
| 


A-54 * Appendix 


Management (byectives 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetanon healttycondipon on all areas VEGE | 


Maman of improve mpanan/wetiand areas to aflan 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Maintain of enhance the condmon abundance and 
Gieributen of wildlife babu WDLF | 


Manage special status *m™cies and habvtats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 














Aloumen ‘Name 

Alloemen Number osis 
Manage meni 

Category (Prority) Maintain 
Publx Acres 12.799 
State Actes 1.277 
Private Acres 3.260 
Total Acres 17.3% 





Active Preference (AUMs) 2,057 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 2,057 
Average Use (1983-19971 AUMs) 2,055 


Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 12 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Management (Objectives 
improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR ! 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to afiain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Maintain or enhance the condition, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
Of maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Allooment Name Swrades Basan 
Alloument Number 0519 
Management 
Casegory (Priority) Maintain 
Public Acres: idaho 9,953 
Oregon 45.7 
State Actes 635 
Private Acres: idaho 203 
Oregon 31 
Total Acres. 14,847 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 1,985 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 1,985 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 89! 
Other Forage Allocatons 


Wildlife (AUMs) 2 
Wild Horses (AUMa) 








Resource Concerns: 


Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 


10% carly seral or less than 40% late sera!) 
Noxious weeds present 


Ripanan/wetiland ecosystems present 


Special status species present (curlew, plant) 


Additional Management ( onsiderations 
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Management (Objectives 
improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEOE | 


Maintain of improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
of maintam populations. SPSS | 














Aloamen “Name Bowkder Pla 
Alloament Number 0526 
Management 

Category (Prorty; Maintain 
Publix Acres 3.881 
State Actes 4 
Private Acres us 
Total Acres 4.358 


Acuve Preference (AUMas) laa 
Suspended Nomuse (A\UMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 144 


Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs) 243 
Other Forage Allocabom 


Wildlife (AUMa) 8? 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Resource ( oncerns: 


Ecological condmon may be unsatisfactory (more than 


Additional Management ( onsiderations 


Management Objectives: 
Improve unsatisfactory and mamtam satisfactory 
vegetation healtt/condition on ali aca VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetiand areas to attain 
proper functioning of satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habviats to increase 
or manta populanons SPSS | 


The Boulder Creek ONA/ACEC occurs within thus allotment Management constraints for tus ACEC are sdentifed 


in Table ACBC-E 
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Active Prefecce (AUMa) 
Suspended Nomuse (Al Ms) 
Total Preference (AUMas) 


$23 


Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs) 387 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMay 2 
‘Wid Horses (AUMs) 





Crucial tug game winter habitat present (mule deer) 
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Managemen: (Objectives 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetation health/condipon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of omprove npanan/wetiand areas «© attain 
proper funcvoming or satisfactory condimon RIPN | 


Marntain or enhance the condition. abundance and 
distnbunon of wildiefe habuat WDLF | 











Alicament Name Jount Acwwe Preference (AUM:) 1 089 

Alkement “umber 0535 Suspended Nomuse © (1M: 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 1089 

Managemen 

Casegory (Prority) Maimiane Average Use (1988-1997KAUMa) 916 

Publix Acres 3,187 Other Forage Allocation 

Same Actes os 

Priwate Acres 177 Wildlife (AUMs) 16 

Tosal Acres 47 Wild Horses (AUMa) 





Management Objectives 
improve umatefactory and maimtar: satefactory 
vegetanon health/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I! 


Maintann of improve npanan/wetiand areas to atiaen 
proper functioning @ satis‘actory condition. RIPN | 


Manage specy/ status species and habitats to mmcrease 
or maintain population. SPSS | 
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Additions! Management ( onmsiderstion: 
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Acove Preference (AUMs) 
Seapended Nomuse (Al Ms) 
Total Preferemce (AUMs) 
Average Use (1988-19772 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allacatoms 


Wiidife (AUMs) 7 
Wild Horses (AUMa) 





Management Objectives 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamta.) satisfactory 
watershed health/condmoan on all areas SOT | 


improve umatisfactory and mamntam satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition oc vil areas VEOE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Marmtan of umprove mpanan/wetland areas \ atta 
proper functioning or satisfactory conden § RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habetats to omcrease 
or mamtan polation. SPSS | 














Aboumen “ame 

Alvemen “Number O95 
Managemet: 

Cauacgory (Promy) Marmasse 
Publix Acres 0.128 
Sum Acre: 1.940 
Prwme Actes 2.020 
Towal Acres 44 O89 





Additional Menagemen) ( omeder sation: 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 1A 
Senpended “Somes Al M») 0 
Toaal Prefevemce (AUMa) i422 
Average Use (1088-1997K AUMae) 1855 
Other Forage Allacamom 


Widitte (Al Ma) 2 
Wiad Horses (ALMe) 


Management (Myjectives 


Improve unsateefactory and maentaen satrefactary 
emervhed heatth/condmon on ill areas SOM | 


Improve unsatisfactory and maentae satisfactory 
vegetanon healttyoondmon on ali areas VOCE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality sand: « 


WATR |! 


Martian om *erove npanan/wetian’ areas to atta 
proper functomng or satefactory ondmon RIPN | 


Marage special status epecies and habeian to morease 


or }.aemtan populanonm SPSS | 


The Guffey Bune/Biact Bume Archerological Drtnct ACTY acu. erie. cor alloemenm = Management con 


streents for thes ACH are sdentfed mm Table ACH & 


Al of a portion of Gus allotment is withen Gee bowndary of fw Saake hoe Bar's of Prey NCA = Addimenal 


managenen consiraints for Gus area are qpecified mm the Seuke Ro er ink of bey CA Management Plar (1996 


or as mey be ame nied) 


Tae Oregon National Histor Tras acorns v then thee allctmem = Additonal maragement comtramnt for the ares 


are epecefied .« me (Wegon Trae! Management Plan (/984 of as may be amended) 
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Allotment Name: South Dougal 
Allotment Number: 0536 
Management 

Category (Prority): Maintain 
Public Actes: 4,194 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres: 49 
Total Acres: 4.243 


Active Preference (AUMs): 374 


Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 253 
Total Preference (AUMs): 627 
Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs)- 349 


Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 10 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late seral). 
Juniper encroachment cxists. 


A-92 * Appendix 


Management Objectives: 
Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR I. 

Maintain or improve niparian/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 
Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 














Allotment Name: Wilson Creek FFR 
Allotment Number. 0537 
Management 

Category (Prority): Maintair 
Public Actes: 810 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres: 2.233 
Total Acres: 3,043 


Active Preference (AUMs): 72 


Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 78 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 78 


Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs): 2 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly serail or less than 40% late scral) 
Jumiper encroachment exists. 





Manerement Objectives: 

improve unsatisfactory and maintain satis!actory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 
Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR | 


Maintain or improve npanan/wctland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 
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Alloument Name: Feltwell 
Allotment Number 0544 
Management 

Category (Pnority) Maintain 
Public Acres: 903 
State Actes: 0 
Private Acres: 718 
Total Acres: 1.621 


Active Preference (AUMs): 
Suspended Nonuse «..UMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs): l 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 
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Management Obj cctives: 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satr<lactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve nparian/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 


Manage special status cpecies and habitats *> increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 














Allotment Name Glass Creck 
Allooment Number 0552 
Management 

Category (Prority) Maintain 
Public Actes: 1.751 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acre 180 
Total Acres: 1,931 


Active Preference (AUMs): 139 


Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 139 
Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) 167 


Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs 8 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological condwon may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% etciy seral or less than 40% late scral) 
Perennial surface water present. 


Riparian/wetland ecosystems present 


Special status species present (sage grouse) 


Management Objectives: 


improve vasatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Mert or cxceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATh |! 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetland arcas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to imcrease 
Of maintain populations. SPSS | 











Alloument Name. Gluch 
Allotment Number. 0s53 
Management 

Category (Pnority) Maintain 
Public Acres: 241 
State Actes: 0 
Private Acres: 20 
Taal Acres: 261 


Active Preference (AUMs) $0 


Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) $0 
Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) $0 


Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs): | 
Wild Horses (AUMs; 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly serail or less than 40% late scral) 


Special status species present (sage grouse) 
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Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Manage special status species and habriats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 














Allotment Name 

Allotment Number 0557 
Management 

Category (Priority) Maintain 
Public Actes: 3,998 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres 146 
Total Acres 4.145 


Active Preference (AUMs)- 


Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Totel Preference (AUMs) 86S 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) $82 


Other Forage Allocations 


ty 


Wildlife (AUMs): 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late scral) 


Riparian/wetland ccosystems present. 


Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Maintain or improve mparian/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
of maintain populations. SPSS |. 
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Alloument Name Franconi 
Allooment Number os58 
Management 

Category (Priority) Maintain 
Public Acres: 673 
State Actes: 0 
Private Acres 1,587 
Total Acres: 2.260 


Active Preference (AUMs) 120 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 120 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) iit 


Other Forage Allocations 


te 


Wildlife (AUMs): 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological condition may tk satisfactory (more than 


10% carly seral or less than 4% late «cral) 
Noxious weeds present 


Perennial surface water present 
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Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maimtain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 


WATR |! 


Maintain of improve mparian/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 


of maintain populations. SPSS | 














Alloument Name: Sheep Crock 
Alloomem Number oss9 
Management 

Category (Prority) Maintain 
Public Acres 614 
State Acres 0 
Private Acres 937 
Total Acres 1.550 


Active Preference (AUMs) 68 


Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 68 
Average Use (1988-19970 AUMs) $8 


Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 1 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ecological «~adition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly serai or less than 40% late scral) 


Ripanan/wetiand ccosysiems present 


Special status species present (sage grouse) 


Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condimon on all areas VEGE |! 


Maimtamn of improve nmpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
a maintain populations SPSS | 
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Acuve Preference (AUMs) 115 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 115 


Average Use (1988-1997, 4UMs) 117 
Other Forase Allocatons 


Wildlife (AUMs) 7 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Management Objectives 


Improve unsatisfactory and manta satisfactory 
vegetation healtt/condition on all acas. VEGE | 


Meet of exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintamn of improve mpanan/wetiand areas to afta 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habriats to mcrease 
of maintain populations SPSS ! 

















Allotment Name Rockville Active Preference (AUMs) 2.288 

Alkemenm Number 0565 Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 2.288 

Managrtcnt 

Category (Prority) Main arn Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs) 2.161 

Public Acres 13,221 Other Forage Allocation: 

State Acres 628 

Private Acres $$ Wildlife (AUMs) 17 

Total Acres 13,905 Wild Horses (AUMas) 

Resource Concerns: Management Objectives. 


Additional Managi nent ( onsiderstions 


improve unsatesfactory and mamtam satefactory 
vegetanon health/condmon on all areas VEGE ! 


Meet or exceed Sate of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetiand areas to afta 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Maintain or enhance the condition. abundance and 
distribution of wildlife haba. WDLF | 

Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
ot maintain populations SPSS | 


The McBride Creek RNA/ACEC occurs within this allotment Management constraints for thus ACEC are 


idemtifed in Table ACKC-E 
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Alloomen Name Maher FPR 
Aloument Nomber 0567 
Management 

Caegory (Prony) Maintain 
Publix Acres 910 
Same Actes 0 
Prwate Actes aag 
Total Acres ss, 


Bol 


Actve Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Noma. (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) j 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 120 


Other Forage Allacatom 


- 


Wildlife (AUMs) 
Wild Morwes (AUMs) 





| 


Special status species presen (sage grouse) 
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Management (Objectives 


lmpro . umatefactory and mamtam satefactory 
vegetation healtt/condmon on all areas = VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I! 


Marta or improve npanan/eetiand areas to aftan 
proper functiowing or satiefactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habuiats to mcrease 
or mamta populanoms SPSS | 











Aloaomen Name Grevevard Pou 
Alloement Number ose6s 
Managemen! 

Category (Prony) Marntain 
Publix Acres 3.226 
State Actes 0 
Private Acres $33 
Total Actes 779 


Actwe Preference (AUMs) 129 
Suspended Nonuse (ALM) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 129 
Average Use (1988-19972 AUMas) i 
Other Forage Allacatom 


Wide (AUMs) ! 
Wid Horws (ALUMs) 





Resource ( concerns 


Ecological condimon may be uematufactory (more than 
10% carty seral of lews than 40% late sera!) 


Speceal status epecees present (curiew. plant) 


Additional Managemen! ( onuders’ vm 


Management (Objectives 


Improve umatifactory and mamta satrefactary 
vegetanon health/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Manage special satus species and habwiats to mcrease 
of mainttam population. SPSS | 
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Alwamem Name Acuve Preference (AUMs) 990 

Aloomes Number os7i Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 996 

Manage ment 

Category (Prorty) Maintain Average Use ( 1988-1997" AUMae) a 

Publix Acres 12.666 Other Forage Allocation 

Same Actes 0 

Private Actes wb Wiidiete (AUMs) 2 

Towal Actes 13,570 Wild Horses (ALUM? 

Resource ( oncerms Management (Objectives: 

Hagh cromon potential cirsts on greater than \% of improve umatefactory and manta satifactory 

the publx lands on thn alicement watervhed health/comdmon on all areas SOM | 


Eoological condition may “« enestiefactory (more Gen 8 improve enesticfactory and maintain satisfactory 
10% carty seral or less than 40% late scral) vegetation healttycondiies on all aces VEGE | 


Perenmal surface water present Meet of exceed Suate of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 
Ripanan/wetiand ecosysiems: present Maman of omprove npanan/wetiand areas to atlan 


proper functioning or satiefactory condition. RIPN | 


Special status species present (hald eagle burrowing Manage special status species and habvtaty to imcrease 
owl. curlew. ferrugmous hawt. longnose snake plant. or mamamn populanom SPSS | 


Additional Management ( onsderstion: 


The Guffey Bune Black Bune Archarological Distnct ACEC coowrs withen the: allotn.c® Management con 
streints for this ACHC are identifed in Table ACHC-£. 


All of a porvon of tus allotment 5 wittun the boundary of the Snake River Bords of Prey NCA Addimonal 
management constramts for thus area are epecified im the Snake River Birds of Prey NCA Managemen Plan (| 996. 
or as may he amended) 


The Oregon National Histor Tras) coours wither the ailotmem Additonal management contramts for thy area 
are specified in the Oregon Trail Management Plan (/984. or as may be amended) 




















Alloumen Name Burgess 
Aloumest Norber os72 
M _negement 
Cutcgory (Prority) Ma:ntass 
Publx Acres idaho 1051 
Oregon 19} 
Sume Actes 0 
Private Acres: idaho 66 
Oregon is 
Total Actes 1-45 


Acuve Preferemce (AUMs) 240 
Suspended Numwee (AUMs) 0 
Total Preferemce (ALUM) 240 
Average Use (1988-1997 H AUMas) 208 
Other Forage Allocatom 


Wihdiele (AUMa) ‘ 
Wad Horses (AlLMae 





Ecological cc admon may be unsatisfactory (more than 


10% carty seral or lew than «J% late wera!) 


Rupanan/eetland ecosywiems present 


Special status specees presem (sage growse) 


Management (Myectives 


improve umatefactory and maentan sateefactory 
vepetater bealthyoomdmon on all areas VEGF | 


Maermtaen of ump owe mmanan/ertiand areas to aflzen 
proper funchomeng or satefactory conden RIPN | 


Manage special states epecees and habwiats to mcreane 
of mamtan population SPSS | 
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Allotment Name Jums Peak FFR 
Allotment Number 0576 
Management 

Category (Priority): Maintain 
Public Acres: 1,090 
State Acres: 42 
Private Acres: 1.501 
Total Acres: 2.632 


Active Preference (AUMs): $6 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 56 
Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs): 56 
Other Forage Allocations: 

Wildlife (AUMs): 4 


Wild Horses (AUMs)- 





Special status species present (sage grouse). 
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Management Objectives: 


vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 
Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 




















Allotment Name Sinker Bute 
Alloument Number os78 
Management 

Category (Priority) Maintain 
Public Acres: 7.076 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres: 339 
Total Acres: 7415 





Active Preference (AUMs) 707 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 707 


Average Use (1988-19972 AUMs): 597 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 1 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





High erosion potential exists on greater than 30% of 


the public lands in this allotment. 


Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL |. 


vegetation health/condition on all arcas. VEGE |. 


Meet of exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR I. 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 
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Alloument Name Jordan Valicy 
Alloument Number 0592 
Management 

Category (Prority): Maintain 
Public Acres: 248 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres: 75 
Total Acres: 323 


Active Preference (AUMs): 
Suspemted Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs): 


Ses 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs): 29 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 1 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 
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Management Objectives: 

Improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 
Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 














Allotment Name Big Ficid FFR 
Alloument Number 0594 
Management 

Category (Prority): Maintain 
Public Acres: 919 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres 1,717 
Total Acres: 2.6% 


Active Preference (AUMs) 147 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 21 
Total Preference (AUMs) 168 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 147 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs). ! 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 








Juniper encroachment cxists. 


Special status species present (redband trout, sage 


Additional! Management ( onsideration: 


Management Objectives. 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetiand areas to aftain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintein populations. SPSS |. 


The Boulder Creek ONA/ACEC occurs within this “tment. Management constraints for this ACEC are identifed 
in Table ACEC-E. 
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Allounemt Name Warn Active Preference (AUMs): 74 
Alloument Number 0596 Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 74 

Management 
Category (Priority): Maintain Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 156 
Public Acres: 707 Other Forage Allocations: 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres. 0 Wildlife (AUMs) 2 
Total Acres: 707 Wild Horses (AUMs): 

Concerns: Management Objectives: 


Management ( onsiderstions 
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vegetation health/condition on all areas VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR 1. 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
Of maintain populations. SPSS |. 

















Berrett FPR 
0609 

Management 
Category (Pnority) Maintain 
Public Acres 875 
State Acres: 2.076 
Private Acres: 3.224 
Total Acres: 6.176 


Active Preference (AUM + 114 


Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 114 
Average Use (1988-1997XAUMs) 114 


Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 3 
Wild Horses ‘4UMs): 





Management Objectives: 
improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR I. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 
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Allooment Name Tyson FPR 
Alloument Number 0616 
Management 

Category (Priority): Maintain 
Public Acres: 932 
Semte Acres: 2.820 
Private Acres: 3,519 
Tetal Acres: 7.271 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Sespended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


3 Ses 


Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs): 2 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Resource Concerns: 
Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral of less than 40% late scral) 


Perenmial surface water present 


Ripanan/wetiand ccosysiems present 


Special status species present (plant. redband trout. 
sage grouse, spotted frog). 
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Management (Objectives. 
improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas, VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetiand areas to aflain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to imcrease 
Of maintain populations. SPSS |. 




















Alloument Name Burghardt FFR 
Alloomem Number 0625 
Management 

Category (Prorty) Maintarn 
Publ Acres 663 
Seme Acres 462) 
Powme Actes 2.662 
Total Acres 3.788 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


S$ eS 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocapons 


Wildlife (AUMs) 2 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Additional Management ( onaiderstion: 


\isuegement Objectives: 
‘prove unsatisfactwry and mamta satrsfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all arcas VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR ! 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status especies and habvtats to imcrease 
Of maintain populations. SPSS | 


A portion of this allotment is within the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Management constraints are identified in Otyective RECT 7 Alernative E 
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Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nomuse (AU/Ms; 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


sok 


a 
Pd 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMsy 
Other Forage Allocabons 


Wildlife (AUMs) 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Resource Concerns: 


Ecological condimon may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carty seral of less than 40% late ocral) 


Special status species present (curiew) 
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Managemem 3 (bjecti es: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satrsfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Manage special status species and habvtats to mcrease 
or maintain populations SPSS | 























Alounen Na Wen Castle Active Preference (AUMs) 700 

Alloument Number 0645 Suspended Nomuse (ALMs) 161 
Total Preference (AUMs) 86! 

Management 

Category (Prority) Maiotain Average Use (1988-1997KAUMs) 0 

Public Actes 9.873 Other Forage Allo.atons 

Seme Actes: 0 

Private Acres. $00 Wildlife (AUM:; 1 

Total Actes: 10,373 Wild Horses AUMs): 

Resource Concerns: Menragement Objectives: 

High cromon potential exists on greater than WE of Improve unsatisfactory and mamtam satisfactory 

the public lands in thes allotment watershed health/condimon on all areas SOIL | 


Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40°% late scral) 
Nowous weeds present 


Rupanan/wetland ecosystems present 


Special status species present (bighorn sheep. collared 
hzard. plant. sage grouse) 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamtam satisfactory 
vegetation health/condimon on all areas VEGE | 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetiand areas to afta 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
of maintain populations. SPSS |. 
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il 
P ff 
sft 


a 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 45 
Suspended Nonuse (ALUM) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 45 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 3S 
Other Forage Allocabons 


Wildlife (AUMs) ! 
Wild Horses (AUMay 











| 


10% carly seral or less than 40% late seral) 
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Managernent Objectives: 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
waterthed healttyconditics on all aces SOL | 


vegetation health/condition on all acas. VEOE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maintain of improve npenan/wetiand areas to astlan 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition § RIPN | 

















if 
; ff 
Zool | 4 | 


an 








Reseerce ( cncerns 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 6! 
Suspended “amuse (AlMs) 
Total Preferemce (AUMs) 


Average Use (1988-1997X AUMas) 40 
Other Forage Allocations 


Widiefe (AUMs) 2 
Wid Horses (AUMs) 





Management (Objectives 


improve unsatefactory and mantam satefactory 
wamervhed healthycondmen on all areas SOT | 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetanon health/condmon on all areas VEGE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Marntarn or umprove npanan/wetiand areas to aflasn 
proper funchoming or satisfactory condimen § RIPN | 


Manage special status epecies and habeiats to morease 
@ maintain populations SPSS | 
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Aboumen Nem Hankey FPR 
Aboumes ‘urmhe 0455 
Managemen: 

Caaegory (Prony) C wstadua! 
Publix Acree 1” 
Same Acres 0 
Prrwane Acres 60% 
Total Acres 740 





Acuwe Preference (AUMs) 7 


Suspended “womuse Al Mis) 0 
Total Preferemce (AUMs) 7 


Average Use (1988-1997KAUMe) ? 


Other Forage Allocatons: 
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Managraneant (Objectives 


leywove unsatisfactory and mamta satefactary 
vegetanon healtycondmon on all areas VEGE | 


Manage specia!) status epecie: and hateiats to mcrease 
or mamtan populanom SPSS | 
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tt 


é 
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Actve Preference (AUMs) 123 
Swapended Nomuse (A\'Ms) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs 121 
Average Use (1988-19970 AUMs) 121 
Other Forage Allocation 


Wiidiele (AUMs) 2 
Wild Horws (AUMa? 





Management (Objectives 


improve unsatisfactory and mamta satesfactory 
watervhed health/condmon on all areas SOT | 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetation healt/condition on all arvcas, VEGOE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR! 


Marntann of umprove npanan/wetiand areas &) aflan 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habrtats to increase 
or maintain populations SPSS | 
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Alloument Number 0455 
Management 

Category (Priority): Custodial 
Public Acres: 97 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres: 850 





Active Preference (AUMs): 12 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 12 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 12 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late scral). 


Special status species present (sage grouse). 
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Management Objectives: 


Improve unsatisfactory and maintain catisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 
Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 




















Allouncat Name: McKay FFR 
Alounent Number 0457 
Management 

Category (Prority): Custodial 
Public Acres: 26 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres: 782 
Total Acres: 808 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs): 


vw OW 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 2 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs) 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Management Objectives: 


vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to sflan 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increas. 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 
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Allounest Name Joseptune FFR 
Allotment Number 0456 
Management 

Category (Prority): Custodial 
Public Acres 351 
Seate Actes: 141 
Private Acres 2.368 
Total Acres: 2.861 


Active Preference (AUMs) 20 
Suspended Nonmuse (AUMs) 0 
Totsi Preference (AUMs) 20 

20 





Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs): 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs) 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Special status species present (spotted frog). 
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Management Objectives: 

vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE 1. 
Maintain or improve mpanan/wetiand areas to afta 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
Of maintain populations. SPSS |. 




















Munro FFR 





0461 
Management 
Category (Priority): Custod:s! 
Public Acres: 77 
Sete Acres: 0 
Private Acres: $07 
Total Acres: S84 


Active Preference (AUMs): is 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) iS 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) is 


Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Management Objectives: 


vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 


Of maintain populations. SPSS |. 


Appendix * A-123 

















Aloumem Name Jordan Creek FPR 
Alloumem Number 0463 
Management 

Category (Priority): Custodial 
Public Acres: 208 
Sete Acres: 3 
Private Acres: 94) 
Total Acres: 1,152 


Active Preference (AUMs): 41 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 41 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 4! 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): ! 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 
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Management Objectives: 

vegeteton health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 
Maintain or enhance the condipon, abundance and 
distribution of wildlife habitat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
Or maintain populations. SPSS |. 




















Allounest Name Chimacy Pot FFR Active Preference (AUMs): 4 

Allotment Number 0464 Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 4 

Management 

Category (Priority): Custodial Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 4 

Public Actes: 25 Other Forage Allocations: 

State Acres: 0 

Private Acres: 1,255 Wildlife (AUMs) 0 

Total Acres: 1,280 Wild Horses (AUMs) 

Resserce Concerns: Management Objectives: 


Loological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or lees than 40% late scral). 


Special status species present (sage grouse). 


vegetation healtycondition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to imcrease 
Of maintain populations. SPSS |. 
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Alounent Name Quintana FFR 
Alloumem Number 0465 
Management 

Category (Priority): Custodial 
Publ Acres: 902 
Semte Acres: 2.201 
Private Acres: 2.870 
Total Acres: 5,973 





Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


soe 


‘ot 
Ld 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs): i 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Resource Concerns: 

Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral of less than 40% ete scral). 

Juniper encroachment exits. 


Perenmal surface water present 


Rupanan/wetland ccosysiems present 


Special status species present (redband trout. sage 
grouse, western toad) 


Additional Management ( onsiderstions 


Management Objectives 
improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on ali arcas, VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve mpanan‘wetland areas to aflain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
Of maintain populations. SPSS |. 


The Boulder Creek ONA/ACEC occurs within this allotment’ Management constraints for this ACEC are identifed 


in Table ACEC-E. 

















Aloumem ‘ame Stanford PFR 
Alloumen Number 0470 
Management 

Category (Prority) Custodial 
Publik Acres: 40 
Seme Acree: 0 
Priva Acres: 40 
Total Acree: $80 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nowuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


w Ow 


Average Use (1988-1997KAUMasy 2 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wildlife (AUMs) 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 








| 
| 


Ecological condimon may be unsatisfactory (more than 


Additional Management ( onsiderstion: 


Management (Objectives 


vegetanon health/condimon on all areas VECE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Maimtamn or improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status specoes and habwtats to mcrease 
or maintain populapons SPSS | 


Wilderness Study Area(s) cccurs within this allotment Management activities must conform to the BLM +s 
Imterum Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Renew 


River segment(s) found suitable for inclusion im the Wild and Scemx River system occurs within this allotment 
Management guidelines for imternm protection of potential Wild. Scemc and Recreational nver segments are 


outlined in Appendix RECT-! 


A portion of this allotment is within the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Management constraints are identified in Otyective RECT 7 Alternative E 
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P ff 


ae 











Acuve Preference ‘AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


wow 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMsy 5 


Othe: Forage Allocanons 
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Management (bdjectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maimtan satisfactory 
vegetation healttycondition on all aces. VEGE | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
of maintain popelations SPSS |. 





























P ff 


czf 
Hat 


Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


wow 


Average Use (1988-1997KAUMs) 5 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMay 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





HI 
| 
; 


i 
: 
i 
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Aéditiane! Management ( onaiderstions 


Management (Objectives: 


improve unsatefactory and mantan satefactory 
vegetation healthyconditios on all aces. VEGE |. 


Manage special status specoes and habvtats to mcrease 
or maintain populations SPSS |. 





The Cosimene Basin RNA/ACEC occurs within this allotment Management constraints for tus ACEC are 


identified in Table ACKC-E. 
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Alounest Name Lequerxa FFR 
Abounes Number o473 
Management 

Category (Priority): Custodial 
Publ Acres: 129 
Sume Actes 0 
Prwate Acres 893 
Total Actes: 1,022 
Reseerce Concerns: Management (Objectives 
Ecological condmmon may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carty seral or less than 40% late scral) 


| 
: 


Management ( onasiderstions 
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Afoumes “ame 25 

Alounest Number o«re 0 
25 

Managemen: 

Camegory (Prorzy) C wetendia! 25 

Publx Acres 277 

Same Ace 0 

Powe Acres 4) I 

Tel Aces 1208 

Ressurre ( cacerus Managearei (Objective: 

Boological condimoe may be unsatisfactory (more Ghee 3=oimprove unsatisfactory and maentan satefactory 

10% carty sera! or tess than 4% late ral) vegetanor healttycondymer om all areas = VEOE | 

Perenmal surface water presen Meet on exceed Sume of idaho water quality wandards 

WATR! 
Rapanan’ wetland ccosystems present Marntan of umprove mpanan/wetiand areas to stlun 


proper functoming or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Cracsal tag game ernter habuat present (pronghorn Martian of enhance the condmon abundance and 
amiclope | Guuribunon of wildhfe habeas = WDLF | 


Special status species present (plant sage grower) Manage special status epee: and habviats to morease 
or mamtar populanons SPSS | 
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Reeserce ( careres Management (Jbjectives 

Ecotogecal condor may be ematefactory (more Gen = =oieprovwe unsatisfactory and maumtan satefactory 
10% carty sere or less than 47% ieee wera!) vegetanen heakttycondmon on al) aves VEOE | 
Rapenan/ertiand sconywem: presen Maura of omprove npanan/ertiand area: & atlaen 


Specal Mates epecees presen (sage grower) Manage qpecia) slate: apmcies and habwat boon reese 
or mamma populanon SPSS | 
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oe 


Actwe Preferemce (AMs) 
Suspended Nommec (A\'Ms) 
Towal Preference (AUMa) 





*-o &* 


Average Use (1988-1997"AUMs) . 
Other Forage Allocatons 


Wildlife (AUMs; 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





I | 


| 
| 
| 


| 
: 


Management ( onatdereth as 





Management Objectives: 


improve unsausfactory and mamta satesfactory 
vegetation healttyconditics os all aces VECE | 


Mantan of improve mpanan/wetiand areas to sflan 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 
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0483 
Management 
Category (Priority): Custodial 
Public Acres: 18! 
State Acres: 628 
Private Acres: 2.475 
Total Acres: 3.284 


Active Preference (AUMs): 12 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): i2 
Average Use (1988-1997X AUMs): i2 


Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 
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Management Objectives: 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 











Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


“Vow 


Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) 5 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Management ( onsiderations 


Management Objectives: 


Improve unsatisfactory and maimtain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Alloumest Name: Meadow Creek PFR 
Allotment Number 0491 
Management 

Category (Prony): Custodial 
Public Acres: 360 
State Acres: 0 
Private Acres: 119 
Total Acres: 479 


Active Preference (AUMs): 47 
Suspended Nosuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 47 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 47 


Other Forage Allocabons. 


Wildlife (AUMs): 0 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





Management Objectives: 


improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all arcas. VEGE |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 


or maintain populations. SPSS | 




















Alloumem Name Chipmunk Field FFR 
Alloument Number 0523 
Management 

Category (Priority): Custod:al 
Public Acres: $67 
State Acres: » 
Private Acres: 12,376 
Total Acres: 12,973 


Active Preference (AUMs): 72 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs): 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 72 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 72 


Other Forage Allocatoas 


Wildlife (AUMs): 2 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Management Objectives: 


vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetiand areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 


Manage special status specses and habitats to mcrease 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Alounem Name Stanford FFR Active Preference (AUMs): 17 

Allooment Number 0543 Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs): 17 

Management 

Category (Priority): Custodial Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 17 

Public Acres 93 Other Forage Allocations: 

Sumte Actes 0 

Private Acres: 1,282 Wildlife (AUMs): 0 

Total Acres: 1,375 Wild Horses (AUMs): 

Resource Concerns: Management Objectives: 


Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral or less than 40% late scral). 
Perenmal surface water present 


Special status species present (redband trout, sage 
grouse). 
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vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR I. 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS | 
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Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs): 
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Average Use (1988-1997WAUMs): 
Other Forage Allocatons 


Wildlife (AUMs): 2 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 
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Management ( onsiderstions 


Management Objectives: 


vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards 
WATR I! 


Maintasn of improve npanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habvtats to imcrease 
or maintain populations SPSS | 
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Active Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


& 808 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 


Other Forage Allocabons 


Wildlife (AUMay 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 
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Management Objectives: 


watershed health/condmon on all areas SOIL | 


vegetation health/condition on all areas VEGE | 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
or maintain populapons SPSS | 

















Alloumes Name Active Preference (AUMs): 24 

Alloument Number Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 24 

Management 

Category (Pnority) Custodial Average Use (1988-1997KAUMs) 24 

Semte Actes 6.783 

Private Acres: 19 Wikdiefe (AUMs) 0 

Total Actes: 7,006 Wild Horses (AUMs): 

Resource Concerns: Management Objectives” 


Ecological condjon may be unsatisfactory (more than 


10% carly serail of less than 40% late scral) 
Jumper encroachment exists 


Rupanan/wetiand ecosystems present 


Aditional Management ( onsiderstions 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamtan satisfactory 
vegetation health/condimon on all areas VEGE | 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Wilderness Study Area(s) oocurs within this allotment Management activities must conform to the BLM's 
Intenm Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wiiderness Review 


A portion of this allotment = within the primitive settings of SRMA lands affected by the Owyhee River System 
Management constraints are identified in Otyective RECT 7 Alternative E 
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Goose Crock FFR 


Pi 


Peas 
tn 





Acuve Preferemce (A.M) 


Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


a oo 
w Ow 


Average Use (1988-1997 X AUMs): 


ae 
o- 


Other Forage Allocanom 
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vegetation health/condition on all arvcas, VEGE | 


Maintain of improve mpanan/wetland areas \ aflan 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Masntann or enhance the condipon abundance and 
Gitribation of wildlife haba. WDLF | 


Manage special status apecies and habitats to mcrease 
or maimtain populations SPSS | 





























A}ounest Name Comal Creek FFR Acuve Preference (AUMs) + 

Ajounemt Number 0602 Suspended Nonmuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 9 

Managemen! 

Category (Prony) Custodial Average Use (1988-1997XAUMs) 9 

Publix Acres 70 Other Forage Allocations 

Seme Actes 0 

Private Acres 202 Wildlife (AUMs) 0 

Total Acres 272 Wild Horses (AUMs) 

Resource (concerns: Managrioent Objectives 

Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 

10% carly scral or lees than 40% late sera!) vegetation healttycondiics on all avems VEGE | 

Nowous weeds present 

Special status species present (sage grouse) Manage speci! status species and habviats to mcrease 
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Additional Management ( onsiderstion: 





Management (djectives” 


improve unsatisfactory and mamtan satesfactory 
vegetation healthycondities on all aes VECE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Marmtan of omprove npanan/wetiand areas to attan 
proper funchomng or satisfactory condimon RIPN | 


Marntan of enhance the Condon abundance and 
Getribatios of wildlife taba WDLF | 


in Table ACEC-E 
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Jumper encroachment exists 
Nowows weeds present 


Perenmal surface water present Meet or exceed Sume of idaho water quality standarus 
WATR 1 

Rupanan/wetiand scotysiem: present Marntasn of emprove mpanan/wetiand areas to aftan 
proper functoming or satefactory condinon RIPN | 

Special status species present (redband wout) Manage special status species and habetate to increase 


or maintain populations SPSS | 
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Management ( omatder tions 
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Management (jertves 


improve unsatefactory and mauntaen satefactory 
watervhed healtvcondman on al) areas SOUL | 


improve wesatiefactory and manta satisfactory 
vegetanon health/condmon on all area VEGE | 


Meet of croeed Sume of idaho water quality standards 
WATR! 


Maentann of emprove Opanan/wertand areas to atlaen 
proper functioning or satiefactory condition § RIPN | 


Manage specs! statue apecues and habuan boom reese 
OO mma populanom SPSS | 
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Resource ( cacerus Management (Objective: 

Ecotagecal condmon may be unsatisfactory (more than improve unsatisfactory and mamta satesfactory 

10% ecarty seral or less than 40% late serail) vegetanon health/condmon on all area = VEGE | 

Special statue apres presem (sage growse | Manage wecial status epecies and habeiats to omcrease 
or mamta populamons SPSS | 

Additions! Management © onaster ethons 
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Manaeement 

Category (Priority): Custodial 
Public Acres: 602 
State Acres: C 
Private Acres. 836 
Total Acres: 1438 


Active Preference (AUMs) 35 
Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) 35 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 35 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): i 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





Ripanan/wetland ccosysiems present. 


Special status species present (sage grouse). 


Additional Management ( onsiderstions 


Management Objectives: 


watershed health/condition on all areas. SOIL |. 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamtamn satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE |. 


Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards. 
WATR |. 


Maintain or improve mpanan/wetland areas to aftain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 


Wilderness Study Area(s) occurs within this allotment. Management activites must conform to the BLM's 
Interim Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review. 
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Acuve Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nomuse (AUMs) 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


ts 
* oo 


~~ 
ae 


Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocanons 


Wildlife (AUMs): I 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 





I 
| 


Rupanan/wetiand ecosysiems present 


Crucial big game winter habitat present (mule deer). 


Special status species present (sage grouse) 


Management Objectives 
vegetanon health/coadipon on al) areas VEGE | 


Meet or exceed State of idsho water quality sandards 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetland areas to sttamn 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN 1. 


Maintain or enhance the condipon. abundance and 
Gtribution of wildlife habuat. WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habriats to mcrease 
of maintain populations. SPSS |. 
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Alloement Narac Jommstone FFR 
Allormem Number 0618 
Managemen! . 
Category (Priority): Custodial 
Public Acres: 372 
Sume Acres 701 
Private Actes 4.269 
Total Acres: 5.343 


Active Preference (AUMs) $2 
Sespended Nonuse (AUMs) 6 
Total Preference (AUMs) $2 


Average Use (1988-1997¥AUMs) $2 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 1 
Wild Horses (AUMs)- 
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Management Objectives: 
vegetation health/condition on all areas VEGE |. 


Meet or exceed State of Idaho water quality standards. 
WATR 1. 


Maintain or improve npanan/wetiand areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habrtats to mcrease 
Of maintain populations. SPSS |. 


a 
























Aliotrmest Name Evans PPR 
Allotment Number 0619 
Managemen! 

Category (Prority): Custodial 
Public Acres: 734 
State Acres: $35 
Private Acres: 3,935 
Total Acres: $.225 





Active Preference (AUMs): 
Suspended Nonuse (AUMs) 

Total Preference (AUMs) 
Average Use (1988-1997 AUMs): 
Other Forage Allocations: 


Wildlife (AUMs): 
Wild Horses (AUMs): 





BS: Soba 





Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than 


10% carly seral or less than 40% late serail) 
Jumper encroachment exists 


Ripanan/wetiand ccosysiems present. 


Management Objectives: 


watershed healtt/condition on all areas. SOIL |. 


vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 


Maintain of umprove mpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN |. 


Manage special status species and habstats to increase 
or maintain populations. SPSS |. 
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Resource Concerns: Management (Objectives 

Ecological condition may be unsatisfactory (more than improve unsatisfactory and maintain satisfactory 
10% carly serail of less than 40% late sera!) vegetation health/condition on all areas. VEGE | 
Noxious weeds present. 

Specie! status species present (plant. sage grouse) Manage special status species and habitats ‘o mcrease 











| 


a 





Additional Management ( onsiderstion: 





32 


32 





Meet or exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR | 


Maintain of improve nmpanan/wetland areas to attain 
proper functoning or satisfactory condition RIPN |. 


Mamntann of enhance the condimon, abundance and 
Gitribution of wildiife haba. WDLF |. 


Manage special status species and habitats to mcrease 
Of maintain populations. SPSS |. 


The Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep Habitat Area ACEC occurs within this allotment Management constrants for 


this ACEC are identifed in Table ACBC-E. 


Wilderness Study Area(s) occurs within tus allotment Management activives must conform to the BLM s 
Imerim Management Policy and Guidelines for Lands Under Wilderness Review 
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Alounmem Name Rall Crock FPR 
Aloemem “umber 0627 
Managemen: | 
Category (Priority): Custodial 
Publix Acres 122 
Sue Acres: 10% 
Priwae Acres: 1299 
Total Acres: 3017 





Active Preferemce (AUMs) 
Sespended Nomuse (ALM:) 
Total Preferemce (AUMs) 


ae ae 
vw oO w 


— 
‘os 


Average Use (1988-19970 AUMs) 


Other Forage Allocations 





| 
| 


Ecological comdimon may be unsatisfactory (more than 
10% carly seral of less than 40% late sera!) 
Perenmal surface water present 


Rupanan/wetland ecosystem present 


Special status species present (sage grouse) 
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Management Objectives 


improve unsatisfactory and mamta satisfactory 
vegetation health/condition on ali areas VEOE | 


Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR |! 


Maintain of improve mpaenan/wetland areas to aflan 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status specoes and habwtats to mcrease 
or mamntan populanonms SPSS | 


























Alloumen Name Kershner FFR Active Preference (AUMs) il 

Alloumem Number 0632 Suspended Manuse (ALUMs) 0 
Total Preference (AUMs) it 

Managemen! 

Category (Prority) Custodial Average Use (1988-19971 AUMs) 1 

Publ Acres. 278 Other Forage Allocations 

Some Acres 0 

Private Acres $97 Wiidiife (AUMs) 0 

Total Acres avs Wild Horses (AUMs) 

Resource (concerns: Management (Objectives 

Ecological condition may be enesticfactory (more than 3 improve enesticfactory and maintain saticfactory 

10% carty seral of less than 40% late sera!) vegetation health/condition on all areas VEOE | 


Special status species present (sage grouse) Manage special satus epecees and habviats to mcrease 
of maintain population SPSS | 


Additional Management ( onsiderstion: 


The Boulder Creek ONA/ACEIC occurs within thus allotment Management constraints for the ACEC are identified 
in Table ACEC-E 
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Swisher FPR 


ea 


— 
‘Ss 


Acuve Preference (AUMs) 
Suspended Nomuse (ALUM; 
Total Preference (AUMs) 


es 
vw © 


—s 
- 


Average Use (1988-1997" AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocatom 


Wihdiefe (AUMs) 0 
Wid Horwes (AUMs) 





Management (Objective: 


Improve unsatisfactory and mamntar satrsfactory 
vegetanon health/condimon on all areas =VEGE | 
Martan on improve npanan/wetiand areas to afta 
proper functioning or satiefactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status species and habwtats to mcrease 
or maintain populations SPSS | 




















Abounes Name Burgess FPR Acuve Preference (AUMs) 1 

Aloumest Nomber 0638 Suspended Nomuse (AL’Ms; 0 
Tol Prefes + AUMs) i] 

Managemen! 

Category (Prorty? Custodial Average Use (1988-19972 AUMs) 1 

Publ Acres 263 Other Forage Allocabons 

Sume Actes 0 

Private Acres 485 Wildlife (AUMs) 0 

Total Actes 748 Wild Horses (AUMs) 

Resource Concerns: Management Obdjectin 

Ecological condimon may be umatiefactory (more than improve unsatisfactory and masta satisfactory 

10% carty serail or less than 40% late sera!) vegetation healtyconditice on all wee VEGE | 

Perenmal surface water present Meet of exceed State of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I! 

Rupanan/wetiand ccovysiems present Maintain of improve npanan/wetiand areas to aflan 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 

Special status species present (plant. redband trout Manage special status epecoes and habviats to mocrease 

sage grouse) on manta populapons SPSS | 

Aéditioma! Management ( onakieretions 
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Aloumen “ame Satie PPR 
Alounen ‘wumbher 064! 
Managemen: 

Caaegory (Procty? Cumadsal 
Publx Acres io 
Same Acree: 0 
Priwaee Acres 625 
Tow Actes: sis 


Acuve Preferemce (AlUMs) 
Suspended Namuse (AU'M:) 
Total Preferemce (AUMs) 


) -) 
vw Ow 


‘2 
Ss 


Average Use (1988-1997K AUMs) 
Other Forage Allocations 


Wiidife (AUMas) I 
Wild Horses (AUMs) 
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Management (Myectives 


improve unsatisfactory and masta satefactory 
vegetanon health/condimon on all areas = VEGE | 


Meet on exceed Sue of idaho eater quality standards 
WATR! 


Marmtaen of umprove npanan/ertiand areas to allan 
proper functioning or satiefactory condition. RIPN | 


Manage special status epecees and habetan to increase 
oF mmman papulanom SPSS | 

















Abounes: ‘“eme Marnm FRR 
Aboumnem “unaher Ooss 
Managemen: 

Caegory (Prorwy) C wstcdual 
Publix Acces 2.265 
Some Acres coe 
Prwate Acres 1.029 
Teel Acres 10 








| 


A ddittiene: \Menagrmern © wander trom 


Meet of crceed Sume of idaho wane: quality standards 
WATR! 


Marnier of omprove npanan/wetland arta: to amas 
proper functioning or satisfactory condition RIPN | 


Manage special slates qpmcre: and habeas to mcreasr 
o mamta populahon SPSS | 


The Guffey Bune/Biact Bume Archarotogrcal Destnct ACHC coours with the allotment Management con 


straints for this ACTIC ave identifed i Table ACHC-£ 


All ons pornon of the slloument 1 even the howndary of the Snake River Borde of Prey NO A Addimonal 
managemen! constrannts for the ares are apecified in the Snake River Borde of Prey NCA Managemen Plan (| 004 


The Oregon Namonal Hieron Tras! cocur wither te allotment Addimonal management comtrannt: for thee ares 
are apecified w the Oregon Tran Managemen: Plan (| 984 of ax may he amended) 
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Resserce ( cacerus Management (Objectives: 

Bowogical condimoe may be unsatisfactory (mere Ghar 2 iemprow uneatefactory and maentan satefactory 
10% ecarty serel or less than 40°% iste coral) vegetmor healthycondmer on all acm VEGE | 
Spec.al cate qpecees presen (sage grows) Manage specs) status qprcees and habaan boom Tease 
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Menagemern ( onatderetinns 


Management Objectives: 


improve unsatefactary and mamta sateefactory 
watervhed healtycondimor on all areas SOT | 


improve unsatisfactory and manta satefactory 
vegetation healtyoonditios on all ems VECE | 


Meet of exceed Sume of idaho water quality standards 
WATR I 


Mantas of umprove mpanan/eertiand areas to ata 
proper functioning or satiefactory condition RIPN | 


Maman of enhame the condimon abundane and 
Geribation of wildlife tabu = WDLF | 


Manage special status species and habitats to increase 
or mama populanons SPSS | 
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Standards for Rangeland Health 


The Standards for Rangeland Health. as appled in the State of Idaho. are to be used ¢° the Bureau 
goals for the betterment of the environment. protection of 
ee eee eS 
intent of providing for the multiple use of the public lands. of the standards should 
involve collaboraion between the authorized officer, i publics, and resource users. 


ee ee ee OC a Cee ee eae 












bio connnend Gat tel sacahdies online taatieaie ome ane > ancien oe 
standards, however, Saad cians tauma Goo toades natalie eotiiitan, Furthermore, 
fragmentation of habitat that reduces the effective size of large areas must also be evaluated 


for its Consequences. 

Standard | (Watersheds) 

Watersheds provide for the proper infiltration, retention, and release of water to soil 
and energy 


Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the following: 


1. The amount and distribution of ground cover, including litter, for identified ecological 
site(s) or soil-plant associations are appropriate for site stability. 


2. Evidence of accelerated erosion in the form of rills and/or gullies, erosional pedestals, flow 
patterns, physical soil crusts/surface sealing, and compaction layers below the soil surface is 
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3. Age class and structural diversity of riparian/wetland vegetation is appropriate for the site. 
4. Noxious weeds are not increasing. 
Standard 3 (Stream Channel/Floodpiain) 


Stream channels and floodplains are functioning relative to the geomorphology | 
prem se shape. roughness. confinement and sat ad climate fo rode fr poe 


Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the following: 


1. Stream channels and floodplains dissipate energy of high water flows and transport 
sediment. Soils support appropriate npanan-wetland species, allowing water movement. 
sediment filtration, and water storage. Stream channels are not entrenching. 


2. Stream width/depth ratio, gradient, sinuosity, and pool, riffle and run frequency are 
appropriate for the valley bottom type, geology. hydrology. and soils. 


3. Streams have access to their floodplains and sediment ition 1s evident. 

4. There is little evidence of excessive soul compaction on the floodplain due to human 
5. Streambanks are within an appropriate range of stability according to site potential. 
6. Noxious weeds are not increasing. 


Standard 4 (Native Plant Communities) 
productive, and di re ee a of 
or guemated on eqnengelete 00 coll (ype, climate, end the 4 - 4 
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Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Native plam communities (flora and microbiotic crusts) are maintained or improved to 
of native species. 

2. The diversity of native species is maintained. 


3. Plant vigor (total plant production, seed and seedstalk production, cover, cic.) is adequate to 
enable reproduction and recruitment of plants when favorable climatic events occur. 





4. Noxious weeds are not increasing. 


S$. Adequate litter and standing dead plant matenal are present for site protection and for 
decomposition to replenish sou! nutnents relative to site potential 

Standard 5 (Seedings) 

seeded with mixtures, including predominately non-native plants, are functioning to 
the hydrologic cycle. 

Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. In established seedings, the diversity of perennial species is not diminishing over time. 


2. Plant production, seed production, and cover are adequate to enable recruitment when 








3. Noxious weeds are not increasing. 


4 Adequate litter and standing dead plant matenal are present for site protection and for 
decomposition to replenish soil nutrients relative to site potential. 

Standard 6 (Exotic Plant Communities, Other Than Seedings) 

and maintenance of existing native and seeded plants These communities will be rehabilitated to 
perennial communities when feasible cost effective methods are developed. 

Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the following: 

1. Noxious weeds are not increasing. 

2. The number of perennial species is not diminishing over time. 

3. Plamt vigor (production, seed and seedstalk production, cover, etc.) of remnant native or 
seeded (introduced) plants is maimtained to enable reproduction and recruitment when 
favorable climatic or other environmental events occur. 


4. Adequate litter and ing dead plant maternal is present for site protection and for 
decomposition to replenish nutrients relative to site potential. 
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Standard 7 (Water Quality) 
Surface and ground water on public lands comply with the Idaho Water Quality Standards. 
Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
a a 








Standard 8 (Threatened and Endangered Plants and Animals) 
Habitats are suitable to maintain viable populations of threatened and endangered, sensitive, and 
Indicators may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
1. Parameters described in the Idaho Water Quality Standards. 

ee oe Or 
crabs and hortines Invader ad shai 
3. Age class and structural diversity of mparian/wetland vegetation are appropriate for the site. 
4. Native plant communities (flora and microbiotic crusts) are maintained or improved to 


ensure the functioning of ecological processes and continued productivity and diversity 
of native species. 


5. The diversity of native species is maintained. 





of season, duration (time), and intensity of use, as well 
of livestock Livestock management facilities are structures 
troughs. etc ) used to 


management 
Plan. 
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The BLM will identify and document within 
ability to mect the standards. If a standard is 
toward the stamiard ts being achieved. This a9 
toward the is being achieved. This applies 
Guidelines 


9 grazing practices to maintain adequate production. 
sod epee. nd colline curvied of desired species matcalen. dmak. and 











10. 
the 








Standards. 
11. Use grazing management 


Species Act. Section soaibeueeaar 
and Endangered Species Act, 7 to maintain or habitat for 
Saude Easel Unectaaed, en dinannd, ond constles cham and 

12. Apply grazing management practices and/or facilites that maintain or promote the 


and biological conditions necessary to sustain native plant populations and wildlife 
in native plant communities. 





13. On areas seeded predominantly with non-native plants, use grazing practices 
to maintain or promote the physical and biological conditions to achieve rangelands. 


14. Where native communities exist, the conversion to exotic communities after disturbance 
will be minimized. Neti on ome aostned Gor ciahiiietion distuthad land 
Evaluate whether native plants are adapted. available, and able to compete with weeds or 
seeded exotics. 
15. Use non-native plant species for rehabilitation only in those situations where: 

a. native species are not readily available in sufficient quantities, 

b. native plant species cannot maintain or achieve the standards, or 

c. non-native plant species provide for management and protection of native 

rangelands 


Include a diversity of appropriate grasses, forbs, and shrubs in rehabilitation efforts. 


16. On burned areas, allow natural when it 1s determined that populations of 
native perenmial shrubs. grasses. and ase sufficient to sovegute te se Rest burned or 
rehabilitated areas to allow recovery or establishment of perennial plant species. 


17. Carefully consider the effects of new management facilities (¢.g.. water developments, 
fences) on healthy and properly functioning rangelands prior to implementation. 


why a practices, where feasible, for wildfire control and to reduce the 
targeted may . Cheatgrass, medusa head. and noxious 
esas) edie enhancing Viger ead 


of desirable native or species. 
19. that natural forest jon and 
sete peje eat dn ako Fema promote regeneration protect 
guinea Go ot 


Forest Practices Act requirements for timber stand 
20. Design management fences to minimize adverse impacts. such as habitat fragmentation. to 
maintain habitat integrity and connectivity for native plants and animals. 
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Glossary 





Accelerated Erosion — Soil loss af a rate in excess of natural or geologic crosion as a result of 
human-caused disturbance 


Age Class — A classification of woody plant species according to relative age, ¢.g.. seedling. 
young, mature, or decadent. 


Allotment Management Plan — A documented program whoch apphes to livestock grazing on 


lands. prepared by consulting. cooperating. and coordinating with the permitice(s). 
$s), or other interested publics. 


Animal Habitat —T he place and environment where an animal lives including al! biouc. 
climatic, and edaphic factors. 


Best Practice (BMP) — A component com-binabon of component 

senitees Glamihaad to bo Go matt ieedve, nated meme of or reducing the 

(ldcho Aghcuherd Foleion nonpoint sources to a level with water quality goals 
Pian, August 1993) 


Practices — a ae ones een ee 
are used to BMPs. (Idaho Agricultural Pollution Abatement Plan, August 











993) 


Connectivity — The state of being functionally connected by movement of organisms, 
material, or energy. The opposite of habitat fragmentation. 





Deferment — either by delay or discontinuance of grazing, from the beginning of 
plant growth until the seed is set or the equivalent stage of vegetative reproduction 


Diversity — (1) The absolute number of species in a community, species richness, and (2) a 
measure of the number of species and their relative abundance in a community, low diversity 


refers to few species or unequal abundances, high diversity to many species or equal 
abundances 


Ecological Sites — A kind of land with | ical characteristics that differs from other 
kinds of land in its ability to produce ive kinds and amounts of vegetation and its 
response to management. Ecological site is synonymous with range site and ecological type. 


Energy Flow — The capture of sunlight energy by plants and the conversion through 
photosynthesis to biomass. 
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Ciel db adem wie alien 
indigenous to the area. such as Cheatgrass. star thistle. and medusa head rye 


«°° are aes 
as habitat is lost. 













Gramng Management Practices — Techmiques used to manage livestock and include season. 
duration (amount of the time grazing occurs), intensity of ext. sumbers of livestock. kind of 
livestock, and distribution (e.g. salting. herding. and water development) 


Plan — A combination of andor facilites used to 
pe a grazing management 4 
for Rangeland Health 
Ground Cover — tal ie alone da anne the Land 
surface. t may include macrotnotic crust. , cobble, 
Siavel cian and Gilead. Gaull entes sles bare quound, totais 060 pensent. 


Homan Activities — Any activity that is initiated or controlled by people, such as recreation. 
tumber harvest, livestock grazing, road and other construction, and mining. 


Hydrologic Cycle — The circulation of water in the atmosphere, on the surface of the carth, in 
the soil, and in the underlying rocks. 


indian Treaty — A contract in between the United States Government and Indian tnibes 
Seamally dignad ty dehy euthatiand soseenematives and eallied ty Go Ustad Sune toma 


Indicator — Components or attributes of a rangeland ecosystem that can be observed and/or 
measured that provides evidence of the function, productivity, health and/or condition of the 


ecosystem. 
Infiltration — A soil, as influenced by soil texture, aspect, slope, and vegetation cover. 


Landform — A naturally formed element of the landscape that controls or influences 
hydrologic, physical, and ecological processes. 


Landscape — Landform of a region in aggregate. 
Land Use Plan — Land use plan means a resource 




















plan or management framework 






plan, developed under the provisions of 43 CFR 1600. are through public 
et ee wh eel wt yh Act 
of 1976 and establish management for resource uses of public (43 4100) 





Life form — Characteristic form or appearance of a plant species at maturity, ¢.g.. tree, shrub, 
forb, grass, etc. 


Litter — Dead plant or animal material on the soil surface 


Livestock Management Facilities — Physical facilities, such as fences, water developments. 
and corrals that are used to handle and control livestock 
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Nadiondl Research Counctl 1994 Rangeland Health New Methods to Classify, 
Inventory and Monitor Rangelands 


Residual Vegetation — Amount. cover, and species composition of the vegetation on a site 


after it has been grazed for a period of time. 
Rest — Nongrazing for a specified penod of time. generally a full growing season up to a full 








Significant Progress — Measurable and/or observable (i.¢ . photography, use of 
qualitative procedures) changes in the indicators that demonstrate improved health 


Spatial Scale — The relative size of an area under consideration. For cxample, a small scale 
is a site, a mid-scale is a watershed, and a large scale is a basin. 


saad eidetsiandiaiamntintwveaan 
or or listed by a Bureau of Land Management State Director as sensitive 
Sustained 
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*An of a Prescribed Fire Plan. This plan is subject to change/periodic 
review with other fire Management Plans of Land Use Plans 


L Objectives: 

1. Reduce the current extent of seral pumiper encroachment on selected shrub and grass 
ecological sites 

2 improve the ccological condspon of native plant communes on sclected sites by 
mcreasing thodiverwity and productivity on native shrub and grasses 

3 Mamemuze umpacts to scenic quality and recreabon opportumies 

4. Emsure the protection of natural landscape features of WSA's, ACEC's, and SRMA's. 

S$. Masntain, improve or meet other resource objectives, such as wildlife, watershed, or 


range 


Il. General Description: 
Over 40 differemt soul types are found im the resource area Four vegetavon communities with 


approximately 20 soil types are discussed, for fire activities. The four communities are (a) 
Wyong. basin. and mountain big sagebrush communities, (b) Low sagebrush — bunchgrass 
communites, (¢) Woodland communites, (d) Wet meadow/Ripanan communites: 

See Appendis Fire-2 for additonal information on these communities 













Ill. Requirements for Prescribed Fire are: 
|. Weather Range Temperature. Relative Humidity, Wind direction, Wind speed, Flame 
Length. and Burmng Index 


2. Vegetation: 

(a) 75% of all pres ribed fire will be im the loamy soils, with the three main big sagebrush 
communities, treating mostly pumyper encroachment. and some over mature sagebrush 
communities 

(b) 25% of the remaining prescribed fire acreage will be in a few, other soils within the low 
sagebrush communities and in the woodland communites Only a minor amount of 
acreage of prescribed fire would be in the meadow mpanan communities 

(c) Generally, no prescribed fire will be allowed mm climax (old-growth) jumper snes 
Exceptions would be small (> $ acres) rock outcrops, and peripheral areas of climax sites 
where removal of jumper would encourage release of suppressed mtn mahogany or 
bitterbrush understones 

(d) Boological conditions: (1) density of | plant per 10 sq. fi. ground cover, and (2) at least 
500-600 pounds per acre 


3. Soil: 

(a) Wind Erodibility Groups (WEG) are classes of soils defined on the basis of texture and 
sol eradibility values Ranges of classes are | thru 8&8. with classes | thru 4 being most 
susceptible Classes | thru 4 are to be avonded 

(b) Soil erodibility factor (K factor) of greater than 4} should be avoided. 

(c) Prescribed fire will be limited to topography where slope in 35% oF less 25% oF less on 


granitic sols 
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4 Watershed 
Lamaed prescribed fire will be allowed wetten a 200 foot buffer rome ahong perenmal and 
mayor iMiermufient reams to moet multple-use obyectives only om younger age class pumeper 





S. Wildlife: 

(a) A rauo of 60/40. forage to cover. would be estableshed for mule deer habvtat 

(b) Generally, most prescribed fire would not exceed one-fowth (1/4) mile mn width 
Opumum dengan would retam comtinucus areas of umterconnected brush or puneper Cover 
&) tw 1200 feet wide. 

(c) Restrict prescribed fire to protect habitat im the Boulder Crock and the Red Basin Crucial 
mule dect wimer/eprng ranges 

(¢) For amelope habitat, limit to | 000 acres. and maintain cover to $-20%. 

(e) Nestang habvtat for sage growse should be mamtamned to about 20 4% sagebrush canopy 
cover 


(f) In brood-rearing areas for sage grouse. the sagebrush canopy cover should not be reduced 
to less than 10% 


6 Recreation: 
Restrict prescribed fire to protect natural character and scenx quality of the Boulder Creek 
Natural Area and North Fort Owyhee Backcountry Area 


7. Air Quality: 
Restnctions are 3,000 acres of less within 7) hours 


& ACK’ 
Manage prescribed fire in accordance with the management actions identified for specific 
ACEC. 


9 Roads 
Lamut prescribed fire on major roads to at least 100 yards on each sade of the road 
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—— representation) coological range 








! 














“tales preserve the area s ecological balance 


oy pepe pe 
3. To establish both the degree and type of suppression techmgues acceptable within these arcas. 










IL. General 
.740 acres of wilderness study areas are in the Owyhee Resource Arca. Refer 
3 for information on wilderness study areas, vegetation. soils, wildlife, fire history, etc. 
IIL. Fire Behavior: 
Refer to Fire Management sec: «5. Chapter 3. 


IV. Role of Fire in the Ecosystem: 
Refer to Fire Management section, Chapter 3. 


ba a ey ee 

Boundary Fire Management Zone - all Lands one mile inside cach WSA_ Fires may be classified as 

Se += es aleadamaaaaai eases All fires 
fire situation 











will be Classified 


2. Interior Fire - fires within A's, and not included in boundary classification 
fires. All fires will be allowed to burn naturally unless they threaten life or private property. Fires 
that spread into boundary zones could be reclassified depending on fire situation analysis. 





VL Fire Procedures: 
This procedure will be followed when a fire is reported in or near a WSA: 


1. Aerial reconnaissance will be flown to gather on-site data for situation analysis. This data will 





«@ 
(b) weather (present & predicted) 
(c) wind (speed & direction) 

3. Situation analysis will be prepared by fire staff, and representative of area staff, if available 


VIL. Total Point Value (TP’V) and Classification: 
0-90 


VIL. District Manager will be contacted for signature and approval of selected alternative. 


IX. Suppression Restrictions: 
Heavy equipment will not be used without site-specific approval by Area , and then only if 
needed to prevent loss of human life or property Retardant. power saws and he can be used 
for fire suppression if necessary 
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The fire situation analysis is prepared by the District Fire Management Officer or his authorized 
representative and a representative of the arca staff if one is available. The analysis is based on 
current and predicted weather and a pomnt system designed to help the manager classify cach fire 








(suppression or non-suppression). When a decision has been made, alternate action plans will be 
prepared and an alternative sciected. This alternative will establish the guidelines for managing 
the fire. The following format will be used in the preparation of the fire situation analysis: 
Points Assigned 
0 
5 
10 
20 
w» 
Points Assigned 
0 
10 
20 
# 
Points Assigned 
w~ 
20 
Si-. 10 
76 - 1.0 miles 5 
1.0 miles or more 0 
Wind Direction 
(Present & Predicted) Points Assigned 
away from FMA boundary 0 
toward FMA boundary Ww 
Escape Potential (based 
on fuel continuity, natural 
barriers, weather) Points Assigned 
Low 0 
Medium 20 
High w 
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The fire is classified by totalling points in the above categories. The classification point value 
breakdown is: 


Total Point Value 


0-90 


s 


130 


1 30-above 


Fire Classification 


plan selected for the 
particular fire. 


Suppression - suppressed 
with the degree and type of 
suppression outlined in the 
alternative action plan 
selected for the fire 


Estimated fire size at 24 hours and at 48 hours, the present fire weather forecast and the predicted 


fire weather forecast are also taken into account. 


Whe the fre has been classified, alternative action plans will be prepared and the alternative for 


the fire's management will be selected. 


A new fire situation analysis will be prepared and on-site analysis of the fire will occur when a 
change in any category occurs, before the fire is declared out. Example: original analysis 
assigned 80 points to a fire and classified it as non-suppression. The original Burning Index (BI) 
assigned valued was 35, five days later a Bl of 45 was present. The fire situation analysis 

assigns a pomt value of “90” to the fire, this constitutes re-categorization of the fire “monitoring” 


Category 
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The current National Fire-Danger Rating System (NFDRS) fue! models are used to describe fucis and fire 
behavior for vegetation communities within the resource area. These models are comparable to the FMZs 
listed below. 


FMZ 1.3: Most of the desert shrub communities within the resource area are included im this FMZ 
because of cheatgrass competinon and fire behavior conditions. The objective for this zone 1s to limit 
wildfires to 200 acres or less. This zone is located in the northern portion of this resource area. 


Model A: This fuel model represents western grasslands vegetated by annual grasses and forbs. Brush or 
trees may be present but are very sparse, occupying less than one-third of the area. The quantity and 
continuity of ground fuels vary greatly with rainfall from year to year. 


FMZ 2.7: This FMZ is dominated by sagebrush and perennial grasses as the primary fuel types. Wet 
acteages to burn. Terrain within this FMZ varies from steep and mountainous to gently rolling with large 
flats. The objective for this zone is to limit wildfires to 500 acres or less. 


FMZ 2.8: The same conditions occur in 2.8 as in 2.7. The acreage objective is limited to 200 acres or 
less. This zone is the northern foothills area to the Snake River, and include the Wilson-Murphy area. 


FMZ 4.1: Canyonland areas with sagebrush and perennial grasses, and barren areas. The acreage 
allowed for this zone is 500 acres. 


Model T: The sagebrush-grass types of the Great Basin and the Intermountain West are characteristic of T 
fuels. The shrubs burn casily and are not dense enough to shade out grass and other herbaceous plants. 
The shrubs must occupy at least one-third of the site or the A or L fuel models are used. 


Model L: This fuel model represents western grasslands vegetated b perenmial grasses. The principal 
species are coarser, the loadings heavier and the quantity of fuel is more stable from year to year than 
Model A fuels 


FMZ 3.1/3.3: This FMZ is dominated by juniper woodlands and communities associated with higher 
elevation rangelands. The terrain within these zones varies from steep and rugged to gently rolling. The 
acreages allowed for FMZ 3.1 is 1,000 and FMZ 3.3 is 100 acres. The zone is located south of the 
Trangle-Jordan Valley road 


FMZ 3.2: The same conditions occur as for 3.1 except this zone is north of the Triangle-Jordan Valley 
road and includes the Silver City area. The acreage allowed for this rome is 500 acres 


Model C: Perennial grasses and forbs are the primary ground fuel b 2 1s enough needle litter and 
branchwood present to contnibute significantly to fuel loading Som per stands may qualify for this 
made! 


Model H: Shor-needied conifers, with some brush, in a healthy stand with pare undergrowth and a thin 
layer of ground fuels are in this model. Low sagebrush may also be inci sded in this model. Fires in H 
fuels are typrcally slow spreading and are dangerous only in scattered areas where the downed woody 
maternal 1s concentrated 
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FMZ 14: Accounts for about 25 percent of the wildfires, with 20 fires and 5,203 acres burned. 
About 435 acres, or 8.4 percent, were re-burns. These fires were in the desert shrub 
communities with cheatgrass on the burn sites. 





FMZ 2.1: South of the Owyhee River, had seven wildfires, or about 8 percent of the total 
wildfires, with over 51,600 acres burned, all lighting-caused. This zone has an average of 7,373 
acres per fire. 


FMZ 2.2: Naorth of the Owyhee River and south of the juniper woodlands, and north of the 
juniper woodlands in the foothills, has twice as many lighting fires as the human-caused fires. 
Of the 20 fires, or 25 percent, 13 were lighting-caused. Acres burned for all the wildfires in 
this zone were about 4,445 acres. 


FMZ 3.1: Juniper Mountain area between Triangle - Jordan Valicy road and juniper woodland 
boundaries to the south, has had 21 wildfires, or 26 percent, with 13 being lighting-caused. 
Total acres burned was about | 1.387 acres, with one fire in 1990 burning 10,000 acres. The 
other cight, or human-caused wildfires, averaged about 69 acres per fire. 


FMZ 3.2: North of the Triangle-Jordan Valicy road, has experienced 13 wildfires, or 16 
percent of the total fires within the resource area. Both human-caused and lighting-caused 
were about even, with the lighting-caused burning more acreage. All wildfires burned a total of 
811 acres. A large portion of the suppression cost was due to fire occurring around the Silver 
City to Murphy areas. 
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Oil and gas resources, occur only in areas which have a specific set of favorable geologic 
conditions that favor their occurrence. The presence and nature of the following geologic 
characteristics must be evaluated to determine the potential for petroleum resources: 





a Thickness - a substantial thickness of sedimentary rocks; 

b. Source Rocks - organically rich source rocks capable of generating oi! and/or gas: 

c. Reservoir Rocks - porous and permeable rocks that could provide a reservoir for oil and gas 
accumulabons. 

d. Traps - stratigraphic or structural traps, 

¢. Thermal Maturation - favorable for the generation of hydrocarbons from source rocks; 

f. Direct Indications of Petroleum - oil and gas seeps, or shows from exploratory wells. 

g. Geologic History - favorable timing of tectonic events to favor generation, maturation, 
migration, and t », ying of oil and gas. 


are useful in determining these characteristics. 
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Definitions of Petroleum Potential 





High - Geologic environment highly favorable for occurrence of oil and gas accumulaboms Area 1s near 
or on trend with existing production from structural and (or) straigraphac traps. Included are arcas 
designated as an oi] and gas “play” as designated by the USGS national asssesement. 


Moderate - Geologic environment favorable for the occurrence of oi! and gas accumulatons Contains 
known reservow rocks and hydrocarbon source beds. Includes some areas of sparse subsurface control or 
areas where expected field size will be small. 


Low - Geologic environment 1s interpreted as unlikely for the occurrence of ol and gas accumulations. 
Includes areas of poor or unknown hydrocarbon source bed and (or) reservow quality Specific 
indications that one or more of the essential characteristics for a favorable geoiogx environment for oil 
and gas accumulation may not be present. 


Zero - Geologie environment is interpreted to lack all of the essential characteristics favorable for the 
occurrence of oi] and gas accumulations. Areas generally with exposed batholithic or PreCambnian rocks 
or with very thin sedimentary section with no potential for the occurrence of sealed structural or 
Levels of Certainty 

Available information: 

A. Is insufficient to infer level of potential; however, minimal potential cannot be ruled out. 
B. Provides indirect evidence to infer the level of potential. 

C. Provides direct evidence to indicate the level of potential. 

D. Clearly defines the level of potential based on abundant direct and indirect evidence. 


(Modified from: BLM Handbook H-1624-1, BLM Manual 031, and Miller, 1983) 


Level of Certainty « 
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intercalated with volcanic rocks are a series of lacustrine and fluvial 


an extremely high-temperature (>1090°C) origin. During the 














from 16 to 10 millon years 
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1 dag op tag en 
from Miocene to Pleistocene. These units are of 


Snake River Plain in the northeastern part of the resource area 





1 ee 


area include the following units (Ekren and 


Lik 














area: (1) pervasive cover of volcanic rocks; and (2) lack of the ace data 


A surface mantle of volcanic rocks does not necessarily negate the possibility of ot! and gas 
a ean ae icant onl jon is 
derived from reservoirs in ash- at the Eagle Spri . The closest of! and gas 
een pt ay te dee ty dg eb of the idaho state line 
of the Nevada production, the lack of rocks favorable for petroleum generatio. and 
ey does not paint a optimistic picture for the oil and gas potential of the Owyhee 
Area 
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others (1965). 


The Succor Creek Formation is composed of tuff, volcanogenic sandstone, arkose, 
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conglomerate, siltstone, and carbonaceous mudst me and ts 
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to consider relative to thermal ion | i 
a ny temperatures of emplacement (>!1090_C) of Miocene 
others, | 1984). Even if suitable source rocks exist beneath the volcanic cover, avy 
hydrocarbons may have been driven off or be postmature for petroleum production 











(Ekren and others, 1982) The pesssnce of Gils lovel of intense veleanie extivity could have 
easily driven off any accumulair 4 hydrocarbon, 


Classification Uf Petroleum Potent al 


Previous U.S. Geolog: al Sur y asec nents of petroleum potential of Wilderness Study Areas 
(WSAs) im the Owyhee Re source area heve resulted in potential levels of unknown, low 
potential, and no 1, Moot authors opreed that data was at a low certainty level (A or B). 
(see References, Pullers *!-A through -G). In a more regional look at tative 
assessment of oil and gas potential, Sandbury (19% 4a-d) considers the cluster of s in the 
southern Owyhee Resource Area. and in similar geologic setting to the southeast in Nevada to 
be of low potential. An unknown caiegory is not used since it is not paruculartly useful for 
Planting purposes 





\ pondin *A-187 








mgd ped sea fg mse orem and 1 shown 
on t:l magn Soe PLUM-1. The classification scheme shown on 
Appendir PLUM.-2 mm which of potential and of dma are comadered. This 
clnuicaton nym wna that ead by te US. Geckos! Sarvey (Mil. 1943), nd 
that used »n BLM Manual 303!) ht must be emphasized that due to the how certaumty levels. these 
boundanes are at best an approwsmatbon The resource area 1s Clasafied as follows 


Low | minty level B (L/B) - Councedes with @uck accumulations of Tertiary 
sedimentary rocks on the margin of the western Snake River Plan Also cipowures of the 
Sucker Creek Formation, wtuch contamms some potential sowrce racks. are mnchuded mm thus 
catego , Some wmal! accumvlanom of gas could cxmt wethen the Tertiary sedements om the 
areas, 















Low potential/Certaimty level A (L/A) - This area councides with the southern part of the 
resource area. Based on the dommmance of the Jumper Mountain and Lattle Jack's volcamc 
centers and lack of any identifiable petroleum source racks wothen the resource area. 
petroleum occurrences om this area are comsdered to be . Simoe it ts conceivable that 
the volcami mantle conceals source and reservow racks, menemal potential cannot be ruled out 


Zero Potential/Certaimty level D (Z/D) - This area coincides with the granitic core of the 
Mountains and the area projected to have granitic basement to the south The bacation 
of Anschutz Federal No. |, that bottomed im granite ts included m this area. Bacene(’)- to 
racks near Mountain are included i this area All evidence poonts to a lack of source 
rocks, traps. and other essential characteristics necessary for the accurrence of o”: and gas 


Leasin, Activity 


Also of interest 1s the histey y of past ot! and gas leasing and exploratory activity m the (csource 
area. While there has been substantial past leasing activity mm and adjacent to the resource crea. 
paruicularty in the late 1970's to carly 1980's, cnly minor exploratory drilling resulted. Lean« 
concentrated tn the southern part of the resource area adjacent to Nevada were im part related to 
Exxon 's drilling of Four Mile Butte well in northern Newada There are currently no authorized 


or pending «| and gas leases or applications om the resowrce area 
Availability for | easing 


An importam comsuderation for land-use ng ts the avaslatulity of lands for leasing. 

¢* ploration, ard development. This has the pnmary interest of industry relative to the 
a oo eae it ts moportant to emphasize that while the low (or even zero) potential 
level ye owbelity of minimal activity, lands showld not be restricted cn this 


bas.s alone 9's Sepplementary Program states “lack of potential or lack of industry 
aterest 15 «tt. de comsedered a basis for closing lands or wmposing comstramts on 

deveiorm: wat” The sossibility always exists that future geologic research and exploration may 
re. wai Mey insights and lead petroleum mo areas of unconventional petroleum 
pewory . afeas © ar*ied by volcanic 8, the possibility of the presence of underlyong 
petrokea) sowne and reservow racks cantot be ruled ow with complete certamty without 


adequate a. 1) uta 
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Oil and gas exploration and development activities typically progress through five sequential 
Stages: preliminary exploration, exploratory dniling, development, production, and 
abandonment. Some of these stages may overiap with others depending on the pace of 
exploration and development. Only the first stage may occur before leasing. 


Preliminary Exploration 


Generally, the first step in oil and gas exploration is examination of all available geologic 
literature and maps and remote sensing data pertaining io the area. Potential petroleum traps can 
sometimes be located with the aid of geologic maps, aerial photos, and satellite imagery. In 
areas where geologic maps are not available, the next step may be geologic mapping of the area. 
Geologic mapping usually involves one or more geologists examining rock outcrops on the 
ground. Rock samples may be taken for further study in the laboratory. Geological mapping and 
explora.ion can usually be accomplished with very little impact on the environment. 


Quite frequently, the subsurface geologic structure cannot be determined from surface evidence 

alone. Geophysical prospecting techniques are used to detect and define subsurface structure not 
detectible using surface geologic methods. Three geophysical techniques commonly used in the 
search for hydrocarbons are gravity surveys, magnetic surveys and seismic reflection surveys. 


Gravity and magnetic surveys use small portable instruments which can be easily transported by 
light vehicles such as pickup trucks, jeeps or small aircraft. The use of off-road vehicles is 
common, especially for gravity surveys. Magnetic surveys are usually done from aircraft flying 
at low to intermediate altitudes. Normally the only impact on the environment is from the 
passage of the off-road vehicles over the area. Sometimes small holes approximately two inches 
square and one inch deep are hand dug for instrument placement at the survey points. 


Seismic reflection surveys are the most frequently used geophysical method for oil and gas 


e because they produce the most detailed subsurface information. The seismic 
method requires an energy source and a linear array of detectors called geophones. 
The type of energy source used for a seismic reflection survey depends on a number of variables, 


two of which are the availability of roads and the culteral setting. In populated areas where 
roads are available, a vibrator source using a truck or buggy mounted hydraulic vibrator may be 
used as the energy source. To be able to use the vibrator source method, the seismic line must go 
along a straight road, or if cross country, over driveable terrain. In areas remote from population 
centers, high explosives may be used to the energy source. When are used, 
they are usually placed at the bottom of drilled to a ined a 
mounted drill ng. Shot hole depths normally range from 25 to 200 feet. The diameter is 
ly two to six inches. The size of the explosive charge can range from five to fifty pounds. 
jamie normally are scattered by hand near the shot hole or put back in the hole after the 
placed. Proper of the shot hole with tamped drill cuttings or 
Ua povvent ta from blowing out when the charge is detonated. A properly 
ae hole will create the best seismic source and will not cause surface disturbance. 
areas or in situations where it is not feasible to drill shot holes, surface explosives 
may be used. ee ee ee > oe ee Cees ove Vem 
pack animals, helicopters or a combination of the above 


The geophones are normally deployed in as straight a line as is practical. When existing roads 
coincide with the desired array direction they are used to deploy the geophones. In areas of 
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rugged terrain «7 no roads, the geophones may be deployed on foot or by helicopter. In some 
Cases it may be necessary to deploy the array in a grid pattern. The spacing between the gnd 
lines may be anywhere from a fraction of a mile to many miles depending on the depth and 
complexity of the structures being studied. 


An area may be explored several times by the same or different companies over a period of time 
for a variety of reasons. Further, exploration of an area does not necessarily mean that the 
subsurface structures or source rocks necessary for the occurrence of hydrocarbons will be 
found. The reality of oil and gas exploration is that often preliminary investigauons show that an 
area does not have adequate subsurface structures, therefore, the next stage. exploratory drilling. 
does not take place. 


Exploratory Drilling 


When preliminary exploration indicates that a favorable structure(s) exists in the area, 
exploratory drilling may be justified. On Federal mineral estate, an oil and gas lease must first 
be obtained before drilling may occur. 


or wildcat oil and gas wells may range in depth from a few thousand to many 
thousands of feet. The deeper wells may require several months or more to complete; shallower 
wells up to a few thousand feet deep may be completed in as little as a few weeks. As a general 
rule,the deeper the test, the larger the drilling ng and facilities required. 


Oil well drill rigs are very large and are usually moved in pieces. Moving a dismantled ng 
involves use of heavy trucking equipment and crews to erect the rig. Gross weight of vehicles 
may run in excess of 80,000 In order to move a drill rig and its associated equipment, 
roads may need to be built. roads generally will be constructed with bulldozers, 
and other types of heavy equipment. They will have a running surface 18 to 20 feet wide and 
will be ditched on one or both sides. The total width of surface disturbance caused by road 
a An average width of about 40 feet should be used in 
the amount of disturbance. Access roads should follow existing roads or trails when 
iii: Neaiatrebe, bs ae Uo aubenine to caate tio could ever epentied tall Uacnune liber Gave 
SF aceuilie hah rte otitis eke cal oul ans ae see 


Prior to assembling the drill rig, a pad from one to four acres in size is cleared and leveled. On 
hillside locations, the amount of dirtwork depends on the steepness. phy nes opr aa 
a cut of 20 feet deep into the hillside and a fill 10 feet high on the downslope side 


Topsoil is usually removed and oe for eae ya 

an sta ani akelesannaaa mud pumps, a reserve pit, electric generators, drill 

ipe, a tool house and aeumn tallies Other facilities such as tanks 
iF wate ail Gael ae tons ithe a of are positioned nearby on a separate c area. If 

een Gamiemata enough for the equipment required to rig-up, a separate staging area may 


be constructed. a areas are usually no larger than 200 feet by 200 feet and may simply be 
a wide flat spot along the access road on which vehicles and equipment are parked. 


Reserve pits for the containment of drilling fluids and cuttings are constructed adjacent to or on 
the drill fed. The size of the sscerve pit will depend on the depth and size of the drill hole, types 
of subsurface geologic conditions encountered, and the kinds of drilling fluids used. Pits are 
usually constructed adjacent to the fill and below the drill orm elevation. However, in steep 
terrain the pit may be constructed against the cut portion of the well pad in order to reduce 
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disturbance and facilitate retention drilling fluids. er oe 
surface water contamination, the reserve pit is lined with impermeable material 


Well drilling requires a water source. Five thousand to 15,000 gallons of water a day may be 

needed for mixing drilling mud, cleaning equipment, etc. If a surface water source is nearby, a 
ipeline may be laid from the source to the drill site. If there is no nearby source, either a water 
well will be dug or the water will have to be trucked from the nearest available source. 


Development 


If an exploratory well becomes a discovery well (a well that finds a new field containing 
commercial quantities of oil and/or gas), development wells will be drilled to confirm the 
discovery, establish the extent of the field, and efficiently drain the reservoir. The procedures for 
drilling development wells are about the same as for exploratory wells, except there is usually 
less subsurface sampling, testing. and evaluation. 


During the development stage, the road system of the area is greatly expanded. Once it is known 
which wells will produce in paying quantities, a permanent road system can be designed and 
built. Because it often takes several years to develop a field and determine field boundaries, the 
permanent road sysem is uually bul in segments Often, roads built as temporary routes to 
well sites end up as long-term main access and haul roads. Access roads built 
Sar devdlmmnens and quadiection Gulls exo tetier dlanned, doslasied and eonsteested Gan Geen 
built for exploratory wells. Access roads are normally limited to one main route vo serve the 
lease areas, with a maintained side road to cach we!! Upgrading of temporary roads may include 


ditching. draining, installing culverts, ing, crowning, or capping the roadbed. The amount 
of surface area needed for roads be similar to that for temporary roads mentioned earlier 
and would also be dependent on topography and the loads to be over it. Generally, 


main access roads are 20 to 24 feet wide and side roads are 14 to 18 feet wide. These dimensions 
are for the driving surface of the road and not the maximum surface disturbance associated with 
ditches, cuts or fills. The difference in amount of disturbance is a matter of . Surface 
disturbance in excess of 130 feet is not unusual in steep terrain where slopes exceed 30 percent. 
In addition to roads, other surface use requirements for development of a field may include 
flowlines, powerlines, storage tank batteries, facilities to separate oil, gas and water, and 
injection wells for salt water disposal. Some of these facilities are discussed in the section on 


production. 


Prior to ch mgt se mea me hf sear thr Lappe eg 9p 
the BLM. Well spacing for oil production from Federal leases is usually a minimum of 40 acres. 
Most gas well for production Federal leases uses units of 160, 320, and 640 acres per 


well. Spacing for both oil and gas wells is based on the characteristics of the ng 
formation. If a field is producing from more than one formation, the surface location of the well 
may be much closer than one per 40 acres. 


In an oil field developed on a spacing pattern of 40 acres per well, the wells are 1,320 feet apart 
in both north-south and east-west directions. If a section is developed with 16 wells, at least four 
miles of access roads are built. In mountainous terrain, the length of access roads may be 
increased since steep slopes. deep , and unstabie soil areas must often be circumvented in 
order to construct stable access to wells. 
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The amount of surface disturbance required for development of a gas field is similar to that for 
an oil field even though the well spacing is usually 160 acres. With 169 acre spacing, only four 
wells are required per section; however, the associcted pipeline systers often creates surface use 
requirements similar to those of an oil field. 


The amount of surface use for development of an oil and gas field may be reduced by unitization 

of the leascholds. In many areas with federal lands, an exploratory unit is formed before a 

wildcat is dniled. The boundary of the unit is based on geologic data. The developers unitize 

the field by entering into an agreement to develop and generate it as a unit, without regard to 

separate ownerships. Costs and benefits are allocated according to agreed terms. Unitization 

reduces the surface-use requirements because all wells are operated as though on a single lease. 
of field processing facilities is minimized because development operations are 


planned and conducted by a single operator, oiten resulting in fewer wells. 


The rate of development well drilling depends on whether the field ts operated on an individual 
lease basis or under a unit agreement, the rate at which the field can be )..oduced, the availability 
of drilling protective drilling requirements, and the degree to which limits of the field 
mite ps a ee ee er a ee rd eee Onrenn es one 
mage cet ty pete tong Aenea aa ep se well or 





ae by a adjoining lease. Drilling in an undeveloped part of 
i pent = petroleum to an offset well in an adjoining lease is often required 
in fields of i Federal and private or state owned minerals. terms of Federal 


leases require such drilling if the offset well is on non-Federal minerals or on Federal minerals 
leased at a lower royalty rate. 


If the field is developed under a unit agreement, all owners within the participating area share in 


Oe en ee ee Spacing requirements are not 
appli to unitized fields. The field is developed on what the operator determines to be the 


optimal spacing pattern to maximize recovery. 


If the discovery well has a high rate of production and substantial reserves, development drilling 
ST eee eee If there is some question whether reserves are sufficient 


to warrant additional wel i, dovelsgenent Gillen taay caver ho match Gower ones. An 
evaluation period to observe production performance may follow the drilling of successive wells. 


Many fields go through several development phases. A field may be considered fully developed 
and produce for several years, then a well may be drilled to a deeper zone. Discovery of a 
eS ee eee from a new field 
discovery. A pool discovery may lead to the drilling of additional wells, often from the same 


drill pad as existing wells. Existing wells may also be deepened to produce from the new pool. 
Production 


Production from an oil field begins just after the discovery well is completed and is usually 
concurrent with development operations. Temporary facilities may be used at first, but as 
development proceeds and reservoir limits are determined, permanent facilities are installed. 
The extent of such facilities is dictated by the number of producing wells, the volume of 
production, and the volume of gas and water produced with the oil. 
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Typically, oil is produced in association with water and natural gas. Reservoirs that produce oil, 
gas and/or water require the siting of facilities for the production, separation, and storage or 
DS a he ae ee. If the well produces naturally, that is the oil and 
gas to the surface under natural pressure, only a series of pipes and valves at the well head 
are required to regulate the flow of product to the surface. If natural pressure is insufficient, a 
Pe ee ee Ga geaeent ie ome Once the product comes to the surface, it 
travels through pipes to separation equipment where water and gases such as carbon dioxide and 
Seauieih ellis ana. comune andl and adiaedl axe capaatiad The oil is piped to storage 
facilines. The separation and/or storage facilities may either be located away from the well 
for common use by more than one well or they may be located on the same pad as the well 


Ses, Siete seteeel cate ee tach oo tas oink nate ee ee oe 
PD hana 


orbecil we wer moe daca ma ect pple g oe dy ~or- 


usually ae Pees 0 Se we ae may ened with an impermeable maul 
saaveit eal and If the water is to be reinjected, either a dry or 
SuEniad oll Gill tater Uo coed ax fa cade ctata a.com eel Gio’ tae cauaiadly tr 


reinjection. 


If the well cnough natural gas to be economic and a natural gas transmission pipeline is 
located suitable distance, a network of gathering pipelines collects the gas from each well. 
ap ae mp usually consists of two to four inches in diameter which is laid on the 
sun ax Gael coven tell Gali Oe . Surface pipelines will normally disturb an 
additional area 10 to 12 feet wide when constructed adjacent to existing roads. BLM usually 
requires that pipelines cither be laid near the access road or buried under it to prevent additional 
surface disturbance. The collected gas is piped to the main transmission line and on to market. 
If there is not enough gas to be economic and/or no gas transmission pipeline is located nearby. 
the gas will be reinjected into the reservoir. 


Produced oil is stored in tanks either at the well or in common tanks central to two or more wells. 
There are at least two tanks; so that one tank can be filling as the contents of the other 
are measured, and transported. The number and size of tanks depend on the rate of 
production and the extent of automation in gauging the volume and sampling the quality of the 
tank's contents. The oil is transported from these tanks to a distribution point by truck. In the 
case of highly productive fields, oil carrying pipelines may be laid fron. the to a distribution 
point or refinery. In these cases, there is a network of pipelines to each well similar ‘0 that for 
the gas gathering system. The oil gathering lines are usually four to six inches in diameter. 





Sometimes, sulfide, a highly toxic gas, may occur with the . In these 
cases, special steel pipe is used to contain the until the hydrogen sulfide can 
Sc caiaeliendeteaieiiens The hydrogen sul as donalalte naan 


or neutralized by sulfur extraction. 


In some fields, natural gas occurs without any associated oil. Usually these “dry gas” fields 

produce some water and may also contain a small amount of liquid condensate or “crip”. Dry 

eas have only a “christmas tree” or valve y showing above ground. 
acilities may naar tet aan a pit or tank for the collection of 

produced water and a small tank for of the liquid condensate. The condensate tanks 
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are typically 10 to 12 feet in diameter and 20 feet or more high. Additional facilities might 
include a compressor station if the gas does not have sufficient natural pressure to move if to a 
distribution point. As with oil and gas production, there is a gathering pipeline for diswibution. 


Oil is under natural pressure in nearly all reservoirs. ek gage bel masa, Rp 
natural reservoir pressure is referred to as primary production. In the average reservoir, primary 
production accounts for about 25 percent of the oil. In some ficids, various methods are used to 
maintain or increase the reservoir pressure. These methods, which generally involve pumping 
water or gas into the reservoir, are referred to as secondary recovery. Recently, the trend has 
been to institute secondary recovery processes very early in the development of a field. Surface 
disturbance from a water flooding recovery system is similar to drilling and development of an 
oil and gas production well, i.c., a dnil pad and access road are constructed and water pipelines 
built. Surface use is increased substantially since as many as four injection wells may be used 
for each oil well in the field. There are many different patterns as well as many other methods of 


secondary recovery. 
Abandonment 


Ine drilling, if oil or gas is not discovered in paying quantities, the well ts considered 
dry. In this case, once drilling and testing of the well has been completed, the operator is 
required to plug the hole in accordance with prescribed Federal and State procedures. 


ee ee eno oe 
of the surface agency. The reserve pit must be 

suuped dey and flied with ochel soil material. Mauve cateinent each oa velidenees ant 
graders may be used to recontour disturbed areas associated with the drill pad plus the access 
road. After the site is recontoured to its natural share and stockpiled topsoil is spread, it is 
seeded with a mixture grasses that will grow in the climate and soil conditions of the area. A 
fence may be erected to protect the site until revegetation is complete, particularly in livestock 
grazing areas. 


In producing oil and gas fields, the life span of an individual ficld on the unique 
characteristics of the reservoir as well as how the field is produced. In addition to the natural 
reservoir Characteristics ano the techniques used to produce the oil and/or gas. political, 
economic and environmental constraints all affect a fieid’s life from di to 
abandonment. Some fields may produce for only a few years while others have been producing 
for nearly 100 years. 


Abandonment of individual wells may start early in a field's life and reach a maximum when the 


field is depleted. In some cases, wells that formerly produced are as soon as they are 
In other cases, depleted wells are nui plugged immediately but are allowed to stand 
idle for possible later use in a secondary recovery . Truck-mounted equipment is used to 


plug former producing wells. If the casing is salv a cement plug is put across the casing 
stub. Cement foundations for pumps and other equipment are removed or b ‘sd below ground 
level. Surface flow and injection lines are removed, but buried pipelines are usually left in place 
and plugged at intervals as a safety measure. 
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Geothermal potential is defined as the likelihood of the presence of stored heat, both identified 
and undiscovered, that is recoverable using current or near-current technology, regardless of 
cost; it is not a measure of the amount of resources or their profitability. The levels of 
geothermal potential and the classification standards for cach are: 


1. High. Inclusion in a KGRA; or existence of an active hydrothermal convection system 
demonstrated by thermal spring activity or by other thermal features such as geysers, mud 
volcanoes, and fumeroles; or high suissurface temperatures measured in wells and/or 
estimated by chemical geothermometry. 

Medium. Existence of a hot igneous system demonstrated by geologic evidence of Late 


Tertiary or Quaternary volcanism and higher than normal geothermal gradient as 
documented in existing !iterature. 





3. Low. Existence of a conduction dominated area demonstrated by the absence of 
hydrothermal convection systems or hot igneous systems. Includes areas of radiogenic 
gradients. 

4. None. Absence of physical evidence indicating the existence of hydrothermal convection 
systems, hot igneous systems, and higher than aormal geothermal gradient. 


The level of certainty of an assessment of mineral potential incorporates a consideration of the 
adequacy of the geologic, geochemical, geophysical, and resource data and literature available 
at the time of the assessment. The levels of certainty and standards for cach are: 


A. The available data are insufficient and/or cannot be considered as direct or indirect 
evidence to support or refute the possible existence of mineral resources within the area. 


B. The available data provide indirect evidence to support or refute the possible existence of 
mineral resources. 


C. The available data provide direct evidence but are quantitatively minimal to support or 
refute the possible existence of mineral resources. 


D. The available data provide abundant direct and indirect evidence to support or refute the 
possible existence of mineral resources. 
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and recreational river values for nver segments that are awaiting a determination by Congress. 


Wild Classification: 


Management of Wild River areas should give primary emphasis to protecting the values which 
make it outstandingly remarkable while providing nver-related outdoor recreation 
opportunibes in a pnmutive setting Allowable management pracuces might include 
construction of minor structures for such purposes as improvement of fish and game habitat. 
grazing; protection from fire. imsects or disease, rehabilitation or stabilization of damage 
resources, provided the area will remain natural appearing and the practices of structures will 
harmonize with the environment. Such things as trail bridges, an occasional fence, natural- 
appearing water diversions, ditches, flow measurement or other water management devices, 
and similar facilities may be permitted if they are unobtrusive and do not have a significant 
direct adverse effect on the natural character of the area. The following program management 
siandards apply: 


a. Forest Practices: Cutting of trees will not be permitted except when needed in association 
with a primitive recreation experience (such as clearing jor trails and protection of users) 
“© to protect the environment (such as control of fire). Timber outside the boundary, but 
within the visual corridors, should, where feasible, be managed and harvested in 4 manner 
to provide special emphasis to visual quality. 

b. Water Quality: Water quality will be maintained or improved to meet federal criteria or 
federally approved State standards. 


c. Hydroelectric Power and Water Resource Development: No development of hydroelectric 
power facilities would be permitted. No flood control dams, levees, or other works are 
allowed in the channel or river corridor. The natural appearance and essentially primitive 
character of the river area must be maintained. All water supply dams and major 


diversions are prohibited. 


d. Mining: New mining claims and mineral leases are prohibited within one-quarter mile of 
the river. Valid existing claims would not be abrogated and, subject to existing 
regulations (¢.g. 43 CFR 3809) and any future regulations that the Secretary of the 
Interior may prescribe to protect the rivers included in the National System, existing 
mining activity would be allowed to continue. All mineral activity must be conducted in 
a manner that minimizes surface disturbance, sedimentation, pollution, and visua! 


impairment. Reasonable access will be permitted. 


¢. Road Construction: No new roads or other provisions for overland motorized travel 
would be permitted within a narrow incised river valley, or if the ‘iver valicy is broad, 
within one-quarter mile of the river bank. A few inconspicuous roads leading to the 
boundary of the river area may be permitted. 
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f_ Agriculture and Livestock Grazing: Agricultura! use is restricted to a limited amount of 
Row crops are prohibsted. 


g Recreation Facilities: Major public-use areas, such as campgrounds, interpretive centers, 
or administrative headquarters are located outside Wild River areas. Simple comfort and 
convenience facilities, such as fireplaces or shelters may be provided as necessary within 
horseback nding trail bidges could be allowed on tributaries, but would not normally 


h. Public Use and Access: Recreation use, including. but not limuted to hiking. fishing. 
hunting and boating is encouraged in Wild River areas to the extent consistent with the 
protection of the river environment. Public use and access may be regulated and 
distributed where necessary to protect and enhance Wild River values 


i. Rights-of-Way: New transmission lines, natura! gas lines, water lines, cic. are 
discouraged uniess prohibited by other plans, orders or laws. Where no reasonable 
alternative exists, additional or new facilities should be restricted to existing rights-of- 
way. Where new rights-of-way are indicated, Wiid River valucs mast be fully evaluated 
im the selection of the site. 


j. Motorized Travel: Motorized travel on land could be permitted, but is generally not 
compatible with this classification. The existing primary road access to the rivers would 
be maintained. Motorized travel on the water would be prohibited. 


Scenic Classification: 


Management of Scenic River areas should maintain and provide outdoor recreation 
opportunities in a near natural setting. The basic distinctions between a Wild and a Scenic 
River area are the degree of development, type of land use and road accessibility. In general, a 
wide range of agricultural, water management, silvicultural and other practices could be 
compatible with Scenic River values, providing such practices are carried on in such a way that 
there is no substantial adverse effect on the river and its immediate environment. The same 
considerations enumerated for Wild River areas should be considered, except that motorized 
vehicl: use may, in ome cases, be appropriate and that development of public-use facilities 
within the river area, such as moderate size campgrounds, public information centers, and 
administ: ative headquarters, would be compatible if such structures were screened from the 
river. The following program management standards apply: 
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a. Forest Practices: A wide range of silvicultural practices could be allowed provided that 
such practices are carmed on im such a way that there is no substantial adverse effect on 
the river and its immediate environment. The nver area should be maintained in its ncar 
natural environment. Timber outside the boundary but within the visual scene area should 
‘es managed and harvested im a manner which provides special emphasis on visual quality. 


b. Water Quality: Water quality will be maintained or improved to meet federai criteria or 
federally approved State standards. 


c. Hydroelectric Power and Water Resource Development: No development of hydrociectric 
power facilities would be allowed. Flood control dams and levees would be prohibited. 
All water supply dams and major diversions are prohibited. Maintenance of existing 
facilities and construction of some new structure would be permitted provided that the 
area remains natural im appearance and the practices or the structures harmonize with the 


d. Mining: Subject to existing regulations (¢.g.. 43 CFR 3809) and any future regulations 
that the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe to protect the values of rivers included in 
the National System, new mining claims and mincral leases could be allowed. All 
mineral activity must be conducted in a manner that minimizes surface disturbance, 


¢. Road Construction: Existing roads may occasionally bridge the river areca and short 
stretches of conspicuous or long stretches of inconspicuous and well-screened roads or 
screened railroads could be allowed. Maintenance of existing roads and any new roads 
will be based on the type of use for which roads are constructed and the type of use that 
will occur in the river area. 


f. Agriculture and Livestock Grazing: In comparison to Wild River areas, a wider range of 
agricultural and livestock grazing uses is permitted to the extent currently practiced 
within Scenic River areas. Row crops are not considered as an intrusion of the “largely 
primitive” nature of Scenic corridors as long as there is not a substantial adverse effect on 
the natural-like appearance of the river area. 


g. Recreation Facilities: Larger scale public use facilities, such as moderate size 
campgrounds, public information centers, and administrative headquarters are allowed if 
such structures are screened from the river. Foot trails can parallel the river in close 
proximity, and associated bridges may cross the river channel. 


h. Public Use Access: Recreation use, including but not limited to hiking, fishing, hunting 
and boating. is encouraged in Scenic River areas to the extent consistent with the 


protection of the river environment. Public use and access may be regulated and 
distributed where necessary to protect and enhance Scenic River values. 
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i. Rights-of-Way: New tranunission lisecs, natural gas lines, cic.. are discouraged unless 
protubsted by other plans. orders or laws. Where mo reasonable alternative exists, 
addmonal or new facilines should be restncted to exiting nghts-of-way. Where ncw 
nghts-of-way are mdicated, scemic mver va! oes must be fully evaluated mm the selection of 
the site. 


j. Motorized Travel: Motorized trave! on land may be permitted, prohibited or restricted to 
protect the nver values. Motorized travel on the water would be prohibited. 


R <reatx 2a! Classification: 


Management of Recreational River arcas should be designed to protect and enhance cxrsting 
recreational values. The primary objective will be to provide opportunities for engaging in 
recreation activities dependent on or enhanced by the largely free-flowing nature of the nver. 
Recreation facilities may be established im close proummuaty to the nver. although Recreational 
River classification docs not require extensive recreation developments. Recreation facilities 
may still be kept to a minimum, with visitor services provided outside the river area. Future 
construction of mpoundments, diversions, straighicning. ruprapping. and other modification of 
the water way or adjacent lands would not be permitted except in instances where such 
developments would not have a direct and adve ¢ effect on the river and its immediate 
environment. The following program manapement standards apply 


a. Forest Practices: Timber narvesting would be allowed under standard restrictions to protect 


b. Water Quality: Water quality will be maintained or improved to meet federal criteria or 
federally approved State standards. 


¢. Hydroelectric Power and Water Resource Uevelopmert. No development of hydroelectric 
power facilities would be allowed. Existing low dams, diversion works, nprap and other 
minor structures may be maintained provided the waterway remains generally natural in 
appearance. New structures may be allowed provided that the area remains natural in 
appearance and the practices or structures harmonize with the surrounding environment. 


d. Mining: Subject to existing regulations (e.g. 43 CFR %809) and any future regulations that 
the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe to protect values of rivers included in the 
National System, new mining claims and mincral leases are allowed an existing operations 
are allowed to continue. All mineral activity must be conducted in a mann or that 
minimizes surface disturbance. sedimentation, pollution, and visual impa:rment. 
Reasonable access will be permitted. 


e¢. Road Construction: Existing parallel roads or railroads can be maintained on one or both 
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f_ Agricultural and Livestock Grazing: In comparison to Scemic River areas, lands within 
Recreational River arcas may be managed for a full range of .gncultare and liwestack 


g Recreation Facilites: Interpretive centers, admunisirative headquarters, campgrounds. 
pectuc areas and foot trails may be established im close proximity to the mver. Foot trail 
bridges may cross the nver channel. However. recreational classification does not require 


extensive recreation development. 


h. Public Use and Access: Recreation use, including but not limited to hiking. fishing. 
hunting and boating. 1s encouraged in Recreational River areas t) the extent consistent with 
the protection of the nver environment. Public use and access may be regulated and 
distributed where necessary to prc ect and enhance Recreation River values 


i. Rights-of-Way: New transmission lines, natural gas lines, water lines, ctc.. are discouraged 
unless prohibsted by other plans. orders or laws Where no reasonable alternative exists. 
additional or new facilites should be restricted to existing nghts-of-way Where new 
nghts-of-way are indicated, Recreation River values must be fully evaluated in the 
seiection of the site 


i. Motorized Travel: Motorized travel on land or water will generally be permitted, on 
existing roads. Controls will usually be sumular to surrounding lands and waters. 
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Between 1990 and carly 1991. the Owyhee Resource Arca (ORA) inventoned 54 nver segments 
totaling 1,218.5 miles for wild, scenic, and recreational nver valucs as defined by the Wild and 
Scemc River Act (P-L. 90-542). On Apnil 25. 1991, the ORA reicased a lat of rivers totalling 
325.75 miles that were determined to be prelimunarily cligible for further evaluation, 892.75 
mules were found to be non-chgsble for further evaluation. During this final evaluation. an 
addmonal mver segment (S3g) of 3.0 miles was evaluated for clegitulsty 





The inventory booked af cach mver segment to determine its qualification as a free-flowing nver 
PoLscesrag one or more “outstandingly remarkable” valucs under a classficaon providing esther 
wild, scem*<, or recreational type setting. These terms are defined as follows 


Section 15 


(a) “River” means a flowing body of water or estuary oF a section, portion of tributary thereof, 
imcluding rivers. streams. creeks, rums, kills, mils and email lakes 


(b) “Free-flowing.” as applied to any river or section of a river, means existing or flowing in 
natural condition without mmpoundments. diverwon, stranghtening. np-rapping. or other 
modification of the waterway. The existence, however, of low dams, diversion works, zad 
other menor structures at the time any mver ms proposed for mchuswon in the national wild 
and scemac rrvers system shall not automatically bar its comuderation for such inclusion. 


(1) Wild river areas - those rivers or secions of rivers that are free of impoundments and 
generally maccessible except Sy trail, with watersheds or shorelines essentially promitive 
and waters unpolluted These represent vestiges of primitive Amenca 


(2) Scemic river areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are free of impoundments, with 


shorelines or watersheds still largely prometrve and shorelines largely undeveloped, but 
accessible mm places by roads. 


(3) Recreational river areas - Those rivers or sections of rivers that are readily accessible by 
road or raslroad, that may have some development along thes shorelines, and that may 
have undergone some impoundments or drversion in the past 


Section I(b) 


cultural, or other similar value (such as watershed and vegetation) The judgment as to 
whether resource values are outstandingly remarkable can he made from a regronal. State or 
national context 
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On May 2. 1991, the BLM released its draft nationwide Manual £451: Wild and Scenic Rivers - 
Policy and Program Direction for identification, Evaluation, and Management. This policy 
irective provides national standards on how “outstandingly remarkable” values are to be 
mmterpreted and applied during the nvers inventory. These standards are as follows 


1. Soemic. The landscape clements of landform. verctation, water. color, influence of adjacent 
scenery, scarcity, and cultural modification are snig¢ and harmonious. The rating arca 
must b: scenic quality “A” as defined im the Bi_M Visual Resource Inventory Handbook, 
H-8410-1, Mustrations | and 2. When analyzing ..cnic values, additional factors such as 
seasonal vanations m vegetation. scale of cultural modifications, and length of time 
negative intruwons are views J may be comudered. 


tw 


Recreational. Recreational opportunities are or have the potential to be unique cnough to 
attract visitors from outside the geographic region. Visitors would be willing to travel long 
distances to use the river resources for recreational purposes. River-related opportunities 
could include, but not be limited to. sightseeing. wildlife observation, photography. hiking. 
fishing. hunting. and boating. Interpretive opportunities may be exceptional and atiract or 
have the potential to . ttract visitors from outside the geographic area. The river may 
provide or have the potential to provide settings for national or regional commercial usage 
or competitive events. 


3. Geologic. The river or the area within the river corridor contains an example(s) of a 
geologic feature, process, or phenomenon that 1 rare, unusual, one-of-a-kind, or umque to 
the geographic region. The feature(s) may be in an unusually active stage of development. 
represent a texthook example and/or represent a unique or rare combination of geologic 
features (crowona!, volcanic, glacial, and other geologic structures). 


4. Fisheries. Fish values may be judged on the relative merits of either fish populations or 
habitat, or a combination of these nver-related conditions. 


a Populations. The river is nationally or regionally one of the top producers of resident 
and/or anadromous fish species. Of particular significance 1s the presence of wild or 
umque stacks, or populations of federally listed or candidate threatened and endangered 
species 
indigenous to the regron. Of particular significance 1s habitat for federally listed or 
candidate threatened and endangered species 


5S Wilhdlife Wildlife values may be pudged on the relative merits of esther wildlife 
populations or habrtat. or a combination of these conditions 
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a. Populations. The river or area within the river corndor contains nationally or 
regionally important populations of indigenous wildlife species. Of particular significance 
are species considered to be unique or populations of federally listed or candidate 


threatened and endangered species. 


b. Habitat. The river or area within the river corndor provides exceptionally high quality 
habitat for wildlife of national or regional significance, or may provide unique habitat or a 
critical link in habitat conditions for federally listed or candidate threatened and 
endangered species. Contiguous habitat conditions are such that the biological needs of the 
species are met. 


6. Prehistoric Cultural. The river or area within the river cormdor contains a site(s) where 
there is evidence of occupation or use by native Americans. Sites must be rare, one-of-a- 
kind, have unusual characteristics or exceptional human-interest values(s). Sites may have 
national or regional importance for interpreting prehistory; may be rare and represent an 
area where culture or cultural period was first identified and described; may have been used 
concurrently by two or more cultural groups; or may have been used by cultural groups for 
rare or sacred purposes. 


7. Historic Cultural. The river or area within the river corridor contains a site(s) or feature(s) 
associated with a significant event, an important person, or a cultural activity of the past 
that was rare, unusual or one-of-a-kind in the region. A historic site(s) and or feature(s) in 
most cases is 50 years old or older. Of particular significance are sites or features listed in, 
or eligible for inclusion in, the National Register of Historic Places. 


8. Other Similar Values. While no specific evaluation guidelines have been developed for the 
“other similar values” category, additional river-related values deemed relevant to the 
eligibility of the river segment should be considered in a manner consistent with the 
foregoing guidance— including, but not limited to, hydrologic, ecologic/biologic diversity, 
paleontologic, botanic, and scientific study opportunities. 


Each of the preliminarily eligible river segments were re-evaluated in accordance with the 
draft nationwide standards. Based upon this review, there are 10 river segment groupings 
totalling 223.0 miles that have been found to be eligible for potential congressional 
designation as national rivers under one of the three classifications. As such, the segments 
are being studied in the Owyhee RMP to determine if they are suitable for congressional 


The final eligibility and classification documentation for the eligible river segments are 
found in Appendix RECT-3. A tabular listing of all eligible river segments is shown below. 
Table RECT-4 lists all inventoried river segments and their eligibility and classification 
determinations. Documentation for non-eligible river segments is found in part in 
Appendix RECT-4 and is available at the Boise District Office. See Map WSR-1 for 
locations. 
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Sia&c|S.F. Owyhee River 26.501 Wild x x x x 
S.F. Owyhee River 1.50 | Rec x x x x 
Total 28.00 

S2a_ | Lower East Little 8.75 | Wild x 
Owyhee River 0.75 | Rec x 
Total 9.50 

S3a_ «| EF. Owyhee River 66.00] Wild x x x x 

S3> | Bald Mtn. Creck 3.00 | Wild x x x x 

S3e = | Piute Creek 3.00 | Wild x x x 

SM = | Juniper Creek 3.00 | Wild x x x 

S3g | Dukes Creck 3.00 | Wild x x x x 
Total 78.00 

S4a-c | Deep Creek 32.00} Wild x x x x 

S7a_ | Nickel Creek 8.00 | Wild x x x x 
Total 40.00 

SSa_ | Red Canyon Creck 400 | Wild x x x x 

S6a_ = | Petes Creek 3.00 | Wild x x x x 
Total 7.00 

S8a = | Current Creek 7.50 | Wild x x x x 
Current Creek 1.50 | Scenic x x 
Corral Creek 3.00 | Wild x x x x 
Total 12.00 

CSa_ | Lower NF. 400 | Wild x x x x 
Owyhee River 

CSb | Upper NF. 
Owyhee River 16.00) Wild x x x x 
Juniper Creek 1.50 | Wild x x x x 
Cabin Creek 3.50 | Wild x x x x 
Corral Creek 100 | Wild x x x x 
Noon Creek 3.00 | Wild x x x x 
Pleasant Viy Creck 3.50 | Wild x x x x 
Total 28.50 

cy Boulder-Rock Creek 11.50] Wild x 

N8& Jump Ck. 4.00 | Wild x x x 
Jump Ck 0.50 | Rec x x 
Total 4.50 

218.75) Wild 
2.75 | Rec 
1.50 | Scenic 
TOTAL 223.00 
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WILD, SCENIC, AND RECREATIONAL RIVERS 
ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATIONS 








OWYHEE RESOURCE AREA STAFF RECOMMENDATION 


The Owyhee Resource Area and Boise District staff, after inventory and review of all river and 
stream segments (totalling 1,221.5 miles) in the resource area, recommend that the 223.0 miles 
of rivers and streams identified in this Owyhee RMP Appendix are eligible for further study as 
wild, scenic, or recreational rivers. 




















Recommended By 
_/s John R. Benedict _UILIS2 
Owyhee Recreation Planner Date 
—__sLLC. Harksen. W182 
Owyhee Geologist Date 
__ LM. Young _I7A2 
Owyhee Archaeologist Daie 
_/s/Mike J. Mathis. 21192 
Owyhee Wildlife Biologist Date 
__/s Pai Kane 212 
Owyhee Range Conservationist Date 
—_____/s_ Pat Olmstead WiUA2 
Boise District Fisheries Biologist Date 
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South Fork Owyhee River and Small Tributaries 
Segments Sila, b, and c 





L. Physical Description 


a. South Fork Owyhee River: Nevada stateline downstream to confluence with East Fork 
Owyhee River. 


b. Tributary canyons (3), unnamed: South Fork Owyhee River upstream to head of each 
canyon. For the purpose of this document they will be called: 


(1)Coyote Canyon: a little over two miles below Coyote Hole - drains Coyote Flat and 
Grassy Ridge on YP Desert. 


(2) Shea Canyon: about one mile above 45 Ranch - drains Shea Reservoir and Grassy 
Ridge area on YP Desert. 


(3) Box Canyon: about five miles below 45 Ranch - drains unnamed area of YP Desert, 
north of 45 Ranch. 


2. Length 
a. South Fork Owyhee River: 28.0 miles 
b. Tributaries: 
1) Coyote Canyon: 1.0 miles 
2) Shea Canyon: 1.0 miles 
3) Box Canyon: 1.0 miles 
Total: 31.0 miles 
3. Affected Non-federal Lands 
Private: 


South Fork Owyhee River Corridor: 400 acres 
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45 Ranch: T. 14 S.. R. 5 W., Sec. 25, SEANW4, E2SW4 SW4SE4. 
T. 14S., R. 5 W., Sec. 36, NEANW4, NW4NE4. 


Coyote Hole: T. 15 S., R. 4 W., Sec. 20, SE4. 
4. Landscape Characteristics 


The South Fork Owyhee River enters Idaho contained within a 550-foot deep, V-shaped, talus 
sloped canyon capped by a nearly continuous vertical-walled rimrock. The rimrock walls 
formed from the fracturing and erosion of a thin mantle of basaltic lava flows. The eroding 
cliffs have strewn large, blocky rock rubble into the canyon to mix with the smaller platelet- 
type rubble produced from the erosion of underlying rhyolitic rock. The resulting landscape is 
typified by extensive, relatively evenly laid talus slopes covered with a mosaic of sagebrush- 
grassland communities and rock rubble fields which are only occasionally broken by small, 
vertical-walled outcroppings of rhyolite or heaps of basalt rubble. The rubble heaps appear as 
hilly areas within the canyon. They extend southward from near the Nevada border for nearly 
four miles to the E] Paso Gas Pipeline crossing. It is in these basaltic heap areas that boulders 
fill the river channel and create Class II] to IV rapids. Another notable heap area is about 1.5 
miles below Coyote Hole where Sentinel Rapid is located. 


Underlying rhyolite bedrock does not emerge from the talus slopes in large amounts until about 
3.5 miles upstream of Coyote Hole. As typical for the Owyhee Canyonlands, rhyolite bedrock 
appears as sheer-walled, fractured and diversely eroded rock monoliths; some of which rise 
directly from the river channel. Along most of its length, the river channel is defined by talus 
slopes nestled at the base of the rhyolite cliffs. By the time the river reaches within 1.5 miles 
of Coyote Hole it is fully engulfed within an inner gorge of rhyolite cliffs which rise upwards 
as much as 500 feet to be draped by talus slopes that extend another 300 vertical feet to the 


The canyon opens up briefly at Coyote Hole, the location of a historic homestead. The river 
quickly submerges back into rhyolite cliffs where it remains until meeting the East Little 
Owyhee River at the 45 Ranch. Between Coyote Hole and the 45 Ranch the rhyolite cliffs 
reach heights of 700 feet and are fractured into a myriad of vertical, columnar forms; a number 
of which have eroded away from the main canyon walls to form pinnacles or spires known as 
“hoodoos.” Sentinel Rapid below Coyote Hole is given its name because of the presence of a 
number of hoodoos, standing side-by-side, overlooking the rapid. 

Two side canyons, each approximately one mile in length, jut away from the South Fork 


Canyon between Coyote Hole and the 45 Ranch. These side canyons have been named Coyote 
Canyon and Shea Canyon. 


The side canyons carry only intermittent waters from spring snowmelt off the Grassy Ridge 
area of the YP Desert. The convoluted or hilly topography of Grass Ridge and the cliffs of the 
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main South Fork Canyon merge to form the side canyons. As such, the side canyons are not 
distinctively separate from the main South Fork Canyon and have been incorporated into the 
South Fork's eligibility boundary: the same boundary established for the Owyhee 
Canyonlands Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA). 


At the 45 Ranch, the East Litthe Owyhee River Canyon (segment S2a) joins with the South 
Fork. This river confluence has, over the centuries, widened the South Fork Canyon to about 
two miles. The adjoining Spring Creek has aided in the canyon’s wider ag; creating Spring 
Creek Basin. This sagebrush-grassland basin continues downstream to the South Fork’'s 
confluence with the East Fork Owyhee River (segment S3a); the river canyon reaching depths 
of 614) to 700 feet. At this point the basin is named Juniper Basin. The basin or outer canyon 
is defined by an almost continuous, meandering, vertical wall of basalt atop steep talus rubbiec 
slopes. Through the middle of the basin the South Fork has carved a 300 to 400-foot deep, 
sheer-walled, meandering inner gorge through underlying rhyolite rock. Like the basaltic 
rimrock, the rhyolite cliffs are nearly continuous. The cutting action of the river in the inner 
gorge and the erosion of the basaltic mantle merge to create a convoluted topography within 
the basin. The inner gorge is characterized by the customary vertical, columnar fracturing. 
Hoodoo formations, however, are few until the South Fork reaches its confluence with the East 
Fork. 


Within the meandering rimrocks of the outer canyon or basin about five miles below the 45 
Ranch is a mile long, narrow, vertical-walled side canyon created by intermittent spring 

snowmelt from the northern YP Desert lying to the east of the South Fork. For the want of a 
better name, this side canyon is called Box Canyon because of its topographic isolation from 


Because the side canyon is contained within the outer canyon or basin rimrocks of the South 
Fork, it too (like Coyote and Shea Canyons) is included entirely within the South Fork’s 
eligibility boundary: Owyhee Canyonlands SRMA. 


5. Cultural Modifications 


Cultural modifications along the South Fork Owyhee River segment begin with the stateline 
fence which ends at the canyon's western rimrock. The “stateline “ fence is actually .75 miles 
north of the Nevada stateline. 


At mile-3 downstream of the stateline is the historic site of Bull Camp containing the ruins of 
two stone buildings. A trail extends from the site upslope to the canyon rimrock at the point 

where a primitive dirt road crosses the plateau from the east. A trail also does the same from 
the west side of the river. 


Several miles further downstream the river crosses through private property (Coyote Hole) 
where ruins of another stone building can be found in association with a juniper/willow corral. 
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A primitive jeep road extends down the castern slope of the canyon to give the historic site 
vehicle access. 


At about mile-17_5 the river enters the influence zone of the active 45 Ranch. This zone, 
covering 1.5 miles of river, begins with the pooling of the river's flow behind a rock and 
earthen diversion dam constructed sometime prior to the mid-1970s. The construction resulted 
in the formation of a large borrow pit in the lower talus slope of the canyon and the 
development of a canal along the river's north shore. The canal system extends downstream 
for a distance of about .75 miles to the 45 Ranch hay meadows. This canal is closely paralleled 
by a maintenance road for the first 5 miles. The road then departs from the canal and traverses 
the base of the canyon’s cast slope to the ranch site itself. The ranch site has several 

lands adjacent to the river, surrounded, in part, by barbed wire fences. The irrigated lands 
extend to nearly the river's edge where willow and other riparian vegetation has been removed 
in the recent past; some regrowth is now occurring. 


The canal road forks and crosses the South Fork at the confluence of the East Little Owyhee 
River. Once on the west shoreline, the dirt road again forks; one fork heading up the East 
Little Owyhee Canyon bottom for about .5 miles before ascending steeply up onto the 
Halogeton Flat area of the surrounding plateau lands. The other fork, after immediately 
passing a corral, travels downstream parallel to the river for about .S miles. It then ascends 
steeply up the South Fork Canyon’s lower slopes into the Spring Creek Basin (outer canyon) 
area, «ventually climbing to the canyon’s western rimrock lying over two miles away from the 
river. 


The jeep trail up Spring Creek Basin forks two more times. One fork, heads northeastward, 
returning to the vicinity of the river where a fenceline crosses a knoll just above the river. This 
fenceline originates in a cliff area immediately adjacent to the river's west shoreline just 
downstream of the corral. The fence extends northward to where a steel cable is stretche.’ 
across the South Fork to another cliff area adjacent to the river's cast shore. At the base of the 
east shoreline cliffs, a dirt road is carved into the narrow talus slope immediately adjacent to 
the river. This road skirts the east side of the hay meadows from the ranch site. The road 
disappears along the river botiom just below the cable crossing. 


The other fork of the jeep trail in Spring Creek Basin heads northward; traversing the base of 
the steep slopes forming the western flank of the Basin. The trail extends about two miles 
before ending at the lip of the South Fork’s inner canyon. This route is not visible from the 
river. 


The 45 Ranch site is accessed by a regularly maintained dirt road entering the canyon from the 


east. The road, as it switchbacks down the talus slope of the canyon, is readily visible from the 
river corridor in the Spring Creek Basin area below the East Litthe Owyhee River confluence. 
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Further downstream (one mile above the South Fork-East Fork confluence) where Spring 
mmrock to the historic ruins of a log cabin and corral. Once past the ruins the road turns to the 
south and travels within the basin for about one mile to a small developed spring site located 
on the western slope of the outer canyon. 


The entire lengths of the South Fork Owyhee River and its three small tributary canyons are 
contained within the Owyhee Canyonlands Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA). 
This designation is overlapped by the larger Owyhee River Area of Critical Ervironmental 
Concern, the South Fork Owyhee River Wilderness Study Area (WSA), and Owyhee River 
Canyon WSA. The South Fork Owyhee River WSA occurs south of the 45 Ranch. The 
Owyhee River Canyon WSA extends north of the 45 Ranch and includes not only the South 
Fork but also the main stem Owyhee River. The ACEC extends along the entire segments 
length. 


li. Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
1. Scenic Values 


The scenic quality assessment completed for the Owyhee wilderness inventory process rated 
the South Fork Owyhee River Canyon as having Class A scenic quality (see Wilderness Scenic 
Quality and Evaluation Form). 


The scenic quality of the South Fork Owyhee River Canyon is attributed to a diversity of 
dramatic landscapes involving domination by either vertical or diagonal images. In the upper 
half of the canyon, generally from Bull Camp southward, the landscape is dominated by long 
lines and forms of a continuous rimrock. The black, coarse-textured rimrocks contrasts with 
the mosaic of medium-textured, yellow and subdued green sagcbrush-bunchgrass communities 
found on the talus slopes. In some areas amidst the varying colors, lines, and forms of the talus 
slopes can be found sharply contrasting, coarse-textured heaps of blackish, irregularly shaped, 
rock rubble. In other areas, vertical, brownish, coarse textured, isolated rock monoliths pierce 


the talus slopes. 


In the lower portion of the canyon, the landscape is dominated by high, vertical lines and forms 
of coarse-textured, brownish rock monoliths glazed with yellow to light green microflora. At 
the base of the cliffs are subordinate diagonal lines defining the relatively small tnangular 
forms of talus slopes. The slopes are covered with a medium-textured mosaic of yellow to 
subdued green sagebrush-bunchgrass communities and fields of reddish-brown, flat platelet 
rock rubble 
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A medmum-tes*ured, mch green, but quite narrow band of mpanan vegetation follows the 
meandering line of a spring ume nver channel filled with fast-moving. browntsh. silt-laden 
waters. In areas. the river channel! contains stretches of large boulders and whitewater. As 
colors reflect blue sky and a blend of forms. colors, and lines from surrounding cliffs and steep 
slopes. Receding waters also expose the whitish. medium texture of river bottom gravel and 
boulders. The combinations of lines, forms, colors, and textures found amidst this close 
association of landforms. vegetation. and water create exceptionally scenic landscapes 
throughout the entire South Fork Canyon. Contributing significantly to the quality of the 
canyon landscape is the diversity offered by vertical cliffs and large talus slopes, and the array 
tials el veided (tannin Gattned From a scarcity standpoint, the sagebrush/rhyolite 
cliff and sagebrush/twus slope associations are widespread over southwest Idaho. However. 
the South Fork Owyhee River associations are among the best representation of the rhyolite/ 
basalt canyon landscape in the geographic areca. 
Conclusion: 


The entire South Fork Owyhee River segment offers a canyon landscape of diverse landforms. 
vegeta'ion and water that possess scemic qualities of outstandingly remarkabic value. 


2. Recreational Values 


The South Fork Owyhee River segment along its entire length is generally a Class Il 
whitewater river with only several Class III or Class IV rapids. The historic float season has 
been from April through mid-June when flows have been between | 000 and 30,000 cubic feet 
per second (cfs) on the Rome, Oregon, gauge. This equals to about 500 to 15,000 cfs on the 
South Fork. The recent drought years, and increased regional and national interest in the 
canoeing rivers, has encouraged the use of canoes on the South Fork at flows down to 200 cfs 
(Rome gauge). The capability of running the river at such low levels has extended the float 
season in normal water years into mid-July. The South Fork is regionally (Pacific Northwest, 
Utah, and California) recognized, as well as nationally known, for an outstanding wilderness- 
type river expenence because of the camyon’s scenic qualities, solitude opportunities, wildlife 
viewing opportunities, and length of trip available To the open canoeist, the Owyhee River 
system offers one of the best float opportunities in the United States in a desert wilderness-type 
setting or any other environment. Based upon recorded use (1976-1989), and assuming less 
than one-half the visitors report their trips. it is estimated that the upper Owyhee River system 
receives over |,000 user days of visitation in a normal water year. About 50% of the use 
originates on the South Fork; the remainder on the East Fork (see segment S 3a). 
Approximately 30% of the use during a given year will occur from six authorized commercial 
outfitters. 


The three short tributary canyons contribute to the float experience by providing short, day- 
hiking opportunities. The upper two tributary canyons, Coyote Canyon and Shea Canyon, are 
also principal routes used by backpackers to enter the middie section of the South Fork Canyon 
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for overnight/multi-day trips along the nver. Backpack tips have been known to follow the 
South Fork Canyon from Coyote Hole to Shea Canyon. The South Fork Canyon above Coyote 
Hole has not been known to be used to any extent for backpacking. The lower portion of the 
South Fork, below the 45 Ranch. has on occasion attracted hiking use. Backpackers are 
attracted to the South Fork Camyon for the same reasons that boaters are. 





Most backpacking use of the Owyhee Canyonlands system occurs in "he major tributary 
canyons such as Louse Canyon (West Litth Owyhee River) in Oregon, Deep Creek (segments 
S4a, b, and c) and Battle Creek (Bruncau RMP). In these canyons, water levels are low enough 
for safe fording during the late spring/carly summer ind during the fal! when air temperatures 
are cool. Without such larger tributary canyons, the South Fork Canyon will continue to 
(southwest Idaho). Day-hiking. however, will continue to be a contributing factor to the 
quality of the float boat experience. 


Conclusion: 


opportunities (rafting, kayaking. and canoeing) along its entire length. The three small 
tributary canyons of Coyote Canyon, Shea Canyon, and Box Canyon contribute to the quality 
of the float boating experience by providing quality day-hiking opportunities. 


The South Fork Canyon and its tributary canyons are not expected to be major destination 
points for backpacking. 


3. Geologic Values 


Like most of the Owyhee Canyonlands, the South Fork Owyhee River segment with its short 
tributary canyons has geologic formations of volcanic origin (Miocene). The river exposes 
from $50 to 1.000 vertical feet of basaltic flows in combination with underlying rhyolitic 
welded tuffs and tuffaceous sediments. Ongoing weathering and crosion of the basalt and 
rhyolite has created a diverse mixture of sculptured rock formations and talus rubble fields, 
including some concentrated areas of individual spires or pinnacles known as “hoodoos.” 


Basaltic and rhyolitic cliff formations are not unique to Southwest Idaho. However, the 
Owyhee Canyonland system provides a great abundance of large-sized formations comparable 
to those of the Bruneau-Jarbidge River system. Both these systems provide the largest 
concentration of sheer-walled rhyolite/basalt canyon systems in the western United States. The 
concentration of formations along the South Fork is unique within the Owyhee Canyonlands 
itself because it provides the greatest diversity of basalt and rhyolite landform associations 
within any one major fork or tributary of the Owyhee River system. 
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Conclusion: 


The geologic features of the South Fork Owyhee River Canyon contribute significantly to the 
overall outstandingly remarkable geologic values of the Owyhee Canyonlands when 
considered from a national perspective. 


4. Fisheries Values 


Fisheries inventories conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified seven species of fish in the 
indicates a sizeable population of smallmouth bass now occupies the waters of the Owyhee 
River and lower South Fork. This population has been moving upstream from Oregon. The 
redband trout is designated a BLM sensitive species. 


Fisheries habitat in the South Fork Owyhee River segment is presently judged to be in 
unsatisfactory (fair to poor) condition overall because of stream siltation, low summer flows, 
high water temperatures, and the lack of cover (Owyhee MSA). Efforts are underway on 
tributary streams to improve habitat conditions through changes in grazing practices. Such 
the expected degree of change in these factors coupled with the inability to alter the 
availability of cover will not make a substantial change in the present condition of fishenes 
segment from Nevada are not good, but portions of the South Fork could produce large trout 
(15” plus) if habitat is improved. The migration (seasonal) of smallmouth bass into the upper 
Owyhee River system over the past decade suggests that conditions may favor the 
development of a significant warm water fishery resource within the lower South Fork 
Owyhee River (below the 45 Ranch). There is competition for food and space between 
smallmouth bass and trout, and current habitat conditions (mainly water quality) favor 
smallmouth bass. 


The mere presence of ‘‘cnd trout in an resource area stream is not justification for an 

outstanding rat-= §_ < te species is in most resource area streams. An outstanding rating 
should occur ¥ » Jafticular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficient flows to 
produce fish; ation densities and sizes which would clearly be superior to the average 
good condition stream. It appears from a cold water fisheries perspective that this situation 
may not be achievable on the South Fork Owyhee River. However, improving conditions on 
the South Fork, even to a small degree, could allow a smallmouth bass populations (warm 
water fishery) to prosper: a unique situation for resource area streams. As such, there is the 
potential for an outstandingly remarkable warm water fishery. 


The tributary streams of Coyote, Shea, and Box Car.,on have no opportunity for other than a 
minimal fishenes resource because of their intermittent nature 
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Conchusion: 


The South Fork Owyhee River seginent and its small wibutary streams do not presently have 
outstandingly remarkable fishenes values. However. some improvement in fishernes habstat 
could result in the development of an outstandingly remarkable warm water fishery on the 
South Fork Owyhee River. 


S. Wildlife Values 


The South Fork Owyhee River Canyon provides upland and mparian habitats for a number of 
ground mammals, reptiles, a host of small birds, raptors, bats, and Califorma bighorn sheep. 


The waters along the entire |-ngth of the South Fork Owyhee River are considered 
outstanding habitat for river otter because of adequate year-long flows and a good prey base 
(fisheries). Otter sightings a ¢ commonplace on float trips, particularly at lower flows. The 
high, well fractured and othe aise eroded cliffs of the canyons are considered outstanding 
habitat for cliff nesting rapto.s. Bald cagles (a federally listed endangered species) 
occasionally winter in small numbers along the canyon walls of the upper Owyher River 
system. These cliffs are also suspected to support populations of spotted bat and/or 
Townsend's big-eared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 


California bighorn sheep inhabit the entire length of the canyon system from Juniper Creek 
downstream into Oregon. The South Fork supports a small portion of the estimated 700 
sheep now populating the Owyhee Canyonlands in Idaho. The entire South Fork Canyon, 
however, is suitable habitat for ighorn sheep. Most of the Owyhee Canyonlands present 


population is in the East Fork canyon system. The Owyhee Canyonlands population equates 
to about 10 & of the world population. The South Fork Owyhee River Canyon is considered a 


habitat of natonal significance 


Generally, deep canyon habitats are considered significant to wildlife species im desert and 
semi-desert environments throughout the western United States. The South Fork's mpanan 
zone does not contain a diverse species composition, what there is of the mparian habitat is in 
less than satisfactory condition (Owyhee MSA). Species diversity is limited by the annual 
scouring of the river channel and shoreline by high flows. The upland habitats within the 
canyons, which include many topographically isolated slopes nestled amid cliffs, are in good 
to ~xcellent condition (Owyhee MSA). A canyon system of such large size, and containing 
areas of good to pristine habitat, possesses outstanding wildlife values) When the South Fork 
segment is looked at in combination with the East Fork segment (S}a), the Owyhee River 
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system in Oregon and major tributary systems, such as the North Fork Owyhee River (CSa and 
b) and Deep Crock (S4a.b.c, and S7a) where additional oparian and upland vegetation species 
diversity cxmas, the Owyhee Canyonlands system as a whole 5 a wildlife habetat arce of 
natonal. if not imternatbonal. sgnificance 





The smaller tibutary canyons of Coyote, Shea. and Box Canyons contribute to the overall 
quality of camyonlands wildlife habstat m the Owyhee River system and are. therefore. 
comsdered to have outstanding wildlife valucs 


Concleson: 


The South Fork Owyhee River Canyon, mm combination with ts small tributary canyons. 
possesses outstandingly remartable wildlife values The nver segment contributes 


ite bats Cain Cetehatnnscstinte if not 
internationally, agnificant wildlife habvtat area 


6 Prehistonc Cultural Values 


rimrock areas of the South Fork Owyhee River and its “sister” canyons, as well as on 
surrounding plateau lands of Idaho However. few sites have been located within the Owyhee 
Canyonlands of Idaho except in rock shelters tucked away at the bases of cliffs. ht is thought 
that what sites may have existed adjacent to the nver have long since been destroyed by the 
frequent springtime floods and the continual realigning of the meandenng nver channel 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable prehistonc cultural values along the South Fork 
Owyhee River cannot be determined at this ime 








7. Historic Cultural Values 


The ruins of histonc stone and wooden (log) busidings. are representative of those constructed 
during the late- | 9th and early- 20th centurnes are found along the South Fork Owyhee River 
These sites occupy both federal and private (Coyote Hole and 45 Ranch) properties. None of 
the sites are judged to qualify for the National Register of Histonc Places (NRHP) based upon 
inclusion on the NRHP as contributing elements of a Histonc Site District centered on early 
ranching within the varnous tributanes of the Owyhee River The sites are pudged to be a 
significant resource which contributes to the recreational expenence along the nver corndor 
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Coactesion: 


A sumber of historic sites exist along the South Fork Owyhee River whch add significantly to 
the recreatonal cxpenence of the river corndor, and may collectively qualify for incluson on 
the National Register of Historic Places. However, individual sites are not judged to be of 
outstandingly remarkable hestoanc value when comadered mm perspective to hrstonc resources im 
southwest Idaho as a whole 


8. Other Similar Values 


No other outstandingly remarkable values are identified for the South Fork Owyhee River 
segment 


A wtal of 28.0 miles of the South Fork Owyhee River (segment Sia. b and c) are eligible for 
further consideration as a congressionally designated nver because of outstandingly 
remarkable scemic, recreational, geologic, and wildlife values. The nver segment also has the 
potential for outstandingly remarkable fishenes values 


The 17.5 miles extending downstream from the Nevada stateline to the 45 Dam and the 9.0 
mules extending downstream from the northern property boundary of the 45 Ranch to the 
confluence with the East Fork Owyhee River should be classified as a potential wild river 
Cultural modifications associated with histonc sites and thei jeep trail/road access are not 
sufficient to warrant a less restrictive classification. 


The | 5 miles extending downstream from the 45 Dam to the northern property boundary of 
the 45 Ranch should be classified as a potential recreational river. Existing cultural 
modification (ranch site with diversion dam/canal, hay meadows, roads, fences, etc ), and the 
continued use and maintenance of these developments warrants a jess restnctive classification 


The intermittent tributary strearns of Coyote Canyon, Shea Canyon, and Box Canyon, though 
contributing to a number of outstandingly remarkable values, should not be identified as 
individual chgible streams In all three cases (totalling } 0 miles). these stream segments he 


entirely within the eligibility boundary (Owyhee Canyonlands SRMA) for the South Fork 
Owyhee River Canyon A separate delincation is not warranted. 


Classification Considerations for the Owyhee RMP 
A BLM suitability recommendation for the South Fork Owyhee River needs to support the 
continued viable operation of the 45 Ranch. including recurmng major maintenance work on 


the 45 Dam This maintenance has require instream reconstruction of the dam following high 
water damage and the rebuilding of the canal and access road Future maintenance may 
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require the removal of borrow materials from the canyon slopes downstream of the dam 
structure. The existing rehabilitated borrow pit above the dam will not be re-opened. Should 
the dam need reconstruction, the existing “boatable” spillway must be retained. 

It is presently the intent of the 45 Ranch to place a steel bridge across the South Fork below the 
East Little Owyhee River confluence and to utilize low-water fence systems across the South 
Fork. The BLM should work with the 45 Ranch to ensure public boating safety on these 
projects. 

The BLM is proposing to acquire a recreational and scenic easement for lands within the 45 
Ranch properties. The recreational easement is needed to secure public access to the lower 
(northern) end of the properties and to develop a small boating launch site. The scenic 
easement would deal with issues relating to the ranch site operation itself, including the 


Lower East Little Owyhee River 
Segment S2a 
I. Physical Description 


1. Location: From cast boundary of the Star Valley Ranch properties downstream to the 


2. Length: 9.5 miles 
3. Affected Non-federal Lands 
Private: 40 acres 
T. 16S., R. 5 W., Sec. 9, SW4SW4. 
State: 160 acres 
T. 16 S., R. 5 W., Sec. 16, N2N2. 
4. Landscape Characteristics 
The free-flowing lower East Litthe Owyhee River segment begins at the downstream (east) end 


of the Star Valley Ranch properties. At these properties, the thin mantle of basalt rock, which 
covers the three state area (Idaho, Oregon and Nevada), has been eroded away by the 
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confluence of several major drainages to form a small basin area in which the ranch site is 
nestled. The confluence is that of the East Little Owyhee River, Tent Creek and a short, 
unnamed draw. After departing the confluence area, the East Little Owyhee River cuts a 
narrow (about one-quarter mile wide) gorge into the basalt mantle and underlying rhyolite 
rock. The canyon walls immediately reach to a height of 400 feet. In the lower elevations of 
the gorge the rhyolite mses vertically from within or near the river channel to form highly 
fractured rock monoliths which take on columnar forms; few, however, have eroded away from 
the cliffs to form “hoodoos” as is common throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands system. 
Above the inner gorge, basalt rubble forms steep talus slopes that mse to a nearly continuous, 
vertical basaltic rimrock. Within the first three miles of the canyon, four relatively large side 
draw: help shape the canyon’s topography. Rhyolite cliffs remains a dominant feature at the 
lowe: elevations. After mile three, the rhyolite generally becomes submerged beneath a 
blanket of basaltic rubble as the canyon widens to a about vaec-half mile. The landscape 
becomes that of a 700-foot deep, V-shaped, talus sloped canyon capped by a nearly continuous 
vertical-walled rimrock. The talus slopes are relatively evenly laid and are covered with a 
mosaic of sagebrush-grassland communities and rock rubble fields which are only occasionally 
broken by small, vertical-walled outcroppings of rhyolite or heaps of basalt rubble. The 
underlying rhyolite bedrock does not re-emerge from the talus slopes in large amounts until 
about 1.5 miles upstream of the confluence with the South Fork Owyhee River near the 45 
Ranch. 


5. Cultural Modifications 


Cultural modifications along the lower East Little Owyhee River are limited to two areas. In 
the vicinity of the Star Valley Ranch, two fences have been constructed across the river. The 
first is at the very beginning of the river segment (mile-0.1); the other at mile-0.7. The first 
fence skirts along the base of the cliffs to the cast of the ranch site and crosses the river at the 
mouth of the canyon on State of Idaho lands. The second fence is the continuation of a 
fenceline which crosses the plateau south of the river and extends over the canyon rimrock 
onto the upper elevation talus slopes. This fence also lies on State of Idaho lands. Within .5 
miles downstream of the second fence are two old pack trails identified on USGS topographic 
maps. The condition of these trails is unknown. 


As the river segment merges with the South Fork Owyhee River Canyon, a primitive dirt road 
parallels the East Litthe Owyhee River. The road extends from the river confluence upstream 
along the west shore of the East Litthe Owyhee River for a distance of about .75 miles before 
crossing and climbing eastward out of the canyon. This road serves as the primary access route 
onto the 45 Plateau from idaho and i« periodically maintained; however, the use of 4-wheel 
drive vehicles in required because of the steep road grade, etc. As described in the South Fork 
assessinent (see segment S!a-c), there is a small corral at the river confluence. 
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6. Existing Land Management Designations 


Most of the lower East Little Owyhee River segment lies within the East Littl Owyhee River 
Wilderness Study Area (WSA). The state land area at the beginning of the segment is not 
within the WSA. The northernmost stretch of the river, from the road crossing downstream, is 
also not in the WSA. It is, however, within the boundary of the Owyhee Canyonlands Special 
Recreation Management Area (SRMA). This designation, as well as part of the WSA, is 
overlapped by the Owyhee River Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). The ACEC 
designation extends up the East Little Owyhee River Canyon for a distance of about 4.5 miles. 


IL. Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
1. Scenic Values 


the lower East Little Owyhee River Canyon as having an overall low-Class B scenic quality 
(see Wilderness Scenic Quality and Evaluation Form). 


Throughout most of its length, the landscape of the East Litthe Owyhee River Canyon is 
within vertical lines and forms of a continuous rimrock. The black, coarse-texture of the 
nmrocks contrasts with the mosaic of medium-textured, yellow and subdued green sagebrush- 
bunchgrass communities found on the talus slopes. In some areas amidst the varying colors, 
lines, and forms of the talus slopes can be found sharply contrasting, coarse-textured heaps of 
blackish, irregularly shaped, rock rubble. In other areas, vertical, brownish, coarse-textured, 
isolated rock monoliths pierce the talus slopes. It is in the rhyolite/basalt associations that the 
canyon is the most scenic. Water contributes to scenic quality during spring snowmelt by 
boulders and whitewater. By mid-summer, the affects of moving water are replaced by the 
whitish colors of silt-laden channel gravels and standing pools of unted green water. From a 
Owyhee River, provide a better (more scenic) representation of the rhyolite/basalt canyon 
landscape in the geographic area. 


Conclusion: 
The scenic quality of the lower East Little Owyhee River Canyon is considered to be a 


significant resource, particularly in the rhyolite/basalt association<, but it is not considered an 
outstandingly remarkable value. 
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2. Recreational Valucs 


The lower East Litthe Owyhee River is not, from a logistical standpoint, a boatable stream. The 
canyon can be readily backpacked in the spring months when water remains availabic. 
However, the scenic quality of the canyon is not considered high enough to aftract recreation 
users from outside the geographic area. Most backpacking use of the Owyhee Canyonlands 
system occurs in the more scenic major tributary canyons such as Louse Canyon (West Little 
Owyhee River) in Oregon, Deep Creek (segments S4a, b, and c) and Bat’ c¢ Creek (Bruncau 
RMP). In these canyons, water levels are low enough for safe fording d ring the late spring/ 
early summer and during the fall when air temperatures are cool. This as essment is consistent 
with that of the wilderness inventory: the East Little Owyhee River WSA lacks outstanding 
for solitude. . aaa 


Conclusion: 


The lower East Little Owyhee River Canyon is lacking in outstandingly remarkable 
recreational values. The canyon is not expected to be a major destination point for 
backpacking or other outdoor activities. 


3. Geologic Values 


Like most of the Owyhee Canyonlands, the lower East Little Owyhee River segment has 
geologic formations of volcanic origin (Miocene). The river exposes over 700 feet of basaltic 
Ongoing weathering and erosion of the basalt and rhyolite has created a mixture of sculptured 
rock formations and talus rubble fields. 


Canyonlands system provides a great abundance of large-sized formations comparable to those 
of the Bruncau-Jarbidge River system. Both these systems provide the largest concentration of 
sheer-walled rhyolite/ basalt canyon systems in the western United States. The canyon of the 

lower East Litthe Owyhee River contributes to the overall geologic value of southwest Idaho's 

are the least diverse of any river segment in the region. 


Conclusion: 
The geologic features of the lower East Little Owyhee River are considered to be a significant 


resource value; however, they are not judged to be an outstandingly remarkable value because 
of their limited diversity. 
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4. Fisheries Values 


Fisheries habitat conditions in the lower East Littl Owyhee River segment have not been 
inventoried. The segment is intermittent and presently has very limited fishery value. 
Efforts are underway to improve habitat conditions through changes in grazing practices. 
While such efforts may improve flow levels (at least seasonally), reduce siltation, decrease 
temperatures, and enhance cover, what the overall benefit to fishenes will be on this segment 
cannot be speculated. It is hoped that 2 notable improvement in seasonal migratory use of the 
river's lower reaches will occur from the South Fork Owyhee River. An outstanding rating 
should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficient flows to 
produce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly be superior to the average 
good condition stream. It appears that this situation will not be achievab'> on the lower East 
Conclusion: 


remarkable fisheries values. It is not expected that improvements in fisheries habitat will 
result in the development of an outstandingly remarkable fishery. 


5. Wildlife Values 


The lower East Little Owyhee River Canyon provides upland and riparian habitats for a 
number of wildlife species including mule deer, cougar, bobcat, other small ground 
mammals, reptiles, a host of small birds, raptors, bats, and California bighorn sheep. River 
otter, beaver, and muskrat may use the river's lower reaches near the confluence of the South 
Fork Owyhee River on a seasonal basis when flows are sufficient (spring and carly summer). 


Thx high, well fractured and otherwise eroded cliffs of the canyons are considered 
outstanding habitat for cliff nesting raptors. A small number of bald eagles (a federally listed 
endangered specics) occasionally winter along the canyon walls of the upper Owyhee River 
system. These cliffs are also suspected to support populations of spotted bat and/or 
Townsend's big-eared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 


A small number of California bighorn sheep inhabit at least the lower four miles of the East 
Little Owyhee River Canyon within the Owyhee River ACEC. The ACEC in Idaho supports 
an estimated 700 sheep. This number cquates to about 10 % of the world population. All 
canyons of the Owyhee River system which are utilized by bighorn sheep are considered 
habitats of national significance. 


Generally, deep canyon habitats are considered significant to wildlife species in desert and 
Owyhee River's does not contain as diverse a species composition as some of its “sister” 
tributary streams, what species are present are found in abundant numbers. The East Little 
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Owyhee River's riparian habitat is suspected to be in fair condition. Additional vegetative 
inventories are needed. it is suspected that species diversity may be limited by the annual 
scouring of the river channel and shoreline by high flows as well as by summer dry-out. The 
nestled amid cliffs, are in good to excellent condition (Owyhee MSA). A canyon system of 
When the East Little Owyhee River segment is looked at in combination with the East Fork 
(S3a) and South Fork (Sla-c) segments, the Owyhee River system in Oregon and major 
tributary systems, such as the North Fork Owyhee River (CSa and b) and Deep Creek 
(S4a.b.c, and S7a) where additional riparian and upland vegetation species diversity exists, 
the Owyhee Canyonlands system as a whole is a wildlife habitat area of national, if not 


Conclusion: 





values. The river segment contributes significantly to the overall value of the Owyhee 


Canyonlands system as a nationally, if not internationally, significant wildlife habitat area. 
6. Prehistoric Cultural Values 


rimrock areas of the Owyhee River Canyon and its “sister” canyons, as well as on 
surrounding plateau lands of Idaho. However, few sites have been located within the Owyhee 
Canyonlands of Idaho except in rock shelters tucked away at the bases of canyon cliffs. It is 
thought that what sites may have cxisted adjacent to the river have long since been destroyed 
by the frequent springtime floods and the continual realigning of the meandering river 
channel. Tributary canyons, such as thet of the East Little Owyhee River, may contain sites 
unaffected by erosion. Intensive cultural inventories along the lower East Little Owyhee 
River have not been undertaken nor are they currently planned. 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable prehistonc cultural values along the lower East 
Litthe Owyhee River cannot be determined at this time. 


7. Historic Cultural Values 
There are no known historic sites along the lower East Little Owyhee River. 


Conclusion: 


No outstanding remarkable historic values exist along the lower East Little Owyhee River 
segment. 
A-222 * Appendi 








8. Other Similar Values 





segment 


IIL Eligibility and Classification 


There are 9.5 miles of the lower East Little Owyhee River which are eligible for further 
consideration as a congressionally designated river because of outstandingly remarkable 
wildlife values. 


The 9.5 miles extending downstream from the Star Valley Ranch properties to the crossing of 
the dirt road .75 miles above the South Fork Owyhee River confluence should be classified as a 
not sufficient to warrant a less restrictive classification. The .75 miles of river from the road 
crossing to the South Fork confluence should be classified as a potential recreational river 
because of the paralleling. periodically maintained dint road. 

The South Fork Owyhee River (segment S!a-c) suitability classification calls for retaining the 
river corridor in the vicinity of the 45 Ranch as a recreational river to allow for development 
and maintenance options relating to the operation of the ranch site. The recreational 
classification for the last .75 miles of the lower East Litthe Owyhee River is consistent with the 


South Fork proposal. 
Owyhee River - East Fork 
and Small Tributaries 
Segments S3a, S3b, S3d, S3e, SM, and S3g 
I. Physical Description 
1. Location 


a. Owyhee River - East Fork: Oregon stateline upstream to west boundary of Duck Valley 
Indian Reservation 


b. Bald Mountain Canyon Creek: Canyon drop-off near headwaters downstream to 
confluence with Owyhee River 
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c. Porcupine Creek: Lower stretch from fenceline south of Twin Springs property (private) 
downstream to conflucnce with East Fork Owyhee River 





¢@ Piute Creek: Head of lower camyon at road crossing ncar Piute Basin Camp downstream 
to confluence with East Fork Owyhee River. 


¢. Juniper Creek: Head of lower camyon at road crossing downstream to confluence with 
East Fork Owyhee River. 


f. Dukes Creek: Headwaters downstream to confluence with Owyhee River 
2. Length (preliminarily cligible only) 
a. Owyhee River - East Fork: 66.0 miles 


b. Bald Mountain Canyon Creck: 3.0 miles 


d. Porcupine Creek: 1.75 miles 
c. Piute Creek: 3.0 miles 
f. Juniper Creek: 3.0 miles 
g. Dukes Creek: 3.0 miles 
Total: 79.75 miles 


3. Affected Non-federal Lands 


East Fork Owyhee River Corridor: 440 acres 
T. 145. R. 2 W., Sec. 1, SINW4, E2SW4, S2SE4. 


T. 1458. R. 2 W., Sec 2; N2SW4, SW4NE4, NW4SB4. 
T. 15S. R. 1 W., Sec. 19, NBANW4. 


Juniper Creek corridor: 640 acres 


T. 15S. R. 1 W., Sec. 16. 
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4. Landscape Characterstics 


as several (5S) short tributary streams, incleding Bald Mountain Canyon Creck, Dukes Crock. 
Porcupine Crock, Piute Crock. and Juniper Creek. Each of these tributary segments lic, in part, 


The East Fork Owyhee River begins ms free-flowing journcy through this segment within a 
250-foot deep. steep sloped canyon of rhyolite talus rubbic that cnginally forms about five 
miles upstream in the Duck Valicy Indian Reservation. Once on public lands, the camyon's 
character quickly changes to that of a sheer-walled chasm where rhyolite cliffs mse durectly 
from the waters on both sides of the channel. At the base of the cliffs, water seeping from 

before passing beneath the E] Paso Gas Pipeline in a narrow gorge known as Garat Gorge 

Within this gorge ts a sernes of large boulder falls that cause technically difficult whitewater 
rapids, some of which warrant portaging. Above the gorge there is an outer canyon area of 
with the rubble field are communities of sagebrush and bunchgrass 


Downstream of the pipeline crossing the canyon steadily increases in depth until it reaches a 
depth of near | 000 feet just downstream of the South Fork Owyhee River confluence (see 
segment Slab, and c). The camyon depths are defined by an association of sheer rhyolite 
cliffs and steep talus slopes. The cliff areas are diversely croded into a myriad of fractured 
monolithic columnar forms. Below the South Fork confluence, the columnar forms have been 
separated by crosion from the main cliff walls to create hundreds and hundreds of rock spires 
or pinnacles known as “hoodoos.” At the base of the cliffs, small talus slopes covered with 
grass and large sagebrush shape the meandering character of the nver's shoreline In several 
places, however, the most notable being in the Lambert Gorge on the lower end of the East 
Fork, the rock walls rise hundreds of feet directly from the river channel. 


Upstream of the Lambert Gorge, the steep talus slopes are generally found on the inside of the 
bends of the river's meandering course. They are characterized by a mosaic of rhyolite platelet 
rubble fields and grasslands-sagebrush communities These slopes climb to the full height of 
the canyon and rap around the tops of cliffs forming the outside of the meanders. The 
meanders of the middie East Fork are so prominent that at one point the ancient nverbed has 
been cut off from the present river channel to isolate about one mile of canyon. This formation 
is known as an oxbow. This particular oxbow is called “The Tules” because of its bush 
nparian, almost swamp-like conditions in the ancient nverbed. 


At the head of the Lambert Gorge. the rhyolite rock is topped with a thin mantle of basalt. The 
basalt fractures and breaks away into talus slopes and sheer nmrock formations set back from 
the underlying rhyolite cliffs. Within the Lambert Gorge. large basalt rubble has fallen into the 
river to create a large unboatable cascade known as Owyhee Palls and a technically difficult 
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rapid called Thread the Needle. Once topped by the basalt, the camyon's character is much less 
meandering and 1s dominated by nearly continuous sheer cliffs on both sides of the nver. What 
meandering of the nvers course does occur 1s influenced by the small talus slopes nestled at the 
base for the ummense cliffs. 


Merging with the Owyhee River Canyon about eight miles upstream of the Oregon border 1 
Bald Mountain Canyon. The canyon merges with the Owyhee River Canyon from the north at 
the point of its maximum depth: 1,000 feet. However, Bald Mountain Canyon is less than one- 
half the width of the main Owyhee River Canyon. This immense, narrow gorge is a day hike 
which cannot be missed if you are floating the upper Owyhee River system. A visitor is 
completely swallowed by fractured, verucal-walled rock monoliths nsing mto a exploson of 
diversely eroded rock spires. At the base of cliffs, water seeps from the fractures to nournsh 
small, lush, clinging plant communities thriving in the perpetual coolness of the chasm. The 
springs and seeps provide water year-around but not at a level which will maintain surface 
flows in the summer. Surface waters traveling within the channel occur during a brief time in 
plateau lands 


About three miles further downstream toward Oregon another gorge somewhat similar in 
character to that of Bald Mountain Creek has also formed from intermittent flows (snowmelt) 
off of Bald Mountain. This gorge is that of Dukes Creek. The difference between the two 
canyons is that Dukes Creek's topography in its upper 200 feet of height is more spread out. 
giving it a somewhat less dramatic visual impact. 












Above Lambert Gorge. in the Rickard Crossing area downstream of the Deep Creek 
confluence, a smal! stream called Porcupine Creek drains the southeast portion of Lambert 
Table (the basaltic mantle previously described). The lower 1.75 miles flows south to the East 
Fork Owyhee River through a hilly plateau country (Sheep Hills) having topographic rehef of 
about 200 feet. About one-half mile north of the East Fork. the creck has cut downward to 
help form the East Fork's camyon. Water flows principally come from spring snowmelt, 
however there is a series of springs at the base of Lambert Table which supply some year-long 
water but not in sufficient volume to maintain surface flows to the East Fork. 





Purther upstream, joining the East Fork Owyhee River from the south, is Piute Creek. The 
lower canyon of this creek has a landscape characteristic of the East Fork's canyon previously 
described. The canyon of Piute Creek reaches a depth of over 400 feet when it joins the East 
Fork. The sheer-walled canyon disappears about one mile above the confluence to be replaced 
by a V-shaped canyon cutting through a convoluted plateau landscape Topographic rehef at 
the head of the stream segment near Prute Basin Camp is above 100 feet. 


Lastly, Juniper Creek enters the East Fork Owyhee River Canyon from the south, upstream of 


the Garat Gorge The stream meanders through a shallow canyon, with a maximum depth of 
about 200 feet, along the northwest flank of Juniper Basin. The canyon is known as Hole Up 
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Canyon. About one-half mile to three-quarter mile to the west is a basaltic rimrock resting 300 
feet above the floor of Juniper Basin which contributes notably to the characteristic landscape 
best small pockets of standing water im the channel gravels. 


5. Cultural Modifications 








Man's influence along the river segments are limited to those found along the East Fork 
Owyhee River and Prute Creek. Beginning upstream at approximately mile-13 from the Duck 
Valley Indian Reservetion ts Garat Crossing which includes both a crossing of the E] Paso Gas 
below the pipe itself. The road is the principal access for those wishing to float the East Fork. 
An informational board (kiosk) is located at this site. About 1.5 miles below the Garat 
Crossing is a 40-acre private parce! contamung the histonc ruins of a stone building. 


The confluence area of Battle Creek also contains several historic ruins on private ground (2 
parcels). including stone buildings and a water wheel which rests in the river channel. 
Primitive jeep trails access cach of these private parcels, one from the north and one from the 
south 


A primitive dart road approaches the East Fork several miles below the Deep Creek confluence 
at what is known as Rickard Crossing. The road does not reach the river, however, a notable 
livestock trail extends from the road's end to the flats along the river. 


At Crutcher Crossing, a parcel recently purchased by the BLM with Land and Water 
Conservation Punds located about two miles upstream of the South Fork - East Fork 


confluence, there are several historic buildings and a corral. A road extends from the canyon 
rimrocks along both sides of the river to the historic site. These roads occasionally are used to 
access the river for boating opportunities. There is also evidence of small scale mining activity 
at the crossing near the south side of the river. 


A primitive jeep trail reaches to the river from the north, extending off of Dickshooter Ridge 
across from the confluence of Piute Creek. This is a remnant of an old CCC road which 
crossed the river and proceeded up Piute Creek before ascending to the plateau about one mile 
from the conflvence. At the point of ascent 1s evidence of the old roadbed cut and rock wall on 
the west slope of Piute Canyon. 


A historic pack trail known as the Wilson Trail is noted on the topographic maps (Bull Basin 
Camp) near the confluence of Bald Mountain Canyon, but this trail has not been visible on 
float trips 
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Lastly, several isolated fences occur mm the mmrock areas along the Owyhee River-East Fork 
segment and its tributary camyons. A fence crosses Porcupine Creck at the beginning of that 
segment 


6 Existing Land Management Desgnatons 


The enture length of the Owyhee River-East Fork segment hes within the Owyhee Canyonlands 
Special Recreation Management Arca (SRMA) established by the Owyhee MFP (1981). This 
segment is also overiaid by the Owyhee River Arca of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACEC). 





Much of Bald Mountain Canyon, Dukes Canyon, and Hole Up Canyon (Juniper Crock) are 
also contained within the SRMA/ACEC boundanes. Only about the lower one-half mile of 
both Porcupine and Prute Creek are contained in the SRMA_ but they are predominately within 
the ACEC boundary. 


All stream segments discussed in this document are contained in the Owyhee Canyonlands 
Wilderness Study Arca complex (WSAs ID-16-48B, 49A, 49D, and 52, and 11 1-49E) except 
the upper half of Jumper Creek 


IL. Assessment of Outstandingly Ren.arkable Valucs 


1. Scemec Values 


The scenic quality assessment completed for th’ Owyhee Grazing EIS identified the Owyhee 
River-East Fork canyon complex as having Class A scenic quality. This scenic quality rating 
was reaffirmed during the wilderness inventory process (see Wilderness Scenic Quality 
Inventory and Evaluation Forms). 


The scenic landscapes of the Owyhee River-East Fork Canyon and its tributary canyons are, in 
part, dominated by a mixture of high, vertical lines and forms of coarse-textured, brown to 
blackish eroded cliffs, often glazed with yellow to hight green microflora. intertwined with the 
verti al features on much of the East Fork are diagonal lines that frame tnangular forms 
associated with talus slopes. The slopes have a mosaic of medium-textured, yellow and 
subdued green sagebrush bunchgrass communities A medium-textured, nch green but quite 
narrow band of mpanan vegetation follows the meandering line of a spring time nver channel! 
filled with fast-moving brownish. silt laden waters The nver channel contains some stretches 
of whitewater rapids and immense boulders As water recedes. sparkling pools and slow 
moving water iinted with green and brown channel colors reflect blue sky and a blend of 
forms, colors, and lines from surrounding cliffs and steep slopes. Receding waters also expose 
the whitish, medium-textured river bottom gravels and boulders The combinavon of lines. 
forms, colors, and textures found amudst this close association of landforms, vegetation, and 


water create excepoonally scemc landscapes in all but the upper most reaches of Juniper and 
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Prute Creek and along most of Porcupune Creek where rolling plateau landscapes prevail 
Contribuung sgnificantly to the quality of the camyon landscapes 1s |) the umterchange of 
verncal clifts and talus shapes as the East Fork follows an extremely meandering course, and 2) 
the array of hundreds and hundreds of indrvedual pennacies (hoadaos) along the mann Owyhee 
River From a scarcity standpount. the sagebrushyrhyolse cliff assacapon 1s eidespread over 
representapon of the rhyolste Camyon landscape om the goographac areca. partcularty the 
Owyhee 's extemsive hoodoo formapons They are compatible to those of the Bruncav-Jartedge 
River system. 








Conclusion: 


The entire Owyhee River-East Fork segment. the entire length of Bald Mountasn Camyon and 
Dukes Canyon. the lower porpons of Jumper Creek and Prute Creek offer camyon landscapes of 
diverse landforms. vegetabon and/or water that possess scemc qualities of outstandingly 
remarkable valuc 


The scenic qualities of rolling plateau lands adjouning the Porcupine Creek segment and the 
upper poruon of Prute and Jumper Creeks, are not comudered to be outstanding 


2. Recreational Valucs 


The Owyhee River-East Fork segment ‘ong its entire length is generally a Class [] whitewater 
river, with several sections of Class TV tu cough VI in the Lambert and Garat Gorges. The 
histonc float season has been from Apni th ,ugh mid-June when flows have been between 
1,000 to 30,000 cubic feet per second (cfs) on the Rome, Oregon, gauge. This equates to about 
$00 to 15,000 cfs on the East Fork. With recent drought years and increased regional and 
national interest in the open canoeing of nvers. float trips have been run with canoes at flows 
down to 200 cfs (Rome gauge) The capability of running the river at such low levels has 
extended the float season in normal water years into mid-July The Owyhee-East Fork 1s 
regionally (Pacific Northwest, Utah and California) recogni: d, as well as nationally 
recognized, for an outstanding wilderness-type nver expenence because of the camyon's scenic 
qualities, solitude opportunities, wildlife viewing opportunities, and length of trp available To 
the open canoerst, the Owyhee River system offers one of the best float opportunites in the 
Unsted States mn a wilderness-type deser' environment or any other environment Based upon 
recorded use (1976-1989), and assuming less than one-half the visitors report their trips. it 1s 
estimated that the upper Owyhee River system receives over | (000 user day of visitation in a 
normal water year About 50% of this use originates on the East Fork. the remainder on the 


South Fork (segment Slab and c) Approximately 30% of the use during a given year will 
occur from commercial outfitters. Presently, six commercial outfitters are authorized to run 


trips on the upper Owyhee River system. 
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The wibutary canyons of the Owyhee River-East Fork, including those of Bald Mountain 
Canyoe Creck, Dukes Crock. Red Camyon Crock (segment SS), Deep Crock (segment S4a). 
Piute Crock, Battle Crock (Bruncas RMP), Yatahoncy Creek (Bruncan RMP) and Juniper 
Creek, contribute significantly to the float boating cxpernence on the Owyhee River-East Fork 
segment by providing cxcepuonal dzy-huking opportunspes Deep Creck 1 also flaatable 
éuring a short time im the spring. Porcupine Creek. however, docs not aftract visitation on river 
tips because of the lack of significant or outstanding scenic qualities as well as the lack of 
avanlabie campsites im the ummodiate areca of ts confluence with the East Fork. 








Pacific Northwest (PNW ) region during low-water pernods for the same reason that boaters use 
the area. This use occurs during the cooler fall months. Most backpacking use of the Owyhee 
Canyonlands system is presently accurs m the major tributary canyons such as Louse Canyon 
(West Little Owyhee River) in Oregon, Deep Creek (Segments S4a.b.c) and Battle Crock 
(Bruneau RMP) In these canyons water levels are low enough for safe fording during the 
cooler late spring/earty summer months. During the months the East Fork and main stem 
Owyhee River canyons are also utilized mm conjunchon with the tnbutary canyons. 


Conclusion: 


The Owyhee River-East Fork segment offers outstandingly remarkable float boating 
opportunities (rafting. kayaking. and canoeing) along its entire length The tributary canyons 
of Bald Mountain Carryon Creek, Dukes Creek, Piute Creek, and Juniper Creek contribute to 
the outstanding river running cipenence by providing exceptional side-hiking expenences 
Porcupmne Creek does not contribute to outstandingly remarkable recreation opportunities. 


While the Owyhee River-East Fork segment and its smaller tributary canyons tend not to be 
mayor destination pomnts for backpacking. they contribute to the overall outstandingly 
remarkable backpacking opportunities found im the Owyhee Canyonlands system as a whole 
when comsidered in congunction with the use of mayor tributary canyon systems. 


1 Geolog Values 


Like most of the Owyhee Canyonlands. the Owyhee River-East Fork segment along with its 
tributary canyons have geologic formations predominately of volcanic ongin (Miocene) The 
Owyhee River-East Fork segment, Bald Mountain Canyon Creek, Dukes Creek, Prute Creek. 
and Jumper Creek expose 200 to | 000 vertical feet of rhyolitic welded tuffs and tuffaceous 
sediments Atop the rhyolite from Lambert Gorge downstream to the Oregon border. and in the 
area of the Garat Gorge and Juniper Basin, 1s a thin mantle of basaltic flows Ongoing 
weathering and erosion have carved a mynad of sculptured monolithic rock formations along 
its entire maundering course, including a large concentration of individual spires or prnnacies 
known as “hoodoos” in the main Owyhee River canyon between the Oregon border and 
Crutcher Crossing (just above the South Fork -East Fork confluence) The meandering course 
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of the middle East Fork has resulted in the isolation of an oxbow canyon about one mile in 
length. 


While rhyolite cliffs are not unique to southwest Idaho, the Owyhee River-East Fork segment, 
including Bald Mountain Canyon and Dukes Canyon are the most significant examples of 
such geologic features in the Owyhee Canyonlands and of comparable value to those found on 
the Brunecau-Jarbidge River system. The great abundance and size of the rhyolite formations 
in the Owyhee Canyonlands makes these canyonlands geologically unique from a national 
perspective. The oxbow canyon of “The Tules™ is a rare geologic formation in the desert 
environments of the western United States. 

Conclusion: 


The geologic features of the Owyhee River-East Fork canyons and the tributary canyons of 
Bald Mountain Creek and Dukes Creek contribute significantly to the overall outstandingly 
remarkable geologic values of the Owyhee Canyonlands when considered from a national 
perspective. 


The geologic formations of Piute Creek, Juniper Creek, and Porcupine Creek are not of 


sufficient size or uniqueness to contribute to the Owyhee Canyonlands geologic value. The 
geologic values of these three stream corridors are not outstandingly remarkable. 


4. Fisheries Values 


Fisheries inventories conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified nine species of fish in the 
Owyhee River-East Fork segment, including speckled dace, redside shiner, bridgelip sucker, 
trout. More recent information indicates a sizeable population of smallmouth bass now 
occupies the waters of the Owyhee River and East Fork up to at least Crutcher Crossing. This 
population has been moving upstream from Oregon. The redband trout is designated a BLM 
sensitive species. 


Fisheries habitat in the Owyhee River-East Fork segment is presently judged to be in 
unsatisfactory (fair to poor) condition overall because of stream siltation, ‘sw summer flows, 
high water temperatures, and the lack of cover (Owyhee MSA). Only in the Lambert Gorge, 
and one other isolated stretch of the East Fork, is fisheries habitat judged to be in satisfactory 
(good) condition. Efforts are underway on tributary streams such as Deep Creek (S4a, b, and 
c}, Nickel Creek (S7a), Red Canyon Creek (SSa), and Battle Creek (Bruneau RMP) to 
improve habitat conditions through changes in grazing practices. Such efforts may improve 
summer flow levels, reduce siltation, and decrease temperatures. But the expected degree of 
change in these factors coupled with an inability to notably alter the availability of cover will 
not make a substantial change in the present overall condition of fisheries habitat along the 
East Fork or main stem Owyhee River. Water quality improvements could lead to isolated 
pockets of habitat sufficiently good enough to produce large (15° plus) trout in good numbers. 
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However, the migration (seasonal) of smallmouth bass into the upper Owyhee River system 
over the past decade suggests that conditions may favor the development of a significant 
warm water fishery resource within the Owyhee River-East Fork segment. There is 
competition for food and space between smallmouth bass and trout, and current habitat 
conditions (mainly water quality) favor smallmouth bass. 


The mere presence of redband trout in an resource area stream is not justification for an 
outstanding rating since the species is in most resource area streams. An outstanding rating 
should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficient flows to 
produce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly be superior to the average 
good condition stream. It aprears from a cold water fisheries perspective that this situation 
may not be achievable on the Owyhee River-East Fork segment as a whole. However, 
improving conditions on the Owyhee River-East Fork, even to a small degree, could allow a 
smallmouth bass populations (warm water fishery) to prosper: a unique situation for resource 
area streams. As such, there is the potential for an outstandingly remarkable warm water 


fishery. 


The tributary streams of Bald Mountain Canyon Creek, Dukes Creek, Porcupine Creek, Piute 
Creek, and Juniper Creek have no opportunity for other than a minimal fisheries resource 
because of their intermittent nature. 


Conclusion: 


The Owyhee River-East Fork segment and its tributary streams of Bald Mountain Canyon 
Creek, Dukes Creek, Porcupine Creek, Piute Creek, and Juniper Creek do not presently have 
outstandingly remarkable fisheries values. However, some improvement in fisheries habitat 
could result in the development of an outstandingly remarkable warm water fishery on the 
Owyhee River-East Fork. 


5. Wildlife Values 


The Owyhee River-East Fork canyons provide upland and riparian habitats for a number of 
wildlife species including mule deer, cougar, bobcat, beaver, river otter, muskrat, other small 
ground mammals, reptiles, a host of small birds, raptors, bats, and California bighorn sheep. 


The waters along the entire length of the Owyhee River-East Fork are considered outstanding 
habitat for river otter because of adequate year-long flows and a good prey base (fisheries). 
Otter sightings are commonplace on float trips, particularly at lower flows. The high, well 
fractured and otherwise eroded cliffs of the canyons are considered outstanding habitat for 
cliff nesting raptors. There are a small number of bald eagles (a federally listed endangered 
species) which occasionally winter along the canyon walls of the upper Owyhee 
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River system. These cliffs are also suspected to support populations of spotted bat and/or 
Townsend's big-eared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 


California bighorn sheep inhabit the entire length of the canyon system from Juniper Creek 
downstream into Oregon. The East Fork, in combination with Deep Creek (segment S4a) and 
Battle Creek (Bruneau RMP), supports the majority of the estimated 700 sheep now 
populating the Owyhee Canyonlands in Idaho. This number equates to about 10% of the 
world population. The Owyhee River-East Fork canyon system is considered a habitat of 


Generally, deep canyon habitats are considered significant to wildlife species in desert and 
diverse a species Composition as its tributary streams, what there is of the riparian habitat is 
abundant and in mostly good to excellent condition (Owyhee MSA). Species diversity is 
limited by the annual scouring of the river channel and shoreline by high flows. The upland 
cliffs, are in good to excellent condition (Owyhee MSA). A canyon system of such large size. 
and containing good to pristine habitat, possesses outstanding wildlife values. When the 
Owyhee River-East Fork segment is looked at in combination with the South Fork segment 
(Sia, b and c), the Owyhee River system in Oregon and major tributary systems, such as the 
North Fork Owyhee River (CSa and b) and Deep Creek (S4a.b.c, and S7a) where additional 
riparian and upland vegetation species diversity exists, the Owyhee Canyonlands system as a 
whole is a wildlife habitat area of national, if not international, significance. 


The smaller tributary canyons of Bald Mountain Canyon, Dukes Canyon, Piute Canyon, Hole 
Up Canyon (Juniper Creek), and Red Canyon (segment SSa) contribute to the overall quality 
of canyonlands wildlife habitat in the Owyhee River system and are, therefore, considered to 
have outstanding wildlife values. Porcupine Creek, however, largely void of canyonlands 
habitat, is not judged to have outstanding wildlife value though it traverses plateau lands used 
by bighorn sheep and wintering mule deer. The Porcupine Creek corridor does not contain 


Conclusion: 


The Owyhee River-East Fork Canyon, in combination with its tributary canyons of Bald 
Mountain Canyon, Dukes Canyon, Piute Canyon, and Hole Up Canyon (Juniper Creek), 
possess outstandingly remarkable wildlife values. These river segments contribute 
significantly to the overall value of the Owyhee Canyonlands system as a nationally if not 
internationally significant wildlife habitat area. 


Porcupine Creek lacks outstandingly remarkable wildlife values. 
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6. Prehistoric Cultural Values 


mmrock areas of the Owyhee River-East Fork and its tributary canyons, as well as on 
Canyonlands of Idaho except in rock shelters tucked away at the bases of cliffs. It is though 
that what sites may have existed adjacent to the river have long since been destroyed by the 
frequent springtime floods and the continual realigning of the meandering river channel. 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable prehistoric cultural values along the Owyhee 
River-East Fork and its tributary stream corridors cannot be determined at this time. 


7. Historic Cultural Values 


The ruins of historic stone and wooden (log) buildings, and a water wheel representative of 
those constructed in the late-19th and early-20th centuries are found along the East Fork 
Owyhee River. All but those found at Crutcher Crossing lie on private properties. In 
addition, an historic CCC roadbed can be found in Piute Canyon. None of the historic sites 
are judged to qualify for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) based upon their 
individual significance. Taken collectively, however, they would probably qualify for 
inclusion on the NRHP as contributing elements of a Historic Site District centered on early 
ranching within the various tributaries o. tic Owyhee River. The sites are judged to be a 
significant resource which contributes to the recreational experience along the river corridor. 


Conclusion: 


A number of historic sites exist along the Owyhee River-East Fork which add significantly to 
the recreational experience of the river corridor, and may collectively qualify for inclusion on 
the National Register of Historic Places. However, individual sites are not judged to be of 
outstandingly remarkable historic value when considered in perspective to historic resources 
in southeast Idaho as a whole. 


8. Other Similar Values 
“The Tules” along the upper East Fork Owyhee River contain a unique combination of upland 


and wetland vegetation communities in excellent condition which are worthy of study and 
protection. It also contains a rare plant species: Hackelila ophiobia (State Sensitive). 
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Species List). The oxbow canyon which contains “The Tules™ has been proposed as a 
research natural area (RNA) and is undergoing ACEC evaluation in the Owyhee RMP. 


Conclusion: 


The Owyhee River-East Fork is considered to have outstandingly remarkable vegetation 
values in the area known as “The Tules.” The good to pristine vegetation condition for the 
canyon system as a whole contributes to outstandingly remarkable vegetation values. 


Ill. Eligibility and Classification 


The entire 66.0 miles of the Owyhee River-East Fork (segment 3a) is eligible for further 


consideration as a congressionally designated river because of outstandingly remarkable 
scenic, recreational, geologic, wildlife, and vegetation values. The river segment also has the 
The 66.0 miles extending downstream from the western boundary of the Duck Valley Indian 
Reservation to the Oregon border should be classified as a potential wild river. Cultural 
cultural sites, are not sufficient to warrant a less restrictive classification. 


The tributary streams of Bald Mountain Creek (S3b), Dukes Creek (S3g), Piute Creek (S3c), 
and Juniper Creck (S3f), which total 12.0 miles, are also eligible for further consideration as 


congressionally designated rivers because of outstandingly remarkable values as listed below: 
Dukes Creek, 3.0 miles: scenic, recreational, geologic, and wildlife values. 

Bald Mountain Creek, 3.0 miles: scenic, recreational, geologic, and wildlife values. 
Piute Creek, 3.0 miles: scenic, recreational, and wildlife values. 

Juniper Creek, 3.0 miles: scenic, recreational, and wildlife values. 

Each of these river segments from their confluence with the Owyhee River-East Fork 
segment upstream for a distance of three miles should be classified and managed as wild 
rivers. These segments are void of or have minimal cultural modifications. 

The .75 miles of Porcupine Creek are not eligible for further consideration as a 
congressionally designated river segment because of a lack of outstandingly remarkable 
values. 


Classification Considerations for the Owyhee RMP: 
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The 66.0 miles of the Owyhee River-East Fork segment have already been studied by the 
National Park Service (NPS). The 1979 Owyhee River Wild and Scenic River Study Final 
Report - Environmental Statement recommends that the entire segment should be designated 
as a wild river. The BLM’s cligibility and classification determination for the Owyhee RMP 
NPS recommendation. However, some consideration should be given in the RMP relating to 
E) Paso Gas Pipeline right-of-way at Garat Crossing. 


Deep - Nickel Creek 
Segments S4a, S4b, S4c, and S7a 


I. Physical Description 


1. Location 


a. Deep Creek: Deep Creek-Mud Fiat Road crossing (Deep Creek Crossing) downstream 
to confluence with East Fork Owyhee River. 


b. Nickel Creek: confluence with Deep Creek upstream to northern subdivision line, 
SW4SW4, Sec. 25, T. 10 S., R. 4 W. (private property boundary line). 


2. Length - (preliminarily eligible only) 


a. Deep Creek: 32.0 miles 
b. Nickel Creek: 8.0 miles 
Total 40.0 miles 


3. Affected Non-federal Lands 
Private: 
Deep Creek corridor: 520 acres 
T. 10S. R. 5 W., Sec. 9, EZE2SW4, SEAS W4. 


Sec. 16, NEANW4. 
Sec. 20, SEASEA. 
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Sec. 21, SW4SW4. 
Sec. 29, EZEZNEA. 


T. 12S. R. 3 W., Sec. 2, EXSE4NW4, W2NE4, W2E2NE4. 
Sec. 11, EXSW4SE4, SEASE4. 
Sec. 13, EXNE4NE4, E2NE4. 


Nickel Creek corndor: 80 acres 


T. 11 S.. R. 2 W. Sec 12, NINE4. 


Deep Creek corridor: 340 acres 


T. 10S., R. 3 W., Sec. 16, EXSW4NW4 SW4NW4, W2.NE4, SEANESA, 
SZINEANE4, E2W2SW4, E2SW4. 


T. 11S. R. 5 W., Sec. 36, NW4NW4, NW4SW4NW4 
4. Landscape Characteristics 


This river segment description includes both the upper and lower Deep Creek segments (S4a, 
$4b, and S4c) and Nickel Creek segment (S7a). 


Deep Creek begins its free-flowing journey at the confluence of Nip and Tuck Creek and Hurry 
Back Creek immediately upstream of the Deep Creek - Mud Flat Road (gravel) crossing of the 
Deep Creek channel. On the west stream bank adjacent to the bridge is a small, undeveloped 
vehicle camping area subject to occasional flooding. The stream channel parallels the gravel 
road as it heads southwestward, though out of site of the road due to a low bedrock ridgeline. 
As the stream approaches its confluence with Current Creek the topography opens out into a 
small, privately owned meadowland area 


Just below the Current Creek confluence (2.5 miles from the Deep Creek. . _ ,, Deep 
Creek has gouged a deep (over 400 feet), narrow canyon opening into the northern face of the 
Owyhee Upland’s plateau lands. The stream remains entrenched in this upper canyon for 
nearly 13 miles before flowing out onto the face of a gently rolling plateau landscape before 
once again submerging into the lower canyon amid a vast expanse of sagebrush desert. 


At the northern edge of the Owyhee Uplands plateau, exposed rhyolite bedrock has been 
eroded into a myriad of rock formations blanketed with gnarled juniper. The juniper have 
spilled over into the upper canyon to form a tapestry of juniper over a multitude of rock spires 
that crown the tips of vertical rock monoliths framing the course of Deep Creek. At the base of 
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the cliffs, small talus slopes nestle between the bedrock and the stream’s free-flowing perennial 
rose, Currant, sedges and grasses. By mile-4 (into the upper canyon), the rhyolite cliffs have 
been replaced by a nearly continuous vertical mmrock of blocky fractured basalt peppered with 
jeniper. Many of the mparian plant species will disappear from the stream channel by the time 
the creek has converged with Pole Creek and the open sagebrush desert expands away from the 
canyon’s basalt rimrock. Only grasses and some willow will follow the stream’s course 
through the rolling hill regson to the lower canyon. 


The lower segment of Deep Creek carves an extremely meandering, vertical-walled, 10.5-mile 
long canyon through a hilly plateau landscape or. its southerly journcy to the East Fork 
Owyhee River. This lower canyon landscape is characterized by monolithic cliffs of fracture 
rock rising hundreds of feet from the river channel. Near the base of the cliffs water sometimes 
reaching to heights of over 600 feet occasionally give way to steep slopes covered with a 
mosaic of rock rubble and sagebrush-grassland communities. Because of the scouring action 
of high spring flows, shrubby riparian vegetation characteristic of the upper canyon is limited. 
Riparian areas consists predominately of grasses, sedges, and some willow. 


Nickel Creek joins Deep Creek in its upper canyon area. The free-flowing course of Nickel 
Creek is confined in a shallow (100-foot deep), narrow, vertical-walled, meandering gorge as it 
flows due south through a highly convoluted rhyolite rock outcrop country from the Boni 
Ranch properties. The rhyolite outcrop country surrounding the stream is blanketed by juniper 
woodlands predominately of mature and old-growth age classes. Ancient juniper in the rock 
escarpments of the strearns gorge have been gnarled by centuries of wind and snow. Younger 
juniper spread out across shallow-soiled perennial grassland sites to produce varying densities 
of woodland canopy. Within much of the stream’'s narrow canyon, lush riparian vegetation 
extends from one vertical wall to the other. 





At Nickel Creek's confluence with Thomas Creek the adjacent basaltic mantles of Boni and 
Castro Tables have eroded into steep talus slopes to form a V-shaped canyon of about 250 feet 
in depth that is framed by a nearly continuous vertical rimrock cliff peppered with juniper. 
Nickel Creek remains in this canyon until it joins with upper Deep Creek Canyon. Within the 
basaltic rubble canyon area, juniper becomes less prominent as sagebrush-grasslands prevail. 
Riparian vegetation also becomes less dense along the stream’s edge. 


5. Cultural Modifications 


The Deep Creek segment begins at the concrete/steel bridge at the Deep Creek-Mud Flat Road. 
Along the upper reaches of the Deep Creek corridor can be found private meadowlands and 
associated small irrigation ditches and barbed wire fences before the creek enters into the upper 
canyon. From the upper canyon's mouth to about one mile below the confluence of Pole Creek 
(from east in Bruneau Resource Area) is a scattering of fences and the ruins of a historic stone 
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building. As the creck leaves the upper canyon to flow through a rolling plateau landscape. 
two pockets of private properties used as rangelands have a sumber of fences which paralic! 
and/or cross the stream channel. At least four fences cross the channel. The southern 
properties are crossed by a primitive dirt road. The low-water crossing of the creck (no 
bridge) is known as Brace Crossing. In the northern properties a primitive dirt road paralicis 
Castle Creek from the Castro Ranch site (outside the river corridor) until it deadends at the 
west bank of Deep Creek. Two barbed wire fences which across BLM lands approach the 
stream corndor from the southwest before i enters the lower canyon. however, these fences 
don’t reach to the river. Within the lower canyon there are no culty wl modifications except 
an old pack trail crossing of the creck in the White Cow Basin area. The trail ford area is 
known as Spencer's Camp. 


Within the Nickel Creek corridor, cultural modifications occur in the lower canyon from 
Nickel Creek Pocket to the confluence with Deep Creek. A primitive dirt road crosses Nickel 
Creek within the Pocket in association with a barbed wire fence. About .75 miles above the 
Deep Creek confluence two fences approach cach other down the slopes of the canyon to form 
a livestock grazing watergap. one fence crosses the stream. No known developments occur in 
the upper reaches of Nickel Creek except for a short fence extending into the stream corridor 
from the west less than .25 miles from the northern boundary of the stream segment. This 
fence is an extension of private property fences (Boni Ranch) to the north. The fence is not 
known to reach to the creek. 


6. Existing Land Management Designations 


The upper canyon of Deep Creek, stretching from the confluence of Cow Valley Creek to Pole 
Creek, lies within the Upper Deep Creek Wilderness Study Area (WSA). 








The lower canyon om approximately 1.5 miles upstream of the Dickshooter Creck 
confluence (from cast within Bruneau Resource Area) to Deep Creek's confluence with the 
East Fork Owyhee River lies within the Deep Creek-Owyhee River WSA. Contained within 
this WSA designation is also the Owyhee River Area of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACEC). The ACEC was established for the protection of bighorn sheep habitat. 


The entire Deep Creek-Nickel Creek stream corridor is contained in the Deep Creek Special 
Recreation Management Area identified by the Owyhee MFP. 


The uppermost reaches of Deep Creek, from the Deep Creek Crossing to the mouth of the 
upper canyon, lies within the Owyhee Uplands National Back Country Byway corridor. 
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Il Assessment of Outstandingty Remartable \ alues 





1. Scenic Values 


The Scemic quality assessment completed for the Owyhee Grazing EIS and Bruncau Grazing 
EIS identified the lower Deep Creck Canyon as having Class A scenic quality. The same 
assessments found the landscape surrounding upper Deep Creck and Nickel Creek as having 
Class B scenic quality. 


The EIS visual assessments of lower Deep Creek Canyon and the southern portions of the 
upper canyon, including Nicke! Creek Canyon, were reaffirmed during the wilderness 
inventory (see Wilderness Scenic Quality Inventory and Evaluations Forms). The EIS visual 
assessment for the rolling plateau country between the canyons appears to be warranted. The 
norther portions of the upper canyon were, however, assessed as Class A scenic quality during 
the wilderness inventory process rather than Class B as during the Grazing EIS process. This 
dis.repancy is likely due to the fact that the EIS process assessed large landform regions 
rather than individual landscapes. The Class A scenic quality assessment from the wilderness 
inventory will be used for determining scenic qualities in this river study. 


The scenic landscapes (Class A) of the upper and lower Deep Creek canyons are, in part, 
dominated by a mixture of high, vertical lines and forms of coarse-textured, brown to 
blackish eroded cliffs, often grazed with yellow to light green microflora. Intertwined with 
slopes. The slopes have a mosaic of medium-textured, yellow and subdued green sagebrush- 
bunchgrass communities and/or dark green juniper, as well as cither medium-textured, 
reddish colored rhyolite rubble fields or coarse-textured, blackish basalt rubble fields. 
Medium-textured, rich green riparian vegetation follows the meandering line of a spring time 
river channel of fast moving brownish, silt laden water with some whitewater rapids and 
green and brown channel colors reflect blue sky and a blend of forms, colors, and lines from 
surrounding cliffs and steep slopes. The combination of lines, forms, colors, and textures 
found amidst this close association of landforms, water, and vegetation create an 
exceptionally scenic landscape. Contributing significantly to the quality of the landscape in 
the lower canyon is the interchange of vertical cliffs and talus slopes as the creck follows an 
extremely meandering course. From a scarcity standpoint, the upper Deep Creek Canyon 
landscape of juniper and basaltic rubble is unique to only a few miles of river and stream 
segments in the Owyhee Canyonlands system. Other segments include the lower North Fork 
Owyhee River (segment CSa). The juniper/rhyolite association of the upper canyon and the 
sagebrush/rhyolite association of the lower canyon is widespread over southwest Idaho. 
However, the Deep Creek associations are among the best representations of the rhyolite 
canyon landscape in the geographical area, second only to the main Owyhee River-East/South 
Fork Owyhee River Canyon systems and the comparable canyon systems of the Bruneav- 
Jarbidge River. 
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Conclusion: 


Much of Deep Creek offers a landscape of diverse landforms, vegetation, and water thai 


possesses scemic qualines of outstandingly remarkable value. Pornons of Deep Creek 
represemt some of the best rhyolite camyon scenic areas in southwest Idaho. 


The scenic quatity of Nickel Creek is of significant value. However, it is not considered to be 
outstandingly remarkable. 


2. Recreational Valucs 


The upper Deep Creek Canyon and Nickel Creek Canyon complex, and lower Deep Creek 
Current recreational use is low, however, the camyons’ scenic qualities and opportunities for 
the Pacific Northwest (PNW) region once its opportunities are more widely known. Louse 
Canyon of the West Little Owyhee River (canyon of similar quality), which enters the 
Owyhee River in Oregon, presently attracts Pacific Northwest (PNW) backpackers on a 
backpacking opportunities in the Owyhee Canyonlands system by providing varying 
landscapes to enjoy. 


Deep Creek has already become well known in the Pacific Northwest, as well as in Utah, 
Colorado, and California, for its kayaking and open canoeing opportunities during a brief 
period of time in carly spring (April and carly May) when flows reach into the hundreds of 
cubic feet per second from snowmelt. The creek has a gradient and channel structure which 
produces a Class I] whitewater run ideally suitable for open canoes. Those who have had the 
opportunity to run the stream consider it one of the best wildlands or primitive open canoe 
trips in the United States because of its solitude, scenic qualities, wildlife viewing, and length 
of trip possible. Boaters must continue down the East Fork Owyhee River once they have left 
Deep Creek. The use of Deep Creek offers diversity to the length and type of boating 
opportunities found in the Owyhee Canyonlands system. 


Nickel Creek is not a boatable stream. 

Conclusion: 

Kayaking, canoeing, and backpacking opportunities along the entire length of Deep Creek are 
judged to be outstandingly remarkable. These values are enhanced when considered in 


context of the entire Owyhee Canyonlands system. Nickel Creek also contributes 
net kable backnacki ” 
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3. Geologic Valucs 


Like all of the Owyhee Canyonlands, the Deep Creck-Nickel Creck canyon complex has 
geologic formations predominately of volcanic origin (Miocene). The camyons expose 200 to 
600 vertical feet of rhryolitic welded tufts and tuffaceous sediments. In upper Deep Creek and 
Nickel Creek camyons, the rhyolites are topped with a tun mantic of basalnc flows. Ongoung 
weathering and crowon have carved a mynad of sculptured punnacie shapes known as 
“hoodoos” or immense monolithic cliffs from the rhyolite and basakt. If topped by basalt, the 
rhyolne formations are nestled in a blanket of rubble slopes. 


The geologic features carved by Deep Creek and Nickel Creek are significant features of their 
canyons, but they are not umgue to southwest Idaho Examples of similar geologic features 
are found throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands system and the Bruncau-Jartndge River 
system. Though not umgue to southwest Idaho the presence of such geologic formations in 
such great abundance and size throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands makes these canyoniands 
complex is considered an integral part of the overall geologic picture. The lower canyon of 
Deep Creek has some of the largest rhyolite cliff formations im the Owyhee Canyonlands of 
southwest Idaho, second only to those on the main Owyhee River in the South Fork-East Fork 
Owyhee River confluence area. 


Conclusion: 


The geologic features of the Deep Creek-Nickel Creek canyon complex contribute to the 


overall outstandingly remarkable geologic values of the Owyhee Canyonlands when 
considered from a national perspective. 


4. Fisheries Valucs 


Fisheries inventones conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified nine species of fish in the 
Deep Creek -Nickel Creek complex, including speckled dace, redside shiner, bridgelip sucker. 
trout. The redband trout is designated a BLM sensitive species. 

Fisheries habitat in the Deep Creek-Nickel Creek drainage system is judged to be presently in 
unsatisfactory (poor to fair) condition overall because of stream siltation, low summer flows, 
high water temperatures, and the lack of cover (Owyhee MSA). Efforts are underway along 
Deep Creek and Nickel Creek and other headwater streams to improve habitat conditions 

the cast slopes of Juniper Mountain and the central juniper rock outcrop country 
(Combination Ridge area) of the resource area 











Most streams m southwest idaho suffer from semilar fishenes habetat degradaton to varying 
degrees) Assumung the BLM 1s successful mm umproving fishenes habetat throughout the 
resource area. many streams have the potential to actueve outstanding fishermes values The 
mere presence of redband trou! in an resource area stream 1 not sustificabon for an 
outstanding rating since the species 16 im Mos resource arca strcams. An outstanding rating 
should occur when a parvcular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficsent flows to 
produce fish population densities and sures winch would clearly be supenor to the average 
good condition stream. It is judged that much of the length of Deep Crock. and portions of 
Nickel Creek between its confluence with Thomas Crock and Deep Crock, hawe potential as 
not contain flow volumes that could produce fish numbers or sizes notably supenor to those 
of the average resource area stream. 








Conclusion: 


subsequent increases in fish populations and sizes, portions of the stream compiles have the 
potential for outstandingly remarkable fishenes values. 


5S. Wildlife Values 


The Deep Creek-Nickel Creek canyons provide upland and nparian habitats for a number of 
ground mammals, reptiles, a host of small birds. raptors, bats, and Califorma tighorn sheep 
Habitat conditions are currently, ~  °s unsatisfactory (fair to poor), see Owyhee MSA. 


The waters along the entire lengin of ep Creek, and those of Nickel Creck downstream of 
Thomas Creek. are considered outstanding habitat for river otter because of adequate year- 
long flows and a good prey base (fisheries). Flows on the upper reaches of Nicke! Creek limit 
river otter use. The high, well fractured and otherwise eroded cliffs of the canyons are 
considered outstanding habitat for cliff nesting raptors. There are a small number of bald 
eagles (a federally listed endangered species) that occasionally winter along the canyon walls 
of the upper Owyhee River system and its major tributaries. These cliffs are also suspected 
to support populations of spotted bat and/or Townsend's big-eared bat (both BLM sensitive 
species). 


Califorma tighorn sheep inhabit the deep. lower canyon of Deep Creek .n large numbers 
Deep Creek has the greatest density of animals in the Owyhee Canyonlands The Owyhee 
Canyonlands support about 700 animals: 10% of the world population. The lower Deep 
Creek Canyon 1s considered a habitat of national significance 
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Generally. deep camyon habvtats are comadered sgnificant to wildlife specoes m desert and 
possesses a large diversity of vegetaton specs. The Owyhee National Wild River 
demgnaton of Oregon conmtamms deep canyon habvtats compnsed largely of sagebrush- 
bunchgrass communities extending to the mver's edge with lntle well developed npanan 
vegetation (mostly grasses and some willow species). This is also typical of the lower Deep 
Crock. This is do primarily from high water scouring im the springtime. Upper Deep Crock 
Camyon and Nickel Creek Canyon comtain a much greater diversity of mparian and upland 
wildlife populaponms Many of the tributanes whch feed the Owyhee River system from 
idaho have such npanan diversity tucked away im narrow canyons. The upper Deep Creek 
Canyon and Nickel Creek Canyon, along with several other segments. represent the biggest 
and best of these habrtats and. therefore, possess outstanding wildlife values 





Conclusion 


because of the regional and national significance of its wildlife habstats. 


6. Prehistoric Cultural Values 


A cultural resource inventory of the Deep Creek-Nickel Creek complex has not been 
completed. However, a number of archacological sites have already been identified in the 
area. The Pole Creek Historic District, lying just cast of Deep Creek on the tributary streams 
of Pole and Camas Creek (Bruneau Resow ce Area), has been designated as cligible for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places because of its significant concentration 
of pretastoric cultural sites. The Cultural Resource Density Predictive Model (Young, 1984) 
developed for the Bore District Class I] Cultural Resource Inventory suggests that the stream 
corndors of Deep and Nickel Creek may contain significant cultural resource values. Field 
work to identify sites has not been scheduled. 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable prehistonc cultural values along the Deep Creck- 
Nickel Creek segment cannot be determined at this time. 


7. Historic Cultural Values 
The ruins of a histonc stone building representative of those constructed im the late- 19th and 


carly-20th centuries is found along the west side of Deep Creek about | 5 miles upstream 
from the Nickel Creek confluence. The site is typical of those found on both public and 
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private lands throughout southwest Idaho. The site is not yudged to be eligible for inclusion 
on the Novonal Register of Historic Places (NRHP) based upon its individual significance. 
However, when viewed collectively with other sites scattered throughout the Owyhee 
Canyonlands, it would probably qualify for inclusion on the NRHP as a contributing clement 
of a Historic Site District centered around early ranching within the various tributaries of the 
Owyhee River. 


Conclusion: 


The Deep Creek-Nickel Creek canyon complex does not contain any individual historic sites 
of outstandingly remarkable value. 


8. Other Similar Values 


No other outstandingly remarkable values are identified for the Deep Creek-Nickel Creek 
segment. 


III. Eligibility and Classification 


The entire 32.0 mile length of Deep Creek (segments 4a, 4b, and 4c) is eligible for further 
consideration as a congressionally designated river because of outstandingly remarkable 
scenic, recreational, geologic, and wildlife values. The river segment also has the potential 
for outstandingly remarkable fisheries values. 


Deep Creek's 32.0 miles of free-flowing waters extending downstream from the Deep Creek 
Crossing bridge to the confluence with the East Fork Owyhee River should be classified as a 
potential wild river. Cultural modifications associated with the southern road crossing and 
rangeland developments are not sufficient to warrant less than a wild river classification on 
all affected lands. Lands comaining the northern hay meadows and associated road and 
fencing, etc., are also not sufficiently developed to warrant less than a wild classification. 


The 8.0 miles of Nickel Creek (segment S7a) are eligible for further consideration as a 
congressionally designated river because of outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, 
geologic, and wildlife values. The river segment also has the potential for outstandingly 
remarkable fisheries values. 





Nickel Creek's 8.0 miles of free-flowing waters extending downstream from the Boni 
Ranch’s southern property line to the Deep Creek confluence should be classified as a 
potential wild river. Cultural modifications associated with roads and fences are not 
sufficient to warrant a less restrictive classification. 
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Classification Considerations for the Owyhee RMP: 

The upper 2.5 miles of Deep Creek, which lic within the Owyhee Uplands National Back 
Country Byway corridor, could be managed for VRM Class Il to allow for potential recreation 
site development options as proposed in the Owyhee RMP. Such management is not 
consistent with a wild river classification. The suitable recommendation would have to call 
be consistent with the scenic classification given to lower Current Creek, which also lies 
within the Byway corridor. 


Red Caayon - Petes Creek 
Segments SSa and S6a 


L. Physical Description 
1. Location 


a. Red Canyon Creek: Crossing of the dirt road downstream to the confluence with the 
East Fork Owyhee River. 


b. Petes Creek: Crossing of the dirt road downstream to confluence with Red Canyon 
Creek. 


2. Length - (preliminarily eligible only) 

a. Red Canyon Creek: 4.0 miles 

b. Petes Creek: 3.0 miles 

Total 7.0 miles 

3. Affected Non-federal Lands: None 
4. Landscape Characteristics 
This river segment description includes both the lower reaches of Red Canyon Creek and 
Petes Creek. The two stream cach begin their journey through this segment from the cast- 
west dirt road that travels from Red Basin to Bull Basin on the south side of Juniper 


Mountain. Red Canyon Creek cuts a very narrow (less than one-quarter mile wide), vertical- 
walled canyon through a hilly plateau landscape, southward to the East Fork Owyhee River. 
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The sheer rhyolite canyon walls rise directly from, or within a few feet, of the stream channel! 
along nearly the entire segment. The canyon walls are characterized by monolithic cliffs of 
fracture rhyolite rock rising to a height of 200 feet. Near the base of the cliffs water 
sometimes seeps from the fractures to nourish small. bush, clinging plant communities. 
Nestled between the water course and the cliffs, wherever vegetation can find sanctuary from 
spring runoff, can be found an extremely lush riparian community of willow, chokecherry, 
dogwood, alder, rose, currant, sedges and grasses. In the few areas where talus slopes form 
between the stream and the canyon’s rim can be found sagebrush-grassland communities 
sprinkled with an occasional juniper tree. The hilly topography surrounding the canyon 
permits frequent views of the plateau sagebrush-grassland communit :s. 


Petes Creek enters the segment contained within a shallow draw. This draw quickly deepens 
to a narrow, vertical-walled canyon identical in size and landscape character to that of Red 
Canyon Creek, except that the stream course is somewhat more meandering. The two streams 
have historically been identified as perennial streams, at least in their lower reaches. Surface 
water will remain in lower Red Canyon Creek, below the Petes Creek confluence, even in 
dryer years. Surface water can become scarce in both stream channels above the confluence 
by late summer. 


5. Cultural Modifications 


Road crossings mark the beginning of this stream segment. There is also a livestock fence 
which traverses the bottom of Red Canyon Creek for less than 0.1 miles at its road crossing. 
At several locations the surrounding hilly plateau topography allows the viewing of some 
steel posted associated with fencelines which run along the rimrocks of upper Red Canyon 
Creek. About one mile below the streams’ confluence, a jeep trail ends at the cast rim of Red 
Canyon. From this jeep trail, a pack trail reaches into the canyon bottom to an area known as 
“The Garden.” The pack wail climbs out of the canyon and continues westward over the 
plateau toward Crutcher Crossing (see segment S3a). 


6. Existing Land Management Designations 


All of Red Canyon Creek and most of Petes Creek lie within the Deep Creck-Owyhee River 
Wilderness Study Area (WSA). Since the establishment of the WSA boundaries a land 
exchange between the BLM and the State of Idaho has transferred ownership of some lands 
(640 acres) affecting Petes Creek to the BLM. This transfer enabled the BLM to extend its 
wilderness recommendation for the WSA to the road crossing on Petes Creek. These 
additions to wilderness recommendations are referred to as Section 202 Study Lands (a 
reference to Section 202 of FLPMA). 


The lower reaches of Red Canyon Creek, from just below “The Garden,” are also contained 
within the Owyhee River Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). In addition, these 
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lands are overlapped by the Owyhee Canyonlands Special Recreation Management Area 
(SRMA). 


IL. Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
1. Scenic Values 


Canyon Creek and Petes Creek as having Class A scenic quality. This assessment was 
reaffirmed during the Owyhee wilderness inventory process (see Wilderness Scenic Quality 
and Evaluation Form). 


The scenic landscapes of Red Canyon Creek and Petes Creek are dominated by high, vertical 
lines and forms of coarse-textured, brownish, eroded cliffs, often glazed with yellow to light 
green microflora. Occasionally intertwined with the vertical features at lower clevations 
within the canyon, and frequently setting atop the canyon walls, are diagonal lines that frame 
triangular forms associated with talus slopes. The slopes have a mosaic of medium-textured, 
yellow and subdued green sagebrush-bunchgrass communities and a few dark green juniper, 
as well as medium-textured, reddish colored rhyolite rubble fields. Medium-textured, rich 
green riparian vegetation follows the meandering line of a spring time river channel of fast 
colors reflect blue sky and a blend of forms, colors, and lines from surrounding cliffs and 
steep slopes. The combination of lines, forms, colors, and textures found amidst this close 
association of landforms, water, and vegetation create an exceptionally scenic landscape. 
Contributing significantly to the quality of the landscape is the interchange of vertical cliffs 
and overriding talus slopes as the creek follows a meandering course through the hilly 
plateau/canyon landscape. From a scarcity standpoint, the Red Canyon-Petes Creek 
landscape with its rhyolite canyon/riparian association is not unique to the Owyhee 
Canyonlands system. Other segments include the North Fork Owyhee River (segments CSa 
and Sb), Deep-Nickel Creek (segments S4a, b, and c; $7b), and Current-Corral Creek 
(segment S8a). The rhyolite canyon/riparian association is widespread over southwest Idaho. 
However, the Red Canyon-Petes Creek associations are among the best representations of the 
rhyolite canyon/nparian landscape in the geographical area. 

Conclusion: 

Red Canyon and Petes Creek canyons offer a landscape of diverse landforms, vegetation, and 


water that possesses scenic qualities of outstandingly remarkable value. These creeks 
represent some of the best rhyolite canyon/riparian scenic areas in southwest Idaho. 
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2. Recreational Values 


recreational, however, is low; limited primarily to day-hiking activities associated with river 
trips on the East Fork Owyhee River. The canyon system is a side-canyon attraction 
experienced by a large percentage of river visitors, if for no other reason than as a lunch stop 
at its confluence with the East Fork. Despite the canyons’ scenic qualities and opportunities 
for hiking, wildlife viewing, photography, and fishing, they are not are expected to attract 
visitors from the Pacific Northwest (PNW) region except those participating in river trips, or 
some may backpack the canyons as part of an overall East Fork backpack trip. The Red 
Canyon-Petes Creek canyon system itself is too small to attract visitors from the Pacific 
Northwest (PNW). Louse Canyon of the West Littlhe Owyhee River (canyon of similar 
quality), which enters the Owyhee River in Oregon, presently attracts Pacific Northwest 
(PNW) backpackers on a regular basis. This canyon system is of considerably greater length. 


Red Canyon Creek and Petes Creek are not boatable streams. 
Conclusion: 


The Red Canyon-Petes Creek segment offers outstandingly remarkable recreational values 
when considered in terms of its use as a side-canyon experience associated with river running 
activities on the East Fork Owyhee River. The day-hiking opportunities afforded by the Red 
Canyon-Petes Creek canyon system greatly enhance ‘ecreational opportunities on the Owyhee 
Canyonlands system as a whole. 


3. Geologic Values 


Like all of the Owyhee Canyonlands, the Red Canyon-Petes Creek canyon complex has 
geologic formations predominately of volcanic origin (Miocene). The canyons expose 200 
vertical feet of rhyolitic welded tufts and tuffaceous sediments. Ongoing weathering and 
erosion have carved a myriad of sculptured columnar shapes, including some “hoodoos.” 
from monolithic cliffs. 


The geologic features carved by Red Canyon and Petes Creek are significant features of their 
canyons, but these features are not unique to southwest Idaho. Examples of similar geologic 
features are found throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands system and the Bruneau-Jartndge 
River system. Though not unique to southwest Idaho, the presence of such geologic 
formations in such great abundance and size throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands makes 
these canyonlands geologically unique from a national perspective. The entire Red Canyon- 
Petes Creek canyon complex is considered an integral part of the overall geologic picture. 











Conclusion: 


The geologic features of the Red Canyon-Petes Creek canyon complex coninbute to the 
overall outstandingly remarkable geologic values of the Owyhee Canyonlands when 
considered from a national perspective. 


4. Fisheries Values 


Fisheries inventories conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified two species of fish in the Red 
Canyon-Petes Creek complex, including sculpin and redband trout. The redband trout is 
designated a BLM sensitive species. 

Fisheries habitat in the Red Canyon-Petes Creek segment is judged to be presently in 
satisfactory (fair to good) condition overall. Stream siltation, adequate summer flows (below 
Red Canyon-Petes Creek confluence), cooler water temperatures, and the presence of cover 
contribute to fishery condition (Owyhee MSA). Efforts are underway along upper Red 
Canyon Creek and Petes Creek, and other headwater streams, to further improve habitat 
conditions through changes in erazing practices. 


Most streams in southwest Idaho suffer from lesser quality fisheries habitats to varying 
degrees. Assuming the BLM is successful in improving fisheries habitat throughout the 
resource area, which streams have the potential to have outstanding fisheries values? The 
mere presence of redband trout in an resource area stream is not justification for an 
outstanding rating since the species is in most resource area streams. An outstanding rating 
should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficient flows to 
produce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly be superior to the average 
good condition stream. It is judged that Red Canyon Creek and Petes Creck, though presently 
superior to many stream in the resource area, would not be an outstanding fisheries compared 
to the “average” stream if other streams in the resource area are given an opportunity to make 
improvements in summer flow volumes, cooler temperatures, reduced siltation, and cover 
factors. The Red Canyon-Petes Creek system would then not contain flow volumes that could 
produce fish numbers or sizes notably supenor to those of the average resource area stream. 


Conclusion: 


with anticipated improvements in habitat conditions and subsequeni increase. in fish 
populations and sizes for resource area streams as a whole, the stream complex would not 
rate as one with an outstandingly remarkable fishernes value. 





5. Wildlife Values 


The Red Canyon-Petes Creek canyon complex provides upland and riparian habitats for a 
other small ground mammals, reptiles, a host of small birds, raptors, bats, and California 
bighorn sheep. Habitat conditions are currently rated as unsatisfactory (fair); see Owyhee 
MSA. 


The waters of Red Canyon Creek below the confluence with Petes Creek ar: considered 
outstanding habitat for river otter because of adequate year-long flows and a good prey base 
(fisheries). Flows on the upper reaches of Red Canyon Creck and on Petes Creek limit river 
otter use. The high, well fractured and otherwise croded cliffs of the canyons are considered 
Canyonlands system as a whole, provides habitat for an occasional wintering bald cagle (a 
federally listed endangered species). The cliffs of Red Canyon are also suspected to support 
populations of spotted bat and/or Townsend's big-cared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 


California bighorn sheep inhabit the canyons of Red Canyon Creek and Petes Creek. The 
Owyhee Canyonlands system as a whole supports about 700 animals: 10% of the world 
population. Any canyon system contributing to bighorn sheep habitat along the Owyhee 
River is considered a habitat of national significance. 


Generally, deep canyon habitats are considered significant to wildlife species in desert and 
possesses a large diversity of vegetation species. The Owyhee National Wild River 
designation of Oregon contains deep canyon habitats comprised largely of sagebrush- 
bunchgrass communities extending to the river's edge with little well developed riparian 
vegetation (mostly grasses and some willow species). The Red Canyon-Petes Creek complex 
contains a much greater diversity of mparian and upland vegetation species than the main 
Owyhee River. thereby supporting larger, more diverse wildlife populations. Many of the 
tributaries which feed the Owyhee River system from Idaho have such riparian diversity 
tucked away in narrow canyons. The Red Canyon-Petes Creek canyon system, along with 
several other segments, represent the best of these habitats and. therefore, possesses 


Conclusion: 


values because of the regional and national significance of its wildlife habitats, and the 


presence of BLM sensitive species. 
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6. Prehistoric Cultural Values 


A cultural resource inventory of the Red Canyon-Petes Creek complex has not been 
completed. However, 2 number of archacological sites have been identified in the Owyhee 
Canyonlands area, particularly on the rimrocks of camyons. The Cultural Resource Density 
Predictive Model (Young, 1984) developed for the Boise District Class [] Cultural Resource 
Inventory suggests that the stream corridors of Red Canyon Creek and Petes Creek may 
contain significant cultural resource values. Field work to identify sites has not been 
scheduled. 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable prehistoric cultural values cannot be determined at 
this ume. 


7. Historic Cultural Values 
Conclusion: 


The Red Canyon-Petes Creek canyon complex is not known to contain any historic resources 
of outstandingly remarkable value. 


8. Other Similar Values 


segment 


The entire 7.0 mile length of the Red Canyon-Petes Creek segment is eligible for further 
consideration as a congressionally designated river because of outstandingly remarkable 


The 3.0 miles of Petes Creek and the 4.0 miles of Red Canyon Creek that run free-flowing 
from the Red Basin - Bull Basin road downstream to the confluence with the East Fork 
Owyhee River should be classified as a potential wild river. Cultural modifications 
associated with the road crossings and rangeland fences are not sufficient to warrant less than 
a wild river classification. 


Classification Considerations for the Owyhee RMP- 


None 
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Current - Corral Creek 
Segment SSa 


L. Physical Description 
1. Location 


a Current Creek: one mile below headwaters to confluence with Deep Creek. 
b. Corral Creek: headwaters to confluence with Current Creek. 


2. Length (preliminary cligible only) 
a. Current Creek: 9.0 miles 


b. Corral Creek: 3.0 miles 


Current Creek corridor: 180 acres 


T.10 S., R. 3 W., Sec. 8, N2SB4. 
Sec. 9, W2SW4, WINE4SW4. 


4. Landscape Characteristics 


Current Creek and Corral Creek drain a large, extremely convoluted rhyolite outcrop country 
in the middie of the Owyhee Resource Area. Current Creek flows nine (9) miles south to join 
with Deep Creek (segment S4a, 4b, and 4c) on its journey to the East Fork Owyhee River 
(segment S3a) The creek meanders through an extremely narrow, vertical-walled canyon 
reaching depths of over 300 feet. The canyon begins with the convergence of numerous 
draws which drain snowmelt from a rugged landscape containing a multitude of diversely 
eroded rock outcrop formatons Intermingied shallow soils support a thin canopy of gnarled 
jumper As the creek cuts into the fractured rhyolite, vertical walls loom over the channel 
The upper cliffs are highly eroded into a myriad of diversely shaped spires which march 
upslope to merge with surrounding outcrop formations Junipers pour into the soil areas 
between the spires Some juniper are content to grow directly from fractures in the bedrock 
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At the base of the cliffs, water seeps from fractures to nourish clinging, lush, plant 
communities. Larger seeps or springs help retain flows im the stream channe! during summer 
months; producing a ribbon of water and riparian vegetation including willow, chokecherry, 
aspen, dogwood. alder, rose. current, sedges, and grasses. 


About 4 miles from its confluence with Deep Creek, a mantle of bedrock forming Nickel 
Table caps the rhyolite formations on the west side of the camyon with a nearly continuous 
wall of blocky fractured basalt rimrock and associated rubble slopes. Within another 1.5 
miles, below the confluence of the nearly identical rhyolite canyon of Corral Creck., the 
topography surrounding Current Creek begin to open up and the vertical rehef disappears to 
be replaced by a broad, hilly basin area. The basin is flanked on the west by the basaltic 
nmmrocks and rubble slopes that form Nickel Table. Through this hilly basin of scattered 
The Byway crosses Current Creek about 1.5 miles before its confluence with Deep Creek. 
Just southeast of the confluence, the rugged rhyolite topography returns in the form of Slack 
Mountain 








5. Cultural Modifications 


From the Byway crossing downstream to Deep Creek, Current Creck is paralicled on the 
north by a primitive dirt road. The road extends nearly to Deep Creck. it ends in the hay 
meadows on the private properties that surround the Current - Deep Creek confluence. South 
of Current Creek, at the edge of the meadow lands, is a historic wood cabin and corral site. 
Associated with the meadowland development are the customary barbed wire fences 


To the north of the Byway crossing, the primitive dirt road leading to Indian Battleground 
atop Nickel Table parallels Current Creek on the west at a distance of about one-quarter to 
one-half mile. The road is not visible from the stream channel. The only other cultural 
modifications north of the Byway are some livestock management fences that traverse the 
rimrocks of Current Creek and cross Corral Creek (no fence in camyon bottom) near the 
creeks’ point of confluence. 


6 Existing Land Management Designations 
All but the lower 1.5 miles of this stream segment flows through the North Fork Owyhee 


Backcountry Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA) Contained within the SRMA 
designation is the North Fork Owyhee River Wilderness Study Area (WSA). 
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IL Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 





1. Scenic Valucs 


rock outcrop country of Current and Corral Creek as having Class A scenic quality. This 
assessment was reaffirmed durnng the wilderness inventory process (see Wilderness Scemic 
Quality Inventory and Evaluation Form). 


The rhyolite canyon landscapes of Current and Corral Creek landscapes are dominated by 
vertical lines and forms of course-textured. brownish. diversely craded cliffs, often glared 
with yellow to light green mucroflora. intermingled subordinate tnangular forms and 
sagebrush-bunchgrass communities and dark rreen yuniper which all have a scattenng of 
line of sparkling pools and slow to fast moving water unted with green and brown channel 
colors. Blue sky and a blend of forms, colors, and lines from surrounding cliffs and slopes 
reflect from the pools. The combination of lines, forms, colors, and textures found amidst 
this close association of landforms. water. and vegetation create cxcepuionally scenic 
landscapes. From a scarcity standpoint, the rhyolite rock owtcrop country with its numerous 
narrow, vertical relief stream corridors is widespread over the central portion of the Owyhee 
Resource Arca. The canyons of Current and Corral Creek, as well as those of the upper North 
Fork Owyhee River (segment CSb) found within the North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA. 
are arnong the best representations of this scenic rhyolite rock outcrop geographic area 


The stream corridor within the basin area near the Byway lacks the dominant vertical 
landforms necessary for Class A scenic quality. The low rolling hills of the basin are 
periodically cut to form small cliffs adjacent to the stream channel in an otherwise horizontal 
landscape of long, gently curved lines and elongated, flattened landforms. The forms are 
covered with a light green to yellowish (depending on season) vegetative mosaic of medium. 
textured sagebrush-grassiand communities peppered with dark green juniper trees in the 
distance, the basin landscape is framed ty the vertical relief of Nickel Table and Slack 
Mountain These landforms are covered with a denser canopy © ark green puniper and 
stands of mountain mahogany, other large shrubs. and quaking aspen Aspen stands provide 
rich yellows and reds to the fall landscape The rhyolite and basali geology gives the 
customary nich brown to blackish colors and coarse textures to the landscape The basin area 
was rated as having gh-Class B scenic quality dunng the visual resource inventory 


Conclusion 


The canyons of Current and Corral Creek offer landscapes with landforms. vegetation, and 
water that possess scenic qualities of outstandingly remarkable value These canyons 
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represent some of the best rhryolse rock outcrop scemac areas mm southwest Idaho The basin 
area of the Current Creek corridor offers significamt scenic values, but they are not rated as 
outstanding: 


2. Recreational Valucs 











Curremt Creek and Corral Creek. like other smaller streams in the Owyhee Canyonlands 
Presently recreabonal use 1s low, however, the camyons’ scemc qualipes and opportunities for 
camping, wildlife viewing. photography. and fishong are expected to attract backpackers from 
the Pacific Northwest (PNW) region once its opportunities are more widely known. Louse 
Canyon of the West Little Owyhee River (camyon of sumilar quality but no woodlands), which 
enters the Owyhee River in Oregon. currently attracts Pacific Northwest (PNW) backpackers 
on a regular basis. The canyons of Current and Corral Creek provide diversity in backpacking 
opportummes in the Owyhee Canyonlands system by providing a more bush and wooded 
emvircament. 


Water flows and channel characternstics make whitewater boating opportunites impractical to 
impossible: 


Conclusion: 


Backpacking opportunities in Current-Corral Creek canyon complex are judged to be 
cutstandingly remarkable These values are enhanced when considered in context of the 


enure Owyhee Canyonlands system 
\ Geologic Values 


Both Current Creek and Corral Creek have geologic formations predominantly of volcanic 
origin (Miocene) The canyon system exposes over 400 vertical feet of rhyolinc welded tufts 
and tuffaceous sediments partially capped in one area with a thin mantle of basaltx flows 
Ongowg weathering and erowon have carved a mynad of sculptured monolithic cliff walls 
from the rhyolite. including “hoadoos” or rock prnnacies 


The geologx features carved by Current and Corral Creek are typical of those found 


throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands comple: and other drainages of southwest Idaho The 
geologx features found in other segments of the Owyhee Canyonlands system and the 
Bruneau-Jartadge River system are more extensive and of larger scale Though not umique to 
southwest Idaho. the presence of such geologx formations in great abundance and size 
throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands makes these (anyonlands geology ally umque from a 
national perepective The canyons of Current and Corral Creek are considered an integral 
part of the overall geologx picture 
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Conclasion: 





The geologic features of Current and Corral Creek camyon complex contribute to the overall 
outstandingly remartable geologx valucs of the Owyhee Canyonlands when comsadered from 
a nabonal perepective 


4 Fisheries Valocs 


Fishenes umvemtones conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified two speces of fish mm the 
Current-Corral Creek segment including sculpen and redband trout. The redband trout 
designated a BLM sensitive speces 


Fishenes habetat un the Current Creek dramage system 1s sudged to be presently im 
unsatisfactory (faar) condition overall because of stream siltahon. low summer flows, high 
water temperatures, and the lack of cover (Owyhee MSA) Efforts are underway to umprove 
habrtat condipons through changes in grazing practices at the headwaters of Current Creek 
and its tributary streams 


Most streams im southwest idaho suffer from simular fishenes habutat concerns to varying 
degrees Assurming the BLM 1s successful in umproving fishenes habwtat conditons 
throughout the resource area. which streams have the potential to outstanding fishenes 
values” The mere presence of redband trout m an resource areca stream dors not justify an 
outstanding rating since the species is in most resource area strearms An outstanding rating 
should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficient flows to 
produce fish populaton densities and sizes whch would clearly be supenor to the average 
good conditon stream. It 1s judged that Current Creek and its tributary stream, Corral Creek. 
do not have potential as an outstanding fishenes despite anticipated improvements in summer 
flow volumes, cooler temperatures, reduced siltation, and cover factors Even with euch 
improvements. these streams would not contamn flow volumes that could produce fish 
numbers of sizes notably superior to those of the average resource area stream 


Conchuson 


Current Creek and Corral Creek presently do not possess outstandingly remarkable fishenes 


values Anticipated improvements in habitat Conditions are not expected to produce mcreases 
mm fish populatons and sizes that would result m outstandingly remartable fishenes values 


5S. Wildlife Values 


Current Creek and its tributary stream. Corral Creek. provide upland and nparian habvtats for 
a number of wikdlife species inchuding clk. mule deer, cougar, bobcat, beaver, other small 
ground mammals. repules a host of small beds. raptors. and bats Habitat conditions are 
currently rated at unsatisfactory (fai to poor) see Owyhee MSA 
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The tagh. well fractured and otherwise craded cliffs of the camyon are comadered outstanding 


habitat for cliff nesting raptors. Such cliffs are also suspected to support populations of 
spotted bat and/or Townsend's ng-cared bat (both BLM sensitive speces) 








Generally. deep camyon habutats are comadered significant to wildlife species mm desert and 
possesses a large diveruity of vegetation species. The Owyhee National Wild River 
dGeugnation of Oregon contaims deep canyon habriats comprised largely of sagebrush- 
bunchgrass communes extending to the mver's edge with little well developed npanan 
vegetation (mostly grasses and some willow species). The Current-Corral Crock canyon 
complex contains a much greater diversity of mpanan and upland vegetation species. thereby 
supporting larger. more diverse wildlife populanons Many of the tnbutanes which feed the 
Owyhee River system from Idaho have such mparian diversity tucked away im narrow 
canyons. The Current-Corral Creek segment. along with several other segments. represents 
the tuggest and best of these habvtats and. therefore. possesses outstanding wildlife values 











Conclusson 





The Current-Corral Creek segment possesses outstandingly remarkable wildlife values 
because of the regronal and national significance of its wildlife habitats. 


6. Prehistoric Cultural Values 


A cultural resource inventory of the Current-Corral Creek system has not been completed. 
However, a number of archacological sites have been identified in the area. The Cultural 
Resource Density Predictive Model (Young. 1984) developed for the Boise District Class Il 
Cultural Resource lnvemtory suggests that the stream corndor of Current Creek and its 
tributaries may contain significant cultural resource values. Field work to identify additional 
sites has not been scheduled 


Conclusion 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable cultural values along the Current-Corral Creek 
segment cannot be determined at this terme 


7. Historic Cultural Values 


No known historic sites exist on public lands within the Current-Corral Creek corndor A 
cabin characteristic of those built in the late- 19th and carly-20th centuries 1s located on 
private lands along Current Creek about one (|) mile upstream of its confluence with Deep 
Creek. 
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The cabin site is typical of many such sites found on both public and private lands throx:ghout 
southwest Idaho. The site is not judged to be eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) based upon its individual significance. However, when taken collecti: ~'y 


with other sites scattered throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands a would probably quai!y for 
inclusion in on the NRHP as a contributing clement of a Historic Site District centered on 


carly ranching within the various tribuiaries of the Owyhee River. 

Conclusion: 

No individual historic site of outstandingly remarkable value exist with the Current-Corral 
Creek segment. 

8. Other Similar Values 


No other outstandingly remarkable values are identified for the Current- Corral Creek 
segment. 


Ill. Eligibility and Classification 
The 9.0 miles of Current Creek and the 3.0 miles of Corral Creek are eligible for further 


consideration as congressionally designated rivers because of outstandingly remarkable 
scenic, recreational, geologic, and wildlife values. 





There are 9.0 miles of free-flowing rivers extending upstream of the Owyhee Uplands 
National Back Country Byway bridge crossing, including 7.5 miles of Current Creek and 3.0 
miles of Corral Creek, which should be classified as potential wild rivers. Cultural 
modifications are lacking, except for some barbed wire fencing. The 1.5 miles of Current 
Creek below the Byway bridge crossing should be classified and a potential scenic river. 
Cultural modifications associated with the private properties located within about one mile of 
the Current-Deep Creek confluence are sufficient to warrant a less restrictive classification 
on the affected length of river corridor. 


Classification Considerations for the Owyhee RMP: 


The upper 2.5 miles of Deep Creek, from its confluence with Current Creek to the crossing of 
the Byway, have been classified as wild in the eligibility determination. However, the 
Owyhee RMP will consider recommending these 2.5 miles as suitable for scenic river 
designation to retain recreation development options. This suitability classification would be 
consistent with the cligibility classification being given to lower Current Creek. A scenic 
river suitability classification for lower Current Creek would be compatible with 


development options for private properties affecting both Deep Creek and Current Creek 
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A scenic suitability classification should aio be co_sidered for the Current-Corral Creek 
segment upstream of the Byway crossing. The Owyhee RMP is proposing the construction of 
a 30-mile trail system within the North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA. This trail sysiem 
would cross the Current-Corral Creek canyon complex in several places. The placement of 
bridges across these creeks would not be consistent with a wild classification. 


Lower North Fork Owyhee River 
Segmeni ( Sa 


L. Physical Description 


1. Location: From the Oregon-Idaho border upstream to the crossing of Deep Creek-Mud 
Flat Road (North Fork Crossing). 


2. Length (preliminary eligible only): 4.0 miles 
3. Affected Non-Federal Lar ds: None 
4. Landscape Characteristics 


The lower North Fork Owyhee River flows freely southwestward through a somewhat 
meandering, 200 to over S00-foot deep, vertical-walled canyon about one-quarter mile in 
width. The river has cut through an expansive sagebrush-grassland plateau formed from a 
mantle of basalt to expose underlying rhyolite. The rhyolite has typically eroded into sheer 
monolithic cliffs which, in several locations, rise directly from the river channel. In other 
areas, talus slopes have settled at the base of the cliffs to define the river's shoreline. The 
forces of weathering and crosion have turned the rock faces into a myriad of sculptured 
shapes, including spires or pinnacles, which rise to meet talus slopes extending from the 
tumbling over the rhyolite, covering it with rubble slopes, and choking the river channel with 
boulders, creating long stretches of foaming whitewater during spring runoff. Souls 

an overstory of scattered western juniper. Juniper is also found growing directly from 
fractures in the rhyolite and basaltic cliffs. In the canyon’s side draws, and other more 
sheltered areas, junipers merge to form relatively dense stands. Along the river's shoreline, 
juniper is found in association with a variety of deciduous riparian zone vegetation species, 
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5. Cultural Modifications 


The North Fork Crossing affects one-half mile of the lower North Fork Owyhee River. The 
crossing includes the roadbed switchbacks of the Deep Creck-Mud Flat Road and a concrete/ 
steel bridge, as well as the North Fork Recreation Site. The recreation site contains a gravel 
road accessing seven composite units (tables and grills), a toilet, and a kiosk. The site is 
fenced on the north, cast, and south by a green-posted, barbed wire fence, including a wooden 
swing-eway across the river at the bridge crossing. The west end of the site is not fenced. 
Instead, the fencing extends up into the canyon's mmrock areas to exclude livestock from the 
lower canyon area. These cultural modifications are not readily apparent from the river at .25 
miles below the bridge, but are visible from the camyon's rimrock 5 miles below the bridge 
along the Deep Creek-Mud Flat Road at what is known as the Pinnacles Overiooks. Other gap 
fences are found in the rimrock arcas of side draws but are not visible from the river. Also, 2 
utility line crosses the canyon im the Pinnacle area. it does not have warning balls attached. 


6. Existing Land Management Designations 


The lower North Fork Owyhee River is contained in the North Fork Canyon Special 
Recreation Management Area (SRMA). The North Fork Canyon SRMA was identified in the 
Owyhee MFP (1981). The river canyon extends into Oregon (Vale District) where it was 
congressionally designated as a National Wild River under the Oregon Omnibus Rivers Bill 
(1988). The upper one-half mile of the canyon lies within the Owyhee Upland National Back 


Country Byway corridor. 
IL. Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
1. Scenic Values 


Fork Canyon as having Class A scenic quality. This assessment was reaffirmed in July of 
1991 (see Scenic Quality Inventory and Evaluation Form, Form 9400-1). 


The North Fork Canyon landscape is dominated by high, vertical lines and forms of course- 
textured, brown to blackish diversely eroded cliffs, often glazed with yellow to light green 
talus slopes frame medium-textured, yellow and subdued green sagebrush-bunchgrass 
communities and dark green juniper, as well as course-textured basalt rubble fields. 
Medium-textured, nch green riparian vegetation follows the meandering line of a spring time 
river channel of raging whitewater and boulders. During the summer months, sparkling pools 
and slow moving water tinted with green and brown channel colors reflect blue sky and a 
blend of forms, color, and lines from surrounding cliffs. The combination of lines, forms, 
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create an exceptionally scenic landscape. From a scarcity standpoint, the North Fork 
Canyon’s landscape is unigue to only a few miles of river and stream segments in the Owyhee 
Canyonlands system. The uniqueness is duc to the association of basaltic cliffs and rubble 
with juniper im the landscape. Other segments include the North Fork in Oregon and portions 
of upper Deep Creek-Nickel Creek (segments $4b and S7a respectively). 


Conclusion: 





The lower North Fork Owyhee River offers a unique landscape of landforms, vegetation and 
water thal possesses scenic qualities of outstandingly remarkable value. These values are 
enhanced when considered in context of the entre Owyhee Canyonlands system. 


2. Recreational Valucs 


The North Fork Owyhee River, below the North Fork Crossing, is a Class V whitewater river 
during the months of April and carly May in “good” water years. it is regionally (Pacific 
Northwest) recognized as a “world class” expert kayaker run. Current use levels are very low, 
yet the North Fork is judged to be an outstanding whitewater resource because of its 
challenging rapids and exceptional scenery. It provides diversity to the type of river running 
opportunities available in the Owyhee Canyonlands system. 


The North Fork Canyon, like other smaller tributaries of the Owyhee Canyonlands system, 
current use is low, however, the North Fork's scenic qualities and opportunities for camping. 
wildlife viewing, photography, and fishing are expected to attract backpackers from the 
Pacific Northwest (PNW) region once its opportunities are more widely known. Louse 
Canyon of the West Little Owyhee River (canyon of similar quality but no juniper 
woodlands), which enters the Owyhee River in Oregon, currently attracts Pacific Northwest 
(PNW) backpackers on a regular basis. The North Fork Canyon provides diversity in 
backpacking opportunities in the Owyhee Canyonlands system by providing a more bush and 


wooded environment. 

Conclusion: 

Kayaking and backpacking opportunities along the lower North Fork Owyhee River are 
judged to be outstandingly remarkable. These values are enhanced when considered in 
context of the entire Owyhee Canyonlands system. 

3. Geologic Values 


Like all of the Owyhee Canyonlands system, the North Fork Canyon has geologic formations 
predominantly of volcanic origin (Miocene). The canyon exposes up to 500 vertical feet of 
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high, vertical cliffs of basalt predominate with any underlying rhyolste completely burned in 
rubbie. 








The geologic features carved by the North Fork Owyhee River are significant features of its 
canyon, but they are not unigue to southwest idaho. Examples of similar geologic features 
are found elsewhere in the Owyhee Canyonlands sysiem and the Bruncav-Jartadge River 
system of southwest Idaho. Though not umgue to southwest Idaho. the presence of such 
geologic formations in great abundance and size throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands makes 
these canyonlands geologically unique from a national perspective. The lower North Fork is 
considered an integral part of the overall geologic picture of the Owyhee Canyonlands. 


Conclusion: 






The geologic features of the low 1 North Fork Canyon contribute to the overall] outstandingly 
remarkable geologic values of the Owyhee Canyonlands when considered from a national 
perspective 


4. Fisheries Valucs 


Fisheries inventories conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified nine species of fish in the 
trout. In receat years (1991), smallmouth bass have been identified in pools just below the 
North Fork Crossing. Competition for food and space occurs between smallmouth bass and 
trout. Current habitat conditions (mainly water quality) favor smallmouth bass. The redband 
trout 1s designated a BLM sensitive species. 

Fisheries habitat along the lower North Fork is judged to be presently in unsatisfactory (fair) 
condition because of stream siltation, low summer flows, high water temperatures, and the 
lack of cover (Owyhee MSA). Efforts are underway to improve habitat conditions through 
changes in grazing practices along the North Fork and its headwater tributary streams 
(segment CSb). 


Most streams in southwest Idaho suffer from similar fishenes habitat degradation to varying 
degrees. Assuming the BLM is successful in improving fishenes habitat throughout the 
resource area, which streams have the potential to have outstanding fisheries values’? The 
mere presence of redband trout in an resource area stream is not justification for an 
outstanding rating since the species is in most resource area streams. An outstanding rating 
should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficient flows to 
produce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly be superior to the average 
good condition stream. It is judged that the lower North Fork Owyhee River has the potential 
as an outstanding fishery given anticipated improvements in summer flow volumes, cooler 
temperatures, reduced siltation, and cover factors. 
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Conclusion: 





The lower North Fork Owyhee River presently docs not have outstanding remarkabic 
subsequent increases in fish populations and sizes. the North Fork has the potential for an 
outstandingly remarkable fishenes values. The presence of smallmouth bass (warm water 
fishery) in the lower North Fork is umigue only to a few streams in the Owyhee Resource 
Area, thus. further contributing to outstandingly remarkable values 


5S. Wildlife Valucs 


The lower North Fork Canyon provides upland and nparian habitats for a sumber of wildlife 
mammals, reptiles, a host of small birds, raptors, and bats. oc edapeeelyge Am gaat 
been identified as a potential reintroduction site for California bighorn sheep. Habutai 


conditions are currently rated as unsatisfactory (fair), see Owyhee MSA. 


The waters of the lower North Fork Owyhee River are considered outstanding habitat for river 
otter because of adequate year-long flows and a good prey base (fisheries). The high, well 
fractured and otherwise eroded cliffs of the canyon are considered outstanding habitat for 
cliff nesting raptors. A small number of bald cagies (a federally listed endangered species) 
that occasionally winter along the canyon walls of the upper Owyhee River system. These 
cliffs are also suspected to support populations of the spotted hat and/or Townsend's big- 
eared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 


Generally, deep canyon habitats are considered significant to wildlife species im desert and 
possesses a large diversity of vegetation species. The Owyhee National Wild River 
designation of Oregon contains deep canyon habitats comprised largely of sagebrush- 
bunchgrass communities extending to the river's edge with little well developed npanan 
vegetation (mostly grasses and some willow species). The North Fork Canyon of both Idaho 
and Oregon (National Wild River) contains a much greater diversity of riparian and upland 
wildlife populations. Many of the tributanes which feed the Owyhee River system from 
idaho have such riparian diversity tucked away in narrow canyons. The lower North Canyon, 
along with several other nver segments, represents the biggest and best of these habitats and. 


Conclusion: 








The lower North Fork Canyon possesses outstandingly remarkable wildlife values because of 
the regional and national significance of its wildlife habitats. 
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6 Prehistoric Cultural Valucs 





A cultural resource inventory of the lower North Fork Canyon has not been completed. There 
are no known prehistory” archacological sites. The Cultural Resource Density Predictive 
Model (Young, 1984) developed for the Boise District Class I] Cultural Resource Inventory 
to identify sites has not been scheduled. 


Conclusion: 

The presence of outstandingly remartable prehistonc cultura! values along the lower North 
Fork Owyhee River cannot be determined at this time. 

7. Historic Cultural Values 

No known histonc values exist within the lower North Fork Canyon 

Conclusion: 


values. 


8. Other Similar Values 


River. 


Il. Eligibility and Classification 


The lower North Fork Owyhee River is eligible for further consideration as a congressionally 
fisheries values. 


The 4.0 miles of free-flowing river extending downstream of the North Fork Crossing bridge 
to the Oregon border which should be classified as a potential wild river. Cultural 
modifications associated with the road crossing and the North Fork Recreation Site are not 
sufficient to warrant a less restrictive classification on the short length (.5 miles) of affected 
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To allow for possible construction of a trail down the lower North Fork Canyon under the 
Owyhee Uplands Byway development program as proposed in the Owyhee RMP. 2 suitable 
recommendation would have to call for classifying af least the first 5 miles of river corridor, 
to just below the Pinnacies, or the entire segment in Idaho as 2 scenic river (VRM Class Il). 
Recent (1991) preliminary trail studies indicate that a number of small bridge crossings of 
the North Fork channel are needed if a trail is to be built to the Oregon border. Such bridges 
would not be consistent with a wild river (VRM Class I) classification. 


( pper North Fork Owyhee River and Tributaries 
Segment (Sb 


L. Physical Description 
1. Location 


a. North Fork Owyhee River. Deep Creck-Mud Plat Road crossing (North Fork Crossing) 
upstream to headwaters 


b. Juniper Creek: confluence with North Fork upstream to crossing of Cliffs-Indian 
Meadows road 


c. Cabin Creek: confluence with Juniper Creck upstream to crossing of = Cliffs- Indian 
Meadows road 


d. Corral Creek: confluence with Cabin Creck upstream to crossing of = Cliffs-Indian 
Meadows road. 


e. Noon Creek: confluence with North Fork upstream to crossing of Big Springs road 


f. Pleasant Valley Creek: confluence with North Fork upstream to mouth of canyon 
(southern subdivision line NW4NW4, Sec. 7, T. 10S. R4W 


2. Length (preliminary eligible only) 


b. Juniper Creek: 1.5 miles 
c. Cabin Creek: 3.5 miles 
d. Corral Creek 1.0 miles 








North Fork Owyhee River corridor 320 acres 


T. 9S. R. 5 W., Sec. 31, SBANW4, SW4NB4, E2SW4 WISE4 NEASE4 
Sec. 32, SW4NW4 


T. 9S. RB. 5 W. Sec. 6, EINW4 NW4NB4 SINBEA, SW4, NISE4. 


4. Landscape Characteristics 


The North Fork Owyhee River drains a large, extremely convoluted rhyolite outcrop country in 
the middie of the Owyhee Resource Area. flowing 20 miles westward to the Oregon stateline. 
The river meanders through an extremely narrow, vertical-walled canyon reaching depths of 
over 400 feet. The camyon begins with the convergence of numerous draws which drain 
snowmelh from a rugged landscape contamming a multitude of diversely eroded rock outcrop 
formations. intermingled shallow soils support a thin canopy of gnarled juniper As the river 
cuts into the fractured rhyolite, vertical walls loom over the channel. The upper cliffs are 
highly eroded into a myriad of diversely shaped spires which march upslope to merge with 
surrounding outcrop formations Junipers pour into the soil areas between the spires. Some 
juniper are content to grow directly from fractures in the bedrock. About 7 miles from its 
headwaters, a manile of bedrock forming Nickel and Pleasant Valicy Tables caps the rhyolite 
pinnacle formations on the south side of the canyon with a nearly continuous wall of blocky 
fractured basalt mnmrock and associated rubble slopes Another 1soiated basaltic tableland helps 
form the northern wall of the canyon near the confluence of Pleasant Valley Creek at about 
mile-12. At the base of the cliffs, water seeps from fractures to nourish clinging. bush, plant 
communities. Larger seeps or springs help retain flows in the nver channel during summer 
months, producing a ribbon of water and mparian vegetation including willow, chokecherry. 
aspen, dogwood, alder, rose, current, seciges, and grasses. 


Appendix * A-267 











The rhyolite camyon walls open up bnefly at mile-16 to allow the passage of the Owyhee 
Uplands National Back Country Byway. This point is known as the North Fork Crossing 
From the crossang brodge to the Oregon stateline ss the lower North Fork Owyhee River 
Segment CSa. 


Jouning with the North Fork Owyhee River on as journey to Oregon are five may« tributary 
streams: Picasant Valicy, Noon, Juniper, Cabin, and Corral Creek. 





the vicumity of the Byway For the first 4 mules the stream meanders through privately owned. 
wnigated pasture lands and pubvlic lands of good scemx quality About } 75 miles before 
reachung the North Fork Owyhee River, the stream cuts nto the Pleasant Valicy tablerack. 
producing a talus slope camyon framed by blocky fractured basalt mmrocks At thus pount 
begins the strearn segment described in th» document As the stream cuts beneath the basalt. 1 
takes a tortured courve through vertical walls of rhyolite sdentcal m character to those of the 
North Fork. 


From the orth. two major canyons enter the North Fork Camyon about equal distance (about 2 
miles) on cither side of the Pleasant Valicy Crock confluence. The upstream canyon is that of 
Noon Creek sts headwaters onginating in the Indian Meadows area Canyon scenery identical 
om character to the North Fork begins about 3} miles upstream of the confluence where the dint 
road to Big Springs crosses the stream channel The downstream canyon 1s that of Juniper 
Creek which has already merged with Cabin Creek and Corral Creek before joining with the 
North Fork. The lower canyon areas of cach of these streams have the same landscape 


character of the North Fork Canyon beginning approximately at the pomts where the Cliffs- 
Indian Meadows dirt road crosses each of the stream channels 


5. Cultural Modifications 


The upper North Fork Owyhee River runs free-flowing from its headwaters minimally affected 
by cultural modifications until reaching an old homestead on private lands about 75 miles 
upstream of the North Fork Crossing. Along its upper reaches the river corridor is affected 
only by several barbed wire fencelines extending to or across the river channel and occasional 
rimrock gap fences. At the homestead is a cabin and corral accessed by a primitive din road 
from the north. 





downstream the creeks are free-flowing Cabin Creek 1s affected by a primitive din road 
crossing just below (25 miles) the Corral Creek confluence. Corral Creek has a fence crowing 
just above (25 miles) its confluence with Cabin Creek. Rimrock fencing occurs elsewhere 
with minimal affect on the stream corndor 
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The southern tributary stream. Picasam Valley Crock. flows unaffected through os camyon 


6 Exrstung Land Management Desagnatons 


All but the lower | 25 mules of thus mver segment flows through the North Fork Owyhee 
desgnation is the North Fork Owyhee River Wilderness Study Arca (WSA) The WSA 
exchades the 1.0 miles of Corral Crock and the upper 1.5 miles of Cabin Crock. 


The National Part Service has rocommended a Natonal Natural Landmart demgnation 
affecting the middle pornon of the North Fork Owyhee River 


IL Assessment of Outstandingly Remartabie \ alues 


1. Seem Valucs 


The scemx quality assesement completed for the Owyhee Grazing EIS identified the rhyolite 
rack owtcrop country of the North Fork Owyhee River and its northern tributarnes as having 
Class A scemac quality Thus assessment was reaffirmed during the wilderness inventory 
process (see Wilderness Scenic Quality Inventory and Evaluation Form) 


The upper North Fork Canyon and its tributary canyon landscapes are dormnated by vertical 
lunes and forms of course-textured, brownish. diversely eroded cliffs, often glazed with yellow 
to hght green macroflora Intermingled subordynate tnangular forms and diagonal lines 
associated with talus slopes frame medrum-textured. yellow and subdued green sagebrush. 
bunchgrass communities and dark green pummper which all have a scattering of indistinctive 
lines Medrum-textured, nch green npanan vegetation follows the meandenng line of 
sparkling pools and slow to fast moving water iinted with green and brown channel colors. 
Blue sky and a blend of forms. colors, and lines from surrounding cliffs and slopes reflect from 
the pools The combination of lines, forms. colors, and textures found amadst this close 
associanon of landforms, water, and vegetation create exceptionally scenic landscapes From a 
scarcity standport. the rhryolste rock outcrop country with tts numerous, narrow, vertical rehef 
stream corndors is widespread over the central pornon of the Owyhee Resource Area The 
upper North Fork Owyhee River and its tributary streams. as well as the Current Creek stream 
complex (see segment S8a) found within the North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA, are 
among the best representations of this scenic rhyolite rock outcrop geographic area 


Conclusion: 









The upper North Fork Owyhee River and its tributary canyons offer a landscape of landforms. 
vegetation. and water that possess scenx qualities of outstandingly remarkable value These 
canyons represent some of the best rhyolite rack outcrop scenic areas in southwest Idaho 
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2 Recreational Valecs 


The upper North Fort Owyhee River Canyon and ts wvbutary streams. bike other emailer 
opportumpes Gunng the summer montis = Current recreabonal use 1s low. however. the upper 
North Forks scemc qualines and apportumines for campeng. wildlife iewung. photography. 
and fisheng are expected to attract backpackers from the Pacufic Northwest (PNW) region once 
its opportumites are more widely known Louse Camyon of the West Little Owyhee River 
(camyon of samlar quality but no woodlands). wtach enters the Owyhee River mm Oregon. 
currently attracts Pacific Northwest (PNW) backpackers on a regular basis. The upper North 
Fork canyon compiles provides diversity m backpacking opportunmes in the Owyhee 
Canyonlands system by providing a more bush and woaded environment 


Water flows and channel! characteristics make whetewater boating opportunmbes wmpractical to 
impossible 


Conctason 


Backpacking opportunities in the epper North Fork Owyhee River comple: are yudged to be 
outstandingly remartable These values are enhanced when considered im context of the entire 


Owyhee Canyonlands system. 
3. Geologic Values 


The upper North Fork Owyhee River system has geologic formations predommantly of 
volcamic ongin (Miocene) The canyon system exposes up to 400 verncal feet of rhryolitic 
welded tufts and tuffaceous sediments partially capped m places with a thin mantle of basaltic 
flows Ongoing weathering and crowon have carved a mynad of sculptured monolithic cliff 
walls from the rhryolite, including “hoodoos™ or rock prnnacies. If overlying basalt is present, 
the rhyolite for mations are nestled in the rubble slopes below vertical walls of basalt 





The geologic features carved by the upper North Fork Owyhee River and its tributanes are 
typacal of those found throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands comple: and other dramages of 
southwest Idaho The geologx features found im other segments of the Owyhee Canyonlands 
system and the Bruneau Jartudge River system are more extensive and of larger scale Though 
not unique to southwest Idaho. the presence of such geologx formations im great abundance 
and size throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands makes these canyonlands geologically umaque 
frean a national perspective The upper North Fork Canyon 1s considered an integral part of the 
over all geologic pacture: 
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Conclewon 





The geologxc features of the upper North Fort Owyhee River complies comtrybutte to the 
overall outstandingly remartable goobogx values of the Owyhee Canyonlands when 
comadered from a nabonal perwpective 


4 Pishenes Values 


Frshenes umvemanes conducted far the Owyhee MFP identified mine species of fish on the 
upper North Fork Owyhee River and mts wibutary streams including speckied dace, redsade 
sucker, and redband trout The recthand trout 1 designated a BLM sensitive species 
Fishenes habwtat in the upper North Fort dramage system 1 judged to be presently in 
umsatisfactory (fair) condion overall because of stream witaton. low summer flows hagh 
water temperatures, and the lack of cover (Owyhee MSA) Efforts are underway to umprove 
habutat condrpams through changes im grazing practices along the North Fort and its 
headwater tributary stream 


Most streams im southwest Idaho suffer from similar fishenes hatutat degradatoon to varying 
degrees Assumung the BLM 1s successful in emproving fishenes habrtat conditions 
throughout the resource area, which streams have the potential to outstanding fishenes 
values’ The mere presence of redband trout im an resource area stream does not justify an 
outstanding rating wince the species 1s in Most resource area streams «An outstanding rating 
showld occur when a paricular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficrent flows to 
praduce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly he supenor to the average 
good condition stream It 1s yudged that the upper North Fork Owyhee River from Big 
Sprnngs Draw downstream has the potential as an outstanding fishery given anticipated 
improvements im summer flow volumes. cooler temperatures. reduced siltation and cover 
factors Though such improvements are expected to occur on the remainder of the upper 
North Fork and its tributary streams these streams would not contain flow volumes that could 
produce fish numbers or sizes notably supenor to those of the average resource area stream 


Conclusion 


The upper North Fort Owyhee Rivor and its tributary streams presently do not have 
outstandingly remartabk fishenes values However with ant ipated improvements in 
habitat condinoms and subsequent increases in fish populatioms and ures the upper North 
Fork has the potential for outstandingly remartable fishenes values 


Appendis * A.271 








S. Wildlife Values 


The upper North Fort Camyon and sts wbutary canyons provide upland and mpanan hobrtats 
for a sumber of wildlife specees inchading clk. mule deer, cougar, bobcat, beaver, nver otter, 
muskrat. other wmal] ground mammals. repoiles. a host of umall berds. raptors. and bats The 
western, deeper camyon area of the upper North Fort has been identified as 2 potential 
reamroducton site for Cal:forma tghorn sheep Habitat condoms are currently rated at 
unsatisfactory (fair to poor), see Owyhee MSA. 


The waters of the North Fark Owyhee River downstream of Big Springs Draw are comsadered 
outstanding habutat for mver otter because of the adequate year-long flows and a good prey 
base (fisheries) Plows on the appermost reaches of the North Fork and mm its tributanes limit 
river otter use. The high. well fractured and otherwise croded cliffs of the canyon are 


vegetation (mostly grasses and some willow species) The upper North Fork Canyon and its 
tributary camyoms contain a much greater diversity of mpanan and upland vegetation species. 
thereby supporting larger. more diverse wildlife populations Many of the tributanes which 
the Owyhee River system from Idaho have such npanan diversity tucked away im narrow 
canyons The upper North Fork River segment. along with several other segments. represents 
tuggest and hest of these habutats and. therefore. possesses outstanding wildlife values 


Conchwwon 


A cultural resource wnventory of the upper North Fort Owyhee River system has not been 
completed However, a sumber of archaeological sites have been identified om the area The 
Cultural Resource Density Predictive Made! (Young, |984) developed for the Bowe District 
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Class I] Cultural Resource Inventory suggests that the stream corndor of the upper North Fork 
watershed may contain significant cultural resource values. Field work to identify addimonal 
sites has not been scheduled. 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable cultural values along the upper North Fork Owyhee 
River cannot be determined at this time. 


7. Historic Cultural Values 


No known historic sites exist on public lands within the upper North Fork Owyhee River 
corndor nor its tributary stream corndors. However, a cabin characteristic of those built m the 
late- 19th and carly-20th centuries is located on private lands along the North Fork about .75 
miles upstream of the North Fork Crossing (see Section 3). The site is typical of many such 
sites found on both public and private lands throughout southwest Idaho. The site is not judged 
to be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) based upon its individual 
significance. However, taken collectively with other sites scattered throughout the Owyhee 
Canyonlands, it would probably qualify for inclusion on the NRHP as a contributing clement 
of a Historic Site District centered around carly ranching within the various tributaries of the 
Owyhee River. 


Conclusion: 


No historic resources of outstandingly remarkable value are known to exist within the upper 
North Fork River segment. 


8. Other Similar Values 


In 19°", the National Park Service (NPS) recommended that a 4,41 3-acre area of the North 
Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA has potential as a National Natural Landmark (NNL). The 
North Fork NNL proposal contains over 5 miles of the upper North Fork Owyhee River 
Canyon upstream of its confluence with Noon Creek. The Big Springs Draw is centrally 
located in the NNL 


The NPS evaluated five Montane Western Juniper Woodland sites from Oregon and Idaho to 
determine their suitability as NNLs based upon illustrative character, condition, diversity, 
rarity, and va'ue for science and education. The evaluation determined that the North Fork site 
was the best example of the Montane Western Juniper Woodland Subtheme for the Western 
Jumper Woodland Theme in the Columbia Plateau National Region 

Conclusion 
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A portion (approximately 5 miles) of the upper North Fork Owyhee River Canyon has 
outstandingly remarkable vegetation valucs as the best representation of the Montane Western 
Jumper Woodland Subtheme within the Columbia Platcau Natural Region. 


IIL. Eligibility and Classification 


The upper 16.0 miles of the North Fork Owyhee River and 12.5 miles of its tributaries 
(Uumiper, Cabin, Corral, Noon, and Picasant Valley Creeks) are cligible for further 
consideration as congressionally designated nvers because of outstandingly remarkable scenic. 
recreational, geologic, wildlife, and vegetation (North Fork only) values. The North Fork 
Canvon also has the potential for outstandingly remarkable fishernes values. 


There are 28.5 miles of free-flowing rivers extending upstream of the North Fork Crossing 
bridge, including the North Fork Owyhee River to its headwaters, which should be classified as 
potential wild nvers. Cultural modifications associated with the private properties located 
about .75 miles upstream of the bridge are not sfficient to warrant a less restrictive 
classification on the affected length (.5 miles) of river corridor. 


Classification Considerauions for the Owyhee RMP- 

The Owyhee RMP is proposing the construction of about 30 miles of foot trails in the upper 
North Fork area (North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA). Such construction would be 
mconsistent with a wild classification because of the need for bridges across the river channel 


in several places. Therefore, the Owyhee RMP should consider a scenic (VRM Class [1) 
suitability classification for the upper North Fork Owyhee River. 


Boulder - Rock Creek 
Segment C9 


I. Physical Description 


|. Location 


a. Rock Creek: From western legal subdivision for Section 15, T.7 S.. R. 3 W., 
downstream to confluence with the North Fork Boulder Creek 


b. North Fork Boulder Creek: Confluence of Rock Creek downstream to confluence with 
South Fork Boulder Creek 
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c. Boulder Creek: Ccof cence of North Fork and South Fork Boulder Creck downstream 
to southern boundary of privaic property in N2, Section 32, T. 6 S.. R. 4 W. 


2. Length - (preliminarily eligible only) 


a. Rock Creek: 3.5 miles 
b. N. Fk. Boulder Creek: 3.75 miles 
c. Boulder Creck 4.25 miles 

Total 11.5 miles 


3. Affected Non-federal Lands 
Private 
N. Fk. Boulder Ck. corridor: 340 acres 


T.75S., R. 4 W., Sec. 11, S2SW4, S2SE4. 
Sec. 12, S2SW4. 
Sec. 13, NINW4NW4, N2INEANW4. 
Sec. 14, EXNW4NE4, NEANE4. 


Boulder Creek corridor: 80 acres 
T. 75S. R. 4 W., Sec. 16, NIJNE4 
4. Landscape Characteristics 


This segment begins with Rock Creek flowing westward out of the Triangle basin area within a 
400-foot deep canyon. The canyon originates about three-quarters of a mile upstream on 
private property near the confluence of Rose Creek. By the time Rock Creek joins with the 
North Fork Boulder Creek at mile-3.5, topography to the south reaches 700 feet above the 
stream channel where the surrounding plateau basin transforms into a mountainous, rock 
outcrop region that extends across the center of the Owyhee Resource Area in the South 
Mountain - Combination Ridge country. To the north the surrounding highly convoluted 
plateau landscape remains at 400 to 500 feet above the stream channel. Further north the basin 
gives mse to the Owyhee Mountain Range. The canyons of both Rock Creek and North Fork 
Boulder Creek have been carved into predominately rhyolite rock. The canyon landscapes are 
that of very steep, talus slopes intermixed with sheer, monolithic cliffs eroded into a myriad of 
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fractured columnar forms, some of which stand 2s individual pinnacles or spires known as 
“hoodoos.” The cliffs are concentrated at the upper clevations of the canyons. Unlike many of 
the rhyolite canyons im the Owyhee Resource Area, the cliffs are not continuous. They appear 
as “castles” of rock amid an otherwise V-shaped canyon landscape. Extending from rounded 
ndgelines, talus slopes descend to the extremely meandenng stream channel; frequently being 
imterrupted by cliffs and rock outcrops. 


The talus slopes are a mosaic of rhyolite rubble field:. where few plants grow, and shallow to 
canyon at all elevations is western juniper. It exists as lone, old-growth trees that choose to 
grow directly from the fractures in bedrock cliffs and outcrops, or as thin to dense stands of 
mature to young-aged trees in areas of more soil. Juniper also grows in the riparian plant 
Ripanan vegetation along the streams can be extensive. 


As North Fork Boulder Creek joins with the South Fork, remnant basaltic flows influence the 
character of the landscape. The rhyolite is buried beneath a thin mantle of basalt that defines 
the nmrock of Boulder Creek Canyon. The canyon rimrock is a nearly continuous, vertical 
wall of blocky fractured bedrock. Talus slopes extend from the base of the rimrock to the 
stream channel; only occasionally being interrupted by small cliffs of exposed rhyolite 
bedrock. 


As in the upper reaches of the stream segment, a mosaic of rock rubble fields, sagebrush- 
is a Mparian community of willow, chokecherry, dogwood, alder, rose, currant, sedges, grasses, 
and only an occasional juniper. 


5. Cultural Modifications 


The canyon of Rock Creek is free of cultural modifications other than an occasional gap fence 
across the opening to side draws. Cultural modifications begin at, and are concentrated on, the 
private properties extending for nearly two miles along North Fork Boulder Creek from its 
confluence with Rock Creek. The imprints of man in this stretch of stream include a historic 
cabin site near the streams’ confluence, a old jeep trail extending over the north rim of the 
canyon in the vicinity of the cabin, evidence of stream gravel removal along much of the 
stream channel, a dirt road crossing on the west end of the properties, and a scattering of 
barbed wire fences. The gravel removal activities have also extended approximately one- 
quarter mile onto BLM lands downstream of the private properties. The road crossing includes 
several switchbacks and pushed over trees. On Boulder Creek, there is a fence across the 
bottom of the canyon about one-quarter mile below the confluence of Deer Creek. Also, a 
fence extends across the canyon bottom just before the end of the segment (one-quarter mile 
upstream of the lower private properties that define the segment). Another three-cights of a 
mile above this lower fence an old jeep trail extends to the stream’s north shore after traversing 
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the bottom of a side draw. At the creek is the remnants of an old livestock bridge. A number of 
jeep trails dead end at the rimrock of Boulder Creck Canyon, but they are not within nor visible 
from the stream corridor. Lastly, a recent (1991) fire burned into the North Fork Boulder Creek 
Canyon from the north. its visual affected will be short-lived. 


6. Existing Land Management Designations 


The entire river segment, with the exception of the North Fork Boulder Creek private 
properties, lies within the Boulder Creek Outstanding Natural Area (ONA) identified by the 
Owyhee MFP. No recreation activity planning for this ONA has been done. The ONA will be 
re-evaluated under the BLM's area of critical concern (ACEC) guidelines during the Owyhee 
RMP process. 


Il. Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
1. Scenic Values 


The scenic quality assessment completed fer the Owyhee Grazing EIS and Bruneau Grazing 
EIS identified the entire Boulder-Rock Crecx segmeni as having Class A scenic quality. The 
EIS visual assessment for the Boulder-Rock Creek canyon complex appears consistent with 
that of other assessments done for visual resources during the wilderness inventory. 


The scenic landscapes of the North Fork Boulder-Rock Creek canyon complex are dominated 
by a mixture of long, diagonal lines that frame triangular forms associated with talus slopes. 
The slopes have a mosaic of medium-textured, yellow and subdued green sagebrush- 
bunchgrass communities and/or dark green juniper, as well as medium-textured reddish colored 
rhyolite rubble fields. Intermixed with the talus slopes are subordinate vertical lines and forms 
of coarse-textured, reddish brown eroded cliffs often glazed with yellow to light green 
microflora. In Boulder Creek Canyon, the landscape is dominated by both vertical lines and 
forms associated with coarse-textured, blackish basalt rimrocks and the lines, forms, colors, 
and textures of talus slopes. Because of the presence of larger rock rubble of richer color and 
coarser texture, the talus slopes take on a different appearance than those further upstream. 
Throughout the entire canyon system, medium-textured, rich green riparian vegetation follows 
the meandering line of a spring time river channel! of fast moving brownish, silt laden water 
with some whitewater rapids and boulders. During the summer months, sparkling pools and 
slow moving water tinted with green and brown channel colors reflect blue sky and @ blend of 
forms, colors, and lines from surrounding cliffs and steep slopes. The combination of lines, 
forms, colors, and textures found amidst this close association of landforms, water, and 
getation create an exceptionally scenic landscape. Contributing significantly to the quality 
the landscape in the canyon system is the interchange of vertical cliffs and talus slopes as the 
‘eek follows an extremely meandering course. From a scarcity standpoint, the Boulder-Rock 
Creek landscape of juniper/sagebrush-grasslands and rhyolite/basaltic rubble 1s not unique to 
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southwest Idaho river or stream canyons. The scenic quality of the Boulder-Rock Creek 
canyon complex is comparable to that found in the Owyhee River Canyonlands. 


Conclusion: 


The Boulder-Rock Creek segment offers a landscape of diverse landforms, vegetation, and 
water thal possesses scenic qualities of outstandingly remarkable value. This canyon system's 
scenery is comparable to that of the Owyhee Canyonlands. 


2. Recreational Valucs 


The Boulder-Rock Creek canyon complex offers backpacking or day-hiking opportunities 
opportunities. Other than hunting, current recreational use is low, and is expected to remain 
relatively low. The canyons’ scenic qualities and opportunities for camping, wildlife viewing. 
photography, and fishing are expected to attract backpackers only from the geographical area 
(southwest Idaho) and not from the Pacific Northwest (PNW) region. There are many other 
canyons of greater length and of equal or greater scenic quality in the Owyhee River system of 
southwest Idaho and southeast Oregon that will attract visitors from the Pacific Northwest 
(PNW). Louse Canyon of the West Little Owyhee River, which enters the Owyhee River in 
Oregon, presently attracts Pacific Northwest (PNW) backpackers on a regular basis. 


structure to allow boating opportunities for a short period of time during the spring months. 
The stream is suitable for use by kayak and open canoe. Few boaters have yet to run the 
stream. Boaters from the Pacific Northwest (PNW) and the rest of the western United Statrs 
are expected to continue concentrating their efforts on the Owyhee River and Bruncau-Jarbidge 
River system of southwest Idaho and southeast Oregon. Boating use of the Boulder-Rock 
Creek segment is expected to remain low and be from the local geographical area only. 


Conclusion: 


Kayaking. canoeing, and backpacking opportunities along the entire length of the Boulder- 
Rock Creek segment are judged to be a significant recreational resource. However, these 
opportunities are not considered to be outstandingly remarkable for southwest Idaho as a 
whole. 


3. Geologic Values 


Like many of the canyons of southwest Idaho, the Boulder-Rock Creek canyon complex has 


geologic formations predominately of volcanic ongin (Miocene), The canyons expose 400 to 
700 vertical feet of rhyolitic welded tufts and tuffaceous sediments. ? Boulder Creek Canyon, 
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the rhyolites are topped with a thin mantle of basaltic flows. Ongoing weathering and crosion 
have carved a myriad of sculptured monolithic cliffs from the rhyolite and basalt. 





The geologic features carved by the Boulder-Rock Creek stream complex are significant 
features of its canyons, but they are not unigue to southwest Idaho. Examples of similar 
geologic features are found throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands system and the Bruncav- 
Jartidge River system. These canyon systems have rhyolite and basalt formations in much 
greater abundance, size, and diversity than those of the Boulder-Rock Creek canyon complex. 


Conclusion: 


The geologic features of the Boulder-Rock Creek canyon complex are considered to be 


significant resource values. However, they are not judged to be outstandingly remarkable 
geologic values for southwest Idaho as a whole. 


4. Fishernes Values 


Fisheries inventories conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified nine species of fish in the 
trout. The redband trout is designated a BLM sensitive species. 


Fisheries habitat in the Boulder-Rock Creek segment is judged to be presently in 
unsatisfactory (poor to fair) condition overall because of stream siltation, low summer flows, 
high water temperatures, and the lack of cover (Owyhee MSA). Efforts are underway along 
the Boulder-Rock Creek drainages and its headwater streams to improve habitat conditions 


through changes in grazing practices 


Most streams in southwest Idaho suffer from similar fisheries habitat concerns to varying 
degrees. Assuming the BLM is successful in improving fisheries habitat throughout the 
resource area, which streams have the potential to have outstanding fisheries values? The 
mere presence of redband trout im an resource area stream is not justification for an 
outstanding rating since the species is in most resource area strearms. An outstanding rating 
should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficient flows to 
produce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly be superior to the average 
good condition stream. It is judged that Boulder Creek, downstream from the confluence of 
the North Fork and Rock Creet ‘as potential as an outstanding fisheries given anticipated 
improvements in summer flow volumes, cooler temperatures, reduced siltation, and cover 
factors. Fish population numbers and sizes could be superior to the average resource area 
stream. Above the confluence, neither the North Fork Boulder Creek or Rock Creek would 
contain flow volumes that could produce fish numbers or sizes notably superior to those of 
the average resource area stream. 
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Conclusion: 





The Boulder-Rock Creek segment presently docs not have outstanding remarkable fishenes 
increases in fish populations and sizes, Boulder Creck (below the North Fork-Rock Creek 
confluence) has the potential for outstandingly remarkable fishenes valucs. 


5. Wildlife Values 


The Boulder-Rock Creek canyons provide upland and riparian habitats for a number of 
ground mammals, reptiles, a host of small birds, raptors, bat. and possibly clk, and 
California bighorn sheep. Habitat conditions are currently rated as unsatisfactory (fair), see 
Owyhee MSA. 


The waters along Boulder and Rock Creek are considered outstanding habitat for river otter 
because of adequate year-long flows and a good prey base (fisheries). The high, well 
fractured and otherwise croded cliffs of the canyons are considered outstanding habitat for 
cliff nesting raptors. Such cliffs are also suspected to support populations of spotted bat and/ 
or Townsend's big-eared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 


established population of the Little Jacks Creek area (Bruneau Resource Area). Elk may also 
be moving into the area from South Mountain. 


Generally, deep canyon habitats are considered significant to wildlife species in desert and 
possesses a large dive. sity of vegetation species. The Owyhee National Wild River 
designation of Oregon comains deep canyon habitats comprised largely of sagebrush- 
bunchgrass communities extending to the river's edge with little well developed riparian 
vegetation (mostly grasses and some willow species). The Boulder-Rock Creek canyon 
complex contains a much greater diversity of riparian and upland vegetation species than the 
main Owyhee River system, thereby supporting larger. more diverse wildlne populations. 
Many of the tributaries which feed the Owyhee River system from Idaho have such mparian 
diversity tucked away in narrow canyons. The Boulder-Rock Creek complex, along with 
several other segments, represent the biggest and best of these habutats and. therefore. 
possesses outstanding wildlife values 
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Conclusion: 


because of the reguonal significance of sts wildlife habstats. 


6. Prehistoric Cultural Valucs 


A cultural resource inventory of the Boulder-Rock Creek complex has not been completed. 
However, a number of archacological sites have been identified in the area. The Cultural 
Resource Density Predictive Model (Young, 1984) developed for the Boise District Class Il 
Cultural Resource Inventory suggests that the stream corndor of the Boulder-Rock Creek 
sites has not been scheduled. 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable prehistonc cultural values along the Boulder-Rock 
Creek segment cannot be determined at this time 

7. Historic Cultural Values 

A cabin representative of those constructed in the late- 19th and carly-20th centuries 1s found on 
private property along the south side of North Boulder Creek just below the Rock Creek 
confluence. The site 1+ typical of those found on both public and private lands throughout 


southwest Idaho. The sit is not judged to be eligible for inclusion on the National Register of 
Histonc Places and, as such, is not considered to be outstandingly remarkaMe. 


Conclusion: 


The Boulder-Rock Creek canyon complex is not known to contain amy historic resources of 


No other outstandingly remarkable values are identified for the Boulder-Rock Creek segment 
Ill. Eligibility and Classification 


The entire 11.5 miles of the Boulder-Rock Creek segment are eligible for further consideration 
as a congressionally designated nver because of outstandingly remarkable scemc and wildlife 
values. The stream segment also has the potential for outstandingly remarkable fishenes 
values 
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The 3.5 miles of Rock Crock, the 3.75 miles of North Fork Boulder Creck, and the 4.25 milles 
of Boulder Creek should be classified as a potential wild mver Cultural modificatons on 
Public lands. and associated with pnvate properbes surrounding the North Fort Boulder Creek 
road crossing. are presentiy not sufficient to warrant less than a wild nver classification on all 
affected lands 





Classification Considerations for the Owyhee RMP- 


The channel gravels along nearly two miles of public © 4 private lands on the North Fork 
would not be consistent with the long-term management of this stretch of stream as esther a 
wild, scemic, or recreational river. The suitability of the stream segment above the North Fork 
Boulder-Combination Creek confluence would be dependent on federal acquisition (the W 4 
and Scemec Rivers Act requires that acquisitions be voluntary). and th: termination of gravel 
activites. The stream channel is an important source of gravel in the region. Its importance 
may grow if the idaho State Department of Lands proposal to build a gravel road from the 
Triangle Road into the large block of state lands in the Combination Ridge country becomes a 
reality. The proposed gravel road would cross the North Fork Boulder Creek at the present 
Creck segment. the Owyhee RMP will have to address road construction and maintenance 
options as they relate to a suitability classi cation One option would be to propose a wild 
nver corndor only from about Combination Creek downstream, leaving most of the North Fork 
Boulder Creek and all of Rock Creek as nonsuitable. Another option would be to grve the 
stream corndor another designation such as an ACEC. An ACEC evaluation is required of the 


existing Outstanding Natural Area designation. 
Jump Creek 
Segment NS 
l. Physical Description 


|. Location: From livestock division fence, in Sec 8, T. | N.. R. 5 W.. downstream to the 
south boundary of private property in the NINB4, Sec. 27, T. 2 NR. SW 


2. Length (preliminanly chgible only) 4.$ miles 
3. Affected Non-federal Lands: None 














Jump Crock starts its free-flowing course through thes segment jpust as of cuts the northern cad 
of Sands Basan wuthun the Owyhee Mountain Range A+ the stream channel! leaves the basen, 
ummocdiately begins a raped descent imto a narrow, meandenng camyon The landscape quickly 
changes to that of a sheer-walled chasm where rhyolse cliffs mse directly from the stream or 
from small talus slopes that umtermstiently shape the course of the stream The cirffs are eroded 
imto a myriad of highly fractured, columnar-shaped forms. The canyon reaches a depth of G00 
feet and averages less than one-quarter mile across along much of sts length 


Within the canyon, nolated pockets of sagebrush-bunchgrass communsties occupy the talus 
slopes tucked between the cliffs of an otherwise verncal landscape of rack In the bottom of 
the canyon, four mpanan communities grow along Jump Creck In the uppermost reaches of 
the camyon there 1s no perenmal flow There 1s only spring snowmelt or fash flooding from 
imto the canyon a senes of numerous springs discharge along a one-quarter mile stretch of the 
creck. Below these springs the amount of water in Jump Creek appears to remain constant all 
the way through the remainder of the segment, except during high water penods Below the 
springs, a very dense, shrubby nparian community occurs. It 1s almost totally dorminated by 
synnga Lesser amounts of red-ower dogwood occur. At the mic-port of the canyon, the 
stream flows over a series of cataracts within a very narrow gorge. Below the cataracts the 
Two water birch communities can be readily discerned. One with scattered birch and a dense 
shrub understory of syringa and occasionally re-oser dogwood. The second has dense stands 
of tall water birch bordering and overhanging the stream channel with no understory shrub 
component. As the canyon botiom widens. this forest gallery forms a contrnuous band of 
riparian vegetation to the top of Jump Creek Falls. 





Jump Creek Falls ts a vertical falls of about 60 feet that topographically isolates the upper 4 
miles of the canyon bottom from the remamung one-half mile of stream Below the falls. the 
nipanan communities continue until the end of the segment. However, one-quarter mile below 
the falls the large canyon abruptly ends as the surrounding rhyolite plateau is replaced by the 
peneplain lands that extend southward from the Snake River The peneplam 1s a moderately 
convoluted landscape of eroded rhyolites and sedimentary rock strata’ The last oue-quarter 
mile of the stream segment is contained im a small, narrow, .heer- walled camyon of rhyolite 
noted for its gas pocket formations 


S Cuwhwral Modifications 


The segs. nt begins with the east-west crossing of the stream channel by a barbed wire fence 

The segment ends with another fence reaching to the nmrack above the creek near the northern 
private property. Between the fencelines, Jump Creek Cany on ts (ree of cultural modifications 
unt! the stream reaches Jump Creek Falls Below the falls (last one-half mile of the segment). 
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the stream 1 affected by recreabon developments and by the scan of abusrve recreabonal 
visstor behavior For many years the lower camyon has been marred by wandalim (spray 
panting). htienng. muluple traslengs (joot trails caused by uncontrolled vistor usc) and 
associated crowon problems. and by the affects of human waste Just cutsade the Canyon. 
where a gravel road extends to the mouth of the camyon from South Jump Creck Road, the 
steep slopes of the plateau front are defaced by off-road veiacle ase and assaciaied crowon In 
1988, the BLM began efforts to restore the scemic. recreational and watershed resources of the 
lower camyon arca by constructang a parking jot woth barners posts. mmstalleng culverts mm the 
eussteng access road and making other road umprovements, and by buriding a one-quarter mile 
long trail to the base of the falls. However, ORV use continues to remain a serous problem 
Also, uncontrotied foot traffic at the falls conmtumucs to denude and crade surrounding talus 
slopes. The affects of recreation use extend a short distance above the falls in the form of 
lot, and possibly a trail bridge across the creck. A toilet and fire grills may also be considered. 


6 Exssting Land Management Designations 


The entire length of the Jump Creek segment hes within the Jump Creek Special Recreation 


Management Arca (SRMA) established by the Owyhee MFP The majority of the camyon is 
also overtaid by the 465 acre Jump Creek Recreation Site 


Il. Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 


1. Sceme Values 


The scemic quality assessment completed for the Owyhee Grazing EIS «‘entified the Jump 
Creek Canyon area as having Class A scenic quality. This scenic quality rating is consistent 
with the visual assessments completed for other canyon areas dunng the Owyhee wilderness 
inventory 


The scemic landscape of Jump Creek Camyon is dominated by high. vertical lines and forms of 
coarse-textured, browmish, eroded cliffs, often glazed with yellow to hight green microflora 
Intertwined with the vertical features are subordinate diagonal lines that frame tangular forms 
associated with talus slopes. The slopes have a mosaic of medium-textured, yellow and 
subdued green sagebrush bunchgrass communities A medium-textured, nch green band of 
npanan vegetation extends across the bottom of the canyon, often covering the meandering 
line of a spring time river channel filled with fast-moving brownish, wilt laden waters The nver 
channel contains numerous stretches of whitewater rapids and immense boulders As water 
recedes, sparkling pools and slow moving water tinted with green and brown channel colors 
reflect Slue sky and a blend of forms, colors, and lines from surrounding cliffs Lad steep slopes 
along tauch of the stream segment's length The combination of lunes. forms, colors, and 
textures found! armodst this close association of landforms. vegetation, and water create an 


excepuonziy scenic landscape Contobuting wemficantly to the quality of the canyon 
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landscapes 1s the mmicrchange of verocal cliffs and talus shapes and the presence of the bush 
mpanan communities From a scarcity standpoent. the sagebrushyriryolne chiff assacabon 
widespread over southwest idaho However. the mcluwor of Ger mpanan «-~anunmes of 
burch mm the Landscape makes & umgue to southwest idaho 








Conclewon 


The Jump Creek segment offers canyon landscapes of diverse landforms. vegetaton and 
water thal possesses soem Qualnes of cutwtandingly remartable vabuc 


2. Recreatonal Valucs 


The Jump Creek segment prowides outstanding day tuling opportunites and assaciated 
Some camping also occurs, as docs unauthorized ORV activity. Recreation use occurs 
throughout the entire year cxcept during periods of extreme cold of rain/snow. The very great 
majority of use comes from the local geographical area. However, recent efforts by the local 
business Community to encourage tours! travel along the northern highway system of 
Owyhee County has brought -acrea ed visitation by tournsts during the spring and summer 
months 


The quality of the recreahon experiences available at Jump Creek are, however, influenced by 


the presence of organized youth-gang activity as well as by drunken “party” events that 
threaten the safety of vi tors and degrade the resource base 


Jump Creek 1 not a boatable stream 
Conclusion 


The Jump Creek segment offers outstandingly remarkable day use type activities im a 
primitive and roaded natural emiwonment The BLM’s ability to protect the recreation 


resource over the long term 1s dependent upon sacreased facility development and law 
enforce nent presence 


1 Geologic Values 


Like most canyons of southwest Idaho. Jump Creek Canyon has geology format,onm 
predominately of volcanic origi (Miocene). Jump Creek Canyon cam oes up to @') vert. 
feet of rhyolitec welded tuffs and tuffaceous sediments Ongowg weathenng and eroow 
have carved a mynad of sculptured monolithic rack formatons along " entre maun. ring 
course, including several small natural arches Rhyolie cliffs are not emp ID ow FOB 
idano More significant examples of such geologx features are present in the ) avher 
Canyonlands and on the Bruneau-Jartudg: River system These other ce vou. areas nm? © 2 
greater sbundance and diversity of rhyolite formation 
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Conclusion: 


The geologic features of Jump Creek are considered a significant resource value. However, 
they are not judged to be outstandingly remarkable for southwest Idaho as a whole. 


4. Fisheries Values 


Fisheries inventories conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified three species of fish in the 
Jump Creek segment, including dace, sucker, and redband trout. The redband trout is 
designated a BLM sensitive species. 


Fisheries habitat in the Jump Creek segment is presently judged to be in satisfactory (good) 
water temperatures, and the presence of cover (Owyhee MSA). Above the springs, habitat 
conditions are rated as unsatisfactory (poor to fair) due to a lack of cover, warmer 
temperatures, and low to lacking summer flows. Efforts are underway further upstream on 
Jump Creek and its tributary streams to improve habitat conditions through changes in 
flows, reduced siltation, and decreased temperatures in the upper reaches of Jump Creek 
Canyon. There should not be a notable change in existing good conditions in the lower 
canyon. 





The mere presence of redband trout in an resource area stream is not justification for an 
outstanding rating since the species is in most resource area streams. An outstanding rating 
should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficient flows to 
produce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly be superior to the average 
good condition stream. While some improvement in fisheries habitat can be expected, Jump 
Creek will remain an “average” good condition stream, producing fish populations and sizes 
comparable to a typical resource area stream. 


Conclusion: 


The Jump Creek segment is considered to have significant fisheries values, but these values 
are not judged to be outstandingly remarkable for the resource area as a whole. 


5. Wildlife Values 


Jump Creek Canyon provides upland and riparian habitats for a number of wildlife species 
including mule deer, cougar, bobcat, other small ground mammals, reptiles, a host of small 
The high, well fractured and otherwise eroded cliffs of the canyons are considered 
outstanding habitat for cliff nestings raptors. Such cliffs are also suspected to support 
populations of spotted bat and/or Townsend's big-eared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 
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areas located along the Owyhee Reservoir in southeast Oregon. 


Generally, deep canyon habitats are considered significant to wildlife species in desert and 
semi-desert environments throughout the western United States, particularly if they contain a 
diversity of vegetation. In the case of Jump Creek Canyon, that diversity includes 
communities (birch) unique tc southwest Idaho. The upland habitats within the canyons, 
only by mule deer and bighormn sheep, are in good to excellent condition (Owyhee MSA). 
Likewise, much of the canyon’s riparian habitat is in good to excellent condition. A canyon 
system of such large size, and containing diverse habitats in good to pristine condition, 


Conclusion: 


Jump Creek Canyon possesses outstandingly remarkable wildlife values. The unique 
vegetation communities in this segment contribute significantly to the overall value of Jump 
Creek Canyon as a regionally significant wildlife habitat area. Sensitive species may also 
present. 


6. Prehistoric Cultural Values 


A number of prehistoric archaeological sites have been found throughout the Jump Creek 
area, including at least one site within the Jump Creek segment. There is an archacological 
site located within the Jump Creek Recreation Site near the parking lot. A archaeological site 
associated with a rock shelter site is currently under excavation on private property just 
downstream of the segment. The significance of the two sites is not yet known. 








Conct!usion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable prehistoric cultural values along the Jump Creek 
corndor cannot be determined at this time. 


7. Historic Cultural Values 
There are no known historic sites along the Jump Creek segment. 
Conclusion: 


There ?-e no outstandingly remarkable historic cultural values known to exist along the Jump 
Creek sogment. 
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8. Other Similar Values 


Upper Jump Creek Canyon contains unique riparian communities (birch) in good to excellent 
upland vegetation communities in good to excellent condition. Each are worthy of study and 
protection. It also contains one rare plant species: Ivesia baileyi. This species occurs in 
cracks on cliff faces throughout the canyon. It is on the State of Idaho Monitor List. 


Conclusion: 


The Jump Creek segment is considered to have outstandingly remarkable vegetation values 
because of its unique riparian plant communities. The good to pristine vegetation condition 
for the canyon as a whole contributes to outstandingly remarkable vegetation values. 


Ill. Eligibility and Classification 


The entire 4.5 miles of the Jump Creek segment are eligible for further consideration as a 
congressionally designated river because of outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, 
wildlife (above falls), and vegetation (above falls) vaives. 


The 4.0 miles extending downstream of the southern livestock division fence to the top of 
Jump Creek Falls should be classified and managed as a wild river. Cultural modifications 


are lacking. 

The 0.5 miles extending downstream from Jump Creek Falls to the northern private property 
should be classified as a potential recreational river. The recreation developments along this 
length of stream warrant the less restrictive classification. 





The Jump Creek SRMA, which includes most of the Jump Creek stream segment, will be 
considered for an ACEC designation during the Owyhee RMP. 
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Final Non-Eligible Determinations 
for Rivers and Streams 
in the Owyhee Resource Area 


On April 25, 1991, the Owyhee Resource Area released a list of rivers/streams totalling 1,218.5 
miles that had been inventoried to determine their eligibility for consideration as national wild, 
scenic, or recreational rivers as defined by the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (P-L. 90-542). 


The 1991 listing identified 892.75 miles as being preliminarily non-cligible and 325.75 miles 
as preliminarily eligible. Since the listing, one additional segment (S3g) of 3.0 miles was 


No public comment was received on the 892.75 miles of rivers/steams found preliminarily non- 
eligible that supported any segment being identified as eligible. Consequently, these 892.75 
miles are hereby determined to be non-cligible for further consideration in the Owyhee RMP as 
wild, scenic, or recreational rivers. 


There was strong local opposition to the listing of 325.75 miles of rivers/streams as 
preliminarily eligible. in general, public comment indicated that the BLM's preliminary 
assessments were inaccurate in their interpretauon of “outstandingly remarkable” values. The 
BLM, Owyhee Resource Area staff re-evaluated all preliminarily eligible rivers/streams plus 
one additional small tributary of the East Fork Owyhee River. This re-evaluation has 
concluded that 223.0 miles of rivers/streams are eligible for a wild, scenic, or recreational river 
designation. The remaining 105.75 miles of preliminarily eligible rivers/streams are now 
determined to be non-eligible. 


The final eligible determinations are provided in Appendix RECT-3. The final non-cligible 
determinations for the 105.75 miles of preliminarily eligible segments are provided in this 
document, Appendix RECT-4. The affected river/stream segments include: 


SSb: E. and W.Fk. Red Canyon Ck 

S6b: Upper Petes Creek 

S7c: Thomas-Smith Ck. 

C2: M.Fk. Owyhee River 

C3: Pole Creek 

C4a: Squaw Creek (N.Fk. tributary) 
Segment S8b: Stoneman Ck. 
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* These segments were evaluated, and found non-cligible, as part of the East Fork and South 
Fork Owyhee River determinations (see final eligibility documentation for East Fork and South 
Fork). 


Recommendation 


The Owyhee Resource Area and Boise District Staff, after inventory and review of all streams 
and rivers in the resource area, recommend that 998.5 miles are non-cligible for further 
consideration as wild, scenic, or recreational rivers, and should not receive further study under 
the Owyhee RMP. The non-cligible segments include those described in this document {105.75 
miles) and those found to be preliminarily non-cligible (892.75 miles) in the April 25, 1991, 
listing. 






































Recommended By 
/s/ John R. Benedict 1/27/92 
Owyhee Recreation Planner Date 
/s/ 3.C. Harksen 2/792 
Owyhee Geologist Date 
/s/ 1.M. Young 2/4/92 
Owyhee Archacologist Date 
/s/ Mike J. Mathis 2/792 
Owyhee Wildlife Biologist Date 
/s/ Pat Kane 2/792 
Owyhee Range Conservationist Date 
/s/ Patrick Olmstead 2/6/92 
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Reynolds Creek 
Segment NS 
L. Physical Description 
1. Location: From immediately below the ARS weir in the NE4SE4, Section 12, T. 2S. R. 4 


W., downstream to the southern boundary of private property in the N2NW4, Section 22, T. | 
S.,.R.3 W. 


2. Length - (preliminarily eligible only): 6.5 miles 
3. Affected Non-federal Land: None 
4. Landscape Characteristics 


This segment begins with Reynolds Creek flowing northeastward through an ARS concrete 
weir about one-quarter mile below the confluence of Reynolds Creek and Salmon Creek. The 
weir marks the beginning of Reynolds Creek Canyon formed by the slopes of Wilson Peak and 
the erosion of an adjacent rhyolite bench (smail tableland). Wilson Peak rises westward with 
steep, sagebrush-grassland covered slopes to an elevation of over 2,200 feet above the stream 
channel. The bench lying east of the creek has been eroded into sheer, 400-foot high rhyolite 
cliffs which rest atop talus slopes of | 000 vertical feet. As the stream meanders northward, the 
underlying talus slopes, until about mile-5 where only the cliffs remain. At mile-5.5, the 
stream cuts through the bench to form a narrow gorge with 400 to 600-foot vertical wall on 
both sides of the stream. This gorge lasts for about .75 miles before the bench abruptly ends; 
making a 600-foot wall of rhyolite facing northward to the Snake River peneplain. About one- 
half mile west of the creek, the bench is absorbed into the slopes of Wilson Peak's lower 
northwest flank. In the lower elevations of the upper canyon, underlying granitic rock is 
exposed to create a landscape of whitish boulder heaps or mounds along both sides of the creek 


The entire length of the stream segment is lined with a relatively dense riparian community of 
extensive as it moves downstream until it reaches mile-5.5. At this point, the formation of the 
gorge reduces bottom land soils and constricts shoreline vegetative growth. 


5. Cultural Modifications 
As previously discussed, the segment begins immediately below the concrete weir maintained 


for watershed research purposes by the ARS. This weir is accessed by a dirt road extending 
downstream from private property located at and above the Salmon Creek confluence. Below 
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the weir, the stream channel is largely free of cultural modifications until it reaches the 
gorge. Within the gorge. a historic irrigation diversion canal lies along both sides of the 
creek until downstream of the segment. The canal system is made of hand-laid rock walls 
and includes a short tunnel associated with the west-side canal. The segment ends at private 
property denoted by a livestock fence crossing the creek and a dirt road extending down a 
side draw to the cast-side canal. Other minor cultural modifications include several 
fencelines running down the talus slopes in the upper reaches of the canyon and a major 

of a rock shelf at mid-clevation in the canyon has occurred to allow casier livestock passage. 
This trail connects with a steep jeep trail. This trail is part of a network of old dirt roads and 
jeep trails that traverse the cast flank of Wilson Peak at a distance of more than one-half mile 
from the stream channel. Some of the routes access mining prospects carved into the side of 
the mountain. A network of dirt roads also exists on the eastern bench; some extending to the 
rimrock. 


6. Existing Land Management Designations 


The stream river segment lies within the Hardtrigger Wild Horse Herd Area as established by 
the Wild Horse and Burro Act of 1971 (P-L. 92-195). It also lies within the Owyhee Front 
Special Recreation Management Area designated for the intensive management of off- 


Il. Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
1. Scenic Values 


region of the Owyhee Mountain Range as having Class B scenic quality. This assessment is 
consistent with scenic evaluations conducted for other river and stream corridors during the 
wilderness inventory. However, it should be noted that a small area of Class A scenic quality 
occurs in the area of the gorge. The overall scenic character of Squaw Creek Canyon is that 
of high-Class B quality. 


The scenic landscape of Reynolds Creek Canyon is dominated by long, diagonal lines that 
frame triangular forms associated with the slopes of Wilson Peak and the benchiand talus 
slopes. The slopes have a mosaic of medium-textured, yellow and subdued green sagebrush- 
bunchgrass communities, and medium-textured reddish colored rhyolite rubble fields. Lying 
above the benchland talus slopes are subordinate vertical lines and forms of coarse-textured, 
reddish brown eroded cliffs often glazed with yellow to light green microflora. In one 
notable area (the gorge) vertical landforms dominate and the visual influence of slopes 
disappears. Throughout the entire canyon system, medium-textured, nich green riparian 
vegetation follows the meandering line of a spring time river channel of fast moving 
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lines from surrounding cliffs and steep slopes. The combination of lines, forms, colors, and 
textures found amidst this close association of landforms, water, and vegetation create a scenic 
landscape. From a scarcity standpoint, the V-shaped canyon of sagebrush-grasslands and 
rhyolite geology is not unique to southwest Idaho river or stream canyons. The scenic quality 
of Reynolds Creek Canyon is comparable to that found along other major drainages throughout 
in the southern half of the Owyhee Resource Area on what is known as the Owyhee Uplands. 


Conclusion: 


The Reynolds Creek segment offers a landscape of diverse landforms, vegetation, and water 
that possesses good scenic qualives However, these qualities are not considered to be 
outstandingly remarkable. 


2. Recreation Values 


The Reynolds Creek segment offers backpacking or day-hiking opportunities during the spring 
and fall months. The fall season also brings hunting opportunities. Current recreational use is 
low, and is expected to remain relatively low. The canyon’s scenic qualities and opportunities 
for camping, wildlife viewing, photography, and fishing are expected to attract use only from 

the geographical area (southwest Idaho) and not from the Pacific Northwest (PNW) region. It 
should be noted that Reynolds Creek Canyon is one of the more popular recreation destination 
areas for the regional population of southwest Idaho. 


The Reynolds Creek segment does not contain sufficient flows and appropriate channel 
structure to allow boating opportunities. 


Conclusion: 


Hiking and backpacking opportunities along Reynolds Creek are judged to be a significant 
recreational resource. However, these opportunities are not considered to be outstandingly 
remarkable for southwest Idaho as a whole. 


3. Geologic Values 


Like many of the canyons of southwest Idaho, Reynolds (reek has geologic formations 
predominately of volcanic origin (Miocene). The canyon exposes over | 400 vertical feet of 
rhyolitic welded tufts and tuffaceous sediments. Ongoing weathering and erosion have carved 
some sculptured monolithic cliffs from the rhyolite. The cutting of the canyon has also 
exposed underlying granitic rock from the Idaho batholith. The weathering of granitic joint 
systems has produced “breadloaf™ formations. 
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The geologic features carved by Reynolds Creek are significant features of its canyon, but 
they are not umigue to southwest Idaho. Examples of similar rhyolite features are found 
throughout the Owyhee Mountain Range, Owyhee Canyonlands system, and the Bruncav- 
Jarbidge River system. The canyon systems have rhyolite in much greater abundance, size. 
and diversity that those of Squaw Creek Canyon. The granitic “breadloaf™ features are 
from the upper West Rent Creek areca to the New York Summit area (Jordan Creek 
drainage ). 

Conclusion: 


The geologic features of the Reynolds Creek segment are considered to be significant 
resource values. However, they are not judged to be outstandingly remarkable geologic 
values for southwest Idaho as a whole. 





4. Fisheries Values 


Fisheries inventones conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified two species of fish in the 
Reynolds Creek segment, including speckled dace and redband trout. The redband trout is 
designated a BLM sensitive species. 

Fisheries habitat in the Reynolds Creek segment is presently judged to be in unsatisfactory 
(fair) condition overall because of stream siltation, low summer flows, high water 
temperatures, and the lack of cover (Owyhee MSA). There are, however, stretches of stream 
on both ends of the segment which are in good condition. This condition occurs because of 
the presence of relatively large, deep pools and stable streambanks with adequate cover. 
Efforts are underway along the Reynolds Creek drainage and its headwater streams to further 
improve habitat conditions through changes in the grazing practices. 


Most streams in southwest Idaho suffer from similar fisheries habitat degradation to varying 
degrees. Assuming the BLM is successful in improving fisheries habitat throughout the 
resource area, which streams have the potential to have outstanding fisheries values? An 
outstanding rating should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for 
sufficient flows to produce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly be 
superior to the average good condition stream. It is judged that the Reynolds Creek segment 
has potential as an outstanding fishery. The segment is already close to having an 
outstanding rating if a greater proportion of its length can show improvement to good or 
excellent condition. Fish population numbers and sizes could be superior to the average 
resource area stream because of the channel structure (pooling) of the creek. 


A-294 * Appendix 








Coachusion: 


The Reynolds Creek segment presently has significant fishery s values. However, the values 
are expected to produce outstandingly remarkable fishenes values. 


5. Wildlife Valucs 


The Reynolds Creek segment provides upland and nparian habutats for a number of wildlife 
species including mule deer, cougar, bobcat, smal] ground mammals, reptiles, a host of small 
currently rated as un .+tisfactory (fair), see Owyhee MSA. 


The high. well fractured and otherwise eroded cliffs of the canyons are habitat for cliff 


nesting raptors. Such cliffs are also suspected to support populations of spotted bat and/or 
Townsend's big-eared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 


populations around the Owyhee Reservow of Oregon. 


Generally, deep canyon habitats are considered significant to wildlife species in desert and 
semi-desert environments throughout the western United States. Reynolds Creek Canyon 1s 
similar to a number of major V-shaped drainages flowing northward from the Owyhee 
Mountain Range, cach of which is considered to be of comparable habitat value: but none of 
which are as outstanding as those of the massive, vertical-walled canyon systems that 
network across the Owyhee Uplands in the southern half of the Owyhee Resource Area. 


Conctusion: 
The Reynolds Creek segment has significant local (Owyhee Mountain Range) wildlife values. 
However, these values are not considered to be outstandingly remarkable for southwest Idaho 
as a whole. 


6. Prehistoric Cultural Values 


A cultural resource inventory of the Reynolds Creek segment has not been completed. A 
number of archacological sites have been identified in the Owyhee Mountain Range The 
Cultural Resource Density Predictive Model (Young, 1984) developed for the Boise District 
Class II Cultural Resource Inventory suggests that the stream corridor of Reynolds Creek may 





contain significant cultural resource values. Field work to identify additional sites has not been 
scheduled. 








Conclusion. 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable prehistonc cultural values along the Reynolds Creek 
segment cannot be determined at thes ume 


7. Historic Cultural Values 
There are no known historic sites within the Reynolds Creek segment. 
Conclusion: 


The Reynolds Creek segment does not contain any known histonc resources of outstandingly 
remarkable value 


8. Other Similar Values 

No other outstandingly remarkable values are identified for the Reynolds Creek segment. 
Ill. Eligibility und Classification 

The free-flowing 6.5 miles of the Reynolds Creek segment are not eligible for further 

consideration as a congressionally designated nver because of a lack of outstandingly 

remarkable values. The segment does have potential for outstandingly remarkable fishenes 

values with improvement in habitat condition: If improvement occurs, the stream should be 

reconsidered for wild river eligibility at a future date. Without at least one other existing 

outstandingly remarkable value, the segment should not be identified as eligible at this ume 


Classification Considerations for the Owyhee RMP- 


None. 








Squaw Creek 
Segment N7 
L Physical Description 
1. Location: From cast private property boundary in NW4, Section 30, T. 1 N.. R. 4 W. 
downstream to mouth of canyon at southwest corner of private property in the EZNE4. 
Section 8, T. 1 NR. 4 W. 


2. Length - (preliminarily eligible only): 3.0 miles 


3. Affected Non-federal Lands) None. However. private property at both ends of the stream 
corridor makes public access difficult. 


4. Landscape Characteristics 


This segment begins with Squaw Creek flowing northeastward off of private property 
(developed ranch site) located in a small basin between French John Hill and Buck Mountain 
Interstate Highway 95 lies just west of the stream corridor. The recent (1980s) realignment 
of the highway has left an abandoned roadbed carved into the upper cliffs of Squaw Creek 
Canyon at an clevation of about 400 feet shove the stream channel. Some portion of the 
roadcut is visible from nearly the entire stream segment, except in the lowest reaches of the 
“narrows” at the north (downstream) end of the canyon. 


The topography surrounding Squaw Creek if typical of the ¢veper draimages found along the 
northern flank of the Owyhee Mountain Range where steep, sagebrush-grassiand slopes 
define a V-shaped canyon which on occasion is constricted into vertical walls of rhyolite In 
the case of Squaw Creek, the constriction occurs at the downstream end of the canyon at two 
locations. Each of the “narrows” is just over one-quarter mile long and spaced about one- 
quarter mile apart. At the south (upstream) end of the corndor, the lower and middie 
elevations of the canyon are defined by five small buttes. The western, upper clevations of 


the canyon are predominately that of sheer-wall, rhyolite rock To the cast. the upper canyon 
elevations merge with a mountamous landscape 





Along the stream channel can be found a relatively dense, shrubby mpanan community of 
willow, dogwood, chokecherry, current and rose. 


5. Cultural Modifications 


As previously discussed, much of the corndor is affected by the abandoned Highway 95 
roadbed. The unmaintained roadbed is still passable and presently used for occasional 
administrative access and for off-highway vehicle recreation Other cultural modifications 
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include a livestock fence stretching across the canyon at mile-.25, a jeep trail extending toward 
the stream from the old highway cut at about mile-.75, several fencelines reaching to the upper 
mumrock areas of the camyon from both the cast and west, and the wreckage of a av.nber of 
autos and trucks which met thei fate by plummeting off the old Highway 95. 


6. Existing Land Management Desigaations 


The stream river segment lies within the Hardtnigger Wild Horse Herd “ic. as established by 
the Wild Horse and Burro Act of 1971 (P-L. 92-195). 








IL Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
1. Scenic Valucs 


region of the Owyhee Mountain Range as having Class B scenic quality. This assessment is 
consistent with scenic evaluations conducted for other river and stream corridors during the 

wilderness inventory. However, it should be noted that a small area of Class A scenic quality 
occurs in the area of the “narrows.” The overall scenic character of Squaw Crock Canyon is 
that of Class B quality. 


The scenic landscape of Squaw Creek Canyon is dominated by long. diagonal lines that frame 
triangular forms associated with talus slopes. The slopes have a mosaic of medium-textured, 
yellow and subdued green sagebrush-bunchgrass communities and medium-textured reddish 
colored rhyolite rubble fields. intermixed with the talus slopes are subordinate vertical lines 
and forms of coarse-textured, reddish brown eroded cliffs often glazed with yellow to light 
green microflora. In two notable areas, vertical landforms dominate: at the “narrows” and in 
the upper elevations of the canyon's west wall In the upper wall, however. the natural features 
are significantly marred by the old Highway 95 roadcut. The remnants of vehicles scattered 
along the lower siopes below the old highway also diminish scenic values Throughout the 
entire Canyon system, medium-textured, mch green npanan vegetation follows the meandenng 
line of a spring time nver channel of fast moving brownish, silt laden water with some nffies 
and boulders. During the carly summer, sparkling pools and slow moving water tinted with 
green and brown channel colors reflect blue sky and a blend of forms, colors, and lines from 
surrounding cliffs and steep slopes By late summer. surface water may disappear, somewhat 
dimanishing scenic quality The combination of lines, forms. colors, and textures found amidst 
this close assomation of landforms, water, and vegetation create a scenic landscape From a 
scarcity standpomt, the V-shaped canyon of sagebrush-grasslands and rhyolite geology 1s not 
umigue to southwest Idaho river or stream canyons. The scenic quality of Squaw Creek 
Canyon 1s comparable to that found along other major dramages throughout the Owyhee 
Mountain Range They are less scenic than the mayor nver canyon systems found in the 
southern half of the Owyhee Resource Area on what is known as the Owyhee Uplands 
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Conclusion: 


The Squaw Creck segment offers 2 lamdscape of diverse landforms. vegetaton. and water that 
possesses good scemsc qualspes However, these qualsies are not comsadered to be 
outstandang!y remarkable The scenic quality of the camyon 1s somewhat diminished by 
cultural modificapoms that cannot be rehabilitated 


2. Recreational Valucs 


The Squaw Creek segment offers ba. \-* or day-tuking opportunities during the spring 
and fall mouths The fall season also brings hur ung opportunites. Current recreational use 15 
low, and 1s expected to remain relatrvely low The camyons scenic qualities and opportunites 
for campang. wildlife viewing. and photography are expected tc aftract some use of the stream 
comdor, but only from the geographical area (southwest idaho) and not from the Pacific 
Northwest (PNW) region. Public access to the canyon can be difficult because of topography 
and private land ownersiup Most (tournsts) enjoy the camyon from scenic vistas along 
Highway 9S ht has been suggested that the old Highway 95 roadbed be re-opencd as a scenic 


The Squaw Creek segment does not conta suficent flows and appropnate channel structure 
to allow boating opportunites: 


Conclusion: 


Hiking and backpacking opportunites along Squaw Creek are judged not to be a significant 
recreational resource These opportunities are not considered to be outstandingly remarkable 


for southwest Idaho as a whole 


3. Geologic Values 


Like many of the canyons of southwest Idaho, Squaw Creek has geologic formations 
predominately of volcanic ongin (Miocene) The canyon exposes 600 vertical feet of rhyolitic 
welded tufts and tuffaceous sediments Ongoing weathering and erosion have carved some 
sculptured monolithac cliffs from the rhyolite 


The geologic features carved by Squaw Creek are notable features of its canyon. but they are 
not unique to southwest idaho Examples of similar geologic features are found throughout the 
Owyhee Mountain Range, Owyhee Canyonlands system. and the Bruneau Jartndge River 
system The canyon systems have rhyolite in much greater abundance. size. and diversity than 
those of Squaw Creek Canyon 
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Conclusion: 


The geologic features of the Squaw Creek segment are considered to be significant resource 
values. However, they are not judged to be outstandingly remarkable geologic values for 
southwest Idaho as a whole. 


4. Fisheries Values 


Fisheries inventories conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified two species of fish in the 
Squaw Creek segment, including sucker and dace. 


Fisheries habitat in the Squaw Creek segment is judged to be presently in unsatisfactory (poor 
to fair) condition overall because of stream siltation, low summer flows, high water 
temperatures, and the lack of cover (Owyhee MSA). Efforts are underway along the Squaw 
Creek drainage and its headwater streams to improve habitat conditions through changes in 
grazing practices. 

Most streams in southwest Idaho suffer from similar fisheries habitat concerns to varying 
degrees. Assuming the BLM is successful in improving fisheries habitat throughout the 
resource area, which streams have the potential to have outstanding fisheries values? An 
outstanding rating should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for 
sufficient flows to produce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly be 
superior to the average good condition stream. It is judged that the Squaw Creek segment 
does not have potential as an outstanding fishery. Fish population numbers and sizes would 
not be superior to the average resource area stream. 





Conclusion: 


The Squaw Creek segment presently does not have outstanding remarkable fisheries values. 


Anticipated improvements in habitat conditions are not expected to produce outstandingly 
remarkable fisheries values. 


5. Wildlife Values 


The Squaw Creek segment provides upland and riparian habitats for a number of wildlife 
species including mule deer, cougar, bobcat, small ground mammals, reptiles, a host of small 
currently rated as unsatisfactory (fair); see Owyhee MSA. 


The high, well fractured and otherwise eroded cliffs of the canyons are considered habitat for 


cliff nesting raptors. Such cliffs are also suspected to support populations of spotted bat and/ 
or Townsend's big-eared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 
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areas around the Owyhee Reservoir of Oregon. 


Generally, deep canyon habitats are considered significant to wildlife species in desert and 
semi-desert environments throughout the western United States. Squaw Creek Canyon is 
similar to a number of major V-shaped drainages flowing northward from the Owyhee 
Mountain Range, each of which is considered to be of comparable habitat valuc; but none of 
which are as outstanding as those of the massive, vertical-walled canyon systems that 
network across the Owyhee Uplands in the southern half of the Owyhee Resource Area. 





Conclusion: 

The Squaw Creek segment has significant local (Owyhee Mountain Range) wildlife values. 
However, these values are not considered to be outstandingly remarkable for southwest Idaho 
as a whole. 


6. Prehistoric Cultural Values 


A cultural resource inventory of the Squaw Creek segment has not been completed. A 
number of archacological sites have been identified in the Owyhee Mountain Range. The 
Cultural Resource Density Predictive Model (Young, 1984) developed for the Boise District 
Class [I Cultural Resource Inventory suggests that the stream corridor of Squaw Creek may 
contain significant cultural resource values. Field work to identify additional sites has not 
been scheduled. 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable prehistoric cultural values along the Squaw Creek 
segment cannot be determined at this time. 


7. Historic Cultural Values 
There are no known historic sites within the Squaw Creek segment. 
Conclusion: 


The Squaw Creek segment does not contain any known historic resources of outstandingly 
remarkable value. 
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8. Other Similar Values 

No other outstandingly remarkable values are identified for the Squaw Creek segment. 
Ill. Eligibility and Classification 

The free-flowing 3.0 miles of the Squay. Creek segment are not eligible for further 

consideration as a congressionally designated river because of a lack of outstandingly 

remarkable values. 


None. 
Juniper Mountain Streams 
Segments SSb, S6b, S7c, C2, C3, and C4a 
L. Physical Description 
1. Location 


a. E. and W Forks of Red Canyon Creek: Headwaters downstream to crossing of Bull 
Basin dirt road. 


b. Upper Petes Creek: Headwaters downstream to crossing of Bull Basin dirt road. 
c. Thomas-Smith Creek: Headwaters downstream to confluence with Nickel Creek. 
d. M. Fk. Owyhee River: Headwaters downstream to Oregon stateline. 

¢e. Pole Creek: Headwaters downstream to Oregon stateline. 

{, Squaw Creek: Headwaters downstream to Oregon stateline. 


2. Length (preliminary eligible only): 


a. E. & W. Pk. Red Cyn. Ck.: 16.0 miles 
b. Upper Petes Ck: 11.5 miles 
c. Thomas-Smith Ck.: 23.0 miles 
d. M. Fk. Owyhee River: 19.5 miles 
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Upper Petes Ck. (Cow Ck.) corridor: 40 acres 


T. 12S., R. 5 W., Sec. 26, NEASW4. 
T. 11S. R. 4 W., Sec. 5, SW4SW4. 


T. 11 S., R. 4 W., Sec. 6, S2NE4, SW4NE4, E2SW4, N2SE4. 
Sec. 9, SINW4, N2SW4, N2SE4. 


T. 11 S., R. 4 W., Sec. 10, SEASE4. 


Sec. 11, EZNE4, NEASW4, N2SE4. 
Sec. 12, W2NW4, NEANW4. 


Squaw Creek corridor: 1,240 acres 
T. 10S., R. 5 W., Sec. 18, W2SW4, 
Sec. 19, NINW4, SEANW4, W2NE4, SEANE4, NE4SW4, SEA. 
Sec. 29, W2W2. 
Sec. 30, E2E2. 


Sec. 31, NEANE4. 
Sec. 32, W2NW4. 


State: 
Thomas-Smith Ck. corridor: 240 acres 
T. 11 S., R. 5 W., Sec. 16, SINW4, S2NE4. E2SE4. 
4. Landscape Characteristics 


This stream segment description covers the six major drainage systems that shed water from 
Juniper Mountain located in the southern half of the resource area near the Oregon border, just 
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north of the Owyhee River. The streams feed in all directions from the upper elevations of 
Juniper Mountain to eventually find their way into the Owyhee Rive: via the North, East, and 
Middle Forks of the Owyhee River. 








Juniper Mountain is a volcanic rise located at the southern end of the central rhyolite outcrop 
area of the Owyhee Resource Area. To the north and northeast, the rhyolite outcrop region 
extends across the resource area. To the west, south and east, a mantle of basalt partially 
covers the rhyolite at the base of Juniper Mountain. Originating from springs at the upper 
elevations of the mountain, each of the six stream complexes has abruptly cut V-shaped 
canyons into the face of the mountain; creating a series of somewhat paralleling ridges. The 
ridges are covered with a dense to moderately dense canopy of juniper woodlands intermixed 
The southern ridges sluff long slopes of talus rubble into the canyons of the Red Canyon Creek 
and Petes Creek systems. In places, the slopes consist largely of rhyolite rubble with only a 
scattering of juniper and patches of sagebrush-grassland communities. To the north and cast 
side of the mountain, the rhyolite has been eroded into a mosaic of steep, juniper-covered 
Squaw Creek complexes. Isolated benches and slopes of remanent mahogany, shrub and 
grassland communities exist. In the more sheltered, wetter areas, communities of quaking 
aspen can be found. As elevations decrease, the Squaw Creek drainage cuts a narrow gorge 
shallow chasms of rhyolite that cut across a gently rolling plateau landscape; the landscape of 
both drainage systems becoming more influenced by sagebrush-grassland communities 
possessing Only a scattering of juniper. To the west, the V-shaped canyons of the Middle Fork 
Owyhee River and Pole Creek complexes quickly turn into sheer-walled gorges of rhyolite 
rock monoliths with some areas of rock spires (hoodoo formations). Juniper occupies the 
canyon rimrocks and extends outward across broad, relatively flat ridges; decreasing in size 
and number until expanses of sagebrush-grassland communities eventually dominate the 
landscape at lower elevations. Along each of the stream channels is a ribbon of juniper and 
sedges, and grasses. 


5. Cultural Modifications 





Cultural modifications affecting the stream channels include a scatiering of dirt roads which 
cross the channels. The Thomas-Smith Creek and Squaw Creek drainages are most affected by 
roads due in part to the prevalence of affected private lands. Some of the private lands include 
irrigated meadowlands that draw water from the creeks using small rock check dams and 
earthen canals. Fences are customarily associated with the meadowland developments. The 
most severely affected stream segment is that of the middle portion of Squaw Creek where an 
© ranch site exists. This portion of Squaw Creek was found to be non-cligible during the 
inary eligibility inventory. In the case of the other strearn segments, the roads generally 
« the beginning or end of a segment. Some isolated fencelines also affect the streams of 
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Juniper Mountain. A number of the spring heads from which the streams emerge have been 
developed. 


6. Existing Land Management Designations 


All but the lowermost reaches of Squaw Creek, much of the East Fork Red Canyon Creek. and 
the entire length of the Thomas-Smith Creek system lie within a series of four (4) wilderness 
study areas (WSAs) that cover the north, west and south sides of Juniper Mountain. The 
WSAs include Squaw Creek Canyon WSA, Big Willow Spring WSA, M. Fk. Owyhee River 
WSA, and West Fork Red Canyon WSA. 





IL. Assessment of Outstandingly Remarkable Values 
1. Scenic Values 


The scenic quality assessment completed for the Owyhee Grazing EIS identified the 
geographical area on and immediately around Juniper Mountain as having Class B scenic 
quality. This assessment is not consistent with the scenic evaluations conducted during the 
wilderness inventory process (see Wilderness Scenic Quality Inventory and Evaluation Form). 
The wilderness scenic evaluations determined that the lower portions of Squaw Creek, Pole 
Creek and M. Fk. Owyhee River canyons possess low-Class A scenic quality because of the 
prominence of vertical landforms. These short sections of canyon are of equal scenic quality to 
those of longer, larger, vertical-walled canyons in other WSAs that have been rated as having 
Class A quality. The great majority of the canyon landscapes of Juniper Mountain are of Class 
B scenic quality. The Grazing EIS assessment for visual resources was based on large 
landform areas rather than on small canyon landscapes. 


The canyon systems of the Juniper Mountain stream scgments are generally dominated by the 
triangular forms and prominent diagonal lines associated with |) talus slopes that frame 
medium-textured mosaics of yellow and subdued green sagebrush-bunchgrass communities, 
dark green juniper stands and reddish rubble fields all of which have a scattering of 
indistinctive subordinate lines, or 2) slopes covered with dense stands of dark green juniper 
woodlands of indistinctive lines intermixed with subordinate vertical lines and forms of course- 
textured, brownish, diversely eroded rock escarpments that are often glazed with yellow to 
light green microflora. Along the stream channels are meandering lines of rich green, medium- 
textured riparian vegetation that frames sparkling pools and slow to fast moving water tinted 
with green and brown channel colors. Blue sky and a blend of forms, colors, and lines from 
surrounding cliffs and slopes reflect from the pools. The combination of lines, forms, colors, 
and textures found amidst this close association of landfcrms, water, and vegetation create 
scenic landscapes of good quality. Along the limited number of stream miles, where the 
vertical lines and forms essociated with rock monoliths dominate the landscape in proximity of 
the stream channels, the scenic quality is rated as exceptional. From a scarcity standpoint, the 
juniper/rhyolite rock outcrop country is widespread over the central portion of the Owyhee 
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Resource Area. The most scenic poruions of this geographical area are associated with the 
vertical-walled canyons rather than with the V-shaped topography typical of Juniper Mountain. 
While the vertical-walled canyons found on the lower Pole Creek, Squaw Creek, and M. Fk. 
Owyhee River are as scenic as any in the Owyhee Resource Arca, the amount of Class A scenic 
quality on these river segments in limited. There are a number of Class A scenic canyons 
identified in the resource area which are much longer and of greater size. Therefore, those of 


Conclusion: 





The scenic resources of the Juniper Mountain stream segments are considered to be of 
significant value, but they are not judged to be outstandingly remarkable for southwest Idaho 
as a whole. 


2. Recreational Values 


The stream segments of Juniper Mountain are recognized as contributing factors to the overall 
Taken individually, however, none have landscapes or recreational opportunities that would 
attract visitors from outside the local geographical area of southwest Idaho. The streams do 
provide opportunities for hiking/backpacking and associated secondary activities such as 
visitors for fall hunting activities. There are a number of much larger canyon systems found in 
association with the Owyhee River system which provide higher quality experiences and do 


Water flows and channel characteristics prohibit whitewater boating opportunities on all the 
Juniper Mountain streams. 


Conclusion: 


The Juniper Mountain stream segments taken individually are lacking in outstandingly 
remarkable values. Taken collectively the streams contribute significantly to primitive 
recreation values in the Juniper Mountain WSAs. 


3. Geologic Values 


The Juniper Mountain stream segments have geologic formations of volcanic origin (Miocene). 
The canyon systems generally expose in excess of 400 vertical feet of rhyolitic welded tufts 
and tuffaceous sediments partially capped in places (lower Syuaw Creek) with a thin mantle of 
basaltic flows. Ongoing weathering and erosion have carved a myriad of sculptured 
monolithic cliff walls from the rhyolite, including some areas of “hoodoos” or rock pinnacles 
(Pole Creek mostly). 
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The geologic features carved by the Juniper Mountain stream segments are typical of those 
found throughout the Owyhee Resource Area. The geologic features found in other river/ 
stream segments, such as those ar ociated with the camyon complexes of the Owyhee River 
system and the Bruncau-Jarbidge River system are more extensive and of larger scale. 








Conclusion: 


The geologic features of the Juniper Mountain stream segrnents are not judged to be of 
outstandingly remarkable valuc. 


4. Fishenes Values 


Fisheries inventories conducted for the Owyhee MFP identified four species of fish in the 
Juniper Mountain stream segments, including suckers, dace, sculpins, and redband trout. The 
redband trout is designated a BLM sensitive species. 


Fist»: + habitats in the Juniper Mountain stream segments are judged to be presently in 
unsatisfactory (poor to fair) condition overall because of stream siltation, low summer flows. 
high ‘water temperatures, and the lack of cover (Owyhee MSA). Efforts are underway to 
et ° - 

area. 





Most streams in southwest Idaho suffer from similar fisheries habitat concerns to varying 
degrees. Assuming the BLM is successful in improving fisheries habitat conditions 
throughout the resource area. which streams have the potential to outstanding fisheries 
values? The mere presence of redband trout in an resource area stream does not justify an 
outstanding rating since the species is in most resource area streams. An outstanding rating 
should occur when a particular stream possesses or has the potential for sufficient flows to 
produce fish population densities and sizes which would clearly be superior to the average 
good condition stream. It 1s judged that none of the Juniper Mountain streams have potential 
as outstanding fisheries. Though habitat improvements are expected, these streams would not 
contain flow volumes that could produce fish numbers or sizes notably superior to those of 
the average resource area stream. 

















Conclusion: 


The Juniper Mountain stream segments do not have, nor are expected to have, outstandingly 
remarkable fisheries values. 
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5. Wildlife Values 


The Juniper Mountain stream segments provide upland and mparian habitats for a number of 
wildlife species including mule deer, cougar, bobcat, beaver, muskrat, other smal] ground 
mammals, repules, a host of small birds, raptors, and bats. Habitat conditions are currently 
rated at unsatisfactory (fair to poor), see Owyhee MSA. 


The well fractured and otherwise eroded cliffs of the canyon are considered habitat for cliff 
nesting raptors. Such cliffs could also support populations of spotted bat and/or Townsend's 
big-eared bat (both BLM sensitive species). 


The Juniper Mountain stream segments contain a diversity of nparian and upland vegetation 
species; thereby supporting diverse wildlife populations. Similar conditions exisi in many 
stream corridors of the rhyolite rock outcrop country within the mid-resource area 
geographical area. Generally, the deeper, enclosed canyon habitats are considered more 
significant to wildlife species in desert and serni-desert environments throughout the western 
United States than the more open, V-shaped landscapes that surround most of the Juniper 
Mountain stream segments. Those with vertical relief are relatively small compared to the 
main drainages of the nearby Owyhee Canyonlands complex. While the stream corridors of 
Juniper Mountain are considered significant to the overall diversity of habitats found on the 
mountain, they are not considered of outstandingly remarkable value. 











Conclusion: 


The Juniper Mountain stream segments do not possess outstandingly remarkable wildlife 
values. 





6. Prehistoric Cultural Values: 


A cultural resource inventory of the Juniper Mountain area has not been completed. 
However, a number of archaeological sites have been identified in the area. The Cultural 
Resource Density Predictive Model (Young, 1984) developed for the Boise District Class II 
Cultural Resource Inventory suggests that the stream corridors of Juniper Mountain may 
contain significant cultural resource values. Field work to identify additionai sites has not 
been scheduled. 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable cultural values along the stream corndors of 
Juniper Mountain cannot be determined at this time. 





A-308 * Appendix 








7. Historic Cultural Values 


However, cabin characteristic of those built in the late-19th and carly-20th centuries are 
located on private lands along some of the stream corridors. A full inventory has not been 
done. What sites are available are typical of many sites found on both public and private 
lands throughout southwest Idaho. A judgement cannot be made as to whether any site is 
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) based upon its individual 
Canyonlands region, they would probably qualify for inclusion on the NRHP as contributing 
elements of a Historic Site District centered around carly ranching within the various 
tributaries of the Owyhee River. 


Conclusion: 


No historic resources of outstandingly remarkable value exist with the Juniper Mountain 
stream segments. 


8. Other Similar Values 


No other outstandingly remarkable values are identified for the Juniper Mountain stream 
segments. 


The 89.5 miles of streams on Juniper Mountain are not eligible for further consideration as 
congressionally designated rivers because of a lack of outstandingly remarkable values. 


Classification Considerations for the Owyhee RMP: 


None. 
» ean Creek 
gment S8b 
L. Physical Description 
1. Location: From cast boundary of private property in the NE4SE4, Section 12, T. 10 S., R. 
4 W., downstream to confluence with Current Creek. 








2. Length (preliminary eligible only): 2.0 miles 


3. Affected Non-federal Lands: None. Private lands ncar confluence with Current Creck 
identified in Current Creek documentation. 





4. Landscape Characteristics 


Stoneman Creek flows from a relatively large spring on public lands just south of private 
property in the SE4 of Section 12 at the base of the northern wall of the Owyhee Canyonlands 
plateau. This wall can be viewed from the nearby Owyhee Uplands National Back Country 
Byway. The segment begins when the stream flows castward from the private properties 
parallel to the Byway. The stream remains at the base of the talus slopes formed from the 
plateau's rhyolite wall until it reaches its confluence with Current Creck. The Byway remains 
within one-quarter mile of the stream channei. 


The stream channel is lined with a relatively dense riparian community comprised of willow, 
chokecherry, aspen, dogwood, alder, rose, current, sedges, and grasses. The middie portion of 
the segment, where it comes in close contact to the Byway, the riparian area is customarily 
flooded by active beaver dams. To the north of the Byway is a broad, hilly basin area. The 
basin is flanked on the west by the basaltic rimrocks and rubble slopes that form Nickel 


Table. On the slopes of both Nickel Table and the Owyhee Canyonlands plateau wall is a 
woodland community of juniper. On the more sheltered, north facing plateau wall, juniper is 
associated with stands of mountain shrubs, mountain mahogany and quaking aspen. 





As previously discussed, the stream segment is paralicled by the Owyhee Uplands National 
Back Country Byway: 2 1 lane, maintained gravel road. As the stream approaches within 
about one-quarter mile of Current Creek it enters private property affected by hay meadows 
and the customary fencing, as well as an old cabin site located south of Current Creek just 
downstream of the Stoneman Creek confluence (see segment S8a). The private property at 


the upper end of the segment is undeveloped. 
6. Existing Land Management Designations 


The entire length of the stream segment is within the Owyhee Uplands Byway management 
corridor. The Byway defines the North Fork Owyhee River Wilderness Study Area (WSA) to 


the north. The Deep Creek Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA) affects the 
adjacent Deep Creek -Current Creek confluence. None of the Stoneman Creek segment is 
within the WSA or SRMA. 
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[IL Assesment of Outstandingly Remarkable Valecs 





1. Scenic Valucs 


The scemic quality inventory completed for the Owyhee Grazing EIS identified the basin arca 
surrounding the Stoneman Creek corndor as having Class B scenic quality Thos assesement 
is Consistent with scemc evaluabons conducted for the wilderness inventory. 


The landscape of Stoneman Creck is dominated by the lines. forms. colors and textures of the 


adjacent Owyhee Canyonlands plateau wall, as well as the nearby face of Nickel Table. These 
features are a mixture of both verncal lines and forms of course-textured, brownish to black. 
diversely eroded cliffs. often glazed with yellow to hght green macroflora. and underlying 
tnangular forms and dhagonal lines associated with talus slopes that frame medium-textured. 
yellow and subdued green sagebrush-bunchgrass communities and dart green juniper! 
mourtain mahogany woodland communities. all of which have a scattenng of indistinctive 
hnes. Medium-textured, nch green npanan vegetation follows the meandering line of 

sparkling pools and slow to fast moving water tinted with green and brown channel colors. 
Blue sky and a blend of forms, colors, and lines from surrounding cliffs and slopes reflect 
from the pools. The combination of lines, forms, colors, and textures found amidst this close 
association of landforms, water, and vegetation create a scenic landscape. From a scarcity 

standpoint. the rhryolite rock/jumiper woodland association 1s common throughout the middie 
of the Owyhee Resource Area. The deep, narrow canyons of the mid-resource area region. 

such as those of nearby Current and Deep Creek. represent the best of the scenic rhyolite rock 
outcrop geographic area. The Stoneman Creek corridor can only be described as of “sverage™ 


scenx quality 
Conclusion: 




















The scenic values of the Stoneman Creek segment are recognized as a significant resource. 
but they are not judged to be outstandingly remarkable for the resource area as a whole 


2. Recreational Values 


The Stoneman Creek corridor parallels the Owyhee Uplands National Back Country Byway. 
The Byway is recognized as one the more scenic drives in the Intermountain Basin and is 
expected to attract a lot of recreation use (driving for pleasure and sightseeing activities) on a 
local, regional and national basis. Because of its proximity and onentaton to the Byway 
roadbed, Stoneman Creek offers opportunities for the interpretanon of npanan and wildlife 
values. Such interpretation would contribute significantly to the recreation expenence on the 
Byway A number of other streams associated with the Byway can and will also be used for 
interpretadon. as well as s number of upland sites: 
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Water flows ai! channe! charactensncs make whetewster prevent bosting opportumes. 
Casual, short-term day ‘whing use can be expected m assocuabon with imterpretve stops §=The 
cormndor 1s sot well sustabs: for campeng on public lands 





Conclusion: 


The Stoneman Creek segment contributes to the overall recreabonal expenence (driving for 


pleasure) found along the Owyhee Uplands National Back Country Byway. By itself, the 
segment docs not conta outstandingly remartable recreavon values 


3. Geologic Values 


The Stoneman Creek segment has geological features predominantly of volcan ongi 
(Miocene). The Owyhee Canyonlands plateau wall and the face of Nickel Table expose up to 
600 verucal feet of rhryolinc welded tufts and tuffaceous sediments parually capped in one 
area (Nickel Table) with 2 tun mantle of basaluc flows Ongoing weathenng and crowon 
have carved a myriad of sculptured cliff walls. 


The geologic features associated with the Stoneman Creek corndor are typical of those found 
throughout the rhyolite rock outcrop country covering the entire mid-resource area 
geographical region 


Conchusion: 





The geologix features of Stoneman Creek are act of outstandingly remarkable value. 
4. Fisheries Values 


No fishenes inventones have been conducted along the Stoneman Creek segment. It is 
suspected that the stream contains dace, sucker, shiner, sculpin. and redband trout. The 
redband trout 1s designated a BLM sensitive speoes: 


Pishenes habwtat in the Stoneman Creek segment is pudged to be presently in unsatisfactory 
(far) condimon overall because of stream siltation, high water temperatures. and the lack of 
cover (Owyhee MSA) Efforts are underway to improve habitat condinons through change” 
im grazing practices along the creek 


Most streams in southwest idaho suffer from similar fishenes habitat concerns to varying 
degrees Assuming the BLM 1s successful in improving fishenes hatutat conditions 
throughout the Owyhee Resource Area, which streams have the potential to outstanding 
fishernes values’ The mere presence of redband trout in an resource area stream does not 
jusnfy an outstanding rating since the species is in most resource area streams An 
outstanding rating should occur when a partcular strem posses or has the potential for 
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sufficrem flows to produce fish populanon densities and sizes whach would clearty be 
supenor to the sverage good condipon stream it 1s pudged that Stoneman Creck would not 
have potential as an outstanding fishenes despste anticipated. cooler temperatures. rechaced 
flow volumes that could produce fish sumbers or sizes notably supenor to those of the 
average resource arca stream. 








Conclawon 


Stoneman Creek presently do not possess outstandingly remartable fishenes values. 
Astcipated improvements im habitat conditions are not expected to produce increases in fish 
populabons and sizes that would result im outstandingly remarkable fishenes values. 


5 Wildlife Values 


The Stoneman Creek corndor provides both upland and mparnan habitats for a number of 
wildlife species inchuding. mule deer. cougar. bobcat. beaver, muskrat. other small ground 
mammals. reptiles, a host of small birds. raptors. and bats. Habitat conditions are currently 
rated at unsatisfactory (fair to poor), see Owyhee MSA. 


The high. well fractured and otherwise eroded cliffs of the nearby Owyhee Canyonlands 
plateau wall and of the Nickel Table face could provide habitat for cliff nesting raptors. Such 
chffs could also suppor populations of spotted bat and/or Townsend's big-eared bat (both 
BLM sensitive species). 


The Stoneman Creek corndor contains a diversity of nparian and upland vegetation species. 
thereby supporting diverse wildlife populations. This condition is common to many stream 


corridors in the rhyolite rock outcrop country of the mid-resource area geographical area. 
Generally. the deeper enclosed canyon habitats are considered more significant to wildlife 
species in desert and semi-desert environments throughout the western United S.ates than the 
more open plateau/basin landscape around Stoneman Creck The stream's location in a 
roaded natural recreation setting along a gravel road receiving ever-increasing recreation use 
affects the behavior of at least the larger species, such as mule deer, bobcat and cougar. 
These animals are likely to make limited use of the corridor because of vehicle traffic. The 
stream is, however, noted for the ongoing presence of beaver activity. Several other streams 
in the basin area show similar activity in close proximity to the Byway. This area offers 


excellent opportunities for the interpretation of beaver and thei role in mparian/stream 
ecosystems 


Conclusion. 


The Stoneman Creek corndor possesses significant wildlife values, but they are not 
considered to be outstandingly remarkable for southwest idaho as a hole. 
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6. Prehistoric Cultural Values 





A cultural resource inventory of Stoneman Creek system has not been completed. However, a 
number of archacological sites have been identified in the geographical area. The Cultural 
Resource Density Predictive Model (Young, 1984) developed for the Boise District Class I 
Cultural Resource Inventory suggests that the stream corndor of Stoneman Creek may 

been scheduled. 


Conclusion: 


The presence of outstandingly remarkable cultural values along the Stoneman Creek segment 
cannot be determined at this time. 


7. Historic Cultural Values 

No known historic sites exist on public lands within the Stoneman Creek. A cabin site 
characteristic of those built in the late-19th and carly-20th centuries is located on private 
lands along Current Creek near the Stoneman Creek confluence (see segment S8a). 
Conclusion: 


No historic resources of outstandingly remarkable value exist with the Stoneman Creek 
segment. 


8. Other Similar Values 


No other outstandingly remarkable values are identified for the Current- Corral Creek 
segment. 


II]. Eligibility and Classification 


The 2.0 miles of Stoneman Creek are not eligible for further consideration as congressionally 
designated rivers because of a lack of outstandingly remarkable. 


Classification Considerations for the Owyhee RMP: 


None. 
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Recommendation: it is the recommendation of the interdisciplinary team for the Owyhee 
Resource Management Pian that 163 miles of the 223 miles of eligible river or stream 
segments within the Owyhee Resource Area are suitable for designation as components of the 
management actions described under Alternative E, RECT 3.1. The suitable river/stream 
segments include those listed below. See Map WSR-2E for locations. 





Suitable River/Stream Segments 

Segment No. Segment Name Segment Miles Segment Class. 
Sla< South Fork Owyhee River 28.0 miles 26.5 miles wild 

1.5 miles rec. 

S3a.b,c.f.g East Fork Owyhee River 78.0 miles 66.0 miles wild 
(with small tributaries) 12.0 miles NSR* 

S4/S7a Deep-Nickel Creek 40.0 miles 37.5 miles wild 
2.5 miles scenic 

S8a Current-Corral Creek 12.0 miles 7.5 miles wild 
1.5 miles scenic 

3.0 miles NSR* 

CSa Lower North Fork 0.5 miles scenic 

Owyhee River 4.0 miles 3.5 miles wild 

CSb Upper North Fork Owyhee 28.5 miles 16.0 miles wild 
River (with small tributaries) 12.5 miles NSR* 


*Note: NSR = Non-suitable recommendation 

The evaluation and suitable determination for each of the six segments is attached to this 
summary document. Also available for cach suitable segment is the proposed legal description 
in both narrative and map form. 


the following: 

$2 Little Owyhee River 9.5 miles 
SSa/S6a Red Canyon-Petes Creek 7.0 miles 
cy Boulder-Rock Creek 11.5 miles 
N8 Jump Creek 4.5 miles 
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The evaluation and non-suitable determination for each of the four river/stream segments is 
attached to this summary document. No legal description of the non-suitable segment corridors 
have been prepared. 


The cost of managing the various eligible river/stream segments with and/or without a national 
river designation is shown in the tabie below: 





Cest of BLM Administration 


Cost Item Suitable Non-suitable 
eiteations Of Designations 1/ Treshenadl 
(Owyhee River) (Owyhee River) (Other Rivers) 


Permitting (Commercial) 2,500 2,50) 0 
Registration (Noncomm.) 2/ 3,500 3,500 0 
River Guide Books/Handouts 
Re-design 5,000 3/ 5,000 0 
Printing 1,000 1,000 0 
Visitor Use Monitoring 5,500 5,500 15,000 4/ 
Designation Implementation 
Mapping (withdrawal) 2,500 ¥/ 0 0 
Publications 
Design 2,500 3/ 0 1,800 4/ 
Printing 5,000 0 200 4/ 
Signing 10,500 3/ 0 2,000 4/ 
Management Plans 
Preparation 20,500 3/ 20,500 3/ 0 
Printing 8,000 3/ 8,000 3/ 0 
Development 
Site Plans 26,000 3/ 20,000 3/ 6,000 3/ 4/ 
Site Construction 150,000 90,000 3/ 300,000 3/ 4/ 
Operation/Maintenance 15,000 9,000 30,000 
Total 257,500 165,000 355,000 
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l/ The cost of river management in the Owyhee Resource Area has been determined on a 
collective basis rather than by individual river/stream segment because al] suitable 
segments will be managed as one river ecosystem (the Owyhee River) under the 
jurisdiction of one special recreation management area (SKMA) pian. All suitable 
development regardless of National River designation in order to protect river values. It 
(1993) for Oregon be amended to include those segments of the Owyhee River in Idaho 
outside the Owyhee River system will be managed through separate SRMA/recreation site 
plans (Jump Creek) or other appropriate resource activity plans. 


2/ Includes cost of day-to-day public information contact. 


3/ One-time expense, all others are annual costs after year-one. 


4/ Includes costs at Jump Creek Recreation Site; assumes full development to mitigate 
recreation use impacts. 
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Segment S1: South Fork Owyhee River 


$1: South Fork Owyhee River from Nevada stateline downstream to confluence with East Fork 
Owyhee River: 28 miles: 








Sila: Nevada stateline downstream to 45 Diversion Dam impoundment: 17.5 miles. 

Sib: 45 Diversion Dam impoundment downstream to mouth of lower camyon: 1.5 miles. 
Sic: Mouth of lower canyon to confluence with East Fork Owyhee River (Segment S3a): 9.0 
miles. 


Suitability Evaluation 


1. Characteristics which do, or do not, make the river corridor a worthy addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System: 


Sub-Segments Sla and Sic are in a highly natural condition and possess outstandingly 
remarkable recreational values (outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and 
solitude), as well as cutstandingly remarkable scenic, geologic and wildlife values. Both sub- 
segments have been previously recommended for wilderness designation. The river corridor 
consists of a steep to vertical-walled canyon ranging in depth from 550 to 700 fect. As it 
flows toward its confluence with the East Fork Owyhee River, the corridor (lower canyon) 
develops into a two-tier canyon landscape where a broad basin (Juniper Basin) is defined by a 
nearly continuous vertical rimrock of basalt. Cutting a very meandering course through the 
basin, the South Fork Owyhee River has carved out a 300 to 400-foot sheer wall gorge into 
underlying rhyolite rock that eventually joins with that of the East Fork gorge to form the 
“Grand Canyon of the Owyhee River” (see East Fork Owyhee River suitability assessment). 
Within the inner gorge of the South Fork (both Sub-Segments S1a and Sic) can be found 
areas of rhyolite pinnacle formations known as “hoodoos.” 





Sub-Segment S1b lies between the upper and lower canyons, and contains a broad basin area 
where the canyon topography has opened up due to the erosional possesses brought about by 
the joining of the large sister canyon of the East Little Owyhee River. Nestled in the basin 
along the east shoreline of the South Fork Owyhee River are the private properties of the 45 
Ranch with its dirt access roads, fences, hay fields and several buildings occupied on a year- 
round basis. Adjoining these lands are public lands containing a diversion dam and canal/dirt 
road along the South Fork just upstream of the ranch site. The 45 Ranch serves as base 
property for grazing livestock on surrounding public lands. This stretch of river contains 
outstandingly remarkable recreational, scenic and wildlife values. 


Further detail on the characteristics of the South Fork Owyhee River corridor are contained in 
the cligibility assessment. 


A-318 * Appendix 








2. Current status of landownership and uses within the river corridor. 
A. Total acres within corridor: 8,960 acres (average 320 acres per river mile): 


BLM-administered: 8,560 acres 
Private ownership: 400 acres (two parcels) 
State ownership: nonce 


There is 6.3% of the river segment's length in private property. Of the acreage 
contained in the river corridor, only 4.5% involves private property. No State lands are 
contained within the river corridor. 


3. Current management situation: 


Both Sub-Segments Sia and Sb are located within the Owyhee River Canyon WSA ID-16- 
48B and South Fork Owyhee River WSA ID-16-53 which are being managed under the BLM 
Wilderness IMP. The entire river corridor is also contained within the existing Owyhee River 
Bighorn Sheep ACEC and the Owyhee Canyonlands SRMA. The upper and lower canyons of 
the river corridor lie mostly within a VRM Class I area that will have mostly a “closed” off- 
highway vehicle designation, where the protection of primitive recreation settings is a 
management objective. The lands adjoining the access road into Coyote Hole in Sub- 


Segment Sla is to be managed for VRM Class I] and a semi-primitive motorized setting. The 
45 Ranch area (Sub-Segment $1b) will have a VRM Class I] designation with OHV use 


limited to existing roads and jeep trails; where the maintenance of semi-primitive motorized 
recreation setting is a primary management objective. 


A. Transportation, facilities and developments 


The river corridor is accessible by vehicle at only two locations within idaho. The 
southerly access is in Sub-Segment Sic where a primitive dirt road enters the canyon 
from the cast to access the private property at Coyote Hole. Several dirt roads and 
jeep trails reach to the rimrock of the upper canyon as well, but do not enter the 
canyonlands. The primary northerly access is at the 45 Ranch and includes a crossing 
of the South Fork within the private properties at the confluence of the East Little 
Owyhee River. Several primitive dirt roads extend from the ranch site along both 
sides of the river below the confluence. Above the confluence, a dirt road services the 
diversion canal on the north side of the river. A couple of jeep trails that lie north of 
the 45 Ranch area traverse the upper elevations of Juniper Basin (west side) in the 
lower canyon area but do not enter the proposed corridor boundary. 





Coyote Hole has historic ruins of a stone building and juniper/willow curral. These 
ruins are considered of both recreational and cultural value. 
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The 45 Ranch is a year-round active ranch site comprised of several buildings, hay 
meadows, fences and dirt road network extending along about 1.25 miles of the river's 
cast and north shoreline. The owner proposed to bridge the South Fork on private 
property to allow high-water access to the west shoreline. Additional stone building 
ruins are located upstream of Coyote Hole on public lands at “Bull Camp.” 





B. Recreation activities and visual quality 


Recreation management in the South Fork Canyon is directed by the Owyhee River 
Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA) Management Plan (1983). The plan 
established an interim carrying capacity for springtime float boating activities to 
assure the protection of outstandingly remarkale primitive recreation and wildlife 
values. Presently, float boat use (both commercial and noncommercial) is at less than 
10% of the interim carrying capacity and is expected to remain below this capacity for 
many years. Associated secondary activities include dispersed primitive camping. 
hiking. fishing. sightseeing. nature study and photography. Semi-primitive recreation 
opportunities are enjoyed via the few dirt roads that enter or approach the river 
corridor. These opportunities include OHV travel, hunting and rock hounding as well 
as the secondary activities previously mentioned. 


The South Fork Canyon has been rated as Class A scenic quality (BLM Handbook H- 
8410-1). Its outstandingly remarkable scenic quality is attributable to its diversity in 
geological and vegetative landscapes, the prominence of vertical landforms, and the 
presence of water. The scenic quality of the canyon contributes significantly to the 
area's outstandingly remarkable recreational values. 


C. Livestock grazing 


The South Fork Owyhee River corridor affects portions of three (3) livestock grazing 
allotments (MIC categories noted): 


0629 - “45” (1) 
0584 - Garat (1) 
0524 - Garat Individual (1) 


D. Stream flow/water quality 


The South Fork Owyhee River is a perennial water course with flows ranging from just 
under 100 cfs in late summer to a historic high of about 15,000 cfs in 1984 and 1993. 
During normal water years, flows are sufficient to contribute to the river corridor’s 
outstandingly remarkable values. 
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Water quality on the South Fork is typical of that found in association with desert 
rivers of the Interbasin Region where low flows, high summer temperatures, siltabon 
(mostly springtime) and livestock use of adjacent lands diminish water quality. The 
BLM is unplementing Best Management Pracoces (BMPs) to improve overall water 
quality. 


4. Associated resource valucs: 





A. Wildlife and fishenes 


The river corridor is judged to have outstandingly remarkable wildlife values. The 
canyon as a whole support a large diversity of wildlife species and is critical to the 
overall ecosystem of southwest Idaho. The habitats of the camyon provide for mules 
deer (crucial mule deer winter range), cougar, bobcat, raptors, small ground mammals 
(including shrews), reptiles, small birds, bats, and a large population of California 
bighorn sheep. The California bighorn sheep habitat of the South Fork is considered 


of national significance. Several of these species, including bighorn, are BLM 
sensitive. 


The waters of the river segment support populations of muskrat. river otter, nesting 
waterfow! and redband trout. River otter and redband trout are also special status 
species. The South Fork corridor is recognized as a regionally significant waterfow! 
nesting areca. 


B. Vegetation 


The canyon of the South Fork is comprised of a sagebrush-bunchgrass vegetation 
community in generally good to pristine condition, except in the vicinity of the 45 
Ranch. In the vicinity of the 45 Ranch vegetative conditions are poor. Ai the ranch 
site itself, irrigated hay meadows are the predominate vegetation. The South Fork 
Canyon has no woodland or timber resources other than a few widely scattered juniper 
trees. A number of special status or sensitive plant species exist within the river 
corridor. 


C. Geology 


The South Fork Canyon is predominately Miocene rhiyolitic welded tuffs and 
tuffaceous sediments capped with a thin mantle of basaltic flows. The river has either 
cut vertically into the rhyolite to form verticai-walled gorges which have areas of 
numerous pinnacies or hoodoos, or has eroded the overlying basalt into steep talus 
slopes that bury the rhyolite strata. The hoodoo formations, in combination with other 
geological formations, give the canyon outstandingly remarkable geologic values of 
national significance. 
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D. Cauleural resources 


The South Fork corndor contains several archacological sites of historic value, 
including those at Bull Camp, Coyote Hole, and the 45 Ranch. The historic ruins 
found on the sites contribute significantly to the overall recreation expenence 
available in the canyon (see Section B.4). Prehistoric sites are also present in 
association with rock shelters anc camyon rimrocks. None of these sites has been 
individually nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. 


E. Wilderness 


The South Fork corridor contains most of the features which give the Owyhee River 
Canyon and South Owyhee River Canyon WSAs their wilderness character. The river 
camyon is the major attraction in the WSAs: providing both outstanding opportunities 
for solitude and primitive recreation. The two WSAs have been found to be suitable 


for wilderness designation. 
5. Existing or potential conflicting uses: 
A. Energy and minerals 


There are currently no mining claims on file for any lands within the river corridor. 
The locatable mineral potential has been rated as low. The corridor also has low 
potential for the occurrence of fluid minerals. Small warm springs (about 80 degrees 
F) seep into the river channel, but the river segment is judged to have a low potential 
for the development of geothermal resources. 


B. Water resource development 


The river corridor has no site reserve for water power or storage development. The 


potential for power/irrigation site development is considered low due to the limited 
supply of water available in the South Fork watershed. 


Sub-Segment $1b contains a small diversion dam (T. 14 S., R. 5 W., Sec. 25, SEASE4) 
which canals water along the cast shoreline of the river to service hay meadows at the 
45 Ranch. A State water right and BLM right-of-way exists on the diversion facilities. 
The dam does not unduly impede navigation on the river during the springtime 
recreational float season. Low water use requires the lining or portaging of small 
craft. 








: Po 
C. Aircraft overflights 


Operations Area of southwest idaho which is administered by the Mountain Home Air 
Force Base. High speed, low-clevation flights over the river segment occur on a 
regular basis, affecting mostly camyoniands near the 45 Ranch The flights cause a 
temporary disrupuon in the canyon's otherwise outstanding opportunities for solitude. 
Present use levels are not considered a significant impact to the river corridor’s 
solitude opportunities. However, a proposal to intensify the use of the MOA by 
placing a targeting site(s) to the cast of the South Fork Canyon (Garat plateau) is 
expected to severely jeopardize the canyon's solitude opportunities by substantially 
increasing the frequency of aircraft overflights throughout the length of the river 
segment 


6 Reasonably foreseeable irapacts if designated or not designated 


National river designation by itself will have little impact on the existing or future conditions 
of natural or recreational resources within the river segment. Changes in natural resource 
conditions will be driven by efforts to improve the overall quality of nparian systems within 
the river segment through changes in grazing management regardiess of any type of 
congressional designation. Improved riparian conditions will translate into improved water 
quality and wildlife habitat, as well as improved scenic and primitive recreational values. 
Recreation management actions wil! key in on protecting existing nonmotorized 
opportunities through minimal portal facility development at launch sites and through visitor 
use supervision and compliance. Again, these actions could occur regardless of a national 
niver designation. 


Resource opportunities which would be curtailed or prohibited by a national nver designation 
include mineral/energy exploration and development, and water development projects for 
irrigation storage or power. However, the potential for these opportunities is considered low 
within the South Fork Owyhee River segment. 















7. Public, State, local and Federal interest in the designation of the river corridor: 


Interest has been shown by State and Federal agencies, and by local publics for river 
designation. The designation would be managed by the Bureau of Land Management: No 
other Federal, State or local agencies would be affected. No apparent tribal interests are 
affected 


The BLM would seek recreational and/or scenic easements, or fee tithe acquisiton through 


exchange or purchase, on the 400 acres of private property. The BLM recognizes the need to 
support the continued viable operation of the 45 Ranch and its diversion dam nght-of-way 
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The BLM has approached the 45 Ranch owners to establish a boat launch site at the north end 
of their properties under a recreational casement agreement. The BLM wishes to explore 2 
cooperative agreement with the owners of Coyote Hole for the preservation and eventual 
restoration of its historic structures even if lands are not acquired 


8 Estimated cost for the admunistraton and development of the river corndor 


A Anticipated funding requirements for the South Fork Owyhee River 


See the River Suitability Summary document for estimates of funding needs for the 
management of the vanous cligible rivers in the Owyhee Resource Arca. 


B. Potential fee title acquisitions or cxchanges. or purchases of recreational/scemic 
easements 


Exchanges: none 
Easements: 45 Ranch: $208,000 for scenic/recreational casement. 


Acquisition: Coyote Hole: $1000,000 - willing seller only. 
9. Ability of the BLM to manage the river corridor as a National River designation: 


The river corridor is geographically isolated within a deep canyon with few vehicle access 
points. Only two parcels of non-federal land exist within the camyon, both of which are 
accessed by existing dirt roads. Cooperative management with landowners, including 
possible easements. can ensure compatible use and/or development of private inhoidings 
Recreation use af present is very low due to seasonal use restrictions imposed by the natural 
environment. Designation will bring increased notonety and subsequent increased interest in 
recreation activities along the river corndor Limited physical access combined with limiting 
natural factors will allow the BLM to provide adequate recreation management. 


The two vehicle routes into the South Fort Canyon will be mamtaimed for reasonable access. 
including public access to the 45 Ranch launch site. No new road construction would be 
allowed in the wild river Sub-Segments S!a and Sic Reconstruction or realignment of roads 
in Sub-Segment $1b would be allowed to establish the 45 Ranch launch site and meet the 
operational needs of the 45 Ranch. including the possible bndging of the South Fork channe! 
and required maintenance of the diversion canal access road Such management provisions 
would require a recreational classification 
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Recreational development would be mammal Facilsnes would be lemuted w the 45 Ranch 
launch site (toilet, 2-3 fire grills im a small camping area, small parking area, access road. 
kbosk/registrapon box. and other small signing). darecnonal signs on access rouies. and 
warning signs above the 45 Dam No trail development will occu along the nver 


10 Histancal or existing nghts whach could be adversely affected 


No historical or existing nghts would be adversely affected by the namonal designapon The 
right-of-way for the “4S” diversion dam will continuc. The BLM will negotiate for 
recreatonal and scemc casements which would allow for continued hustor uses of private 


imholdings, or will seek fee uthe acquisipon with a willing sciler 
11. Other issues and concerns identified in the land use planning process: 





A. Addsponal dnfi fencing may be required along the canyon mmrocks to control 
livestock access to the river channel, but amy cross-fencing of the river and tributary 
streams within the defined cormdor would be prohibted (Note one cross-channe! 
fence presently exists at the north end of the 45 properties which is put in service 


dunng low water penads ) 


B. Methods of fire fighting will be limited. Use of heavy equipment would be protubued 
im the wild designation (Sub-Segment Sla and Sic) Heavy equipment can be 
approved wih discretion im the recreational section (Sub-Segment §!b) to protect life 
and property at the 45 Ranch. 


C. The restoranon of cottonwood communities along the South Fork should be given 
consideration. 


D. Military overflights offer the greatest potential for adverse impacts to recreabon 
values within the river cormdor Cooperative managemeat efforts with the Au Force 


could produce flight operatonal patierns which might mitigate these impacts. 


Suitatihty Determination 


ht is the BLM’s recommendation to the Secretary that the enure 28-mule length of the South 
Fork Owyhee River (Segment S|) is suitable for designation as a component of the National 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System. There are 26.5 miles (Sub-Segments Sia and Sic) which 
should be managed under a wild classification There are | 5 miles in Sub-Segment $1b which 
should be managed for a recreational classification The national mver designation would 
recognize the nationally significant nver values of the nver segment as being of equal quality 
to those of river segments already congressionally designated of recommended for designaton 
im the Owyhee River system of Oregon, idaho and Nevada 





m™ 


Segment S2: East Litthe Owybee River 


S2: Bas Litt Owyhee River: Prom the cast ond of the Star Valicy Ranch properties 
downstream to the confluence with the South Owyhee River 9.5 miles. 


Suatathbty Evabuaton 


1. Ciseracteristics which do, or do not, make the river corridor a worthy addition w the 
Nawonal Wild and Scemax Rivers System 


The East Litthe Owyhee River segment (Segment $2) is recognized as an cligible river only 
for its outstandingly remarkable wildlife values these values existing primaniy because of 
the nver camyon bes within the Calforma tughorn sheep habutat area of the Owyhee 
Canyonlands system. The river segment is not recogmzed as being outstandingly scenx or 
possessing Cutstanding recreational values. The East Little Owyhee River cuts a narrow 
(about one-quarter mile wide) gorge imto a high plateau landscape consisting of a basalt 
mantle and underiying rhyolite rock. The canyon walls at the upper end of the segment reach 
to a height of 400 feet. In the lower elevations of the gorge the rhyolite mses vertically from 
within cor near the river Channel to form highly fractured rock monoliths which take on 
columnar forms. few, however, have croded sway from the cliffs to form “hoodoos™ as is 
common throughout the Owyhee Canyonlands system Above the inner gorge. basalt rubbic 
forms steep talus slopes that rise to a nearly conunuour, vertical basaltic rimrock. Within the 
first three miles of the camyon. four relatively large side draws help shape the canyon's 
topography Rhyolite cliffs remains a domunam feature at the lower elevations After mile 
three. the rtryolite generally becomes submerged beneath a blanket of basaltic rubble as the 
camyon widens to a about one-half mile The landscape becomes that of a 700-foot deep, V- 
shaped, talus sloped camyon capped by a nearly continuous vertical-walled rimrock The talus 
slopes are relatively eventy laid and are covered with a mosaic of sagebrush-grassiand 
communities and rock rubble fields which are only occasionally broken by small. vertical. 
walled outcropping of rtryolite or heaps of basalt rubble The underlying rhyolite bedrock 
does not re-emerge from the talus slopes im large amounts unui! about | 5 miles upstream of 
the confluence with the South Fork Owyhee River 


Purther detail on the characteristics of the East Litthe Owyhee River corridor are contained in 
the chgibthty assessment 


2 Current status of landownersiup and uses within the river corndor 
A. Total acres within corridor approximately 3,040 acres (average 320 acres per river 
mile) 
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BLM-edministered =2.840 acres 
rtivate ownersiup: 40 acres (one parcel) 
Semte ownersiup: 160 acres 


There is 2.6% of the river segment’s length in private property. Of the acreage 
contained in the river corridor, only 1.3% involves private property. State lands 
comprise 10.5% of the river corridor’s length and 5.3% of its acreage. 


3. Current management situation 


Most of the East Little Owyhee River segment lies within the Little Owyhee River WSA ID- 
16-48C_ The State land arce of the beginning of the segment is not within the WSA. The 
sortheramost stretch of the river. from the road crossing downstream, is also not in the WSA. 
ht =, however, withun the boundary of the Owyhee Canyonlands Special Recreation 
Management Area (SRMA). This designation, as well as part of the WSA. is overlapped by 
the Owyhee River Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC). The ACEC designation 
extends up the East Little Owyhee River Canyon for a distance of about 4.5 miles. 


A Transportation. facilines and developments 


Cultural modifications along the East Lith Owyhee River are limited to two areas. In 
the vicinity of the Star Valley Ranch, two fences have been constructed across the 
river. The first is at the very beginning of the river segment (mile-0.1); the other a 
mile-0.7. The first fence skirts along the base of the cliffs to the cast of the ranch site 
and crosses the river at the mouth of the canyon on State of idaho lands. The second 
fence 1s the continuation of a fenceline which crosses the plateau south of the river and 
extends over the canyon mmrock onto the upper clevation talus slopes. This fence also 
lies om State land. Within 0.5 miles downstream of the second fence are two old pack 
trails identified on USGS topographic maps. The condition of these trails is unknown. 


As the river segment merges with the South Fork Owyhee River Canyon, a primitive 
Gin road parallels the East Little Owyhee River. The road extends from the river 
confluence upstream along the west shore of the East Litthe Owyhee River for a 
distance of about 0.75 miles before crossing and climbing castward out of the canyon. 
This road serves as the primary access route onto the “45” Plateau from idaho and is 
pernodically masmtained, however, the use of 4- wheel drive vehicles in required 
because of the steep road grade, etc. As described in the South Fork assessment (sce 
Segment Sia-c), there is a small corral at the river confluence. 














B. Recreation activities and visual quality 


The East Little Owyhee River is not, from a logistical standpoint, a boatable stream. 
The canyon can be readily backpacked in the spring months when water remains 
available. However, the scenic quality of the canyon is not considered high enough to 
attract recreation users. Most backpacking use of the Owyhee Canyonlands system 
occurs in the more scenic major tributary canyons. This assessment is consistent with 
that of the wilderness inventory: the East Litthe Owyhee River WSA lacks outstanding 
opportunities for primitive recreation values, though is does possess outstanding 

or local significance. 


The scenic quality of the East Litthe Owyhee River Canyon has an overall low-Class B 
scenic quality (BLM Handbook H-8410-1). This ranking is due to a limited diversity 
of geological and vegetative landscapes and the subordination of vertical forms to 
talus slopes. A lack of water and/or a lack of water quality is also a contributing 
factor. The river segment’s scenic values are not of local, regional or national 

sonifi 


C. Livestock grazing 


The East Little Owyhee River corridor affects portions of two (2) livestock grazing 
allotments (MIC categories noted): 


0629 - “45” (1) 
0661 - Tent Creek (1) 


D. Stream flow/water quality 


The East Little Owyhee River is a perennial water course, yet its flows are readily 
subject to “dry up” in below normal water years. Flows range from summer pooling 
(with subsurface movement) to an historic high estimated at under 1,000 cfs in 1984 
and 1993. During normal water years, flows are not sufficient to contribute to the 
quality of the river corridor. 


Water quality on the East Litthe Owyhee River is typical of that found in association 
with smaller desert rivers of the Interbasin Region where extremely low flows, high 
summer temperatures, siltation (mostly springtime) and livestock use of adjacent 
lands diminish water quality. The BLM is implementing Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to improve overall water quality. 
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4. Associated resource values: 
A. Wildlife and fisheries 


The river corridor is judged to have outstandingly remarkable wildlife values 
primarily because it contains a portion of the nationally significant California bighorn 
sheep habitat of the Owyhee Canyonlands complex. The river canyon also provides 
upland and nparian habitats for a number of wildlife species including mule deer, 
cougar, bobcat, smal] ground mammals, reptiles, a host of small birds, raptors, and 
bats. River otter, beaver, and muskrat may use the river's lower reaches near the 
confluence with the South Fork Owyhee River on a seasonal basis when flows are 
sufficient (spring and carly summer). Several of these species, including bighorns, are 
BLM sensitive. 





Fisheries habitat conditions in the lower East Litthe Owyhee River segment have not 
been inventoried. However, because of limited flows, the river segment is presently 
judged to be of limited value as a fishery resource. Efforts are underway to improve 
habitat conditions through changes in grazing practices. While such efforts may 
improve flow levels (at least seasonally), reduce siltation, decrease temperatures, and 
enhance cover, what the overall benefit to fisheries will be on this segment cannot be 
speculated. 


B. Geology 


Like most of the Owyhee Canyonlands, the East Litthe Owyhee River segment has 
geologic formations of volcanic origin (Miocene). The river exposes over 700 feet of 
basaltic flows in combination with underlying rhyolitic welded tuffs and tuffaceous 
sediments. Ongoing weathering and erosion of the basalt and rhyolite has created a 
mixture of sculptured rock formations and talus rubble fields. The river segment's 
geological features contribute to the overall geological value of the Owyhee River 
system. However, the formations found in association with the East Little Owyhee 
River are the least diverse of any river segment in the region (southwest Idaho). The 
geological values are not considered of local, regional or national significance. 











C. Cultural resources 


There are numerous prehistoric archacological sites which have been discovered along 
the rimrock areas, or in association with rock shelters or streamside habitation, within 
the Owyhee Canyonlands system. Canyon areas such as those of the East Little 
Owyhee River may contain a number of sites of unknown significance. Intensive 
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undertaken nor are they currently planned. There are no known historic sites along the 


D. Wilderness 


The East Little Owyhee River corridor contains most cf the features which give the 
Little Owyhee River WSA its wilderness character. The river canyon is the major 
primitive recreation. The lower 4.5 miles of the river canyon and surrounding plateau 
habitat for bighorn sheep have been found suitable for wilderness designation. 


5. Existing or potential conflicting uses: 
A. Energy and minerals 


There are currently no mining claims on file for any lands within the river corridor. 
The locatable mineral potential has been rated as low. The corridor also has low 
potential for the occurrence of fluid minerals. No geothermal resource development 
potential is known to exist. 


B. Water resource development 


The river corridor has no site reserve for water power or storage development. The 
potential for power/irrigation site development is considered low due to the limited 
supply of water available in the East Litthe Owyhee River. 


C. Aircraft overflights 


Operations Area of southwest Idaho which is administered by the Mountain Home Air 
Force Base. High speed, low-clevation flights over the river segment occur on a 
regular basis, affecting mostly canyonlands near the 45 Ranch. The flights cause a 
temporary disruption in the canyon’s otherwise outstanding opportunities for solitude. 
Present use levels are not considered a significant impact to the river corridor’s 
solitude opportunities. However, a pruposal to intensify the use of the MOA by 
placing a targeting site(s) to the east of the river segment (Garat plateau) is expected 
to severely jeopardize the canyon’s solitude opportunities by substantially increasing 
the frequency of aircraft overflights throughout the length of the river segment. 
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6. Reasonably foreseeable impacts if designated or not designated: 


National river designation by itself will have little impact on the existing or future conditions 
of natural or recreational resources within the river segment. Changes in natural resource 
conditions will be driven by efforts to improve the overall quality of riparian systems within 
the river segment through changes in grazing management regardless of any type of 

quality and wildlife habitat, as well as improved scenic and recreational values. 

Resource opportunities which would be curtailed or prohibited by a national river designation 
irrigation storage or power. However, the potential for these opportunities is considered low 
7. Public, State, local and Federal interest in the designation of the river corridor. 

Interest has been shown by State and Federal agencies, and by local publics for river 
protection and/or designation. The designation would be managed by the Bureau of Land 


Management. No other Federal, State or local agencies would be affected. No apparent tribal 
interests are affected. 


The BLM would seck recreational and/or scenic easements, or fee title acquisition through 
exchange or purchase, on the 40 acres of private property. The BLM will also seek ownership 
of the 160 acres of State neld lands through the ongoing BLM/Idaho exchange program. 
8. Estimated cost for the administration and development of the river corridor: 

A. Anticipated funding requirements for the East Litthke Owyhee River: 


See the River Suitability Summary document for estimates of funding needs for the 
management of the various eligible rivers in the Owyhee Resource Area. 


B. Potential fee title acquisitions or exchanges, or purchases of recreational/scenic 
easements: 


Exchanges: Tent Creek area: 
$0 as part of larger Idaho/BLM land exchange. 


Easements: 45 Ranch: 
None (see easements under South Fork Owyhee River suitability assessment). 


Acquisition none 
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9. Ability of the BLM to manage the river corridor as a National River designation: 


The river corridor is geographically isolated within a deep canyon with only one vehicle 
access point. Only two parcels of non-federal land exist within the canyon, one of which is 
accessed by an existing dirt road. Cooperative iaanagement with the landowner, including 
possible easements, can ensure compatible use and/or development of the private inholding. 
Recreation use al present is very low due to seasonal use restnictions imposed by the natural 
with limiting natural factors will allow the BLM to provide adequate recreation management. 


The vehicle route across the East Litthe Owyhee River will be maintained for reasonable 
access, including public access to the 45 Ranch. No new road construction would be allowed 
in the river segment. Reconstruction or realignment of the affected road would be allowed to 
occur to meet the operational needs of the 45 Ranch and retain adequate access by the general 
public. Such management provisions would require a recreational classification in the lower 
end of the river segment (South Fork confluence). 


10. Histoncal or existing nights which couid be adversely affected: 


No historical or existing rights would be adversely affected by the national designation. The 
historic uses of private inholdings. 


11. Other issues and concerns identified in the land use planning process: 


A. Additional drift fencing may be required along the canyon rimrocks to control 
livestock access to the river channel, but any cross-fencing of the river and tributary 
streams within the defined corridor would be prohibited. 


B. Methods of fire fighting will be limited Use of heavy equipment would be prohibited 


in any wild designation. Heavy equipment can be approved with discretion in the 
recreational section to protect life and property at the 45 Ranch. 


C. Military overflights offer the greatest potential for adverse impacts to recreation 
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Suitadility Determination 





it is the BLM's recommendation to the Secretary that the entire 9.5-mile length of the East 
Little Owyhee River (Segment S2) is not suitable for designation as a component of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The identified outstandingly remarkable wildlife 
values are not of equal quality to those found on nver segments already congressionally 
designated or recommended for designation im the Owyhee River system of Oregon. Idaho and 
Nevada. Other river values are not of local, regional or national significance. The existing 
SRMA/ACEC designations, as well as a possible wilderness designation, would give adequate 
protection to that portion of the river segment possessing nationally significant California 
tighorn sheep habitat. 


Segment S3: East Fork Owyhee River 


$3: East Fork Owyhee River from western boundary of Duck Valley Indian Reservation 
downstream to Oregon stateline, including four tributary streams. 78 miles: 


S3a: Owyhee River - East Fork (hereafter referred to as the East Fork Owyhee River): Oregon 
stateline upstream to west boundary of Duck Valley Indian Reservation: 66.0 miles. 

S3b: Bald Mountain Canyon Creek: Canyon drop-off near headwaters downstream to 
confluence with Owyhee River: 3.0 miles. 

S3e: Piute Creek: Head of lower canyon at road crossing near Piute Basin Camp downstream to 
confluence with East Fork Owyhee River: 3.0 miles. 

S3f: Juniper Creek: Head of lower canyon at road crossing downstream to confluence with East 
Fork Owyhee River: 3.0 miles. 

S3g: Dukes Creek: Headwaters downstream to confluence with Owyhee River: 3.0 miles. 


Suitability Evaluation 


1. Characteristics which do, or do not, make the river corridor a worthy addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System: 


River Sub-Segment S3a and its associated tributary Sub-Segments $3b,c.f.and g are in a 
highly natural condition and possess outstandingly remarkable recreational values 
(outstanding opportun:ties for primitive recreation and solitude), as well as outstandingly 
remarkable scenic, geologic and wildlife values. All of the sub-segments have been 
previously recommended for wilderness designation. The East Fork Owyhee River Canyon 
(S3a) consists of a steep to vertical-walled canyon ranging in depth from 250 feet on its cast 
end to over 1,000 feet as it approaches the Oregon border on the west. The vertical-walled 
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gorge framing the west end of the river segment below the East Fork's confluence with the 
South Fork Owyhee River (see South Fork Owyhee River suitability determination) is known 
as the “Grand Canyon of the Owyhee River” Within this gorge can be found extensive arcas 
of rhyolite pinnacle formations known as “hoodoos.” This is the most dramatic area of 
“hoodoo” formations within the entire Owyhee River system of Oregon, idaho and Nevada. 
Another spectacular gorge known as Lambert Gorge is located upstream of the South Fork's 
confluence. 





The narrow gorges of Bald Mountain Canyon and Dukes Creek contribute to the spectacular 
geographic/gcological features of the “Grand Canyon of the Owyhee River” The sheer- 
walled topography of Piute and Juniper Creek also geographically embrace the main canyon 
of the East Fork Owyhee River in its upper reaches where rhyolitic monoliths intermingie 
with steep talus slopes as the river channel carves an extremely meandering course. 


Further details on the characteristics of the East Fork Owyhee River and its tributary streams 
are contained in the eligibility assessment. 


2. Current status of landownership and uses within the river corridor: 
A. Total acres within corridor: 22,040 acres (average 276 acres per river mile): 


Private ownership: 440 acres (three parcels) 
State ownership: 640 acres 


There is 2.8% of the river segment's length in private property. Of the acreage 
contained in the river corridor (see attached map), only 2.0% involves private 
property. State lands are contained within 2.9% of the river corridor’s acreage and 


along 1.3% of its length. 
3. Current management situation: 


All river sub-segments (S3a.b.c.f and g) are located within the Owyhee River Canyon WSA 
ID-16-48B, Owyhee River - Deep Creek WSA ID-16-49A, Yatahoney Creek WSA ID-16-49D 
and Juniper Creek WSA ID-16-52. which are being managed under the BLM Wilderness IMP. 
The entire river corndor is also contained within the existing Owyhee River Bighorn Sheep 
ACEC and the Owyhee Canyonlands SRMA. The canyons of the river corridor lie mostly 
within a VRM Class I area that will have mostly a “closed” off-highway vehicle designation; 
where the protection of primitive recreation settings is a management objective. The lands 
adjoining the access roads into Crutcher’s Crossing and Garat Crossing in Sub-Segment S3a 
are to be managed for VRM Class [I and semi-primitive motorizes settings. The El] Paso Gas 
Pipeline corndor (existing nght-of-way) associated with the Garat road crossing will also be 
under VRM Class I] management. 
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A Transportation, facilines and developments 


The river corridor is accessible by vehicle af two primary locations within Idaho. The 
westerly access is in Sub-Segment S3a where 2 primitive dirt road enters the canyon 
from the north and south to access a historic ranch site at Crutcher’s Crossing which is 
now in BLM ownership. The casterly access is at Garat Crossing within Sub-Segment 
S3a where a north-south primitive dirt road crosses the river. The road was 
constructed during the development of the E] Paso Gas Pipeline. The pipeline bridges 
the East Fork Owyhee River at the narrow Garat Gorge just cast of the Garat Crossing 
road. Construction scars from the pipeline being buried im the camyon's steep outer 
slopes is evident to both the north and south Several other dirt roads and jeep trails 
reach to the East Fork's rimrock or into its canyon bottom ncar the Battle Crock 
confluence, st Rickard Crossing (below Deep Creek confluence), and across from the 
Piute Creek confluence. An old abandoned and unusable “OCC” roadbed enters lower 
Piute Creek Canyon (S3e) near its confluence with the East Fork Owyhee River. 


Crutcher’s Crossing (BLM lands), the Battle Creek confluence area (private lands). 
public lands across from the East Fork - Piute Creek confluence, and a small private 
land parcel near “The Tules™ have historic ruins of stone buildings, a water wheel, 
juniper/willow corrals, etc. These ruins are considered of both recreational and 
cultural value. 


Recreation management in the East Fork Canyon is directed by the Owyhee River 
Special Recreation Management Area (SRMA) Management Pian (1983). The plan 
established an interim carrying capacity for springtime float boating activities to 
assure the protection of outstandingly remarkable primitive recreation and wildlife 
values. Presently, float boat use (both commercial and noncommercial) is at less than 
10% of the interim carrying capacity and is expected to remain below this capacity for 
many years. Associated secondary activities include dispersed primitive camping. 
hiking. fishing. sightseeing, nature study and photography Semi-pnmutive recreation 
opportunities are enjoyed via the few dirt roads that enter or approach the river 
corridor. These opportunities include OHV travel, hunting and rock hounding as well 
as the secondary activities previously mentioned 


The East Fork canyonlands system has been rated as Class A scenic quality (BLM 
Handbook H-#410-1). Its outstandingly remarkable scenic quality is attributable to a 
diversity in geological and vegetative landscapes, the prominence of vertical 
landforms, and the presence of water. The scenic quality of the canyon system 
contributes significantly to the arca's outstandingly remarkable recreational values. 
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C. Livestock grazing 





The East Fork Owyhee River corridor affects portions of seven (7) livestock grazing 


D. Stream flow/water quality 


The East Fork Owyhee River is a perennial water course with flows ranging from just 
under 100 cfs in late summer to a historic high of over 10,000 cfs in 1984 and 1993. 
During normal water years, flows are sufficient to contribute to the river corridor’s 
outstandingly remarkable valucs 


Water quality on the East Fork is typical of thet found in association with desert rivers 
of the Interbasin Region where low flows, high summer temperatures, siltation 
(mostly springtime) and livestock use of adjacent lands diminish water quality. The 
BLM is implementing Best Management Practices (BMPs) to unprove overall water 
quality. 


4. Associated resource values: 
A. Wildlife and fisheries 


The river corridor is judged to have outstandingly remarkable wildlife values. The 
canyons as a whole support a large diversity of wildlife species and are critical to the 
overall ecosystem of southwest Idaho. The habitats of the canyons provide for mule 
deer (crucial mule deer winter range), cougar, bobcat, raptors, small ground mammals 
(including shrews), reptiles, small birds, bats, and a large population of Califorma 
bighorn sheep. The California tighorn sheep habitat of the East Fork is considered of 


national significance. Several of these wildlife species, including bighorns, are BLM 
sensitive 


The waters of the river segment support populations of muskrat, river offer, nesting 
waterfowl! and redband trout. River otter and redband trout are also special status 
species. The East Fork corridor is recognized as being of regional significance for ts 
waterfow! nesting habitat. 
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B. Vegetanon 


The camyons of the East Fork and ms wibutary scams are comprised of 2 sagebrush- 
bunchgrass vegetabon community in gencrally good to prune condipon The 
canyons have so woodland or umber resources other than a few widely scattered 
jamiper wees. The East Fork Canyon contains an cxbow canyon formanor known as 


“The Tules.” This arca is « riperien area rich in vegetation diversity and has special 
status species. An ACEC for “The Tules™ is proposed in the Owyhee RMP. 





A aumber of sensitive plant species exist clsewhere within the nver cormdor 
C. Geology 


The East Fork Camyon and its tributanes are predominately Miocene riryolitic welded 
tuffs and tuffaceous sediments capped with a thin mantle of basaltic flows. The river 
has either cut vertically into the rhyolite to form vertical-walled gorges which have 
areas of numerous pinnacies or hoodoos, or has eroded the overlying basalt into steep 
talus slopes that bury the rhyolite strata. The hoodoo formations, in combination with 
other geological formations, give the canyon outstandingly remarkable geologic 
values of national significance. 


D. Cultural resources 


The East Fork corridor contains several archacological sites of historic vabuc, 
including those at Cruicher’s Crossing, the Piute Creck and Battle Creck confluences, 
and “The Tules” area. The historic ruins found on these sites contribute significantly 
to the overall recreation expenence available in the canyon. Prehistoric sites are 
found in association with rock shelters and canyon nmrocks None of these sites has 
been individually nominated to the National Register of Historx Places. 


E. Wilderness 


The East Fork corndor contains most of the features which give the Owyhee River 
Canyon, Owyhee River - Deep Creek, Yatahoney Creek and Juniper Crock WSAs their 
wilderness character The river canyon and its tributary canyons are the major 
attraction in the WSAs providing both outstanding opportunities for solitude and 
primitive recreation. The four WSAs have been found to be suitable for wilderness 
designation 
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5. Existing or potential conflicting uses: 
A. Energy and minerals 


There are currencly mo munang claims on file fur amy lands withen the mver commdor 
The locatable mineral potential bas been rated as low. The corridor also has low 
potential for the occurrence of fluid munecrals. Several warm springs (sbout 80 degrees 
F) seep into the river channel in the Lambert Gorge area. However, overall. the river 


segment has a low potential for the development of geothermal resources. 
B. Water resource development 


The river corridor has no site reserve for water power or storage development. Several 
feasibility studies have been done for dams on the upper East Fork. These dam sites 


were found to be non-suitable The potennal for power/irngation site development is 
considered low due to the limited supply of water available in the East Fork watershed. 


C. Aircraft overflights 


The East Fork Owyhee River corndor lies within the low-clevation Military 
Operatons Area of southwest Idaho which 1s administered by the Mountain Home Aur 
Force Base. High speed, low-clevation flights over the river segment occur on a 
regular basis. The flights cause « temporary disruption im the canyons otherwise 
outstanding opportunities for solitude Present use levels are not considered a 
significamt impact to the river corndor’s solitude opportunities. However. a proposal 
to intensify the use of the MOA by placing targeting sites to the south and north of the 
East Fork Canyon (Garat plateau and Big Springs areas) could severely jeopardize the 
canyon's solitude opportunities by substantially imcreasing the frequency of aircraft 
overflights throughout the length of the nver segment. 


6 Reasonably foreseeable impacts if designated or not designated 


National river designation by itself will have little impact on the existing of future conditons 
of natural or recreational resources within the nver segment Changes in natural resource 
conditions will be driven by efforts to improve the overall quality of mpanan systems witha 
the river segment through changes in grazing management regardless of any type of 
congressional designation improved npanan conditions will translate into improved water 
quality and wildlife habitat. as well as improved swenx and primitive recreatonal values: 
Recreation management actions will key in on protecting nonmotonzed opportunites through 
minimal portal facility development of launch sites. the construction of several short portage 
trails, and through visitor use supervision and comphance Aga. these actions could occur 
regardless of s natonal nver designation 
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Resource opportunites whach would be curtailed of probubuied by 2 nabonal nver deugnaton 
include muncraV/energy cxplorapon and development. and water development projects for 
mngabon storage or power However. the potential for these opportunites 1s comudered low 
within the East Fork Owyhee River segment. 








7. Public, State, local and Federal interest in the designation of the river corndor 


Interest has been shown by State and Federal agencies. and by local publics for nver 
designation. The East Fork Owyhee River was recommended as suitable by the Natonal Park 
Service in 1979. it has subsequently been recommended to Congress for designation by the 
President. The designation would be managed by the Bureau of Land Management. No other 
Federal, State or local agencies would be affected. No apparent tribal imterests are affected. 


The BLM would seek scenic casements or fee uthe acquisspon through exchange or purchase 


for the 440 acres of private property. The BLM wishes to explore a cooperative agreement 
with private property owners for the preservation and eventual restoration of histonc 


structures even if lands are not acquired. 
The BLM will also negotiate for the exchange of affected state lands (640 acres). 
8 Estimated cost for the administration and development of the river corndor 


A. Anticipated funding requirements for the East Fork Owyhee River: 


See the River Suitability Summary document for estimates on funding needs for the 
management of the vanous chgible nvers in the Owyhee Resource Area 


B. Potential fee tithe acquisitions or exchanges, or ~*-~hases of recreational/scenic 
casements 
Exchanges: Juniper Creek: $0 as part of larger idanu/BLM land exchange. 
Easements: “The Tules” and Battle Creek: $220,000 for scenic/recreational 
easements 


Acquisition: “The Tules” and Battle Crock: 
$275,000 (alternative to easements - willing seller only) 


9. Ability of the BILM to manage the river corndor as a National River designation 


The river corridor is geographically isolated within a deep canyon with few vehicle access 
pounts. Only three parcels of non-federal land exist within the canyon. two of which are 
accessed by existing jeep trails Cooperative management with landowners. including 
possible easements. can ensure compatible use and/or development of private inholdings 
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Recresbon use af present 1s very low dur to seasonal use restncboms mmposed by the natural 
eovwonment Demgnaton will bong increased sotonety and subsequent increased mierest in 
natural factors will allow the BLM to provide adequate recreation management 


The two primary vehicle routes (Crutcher’s and Garat Crossing) into the East Fork Canyon 
will be mamtained for public access Reasonable access to pnvate mbholdings will also 
costnuc along cxusting routes No acw road comstrucbon would be allowed mm the nver 
corndor, Reconstructon or realignment of roads at Crutcher’s and Garat Crossing would be 
allowed only to mitigate natural events and ensure public safety Such reahgnments would 
not notably affect the wild character of the river corridor. 


Recreational development would be mimemal 9 Facileves would be lemuted to the Garat 
Crossing launch site (toilet, 2-3 fire grills in a small camping arca, small parking areca, access 
road, kuosk/regrstraton box. and other small sagning). darectonal signs on access routes. and 
warming signs/portage trails around Owyhee Falls and Thread the Needle Rapid No trai! 
aforementioned rapids would occur to mitigate soul/vegetation and visual impacts from 
recteabon use 


10. Historical or existing nghts which could be adversely affected: 


No hestoncal or existing nights would be adversely affected by the national designation The 
existing 25-foot wide right-of-way for the E) Paso Gas Pipeline will continue. The BLM will 
negotuate for recreational and scenx casements which would allow for continued histanc uses 


of private inholdings. or will acquire fee uthe from willing landowners. 
11 Other issues and concerns identified i the land use planning process 


A Additional dnft fencing may be required along the canyon mmrocks to control 
livestock access to the nver channel, but amy cross-fencing of the river and tributary 
streams within the defined corndor would be prohibited 


B Methods of fire fightang will be limited Use of heavy equipment would be prohibited 
under a wild designation 


C The restoration of cottonwood communities along the East Fork can be given 
consideration. 


D. Military overflights offer the greatest potential for adverse impacts to recreation 
values within the river corndor Cooperative management efforts with the Au Force 


could produce flight operatonal patterns which might mitigate these impacts 
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Sestatebty Determenabon 





hts the BLM's recommendation to the Secretary that the entire 66-mule length of the East Fork 


Owyhee River (Segment S3a) is suitable for designation as a component of the Natonal Wild 
and Scenic Rivers System. The entire length can be managed under a wild classification to 


preserve its nabonally and regoonally agnificant mver values. 


The 12 miles of wibutary streams (Bald Mountain Canyon, Duke, Piute and Juniper Crock) are 
not recommended as suitable for individual designaton Of this milcage. the lower | mule of 
Duke Crock, the lower 1.5 miles of Bald Mountain Canyon Crock. the lower 0.5 miles of Piute 
Creek. and the lower 0.75 mules of Juniper Creek would be incorporated within the designated 
boundary for the East Fork Owyhee National Wild River corridor. The national river 
designation for the primary canyon of the East Fork in idaho would recognize that tus mver 
segment has natbonally significant nver values of equal quality to those found within the 
Owyhee Natonal Wild River designation of Oregon. 


Segments $4 & S7a: Deep Creek - Nickel Creek 


$4: Deep Creek: Deep Crock - Mud Flat Road crossing (Deep Creck Crossing) downstream to 


S4a_ Confluence with East Fork Owyhee River upstream to mouth of lower canyon: 10.5 miles. 

S$4b Mouth of lower canyon upstream to mouth of upper canyon 19 0 mules. 

lel ata iene 
miles 


$7: Nickel Creek: Confluence with Deep Creek upstream to the northern subdivision line in the 
SW4SW4, Sec. 25, T. 10S. R. 4 W.: 8.0 miles. 


Suttatility Evaluation 


1. Characteristics which do, or do not, make the stream corridor a worthy addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System: 


Deep Creek (Segment S4a.b,c) and its associated tributary stream of Nickel Creek (Segment 
S7a) are in a highly natural condition and possess outstandingly remarkable recreational 
values (outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and solitude). as well as 
outstandingly remarkable scenic, geologic and wildlife values Deep Creek originates at 
Deep Creek Crossing where Nip and Tuck Creek and Hurry Back Crock join. At the road 
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crossing, Deep Creek disappears into a shallow sheer-walled canyon and meanders for about 
2 miles before reaching its confluence with Current Creek (see the Current Creek suitability 
assessment). At the confluence, the landscape is that of a cultivated hay meadow. At mile- 
2.5, Deep Creek becomes engulfed in a narrow, vertical-walled canyon lined with a rimrock 
area of climax juniper woodlands and rhyolite pinnacle formations known as “hoodoos.” 
Along its shoreline, Deep Creek in embraced by a dense riparian area predominaicly 
comprised of willow. The canyon remains under the influence of eroding rhyolite walls until 
just before its confluence with Nickel Creek, where an overlying mantle of crumbling basalt 
forms steep talus slopes below a short, vertical rimrock face. A similar landscape is found in 
lower Nickel Creek until a couple of miles above Nickel Creek Crossing. The upper reaches 
of the Nickel Creek are contained in a narrow but shallow, sheer-walled water course 
blanketed with mparian (predominately willow) vegetation. 


Below the confluence, Deep Creek travels through a more open, rolling plateau area until it 
once again submerges into the plateau landscape to carve out a 600-foot deep, extremely 
meandering, vertical-walled rhyolite canyon that eventually joins with the canyonlands of the 
East Fork Owyhee River (see the East Fork Owyhee River suitability assessment). Unlike the 
upper canyon, the lower canyon is generally void of juniper and hoodoos. It is defined by 
massive rock monoliths glazed with colorful micro-flora and has a narrow ribbon of grass/ 


For more detail on the characteristics of Deep Creek and Nickel Creek, see the eligibility 
assessment. 





2. Current status of landownership and uses within the stream corridor: 
A. Total acres within corridor: 9,260 acres (average 232 acres per stream mile): 


BLM-administered: 8,320 acres 
Private ownership: 600 acres (six parcels) 
State ownership: 340 acres 


There is 6.9% of the stream segment's length in private property. Of the acreage 
contained in the stream corridor (see attached map), only 6.5% involves private 
property. State lands are contained within 3.7% of the stream corridor’s acreage and 


along 3.1% of its length. 
3. Current management situation: 
A portion of the middle Deep Creek Segment $4b is located within the Upper Deep Creek 


WSA ID-111(16)-44B. The lower Deep Creek Segment 54a is within the Owyhee River - 
Deep Creek WSA ID-16-49A. Both WSAs are being managed under the BLM Wilderness 
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IMP. The lower stream corridor is also contained within the existing Owyhee River Bighorn 
Sheep ACEC. The entire stream segment is within the Deep Creek SRMA. The canyons of 
the stream cormdor lic mostly within a VRM Class | area that will have mostly a “closed” off- 
highway vehicle designaton, where the protection of primitive recreation settings 1s a 
management objective. The lands adjoining the access road into Nickel Creek Crossing and 
the plateau lands around Brace Crossing lie within a VRM Class Il area where semi-primitive 
motorized settings will be maintained. The upper Deep Crock Segment S4c, which lies 
adjacent to the Deep Creek - Mud Flat Road, also has VRM Class Il lands, but these lands are 


managed for a roaded natural setting. 
A. Transportation, facilities and developments 


The stream corndor is accessible by vehicle af three primary locations. The northerly 
access to Deep Creek is via the Deep Creek - Mud Plat Road (Owyhee Uplands NBC 
Byway). The access to Nickel Creek is along a dirt road to Nickel Crock Crossing just 
over 3 miles above the Deep Creek confluence. The southernmost vehicle access to 
Deep Creek is at Brace Crossing. There is no motorized access into the lower Deep 
Creek Canyon area. A number of other secondary roads and jeep wails approach Deep 
Creek through private properties. particularly im the middie section of the stream 
segment around Brace Crossing upstream to the Nacke! Creek Crossing 


The stream corridor is generally free of other facilites except a historic ruin and 
fences. A number of fences cross the stream channel in the Brace Crossing and 
Current Creek confluence areas. The ruin of a historic cabin rests against the Deep 
Creek shoreline above the Nickel Creek confluence 


B. Recreation activities and visual qualay 


No recreation management plan has yet been developed for the Deep Creek SRMA. 
Recreation management is guided by the Owyhee River ACEC objectives and the BLM 
Wilderness Interm Management Policy No commercial float boating 1s permutted on 
Deep Creek. Early spring noncommercial floating has been occurring im recent normal 
water years using canoes and kayaks Deep Creek 1s not recommended for rafting 
because of the willow thickets. Summer and fall use includes backpacking. 
Associated secondary activities im bude dispersed primitive camping. fishing. 
sightseeing. nature study and photography Sem-pnmutive recreabon opportunities 
are enjoyed via the few dirt roads that enter or approach the stream corridor These 
opportunities include OHV travel, bunting and rock hounding as well as the secondary 
activities previously mentioned. 


The Deep Creek - Nickel Creek segment has been rated as Class A and B scenic quality 
(BLM Handbook H-8410-1) the highly scenic areas being in the vertical-walled 
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rhyolite camyon sections (S4a and S4b) of Deep Creek. The outstandingly remarkable 
scenic quality of these canyon sections is attributable to a diversity in geological and 
vegetative landscapes, the prominence of vertical landforms, and the presence of 
water. The scenic quality of the camyon system contributes significantly to the area's 
outstandingly remarkable recreabonal values. 


C. Livestock grazing 





The Deep Creek - Nickel Creek corridor affects portions of five (5) livestock grazing 


D Stream flow/water quality 


The Deep Crock - Nickel Creek system is a perennial water course with flows ranging 
from under 10 cfs im late summer to a historic high estimated above 3,000 cfs in 1984 
and 1993. During normal water years. flows are sufficient to contribute to the stream 
camdor's outstandingly remarkable valucs. 


Water quality on the Deep Creck - Nickel Crock segments is typical of that found in 
asscciation with desert nvers of the Interbasin Region where low flows. high summer 
temperatures, siltation (mostly springtime) and livestock use of adjacent lands 
dimmumsh water quality The BLM :s umplemenung Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to improve overall water quality 


4. Associated resource values. 


A. Wildlife and fishernes 


The stream corridor is judged to have outstandingly remarkable wildlife values. The 
canyons as a whole support a large diversity of wildlife species and are critical to the 
overall ecosystem of southwest idaho. The habitats of the canyons provide for mule 
deer (some crucial mule deer winter range), cougar, bobcat, raptors, smal] ground 
mammals (including shrews), rerules, smal! birds, bats. some elk. and a large 
population of California bighorn sheep. The California bighorn sheep habitat of Deep 
Creek is considered of national significance. Several of these species, including 
bighorn, are BLM sensitive. 
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The waters of the stream segment support populations of beaver, muskrat, river otter, 
status species. The stream corridor of Deep Creek is considered to be a regionally 
significamt waterfow! nesting area. 


B. Vegetation 


The canyons of the Deep - Nickel Creek segment are comprised of a sagebrush- 
bunchgrass vegetation community in generally fair to good. The stream channel is 
lined by a relatively dense to extremely dense niparian community of willow, juniper, 
chokecherry, dogwood, alder, rose, current, sedges and grasses. Thin to dense stands 
of juniper woodlands cover the talus slopes and/or mmrocks of the upper Deep Creek 
corndor. The riparian vegetation resources of the these camyon areas are considered to 
be regionally significant. The vegetative resources of the grass/sedge riparian 
communities in lower Deep Creek Canyon are not regionally significant. 


C. Geology 


welded tuffs and tuffaceous sediments capped with a thin mantle of basaltic flows. 
The stream has either cut verucally into the rhyolite to form verucal-walled gorges 
which have areas of numerous pinnacies or hooJdoos, or has eroded the overlying basalt 
into steep talus slopes that bury the rhyolite strata. The hoodoo formations. in 
combinabon with massive monolithsc cliffs and other geological formations. give the 
canyon system outstandingly remarkable geologix values of national significance 


D. Cultura! resources 








The Deep Creek - Nickel Creek corndor contaim several known archacological sites 
of histonc/pretustoric value, including ruins near the Nickel Creek confluence (log 
cabin) and lithic scatters associated with rock shelters and streamside habutation The 
histonc ruins contribute to the overall recreahon expenence available im the canyon. 
None of these sites have been nominated to the National Register of Histonc Places 
Yet. the area around Deep Creek 1s recognized as having the potential for a 
concentranon of prehustonc sites (imventones are not complete) 








E. Wilderness 


The canyonlands of Deep Creek contain mosi of the features which give the Upper 
Deep Creek and Owyhee River - Deep Creck WSAs their wilderness character. The 
canyor system 1s the mayor aftracvon in the WSAs providing both outstanding 
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WSA has been found to be suitable for wilderness designation. 


5. Existing or potential conflicting uses: 
A. Energy and minerals 


There are currently no mining claims on file for any lands within the stream corndor. 
The locatable mineral potential has been rated as low. The corridor also has low 
potential for the occurrence of fluid mincrals. There are no known geothermal 
resources. 


B. Water resource development 


The stream corridor has no site reserve for water power or storage development. The 
potential for power site development is considered low due to the limited supply of 
water available in the Deep Creek watershed. 


C. Aircraft over-flights 


Operations Area of southwest Idaho which 1s administered by the Mountain Home Aur 
Force Base. High speed, low-clevation flights over the stream segment occur on a 
regular basis. The flights cause a temporary disruption in the stream's otherwise 
outstanding opportunities for solitude. Present use levels are not considered a 
significant impact to the stream corridor’s solitude opportunities. However, a proposal 
to intensify the use of the MOA by placing targeting sites just to the cast of Deep 
Creek Canyon (Big Springs Training Range) are expected w severely jeopardize the 
stream's solitude opportunities by substantially increasing the frequency of aircraft 
over-flights throughout the length of the stream segment. 


6 Reasonably foreseeable unpacts if designated or not designaied 


National river designation by itself will have little impact on the existing or future conditions 
of natural or recreational resources within the stream segment Changes in natural resource 
conditions will be driven by efforts to improve the overall quality of mpanan systems within 
the river segment through changes in grazing management regardiess of any type of 
congressional designaton. improved mpanan conditions will translate into improved water 
quality and wildlife habitat. as weil as improved scemic and pnmuitive recreatbonal values. 
Recreation management actons will key in on enhancing motonzed opportunites (roaded 
natural setting) through the development of small recreation facilities within the scenic 
Classificanon Agam. these actions could occur regardless of a national mver designabon 
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Resource opportunites whach would be curtailed or prohsbsted by 2 nabonal nver designation 
immgation storage or power. However. the potential for these opportunities is considered low 





7. Public, Scate, local and Federal interest in the designation of the stream corridor: 


Interest has been shown by State and Federal agencies, and by local publics for river 


protection and/or designation. The designation would be managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management. No other Federal, State or local agencies would be affected. No apparent tribal 
imterests are affected. 


The BLM would seck scenic casements or fee uthe acquisition through exchange or purchase 
for the 600 acres of private property, as well as exchanges on affected state lands (340 acres). 


8 Estimated cost for the administration and development of the stream comdor 


A. Anticipated funding requirements for the Deep Creek - Nickel Creek system: 


See the River Suitability Summary document for estimates on funding needs for the 
management of the varncus eligible rivers in the Owyhee Resource Area. 


B. Potential fee title acquisitions or exchanges, or purchases of recreational/scenic 


Exchanges: State lands near Pole Ck. confluence: 
$0 as part of larger idaho/BLM land exchange. 


Easements: Deep and Nickel Creek: $312,000 for scenic/recreational easements. 


Acquisition: Deep and Nickel Creek: 
$390,000 (Alternative to easement - willing seller only). 


9. Ability of the BLM to manage the stream corridor as a National River designation: 


The Owyhee Uplands NBC Byway located at the northern end of the stream segment will be 
maintained on a regularly scheduled basis. The proximity of this roadway, its increasing 
notoriety, and the notoriety drought to Deep Creek from national river designation will likely 
increase the need for recreation management on the uppermost 2.5 miles of Deep Creek. The 
Deep Creek confluence with Current Creek offers an outstanding opportunity for the 


development of a small recreation site (campground) as demands for recreation opportunities 
increase (see Current - Corral Creek suitability recommendation), if fee title acquisition of 
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to the Deep Creek Crossing launch site along the Owyhee Uplands NBC Byway (ioilet, 3-5 
fire grills in 2 small camping arca, smal! parking area, access road, kiosk/registration box. 
and other smal] signing), directional signs on access routes, and warning signs. No trail 
development would occur along the stream channel. To assure limited development 
opportunites, this secton of the stream segment should be designated under a scenic 
sessificati 





Once the stream segment has entered sts northern canyon, the strearn corndor as a whole 15 
geographucally isolated within no public access pownts other than at Nicke! Creek Crossing 
and Brace Crossing). These routes will be subject to maintenance and reconstruction or 
real:gnment of these roads would be allowed only to msugate tatural events and ensure 
public safety. No mew road construction would be allowed on public lands im the stream 
corridor. But reasonable access to private inholdings will continue. (Only five small parcels 
of private land cxist downstream of the canyon mouth.) Cooperative management with 
landowners, including possible casements, can ensure compatible use and/or development of 
Recreation use of the stream's canyon sections 1s presently low due to seasonal use 
restnctions imposed by the natural environment. Designation will bring increased notonety 
and subsequently increased interest in recreation activities along the stream corndor. 
However, limited physical access combined with limiting natural factors will allow the BLM 
to provide adequate recreation management under a wild classification. 









10. Historical or existing nights which could be adversely affected: 


No historical or existing mghts would be adversely affected by the national designation. The 
BLM will negotiate for recreational and scenic casements which would allow for continued 


historic uses of private inholdings, or could acquire fee tithe by willing seller only. 
11. Other issues and concerns identified in the land use planning process. 


A. Additional drift fencing may be required along the canyon rimrocks to control 
livestock access to the stream channel, but any cross-fencing of the stream and 
tributary streams within the defined corndor would be prohibited on public lands. 


B Methods of fire fighting will be limited Use of heavy equipment would be prohibited 
under a wild classification. Equipment could be used in the scenic classification to 


protect life and property. 


C. Military over-flights offer the greatest potential for adverse impacts to recreation 
values within the stream corndor Cooperative management efforts with the Air Force 


could produce flight operational patterns which might mitigate these impacts 
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Sustatilty Determanabon 





ht ts the BLM's recommendaton to the Secretary that the enure 40-mule icngth of the Deep 
Creek - Nickel Creek corndor (Segment S4 and S72) is suitable for designation as 2 component 
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The uppermost 2.5 miles of Deep Creck would 
be a scenic classification. The remainder of the river corridor (37.5 miles) would be a wild 
classificanon. The national nver designaton would recognize the nationally sagnificamt mver 
vslues of the stream segment as being of equal quality with other nver segments already 
congressionally designated or recommended by designation in the Owyhee River system of 
Oregon. idaho and Nevada 


Segments SSe and Séa: Red Canyon - Petes Creek 


SSa: Red Canyon Creek: Crossing of the dirt road downstream to the confluence with the East 
Fork Owyhee River: 4.0 miles. 


S6b: Petes Creck: Crossing of the dirt road downstream to confluence with Red Canyon Creek: 
3.0 miles. 


Sustability Evaluavon 


1. Characteristics which do, or do not, make the stream corridor a worthy addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System: 


The Red Canyon - Petes Creck segment (Segment SSa and S6b) is in a highly natural 
condition and possesses outstandingly remarkable recreational values (outstanding 
opportunities for primitive recreation and solitude), as well as outstandingly remarkable 
scenic, geologic and wildlife values. The stream segment includes both the lower reaches of 
Red Canyon Creck and Petes Creck. The creeks cul very narrow (less than one-quarter mile 
wide), vertical-walled canyons through « hilly plateau landscape, southward to the East Fork 
Owyhee River. The sheer rhyolite canyon walls rise directly from, or within a few feet, of the 
stream channels along nearly the entire segment. The canyons’ walls are characterized by 
monolithic cliffs of fracture rhyolite rack rising to a height of 200 feet. Near the base of the 
cliffs water sometimes seeps from the fractures to nourish small, bush, clinging plant 
communities. Nestled between the water courses and the cliffs, wherever vegetation can find 
sanctuary from spring runoff, can be found extremely lush ripanan communities In the few 
arcas where talus slopes form between the stream and the canyons’ rims can be found 
sagebrush-grassiand communities sprinkled with an occasional juniper tree The hilly 
topography surrounding the canyons permits frequent views of the plateau sagebrush- 
grassland communities: 






Appendix * A-349 











For more detail on the stream values relating to the Red Canyon - Petes Creck. sce the 
ehgibilty assessment. 


2. Current status of landownership and uses within the stream corridor 






A. Total acres within corndor approxmetely | 680 acres (average 303 acres per stream 
mile}: 


BLM-administered: 1,680 acres 
Private ownership: none 
State ownership: none 


3. Current management situation: 


All of Red Canyon Creek and most of Petes Creck lic within the Owyhee River - Deep Creek 
WSA [D-16-49A. Since the establishment of the WSA boundaries a land exchange between 
the BLM end the State of idaho has transferred ownership of some lands (640 acres) affecting 
Petes Creek to the BLM. This transfer enabled the BLM to extend its wildernces 
recommendation for the WSA to the road crossing on Petes Creek. These additions to 
wilderness recommendations are referred to as Section 202 Study Lands (a reference to 
Section 202 of FLPMA). The lower reaches of Red Canyon Crock, from just below “The 
Garden.” are also contained within the Owyhee River ACEC. In addition, these lands are 


overlapped by the Owyhee Canyonlands SRMA. 
A. Transportation, facilives and developments 


Road crossings mark the beginning of this stream segment. There is also a livestock 
fence which traverses the bottom of Red Canyon Creek for less than 0.1 miles at its 
road crossing Alt several locations the surrounding hilly plateau topography allows 
the viewing of some steel posts associated with fencelines which run along the 
rimrocks of upper Red Canyon Creek. About one mile below the streams’ confluence, 
a jeep trail ends at the east rim of Red Canyon. From this jeep trail, a pack trail 
reaches into the canyon botiom to an area known as “The Garden.” The pack trail 
climbs out of the canyon and continues westward over the plateau toward Crutcher's 
Crossing on the East Fork Owyhee River (see the East Fork suitability assessment). 





B Recreation activites and visual quality 


Neither Red Canyon or Petes Creek are boatable streams. Their canyon complex 
offers outstandingly remarkable backpacking opportunities Current recreational use. 
however, is low, limited primarily to day-hiking activities associated with river trips 
on the East Fork Owyhee River. The canyon system is a side-canyon attraction 
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expeneaced by a large percentage of nver visitors. Despete the camyoms scenic 
are not are expected to aftract visitors from the Pacific Northwest (PNW) region 
except those participating im river trips. or some may backpack the camyons as part of 
an overall ' «>t Fork backpack wip. The Red Canyon-Petes Creck canyon system iteclf 
is 100 Stat: © attract visitors from the PNW. Independent of its support of the East 
Fork nver float expenence. the recreational opportummpes are comsadered only of local 
— : 


The Red Canyon - Petes Creck camyons have been rated as having Class A scenic quality 
(BLM Handbook H-8410-1) Its outstandingly remarkable scenx values are 
attributable to a diversity of geologxc and vegetative landscapes. the promuneace of 
vertical landforms, and the presence of water. The scenic quality of the canyons 
contnbute significantly to the area's outstandingly remartable recreational values. 
particularly near the East Fork confluence. 












C. Livestock grazing 


The Red Canyon - Petes Creek corridor affects portions of three (3) livestock grazing 
alictments (MIC categories noted): 


0540 - Bull Basin (1) 
0634 - Castichead-Lambert (1) 
0593 - Crutcher Crossing (M) 


D Stream flow/water quality 


The Red Canyon - Petes Creek segment is defined as a perennial water course at least 
in its lower reaches. Accumulative flows will range from well under 5 cfs im late 
summer to a historic high estimated above SOD cfs mm 1984 and 1993. Surface water 
will remain at least pooled (with sub-surface movement) in lower Red Canyon Creek. 
below the Petes Creek confluence, even im dryer years. Surface water can become 
scarce in both stream channels above the confluence by late summer During normal 
water years, flows are sufficient to contribute to the stream corndor’s outstan' ~gly 
remarkable vanes. 


Water quality on the Red Canyon - Petes Creek segment is typical of that found in 
assc uation with desert nvers of the Iinterbasin Region where iow flows, high summer 
temperatures. siltabon (mostly spnnagtime) and livestock use of adjacent lands 
dimumsh water quality The BLM 1s implementing Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to improve overall) water quality 
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4 Associated resowce vabecs: 





A Wildisfe and fishenes 


The stream corndor ss judged to have outstandhngly remartabie wilde values The 
canyons as a whole support a large diveruty of wildlife specees and are crical to the 
overall coosystem of southwest Idaho The habetats of the camyoms provide for mule 
deer. cougar. bobcat, raptors, small ground mammals (inchading shrews). repuiles. 
smal) berds. bats. and Cahforma tghorn sheep. several of these speces. inchading 
taghorn. are BLM sensitive = Because of the presence of taghorn habetat. the lower 
stream corndor ss comudered of nsvonal mgnificance Other wildlife values are 


commdered reponally ngnificant 


The waters of the stream segment support populanons of beaver. muskrat, rver otter. 
nesting waterfow! and redband trout River otter and redband truut are also special 


Status apooes 
B. Vegetation 


The camyons of the Red Camyon - Petes Creek segment are comprised of a sagebrush- 
bunchgrass vegetaton community wm generally fa wo good The stream channel 
lined by an extremely dense riparian community of willow. puniper, chokecherry. 
dogwood. alder. rose. current. sedges and grasecs. including hanging gardens 
associated with canyon wall seeps Thin stands of pumper woodlands cover the talus 
slopes and/or rimrocks of the camyons Sensitive plant specees exist within the stream 
corridor. The vegetation resources of thus stream segment are considered to be 


regoonally ugnificam 
C. Geology 


Like all of the Owyhee Canyonlands, the Red Canyon-Petes Creek canyon complex has 
geologic formations predominately of volcank ongin (Miocene) The canyons expose 
200 vertical feet of rhryolitx welded tufts and tuffaceous sediments Ongoing 
weathering and erosion have carved a mynad of highly frectured. sculptured columnar 
shapes, including some “hoodoos,” from monolithic cliffs. The entire Red Canyoo- 
Petes Creek canyon comple: 1s considered an integral part of the overall canyon 
landscape of the East Fork Owyhee River. The lower portion of the segment, which 
helps form the mner canyon of the East Fort. ts considered a nationally ugnificant 





geologx resource value 








D. Culeurel resources 





A coltural resource meventary of the Red Camyon-Petes Creek compiles has sot been 
completed However. s sumber of archacologscal wtes have bees ennfied m the 
Owyhee Canyoniands aca. paracularty on the nmvrocks of camyom The geoographac 
relaponshup of the Red Canyon - Petes Creek segment with the East Fort Owyhee 
cultural resource values There are 20 kavren bestorx cultural wtes withen the Rod 
Camyoo-Petes Creek cormdar 








The camyoniands of Red Camyon and Petes Creei. in combenaton with the aupouning 
East Fort Owyhee River Camyon. comtam many of the features wach give the Owyhee 
River - Deep Crock WSA its wilderness character: The canyon systems are « major 
aftracbon m the WSA providing both outstanding opportunsues for solitude and 
primitive recreation. The Owyhee River - Deep Creck WSA has been found to be 
sustable for wikderness designabon 


$5 Existing or potential conflicting uses. 
A Energy and minerals 


There are currently no maning clams on file for any lands withen the stream corndor 
The locatable miners’ potential has been rated as low The corndor also has low 
potential for the occurrence of fluid minerals There are no known geothermal 
resources. 


B Water resource development 


The stream corridor has no site reserve for water power or storage development. The 


potential for power site development 1s considered low due to the limited supply of 
water available m the watershed 


C Aircraft over-flaghts 


The Red Canyon - Petes Creek corndor hes within the low -clevation Military 
Operanees Area of southwest idaho which 1 administered by the Mountain Home Air 
Force Base High speed. low-elevation flights of the area cocur on » regular basi 
These flights cause a temporary disrupoon in the stream comidon otherwise 
outstanding opportunites for solitude Present use levels are not considered & 
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ugmificam wmpact to the stream cormdor’s solstude opportumnes However, a proposal 
to mmtemesfy che use of the MOA by placing targeting sates just to the southeast (Big 
Springs Tramng Range) could severely jcopardize solstude opportunites by 

substannally mcreasang the frequency of acraft over-fhghs throughout! the length of 
the stream segment. paroculasty wm sts southern reaches 


6 Reasonably foreseeable umpacts if desgnated of not designated 


Nabonal nver desagnabom by aself will have little umpact on the crusting of future condstons 
of natural of recreabonal resources within the stream segment Changes in natural resource 

coadinons will be dnven by efforts to umprove the overall quality of mpanan sywiems within 
the nver segment trough changes m grazing management regardless of any type of 

quahty and wildirfe habwtat_ as wel; as umproved scenx and pmmustive recreatonal values 











Resource opportunites whach would be curtasled of probsbvted by a natonal nver designabon 
mclude maneraVenergy cxplorapon and development. and water development proyects for 
wngabon storage or power However. the potential for these opportunities 1s considered low 
withan the Red Canyon - Petes Creek dramage 


7. Public, State, local and Federal interest in the designation of the stream corndor 
imerest has been shown by State and Federal agencies, and by local publics for river 
protecton and/or designation The designation would be managed by the Burcay of Land 
Management. No other Federal. State or local agencies would be affected No apparent tribal 
interests are affected 
& Estemated cost for the admunistraton and development of we stream cornd 

A Anticipated funding requirements for the Red Camyon — Petes Creek system 


See the River Sustatalty Summary document for estumates of funding needs for the 
management of various citgible nver segments wm the Owyhee Resource Area 


B Potental fee uthe acquissvons or exchanges. or purchases of recreatonal/sceni 
easements 








9. Ability of the BLM t manage the stream comidor as 2 national river designation: 


The stream corndor ss geograptucally rsolated within a deep canyon with only three vehicle 
access points, two of which define the northern extent of the stream segment. No acw road 
construcbon would be allowed m the stream comrmdor, Recreation use af present 1s low due to 
seasonal use restncboms umposed by the natural covironment. Nabonal rver desgnaton. as 
well as the Byway desagnaton, will bring increased sotonety and subsequently increased 
mmterest in recreabon activines along at icast the lower porbon of the stream corndor’s length 
im proximity of the East Fork Owyhee River. However, limited physical access combined 
with natural factors will allow the BLM to provide adequate management. 


10. Historical or existing rights which could be adversely affected: 
No hustoncal or cxusting mghts would be adversely affected by the nafonal designation. 
11 Other rssues and concerns identified im the land use planning process. 

A. Additonal drift fencing may be required along the canyon mmrocks to control 
livestock access to the stream channel, but any cross-fencing of the stream and 
tributary streams within the defined corndor would be protubsted on public lands. 

B Methods of fire fighting will be lamited Use of heavy equipment would be probsbited. 


C. Military overflaghts offer the greatest potential for adverse impact: to recreation 
values within the stream corndor Cooperative management efforts with the Air Force 


could produce flight operatonal patterns which might mitigate these impacts. 
Sustatulity Determinatbon 





Though the stream segment contains outstandingly remartable recreation. scenic, wildlife and 
geologic values, it is the BLM's recommendation to the Secretary that the 7.0 miles of the Red 
Canyon - Petes Creek segment (Segment SSa and S6b) are not suitable for designation as a 
component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. Instead, the lower | 5 miles of the 
stream segment should be included within the legal designatoon for the East Fork Owyhee River 
corndor (see East Fork sustability determination) where river values are most outstanding The 
upper 5.5 miles of the stream segment would remain, in part, under the existing SRMA 
admumstrative designations as well as remain entirely sustable for designabon as a wilderness 
area. River values can be adequately protected under these alternative designations A non- 
designation recommendation for Red Canyon - Petes Creek would give recogniton to the fact 
vat thus small canyon has river values judged to be of lesser quality than those found on 
surrounding larger forks or tributanes of the Owyhee River system which have already been 
congresssonally designated of recommended as suitable for designabon 
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Segments SSa: Current - Corral Creek 





S8a: Current Creek from its confluence with Deep Creck upstream to within one mile of its 
headwaters, including the tributary stream of Corral Creek: 12.0 miles 


Suisabilicy Eveleati 


1. Characteristics which do, or do not, make the stream corridor 2 worthy addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System: 


Current Creek (Segment S8a) and its aswociated tributary stream of Corral Creek are in a 
(outstanding opportunities for primitive recreation and solstude), as well as outstandingly 
remarkable scenic, geologic and wildlife values. Current Creek originates at the southern end 
of Indian Meadows within a portion of the North Fork Owyhee River WSA where a rock 
outcrop/old-growth juniper woodland landscape prevails. It flows 9 miles southward to its 
confluence with Deep Creek. Corral Creek (3 miles long) joins with Current Creek within the 
WSA's rugged rock outcrop - climax juniper woodland landscape to form a deep (over 300 
feet), narrow, vertical-walled canyon system characterized by numerous pinnacle rock 
formations, monolithic rock walls glazed with colorful micro-flora, and a stream channel 
lined with a green ribbon of dense riparian vegetation (mostly willow). Near its crossing of 
the Deep Creek - Mud Flat Roed (Owyhee Uplands NBC Byway). the stream flows through an 
open basin area of grasslands and scattered juniper before merging with Deep Creek (see the 
Deep Creek suitability assessment). 


For more detail on the stream values relating to the Current - Corral Creck segment, see the 
eligibility assessment. 
2. Current status of landownership and uses within the stream corridor: 

A. Total acres within corridor: 3,625 acres (average 303 acres per stream mile): 


BLM-administered: 3,445 acres 
Private ownership: 180 acres (one parcel) 
State ownership: none 


There is 6.3% of the stream segment's length in private property. Of the acreage 
contained in the stream corridor, only 5.0% involves private property. State lands are 
not contained within the stream corndor 
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3. Current management situation: 





The majority of the stream segment (10.5 miles) is contained within the North Fork Owyhee 
River WSA ID-16-40 and North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA. The lower 1.5 miles are 
contained within the Deep Creep SRMA. The WSA is being managed under the BLM 
Wilderness IMP. No management plans specific to the SRMAs has yet been developed. The 
canyons of the stream corridor lic mostly within 2 VRM Class I arca that will have mostly 2 
settings is a management objective. The lands adjouing the Owyhee Uplands NBC Byway 
lic within 2 VRM Class Il arca where 2 roaded natural setting is maintained. 


A. Transportation. facilites and developments 


The stream corridor is accessible by vehicle at its southern end where ut is crossed 
(bridged) by the Owyhee Uplands NBC Byway: a regularly maintained gravel road. 
From the bndge crossing southward a pnmutive dirt road parallels the stream channel 
nearly to its confluence with Deep Creek. Associated with this road it a historic log 
cabin site. About one-half mile to the west, another dirt road gives access to a portion 
(about | mile) of the northern stream corridor before it enters the canyon area. The 
canyon portions of the stream segment are without road access or developed foot 
access. 


The Current Creek corridor is generally free of other facilities except a fence crossing 
below the Corral Creek confluence, and the presence of irrigated hay meadows (and 
associated fencing) at the Deep Creek confluence. 


No recreation management plan has yet been developed for the Current Creek corndor 
as part of either the Deep Creek or North Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMAs. 
Recreation management is guided by the BLM Wilderness Intenm Management 
Policy. No float boating is possible on Current Creek. Spring through fall use 
includes some backpacking. A commercial outfitter has initiated a llama packing 
camping, fishing, sightseeing, nature study and photography Semi-pnmitive 

reaches of the stream corridor. These opportunities include OHV travel, hunting and 
rock hounding as well as the secondary activities previously mentioned. 


The Current - Corral Creek canyon system has been rated as Class A scenic quality 
(BLM Handbook H-8410-1). The outstandingly remarkable scenic quality of these 
canyon sections 1s attributable to a diversity in geological and vegetative landscapes, 
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the prominence of vertical landforms, and the presence of water. The scenic quality of 
the camyon system contributes significantly to the area's outstandingly remarkabie 
recreational values. The lower reaches of the stream corndor as it flows through the 
open basin area has been rated as Class B scenic quality. 





C. Livestock grazing 


The Current - Corral Creek corndor affects portions of two (2) livestock grazing 
alloements (MIC categories noted): 


0548 - Battheground-Boni (1) 
0599 - Burghardt (1) 


D. Stream flow/water quality 


The Current - Corral Creek system is a perennial water course with flows ranging from 
under 10 cfs in late summer to a historic high estimated above S00 cfs in 1984 and 
1993. During normal water years, flows are sufficient to contribute to the stream 
corndor’s outstandingly remarkable values. 


Water quality on the Current - Corral Creek segment is typical of that found in 
association with desert rivers of the Interbasin Region where low flows, high summer 
temperatures, siltation (mostly springtime) and livestock use of adjacent lands 
diminish water quality The BLM is implementing Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to improve overall water quality. 


4. Associated resource values: 
A. Wildlife and fisheries 


The stream corridor is judged to have outstandingly remarkable wildlife values. The 
canyons as a whole support a large diversity of wildlife species and are critical to the 
overall ecosystem of southwest Idaho. The habitats of the canyons provide for mule 
deer, cougar, bobcat, raptors, small ground mammals (including shrews), reptiles, 
small birds, bats, and an increasing number of elk; several of these species are BLM 
sensitive. 


The waters of the stream segment support populations of beaver, muskrat, river otter, 


Status species. 
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B Vegetanon 


The canyons of the Current - Corral Creek segment are comprised of a sagebrush- 
bunchgrass vegetation community in generally fair to good § The stream channel is 
lined by a relatively dense to extremely Gense npanan communsty of willow. sunsper. 
chokecherry, dogwood, alder, rose, current, sedges and grasses. Thin to dense stands 
of juniper woodlands cover the talus slopes and/or nmrocks of the camyons. Sensitive 
plamt species exist withic the stream corndor. The vegetabon resources of this stream 
segment are considered to be regionally significant. 


C. Geology 


tuffs and tuffaceous sediments. The streams have cut vertically into the rhyolite to 
form vertical-walled gorges which have areas of numerous pinnacles or hoodoos. The 
hoodoo formations, in combination with massive monolithic cliffs and other 

values or national significance. 


D. Cultural resources 


The Current - Corral Creek corridor contains several known archacological sites of 
historic/prehistoric value, including a historic log cabin site near the Deep Creek 
confluence, and lithic scatters associated with rock shelters and streamside habitation. 
The historic site contributes to the overall recreation experience available in the 
stream segment. None of the sites have been nominated to the National Register of 
Historic Places, yet the area in recognized as having potential for a significant 
concentration of prehistoric sites (inventories has not been completed). 


E. Wilderness 


The canyonlands of Current - Corral, in combination with its sister canyon of the 
North Fork Owyhee River, contain most of the features which give the North Fork 
Owyhee River WSA its wilderness character. The canyon systems are the major 
attraction in the WSA: providing both outstanding opportunities for solitude and 
primitive recreation. The North Fork Owyhee River WSA has been found to be 
suitable for wilderness designation in the Current - Corral Creek canyon area. 
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S$. Existing or potential conflicting uses: 
A Energy and minerals 


There are currently no muming clasms on file for amy lands within the stream corndor 
The locatable muncral potential has been rated as low. The corridor also has low 
potenual for the occurrence of flusd munerals There are no known geothermal 
resources. 


B. Water resource development 


The stream corridor has no site reserve for water power or storage development. The 


potential for power site development 1s considered low due to the limsted supply of 
water available in the watershed. 


C. Aircraft overflights 


The Current - Corral Creek corndor bes within the low-clevaton Military Operations 
Area of southwest idaho which is administered by the Mountain Home Au Force Base. 
High speed, low-clevation flights of the area occur on a regular basis. The area is also 
overflown by military helicopters stationed out of Gowen Field in Boise. These two 
types of flights cause a temporary disruption in the stream corridors otherwise 
outstanding opportunities for solitude. Present use levels are not considered a 
significant impact to the stream corndor’s solitude opportunities. However, 2 proposal 
to intensify the use of the MOA by placing targeting sites just to the southeast (Big 
Springs Training Range) could severely jeopardize solitude opportunities by 
substantially increasing the frequency of aircraft overflights throughout the length of 
the stream segment, particularly in its southern reaches. 


6. Reasonably foreseeable impacts if designated or not designated: 


National river designation by itself wil! have little impact on the existing or future conditions 
of natural or recreational resources within the stream segment. Changes in natural resource 
conditions will be driven by efforts to improve the overall quality of riparian systems within 
the river segment through changes in grazing management regardiess of any type of 
congressional designation. improved riparian conditions will translate into improved water 
quality and wildlife habitat, as well as improved scenic and primitive recreational values. 
Recreation management actions will key in on enhancing nonmotorized opportunities through 
the development of a limited trail system and through visitor use supervision and compliance. 
Again, these actions could occur regardless of a national river designation. 















A-360 * Appendix 














Resource opportunsnes which would be curtailed or prohsbsted by a agonal nver demgnabon 
mrnigation storage or power However. the potential for these opportunites 1s considered low 
within the upper Current - Corral Creek dramages. 






7. Public, State, local and Federal interest in the designation of the stream corridor: 


Interest has been shown by State and Federal agencies. and by local publics for nver 


protection and/or designation The designation would be managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management. No other Federal, Statz or local agencies would be affected. No apparent tribal 
wmterests are affected 


The BLM would seek scenic casements of fee uthe acquisition through exchange or purchase 
for the 180 acres of private property. 


& Estumated cost for the administration and development of the stream corndor 


A. Anticipated funding requirements for the Current Creek - Corral Creek system: 


See the River Suitability Summary document for estimates of funding needs for the 
management of various eligible river segments in the Owyhee Resource Area. 


B. Potential fee tithe acquisitions or exchanges, or purchases of recreational/scenic 
easements 


Exchanges: none. 
Easements: lower Current Creek: $192,000 for scenic/recreational casement. 


Acquisition: lower Current Creek: 
$240,000 (alternative to casement - willing seller only) 


9. Ability of the BLM to manage the stream corridor as a national river designation: 


The northernmost stream corndor is geographically isolated within a deep canyon with no 
vehicle access points. The lower corridor just upstream of the Byway crossing has an access 
road over one-quarter mile from the stream channel. No new road construction would be 
allowed in the stream corridor north of the Byway. Recreation use at present is low duc to 
seasonal use restrictions imposed by the natural environment. National river designation, as 
well as the Byway designation, will bring increased notonety and subsequently increased 
interest in recreation activities along at least the stream corridor’s length in proximity of the 
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to provide adequate management with manimal in-field presence unui! such ume as a possibic 
trail system is developed within the SRMA/WSA. Such 2 project would require an increased 
presence from the BLM to ensure the protection of river values. 





The Owyhee Uplands NBC Byway will be maintained for public use. Reasonable access to 
private imholdings south of the Byway will also continue. Reconstructon or realignment of 
the paralleling road along the southern porvon of the stream segment would be allowed only 
to mutigate natural events. ensure public safety, or provide access to a possible developed 
acquisibon, can ensure compatible use and/or development of the pnvate inholdings. 


The Deep Creek confluence area has potential for development as an outstanding smal! 
recreation site (campground) should BLM fce ttle acquisition ever occur. The site could 
serve as a launch site into the Owyhee River system 2s well as a trailhead for undeveloped 
backpacking/horsepacking opportunities in the region. The present undeveloped recreation 
site at the Deep Creek Crossing is inadequate to meet the long-term needs for camping or 
boating (see Deep Creek suitability recommendation) In light of such considerations, the 
lower stream segment should be managed under a scenic classification. 


10. Historical or existing mghts which could be adversely affected: 


No hustorical or existing nghts would be adversely affected by the national designation. The 
BLM will negotiate for recreational and scemic easements which would allow for continued 
histonc uses of private inholdings, or acquisition of fee title would occur by a willing seller 
only. 


11. Other issues and concerns identified in the land use planning process. 


A. The question of trail construction in the Current and Corral Creck drainages remains 
unanswered at this ime The Owyhee RMP has identified a system of trail pianning 
corndors for future consideration of trail construction. Trail development would have 
minimal affect on the natural character of the stream corndor as presently proposed, 
and would, therefore, be feasible under any of the three classifications: 


B. Additional drift fencing may be required along the canyon nmrocks to control 
livestock access to the stream channel. but any cross-fencing of the stream and 
tributary streams within the defined corndor would be prohibited on public lands. 


C. Methods of fire fighting will be limited. Use of heavy equipment would be prohibited 
within the wild classification Equipment could be used in the scenic classification to 


protect life and property 
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D. Miltary overfleghts offer the greatest potenual for adverse impacts to recreabon 





Sestabibty Determinaton 


it is the BLM's recommendation to the Secretary that 9.0 miles of the Current Creck corridor 
(Segment S8a) are sustable for designaton as a component of the Nabonal Wild and Scemic 
Rivers System. The uppermost 7.5 miles of Current Creck would be a wild classification. The 
remainder of the stream segment (| 5 miles) downstream of the Owyhee Uplands NBC Byway 
would be a scenic classification. The Corral Creck portion of the segment (3.0 miles) is not 
recommended for national nver designation because nver values can be adequately protected 
under a previously recommended wilderness arca designaton or by a continuatbon of the North 
Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA designation. While the Current Creek Canyon may also 
become designated wilderness, an additional National Wild and Scenx River designaton for 
Current Creek would give recognition to the fact that this larger canyon has nationally 
significant nver values of equal standing with those found on surrounding forks of the Owyhee 
River and Deep Creek system. 


Segment CSa: Lower North Fork Owyhee River 


CSa: North Fork Owyhee River from Oregon stateline upstream to the crossing of the Deep 
Creek - Mud Plat Road (Owyhee Uplands NBC Byway): 4.0 miles. 


Suitability Evaluaton 
1. Characteristics which do, or do not, make the river corridor a worthy addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. 
The lower North Fork Owyhee River (Segment CSa) is in a highly natural condition and 


possesses outstandingly remarkable recreational values (outstanaing opportunities for 
primitive recreation and solitude), as well as outstandingly remarkable scenic, geologic and 
wildlife values. The lower North Fork within the state of Oregon has already been recognized 
for its outstanding river values with its congressional designation as a National Wild River 
(Oregon Omnibus Rivers Bill, 1988). The river corridor consists almost entirely of steep to 
vertical-walled canyon ranging in depth from 200 to 500 feet. As it flows toward Oregon. the 
camyon changes from a landscape dominated by rhyolite monoliths and pinnacle formations 
(hoodoos) to one engulfed in sheer walls of blocky basalt and/or basaltic rubble fields. The 
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nver shoreline us laned woth groves of mature and old-growth pummper and 2 dense mpanan 
zone. The rimrocks are also draped wither old-growth yumiper woodlands As souls deepen 
back from the camyorn mms. the landscape becomes 2 vast. relatvely flat besalnc upland 
covered with sagebrush-grassiand communbes 


Further detail on the characterisnics of the North Fork Owyhee River cornmdor are contained in 
the chgwulty assesument 


2 Current status of landownership and uses within the river corndor 





A. Total acres within corridor: 845 acres (average 2!! acres per stream mile): 


BLM-admumstered 845 acres 
Private ownerstup none 
State ownersup none 


3. Current management wtuabon 


The entire river segment lies within the North Fork Canyon SRMA_ No recreation 
management plan has yet been written for the river segment. Under the Owyhee RMP. the 
river canyon will lie mostly within a VRM Class | area that will have a “closed” off-highway 
vetucle designation. where the protection of pnmutive or semi-pnmutive nonmotonzed 
recreation settings is a management objective. The canyonlands adjouning the Owyhee 
Uplands NBC Byway, which contain the North Fork Recreation Site (campground). are to be 
managed for VRM Class I] and a roaded natural setting. Vehicic assess will be allowed only 


on gravel roads within the campground. 
A. Transportanon, facilives and developments 


The lower North Fork Owyhee River corridor is accessible by vehicle only at the North 
Fork Crossing (Owyhee Uplands NBC Byway) where a regularly maintained gravel 
road )ndges the river channel. The North Fork Recreation Site is accessed via the 
Byway on the north side of the nver A dirt road on the surrounding plateau parallels 
the canyon's northern mmrock from the Byway into Oregon. This route does not give 
vehicle access to the canyon itself. 


The North Fork Campground is a small, seven-unit recreation site contaiming a vauli 
toilet, fire grills, tables, kiosk, and about 1500 feet of gravel roadbed. The site was 
designed to allow two-wheel drive access to a nver botiom bench of predominately 
Great Basin wild rye. scattered juniper and dense willow vegetation without unduly 
altering the natural character of the canyon landscape Camping units are widely 
scattered and native vegetaton has been allowed to regenerate around the units to 
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proved screemng The planting of coomwood withen the recreahor site. as well 2s 
quaking aspen wm the nver mpernan arca. is bemg comadered to provade shade and 





B Recreaboe acuvines and visual quality 


Recreabon use wn the lower North Fork segment ss largely confined to use of the 
campground and assocusted hiking and fishing along its upper reaches. Few are 
presemly known to backpack the camyon's entre length imto Oregon During Ingh 
spring flows, the mver segment ss used by expert kayakers and rafters as an 
outstanding Class V whitewater run. Secondary activities associated with the river 
comdor's huang and boasting opportunites are dispersed primitive Campung. 
taghtseemng. nature study and photography 


The lower North Fork Camyun has been rated as Class A scenic quality (BLM 
Handbook H-8410-1) Its outstandingly remarkable scenx quality 1 attributable to a 
diversity in geological and vegetative landscapes. the promunence of vertcal 
landforms, and the presence of water. The scenic quality of the camyon contributes 
significantly to the area's outstandang'y remarkable recreabonal values 


. Livestock grazing 


The lower North Fork Owyhee River corndor affects portions of three (3) livestock 
grazing allotments (MIC categones noted) 


0501 - Cliffs (1) 
05399 - Trout Springs (1) 
0470 - Stanford PFR (1) 


D. Stream flow/water quality 


The lower North Fork Owyhee River is a perennial water course with ‘lows ranging 
from under 10 cfs in late summer to a historic high of over 2,000 cfs in 1984 and 1993. 
During normal water years, flows are sufficient to contribute to the river corrdor’s 
outstandingly remarkable values 


Water quality cn the North Fork is typical of that found in association with desert 
nvers of the Interbasin Region where low flows. high summer temperatures. siltation 
(mostly springtime) and lrvestock use of adjacent lands diminish water quality The 
BLM is implementing Best Management Practices (BMPs) to improve overall water 
quality 








4 Associated resource valecs 
A Wibdiefe and fishernes 


The nver comndor ss padged to nave outstandangly remartabie wikdisfe values The 


camyoe as a whole supports a large Gveruty of wildiefe specs and ss cocal © the 
overall coosystem of southwest idaho The hatwtats of the camyon provade for mule 
deer (possibly crucsal mule Geer winter range). cougar. bobcat. raptors. smal) ground 
mammals (inchudang shrews) repules smal) bods bets and an increasing oumber of 
el. several of these speces are BLM sensive 


The waters of the nver segment support populabons of beaver, muskrat, nver ofier. 
nesung waterfow! and redband trout River otter and redband trout are also special 


status speces 
B Vegetabon 


The camyon of the lower North Fort Owyhee River is comprised of a sagebrush- 
bunchgrass vegetation community m generally fa to good §The nver channel is lincd 
ly a relatively dense to extremely dense npanan community of willow. juniper. 
chokecherry, dogwood, alder, rose. current. sedges and grasses) Thin to dense stands 
of jumper woodlands cover the talus slopes and/or mmrocks of the camyoms Sensitive 
plam species exist within the river corridor The vegetation resources of this river 


segment are considered to be regoonally sagnificant. 
C. Geology 


The lower North Fork Camyon 1s predominately Miocene rhyolinc welded tuffs and 
tuffaceous sediments overiasd by a thin mantle of basaltic flows The river has cither 
cut vertically into the rhyolite to form a vertical-walled gorge which areas of 
numerous pynnactes or hoodoos. or has eroded the overtying basalt into steep talus 
slopes that bury the rhyolite strata The hoodoo formations, in combination with other 
geological formanons. give the canyon outstandingly remartabie goologx values 


D. Cultural resources 





The North Fork corndor contains several archacological sites of prefustonc valuc. 
inchading lithuc scatter associated with rock shelters and streamside habvtation None 
of these sites Nas been individually nominated to the Natonal Register of Histonc 
Places 














S$ Exsmeg of potential conflctung uses. 
A Energy and muncrals 


There are currently no manung claams on file for amy bands wothun the mver cormdor 
The locatable and fund muncral potential has been rated as bow = There are no known 
peoothermal resources: 


Bo Water resource development 


The river corridor has so site reserve for water power or storage development. The 


potennal for power/irngabon wie development m comsadered low duc to the lmuted 
supply of water available m the North Fort watershed 


C Ascraft overflaghts 


The lower North Fort Owyhee River corndor bes within the low-elevanon Miltary 
Operanons Area of southwest idaho which 1s admunistered by the Mountain Home Aw 
Force Base High speed. low-clevaton flights over the nver segment occur on a 
regular basis. The flights cause a temporary disruption in the canyon's otherwise 
outstandhng opportunites for solitude Present use levels are not considered a 
sagnificant impact to the nver corndor’s solitude opportunities A proposal to 
imtensify the use of the MOA by placing a targeting site(s) to the southeast could affect 
the camyon's solitude opportunites by increasing the froquency of aircraft overflights 
However, the location of the targeting area is such that potential impacts are expected 
to be low to moderate along the lower North Fort. 


6 Reasonably foreseeable impacts if designated on not designated 


National niver designation by itself will have little umpact on the existing of future conditions 
of natural or recreational resources within the nver segment Changes in natural resource 
condinon: will be driven by efforts to umprove the overall quality of mpanan systems within 
the nver segment through changes in grazing management regardiess of any type of 
cangressonal designation improved mpanan conditons will translate into improved water 
quality and wikdhfe habwtat. as well as umproved wenx and pomitive recreational values 
Recrratico: management actions will key in on enhancing sonmotonzed opportunibes through 
the dev clapment of a trai! along the nver and through visitor use superviwon and comphance 
The trail would require a number of bndge crossings of the mver channel Such development 
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would alter the prumetve setting of he Camyor to 2 semm-promtve nommotorized scting 
Agmn. these acvons could occu regardiess of a nabomal mver desagnabon uniess the mver 5 
Chassified as wild. The proposed wail dewelopement could only occur m 2 recreatonal or 

i> annals 











Resoerce opportumies wich would be curtailed of protsbued by a nabonal nver desgnabon 
wngsbon storage or power However. the potential for these opportunites 5 comudercd low 
witten Ge lower North Fort Owyhee River segment. 


7. Prblic, State, local and Federal imterest im the Gesagnation of the river commdor 


Imerest has been shown by State and Federal agencees. and by local pec ucs for nver 
dGeugnabon The dewgnaton would be managed by the Burcau of Land Management “No 
other Federal. State ov bocal agencies would be affected No apparent tribal mterests are 
affected. 


& Estumated cou for the admunmtranon and development of the nver corndor 


A. Anticipated funding requirements for the Lower North Fort Owyhee River 


See the River Sunatulity Summary document for estimates of funding needs for the 
management of the vanous cligible rvers im the Owyhee Resource Arca 


B Potential fee uthe acquiwtons of exchanges. or purchases of recreational/scemic 
casements 


Fachanges none 
Easements none 
Acquiuibon none 
9 Abslity of the BLM to my age the nver comdor as a Nabonal River designation 


The nver corndor 1s geographucally isolated within a deep canyon with only one vehicle 
access pount No non federal lands are involved Recreation use af present 1 very low duc to 
seasonal use restncvons umposed by the natural enviroament Designation will bong 
mereased notonery and subsequent increased mterest om recreation activities along the nver 
cordon Lamuted physical access combuned with lemiting natural factors will allow the BLM 
to provude adequate recreation management with minimal on field presence unt) such ume as 
@ possible tral construction project ms ownatc | (see below) Such a project would required an 
imcreased presence from the BLM to ensure the protection of nver values 
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Recreabonal development would remain confimed to the cxisung North Fork Campground unm! 
such me as further planning mught lead to the construcbon of a prumutive foot trai! along the 
fiver. Construction of 2 foot tail would be compative with a wild nver classification. 


10. Historical or existing nights whach could be adversely affected: 


No hrstoncal or casting nghts would be adversely affected by the nabonal designation 
11. Other tssues and concerns identified in the land use planning process: 


A. The question of trail construction in the lower North Fork Canyon continucs an issuc. The 
Vail District has chosen not to identify a trail planning corridor in the North Fork Owyhee 
National Wild River corndor of Oregon. The Bote District has identified a trail planning 
corndor along the lower North Fork Canyon to leave open traiVbndge construction opbons. 
A wild nver classificanon in idaho would remove any potential for trail bndge 


development. 


B. Additional drift fencing may be required along the canyon mmrocks to control livestock 
access to the river channel. but any cross-fencing of the river and tributary streams within 
the defined corndor would be prohibrted. 


C. Methods of fire fighting will be limsted Use of heavy equipment would be prohibited in 
the mver corndor except at the North Fork Crossing im order to protect life and property. 





D. The restoration of cottonwood and aspen communities along the North Fork 1s being given 
aereti 


E Miltary overflights offer the greatest potential for adverse umpacts to recreation values 


Scinhities 0 _ 


ht ws the BILLM's recommendation to the Secretary that ihe entire 4-muile length of the North Fork 
Owyhee River (Segment CSa) is suitable for designation as a component of the National Wild and 
North Fork Owyhee River in idaho has nationally significant nver values of equal quality to those 
found im the National Wild River designation of Oregon The uppermost 0.5 miles adjacent to the 
North Fork recreation site, would be a scenic classification. The lower 3.5 miles would be a wild 
classification 
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Segment CSb: Upper North Fork Owyhee River 


CSb: North Fork Owyhee River from the crossing of the Deep Creek - Mud Flat Road (Owyhee 
Uplands NBC Byway) upstream to its headwaters, including major tributary streams: 28.5 
miles. 





a) North Fork Owyhee River: upstream of North Fork Crossing: 16.0 miles. 

b) Juniper Creek: confluence with North Fork upstream to crossing of Cliffs-Indian Meadows 
road: 1.5 miles. 

c) Cabin Creek: confluence with Juniper Creek upstream to crossing of Cliffs-Indian Meadows 
road: 3.5 miles. 

d) Corral Creek: confluence with Cabin Creck upstream to crossing of Cliffs-Indian Meadows 
road: 1.0 miles. 

¢) Noon Creek: confluence with North Fork upsiream 1 crossing of Rig Springs road: 3.0 
miles. 

f) Pleasant Valley Creek: confluence with North Fork upstream to mouth of canyon (southern 
subdivision line NW4NW4, Sec. 7, T. 10 S., R. 4 W.): 3.5 miles. 


Suitability Evalusti 


1. Characteristics which do, or do not, make the river corridor a worthy addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System: 


The upper North Fork Owyhee River and its tributary streams (Segment CSb) are in a highly 
natural condition and possess outstandingly remarkable recreational values (outstanding 
opportunities for primitive recreation and solitude), as well as outstandingly remarkable 
already been recognized for its outstanding river values with its congressional designation as 
a National Wild River (Oregon Omnibus Rivers Bill, 1988). The upper North Fork drainages 
that form from a convoluted landscape of rhyolitic rock outcrops and old-growth juniper 
woodlands into meandering sheer-walled chasms as deep as 400 feet. The canyons are 
characterized by rhyolite monoliths and pinnacle formations (hoodoos) often glazed with 
colorful micro-flora. Along much of the North Fork Canyon a southern tableland (Nickel and 
Pleasant Valley Table) has eroded into a vertical wall of blocky basalt to form the canyon’s 
rimrock. The river shoreline is lined with groves of mature and old-growth juniper and a 
Further detail on the characteristics of the upper North Fork Owyhee River segment are 


2. Current status of landownership and uses within the river corridor: 
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A. Total acres within corridor: approximately 8,720 acres (average 306 acres per river 
mile): 


BLM-admuinistered: 7,960 acres 
Private ownership: North Fork Owyhee - 320 acres 


There is 3.5% of the river segment’s length in private property. Of the acreage 
contained in the river corndor, only 3.7% involves private property. State lands also 
extend along 3.5% of the river segment's length but include 5.0% of the corridor’s 
acreage. 


3. Current management situation: 


being somewhat larger. Only the extreme western end of the segment just upstream of the 
North Fork Crossing is not in the BLM designations because of private properties. No 

is guided by the BLM Wilderness Interim Management Policy. Under the Owyhee RMP. the 
river and stream canyons within the river segment will lic mostly within a VRM Class I area 
that will have a “closed” off-highway vehicle designation; where the protection of primitive 
recreation settings is a management objective. The canyonlands adjoining the Owyhee 
Uplands NBC Byway, and associated private properties, and the Indian Meadows road are to 
be managed for VRM Class II and a roaded natural or semi-primitive motorized setting. 
Vehicle assess will be allowed only in these access corridors. 


A. Transportation, facilities and developments 


The river corridor is accessible by vehicle at the North Fork Crossing (Owyhee 
Uplands NBC Byway) where a regularly maintained gravel road bridges the river 
channel. The North Fork Canyon can also be reached from the north by a dirt road into 
private properties just upstream of the Crossing. Access to the other streams within 
the river segment is via the Indian Meadows road: a dirt road extending from “Cliffs” 
on the Byway eastward to Indian Meadows, which is located just north of the 
headwaters of the North Fork Owyhee River. This road, and its associated secondary 
route to Big Springs, cross all the tributary streams within the river segment with the 
exception of Pleasant Valley Creek. The stream crossings serve as the north segment 
boundary of all affected streams. There is no road access into the Pleasant Valley 
Creek portion of the river segment. However, more southerly reaches of Pleasant 
Valley Creek outside the river segment do have vehicle access. 
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No facilities or development exist within the upper North Fork Owyhee River corndor on BLM 
lands, with the exception of isolated gap fencing in the canyon rimrock areas. An actively used 
westernmost boundary of the river segment is defined by the bridge crossing of Owyhee 
Uplands NBC Byway. 


BR : —— 


Recreation use in the upper North Fork segment is largely confined *o backpacking. 
day hiking and fishing, with hunting occurring for a short time in the fall. Few are 
presently known to hike the length of the upper North Fork Canyon or its tributaries. 
One commercial outfitter, however, is initiating a llama packing service into the North 
Fork Owyhee Backcountry SRMA and will utilize portions of the river segment. 
Because of restricted access, overhanging riparian vegetation and rock falls, the river 
segment is not recognized for whitewater boating opportunities. Secondary activities 
associated with the river corridor’s hiking opportunities are dispersed primitive 
camping. sightseeing. nature study and photography. 


The upper North Fork Canyon and its tributary streams have been rated as Class A 
scenic quality (BLM Handbook H-8410-1). Their outstandingly remarkable scenic 
quality is attributable to a diversity in geological and vegetative landscapes, the 
prominence of vertical landforms, and the presence of water. The scenic quality of the 
canyons contributes significantly to the area's outstandingly remarkable recreational 
values. 


C. Livestock grazing 


The upper North Fork Owyhee River segment affects portions of four (4) livestock 
grazing allotments (MIC categories note i): 

0501 - Cliffs (1) 

0539 - Trout Springs (1) 

0546 - Pleasant Valiey (1) 

0548 - Battleground-Boni (1) 


D. Stream flow/water quality 


The upper North Fork Owyhee River drainages are perennial water courses with 
accumulative North Fork flows ranging from under 10 cfs in late summer to a historic 
high of over 2,000 cfs in 1984 and 1993. During normal water years, flows are 
sufficient to contribute to the river corridor’s outstandingly remarkable values. 














Water quality in the upper drainages of the North Fork are typical of that found in 
temperatures, siltation (mostly springtime) and livestock use of adjacent lands 
diminish water quality. The BLM is implementing Best Management Practices 
(BMPs) to improve overall water quality. 








4. Associated resource values: 


A. Wildlife and fisheries 


The river corridor is judged to have outstandingly remarkable wildlife values. The 
canyons as a whole support a large diversity of wildlife species and are critical to the 
overall ecosystem of southwest Idaho. The habitats of the canyons provide for mule 
deer, cougar, bobcat, raptors, small ground mammals (including shrews), reptiles, 
small birds, bats, and an increasing number of elk; several of these species are BLM 
sensitive. 


The waters of the river segment support populations of beaver, muskrat, river otter, 
nesting waterfow! and redband trout. River otter and redband trout are also special 


Status species. 
. Vegetation 


The canyons of the upper North Fork Owyhee River segment are comprised of a 
sagebrush-bunchgrass vegetation community in generally fair to good. The river 
channel is lined by a relatively dense to extremely dense riparian community of 
to dense stands of juniper woodlands cover the talus slopes and/or rimrocks of the 
resources of this river segment are considered to be regionally significant. 


. Geology 


The upper North Fork area is predominately Miocene rhyolitic welded tuffs and 
tuffaceous sediments overlaid, in part, by a thin mantle of basaltic flows. The river 
segment has either cut vertically into the rhyolite to form a vertical-walled gorge 
which areas of numerous pinnacles or hoodoos, or has eroded the overlying basalt into 
steep talus slopes that partially bury the rhyolite strata. The hoodoo formations, in 
combination with other geological formations, give the canyons outstandingly 
remarkable ¢.. gic values. 
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D. Cultural resources 


The upper North Fork corndor contains several known archacological sites of 
habitation. None of these sites has been individually nominated to the National 
Register of Historic Places. However, the upper North Fork drainages are considered 
important culturally for their potential concentration of prehistoric sites (cultural 
inventones are not complete). 


E. Wilderness 


The upper North Fork Owyhee River segment is mostly contained within the North 
Fork Owyhee River WSA. All affected portions of the river segment are within WSA 
lands previously determined to be suitable for congressional wilderness designation. 


5. Existing or potential conflicting uses: 
A. Energy and minerals 


There are currently no mining claims cn file for any lands within the river corridor. 
The locatable and fluid mineral potential has been rated as low. There are no known 
geothermal resources. 


B. Water resource development 


The river corridor has no site reserve for water power or storage development. The 
potential for power site development is considered low due to the limited supply of 
water available in the North Fork watershed. 


C. Aircraft over-flights 


Operations Area of southwest Idaho which is administered by the Mountain Home Air 
Force Base. High speed, low-elevation flights over the river segment occur on a 
regular basis. The upper reaches of the North Fork are also overflown by military 
helicopters operating out of the Idaho Air Guard base (Gowen Field) in Boise. These 
two types of flights cause a temporary disruption in the canyons’ otherwise 
outstanding opportunities for solitude. Present use levels are not considered a 
significant impact to the river segment's solitude opportunities. A proposal to 
intensify the use of the MOA by placing a targeting site(s) to the southeast could affect 
the canyons’ solitude opportunities by increasing the frequency of aircraft overflights. 
The degree of impact cannot be determined at this time, though potential impacts are 
suspected to be low to moderate. 
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6. Reasonably foreseeable impacts if designated or not designated: 


National river designation by itself will have little impact on the existing or future conditions 
of natural or recreational resources within the river segment. Changes in natural resource 
conditions will be driven by efforts to improve the overall quality of riparian systems within 
the river segment through changes in grazing management regardless of any type of 

quality and wildlife habitat, as well as improved scenic and primitive recreational values. 
Recreation management actions will key in on enhancing nonmotorized opportunities through 
the development of a limited trail system and through visitor use supervision and compliance. 
Again, these actions could occur regardless of a national river designation. 


Resource opportunities which would be curtailed or prohibited by a national river designation 
ifrigation storage or power. However, the potential for these opportunities is considered low 


7. Public, State, local and Federal interest in the designation of the river corridor: 

Interest has been shown by State and Federal agencies, and by local publics for river 
protection and/or designation. The designation would be managed by the Bureau of Land 
Management. No other Federal, State or local agencies would be affected. No apparent tribal 
interests are affected. 





8. Estimated cost for the administration and development of the river corridor: 


A. Anticipated funding requirements for the Upper North Fork Owyhee River: 


See the River Suitability Summary document for estimates of the funding needs for 
the management of eligible rivers in the Owyhee Resource Area. 


B. Potential fee title acquisitions or exchanges, or purchases of recreational/scenic 
easements. 


Exchanges: State lands on North Fork Owyhee: 
$0 as part of larger Idaho/BLM land exchange. 


Easements: Private lands on North Fork Owyhee: 
$104,000 for scenic/recreational easements 


Acquisition: Private land on North Fork Owyhee: 
$130,000 (alternative to easement - willing seller only) 
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9. Ability of the BLM to manage the river corndor as a National River designation: 


The river corndor is geographically isolated within a deep canyon with few vehicle access 
pownts. Easements of private properties would be needed on the North Fork to assure 
compatible development and improve public access (foot travel) along the river corndor 
upstream from the North Fork Crossing. Recreation use af present is very low due to seasonal 
use restnctons imposed by the natural environment. Designation will bring increased 
Limited physical access combined with limiting natural factors will allow the BLM to 
provide adequate recreation management with minimal in-field presence unul such um. as a 
possible trail project is initiated (see below). Such a project would required an increased 
presence from the BLM ww ensure the protection of river values. 


Recreational development would remain confined to the possible construction of a trail 
system throughout the North Fork Owyhee River SRMA/WSA_ The trail planning corridors 
identified for this system in the Owyhee RMP include crossings of river/stream channels. 
Such development would de feasible within any of the three classification if design/ 
development standards are met (see Owyhee RMP). 


10. Historical or existing rights which could be adversely affected: 


No historical or existing rights would be adversely affected by the national designation. 
11. Other issues and concerns identified in the land use planning process: 


A. The question of trail construction in the upper !North Fork drainages remains 
unanswered at this time. The Owyhee RMP has identified a system of trail planning 
corridors for the future considerat.on of trail construction. Trail development would 
have a minimal affect on the natural character of the river corridor as presently 
proposed, and would, .herefore, be feasible under any of the three classifications. 


B. Additional drift fencing may be required along the canyon rimrocks to control 
livestock access to the river channel, but any cross-fencing of the river and tributary 
streams within the defined corndor would be prohibited. 


C. The tributary drainages of the upper North Fork have been identified for the possible 
placement of streambank stabilization projects and instream watershed/fishenes 
projects. Such efforts would not be consistent with national river designation under a 
wild or scenic classification. 
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D. Methods of fire fighting will be lumsted. Use of heavy equipment would be prohibited 
in the river corridor except at the North Fork Crorsing in order to protect life and 
property. 


E The restoration of cottonwood and aspen communities along the upper North Fork 
should be given consideration. 


F. Military overflights offer the greatest potential for adverse impacts to recreation 


Seitabiliey D —_ 


The upper North Fork Owyhee River corridor (16.0 miles of Segment CSb) possesses river 
values that would allow it to be designated as a wild river corridor. The remaining tributary 
stream miles (12.5 miles) within the segment also possess these values. However, it is the 
BLM's recommendation to the Secretary that only the 16.0 miles of the upper North Fork 
Owyhee River should be designated a National Wild River. The other 12.5 miles would receive 
no national designation and would remain under the BLM’'s administrative SRMA designation. 
The SRMA designation is sufficient to protect the overall natural character and associated 
recreational values of these tributary streams. Wilderness designation is also pending on these 
stream reaches. While wilderness designation may also come to the North Fork Canyon, an 
additional designation as a National Wild River would give recognition to the fact that its larger 
canyon has nationally significant river values of equal standing with those found on 
surrounding forks of the Owyhee River system in Oregon, idaho and Nevada that have already 
been congressionally de ignated or recommended for designation. 





Segment C9: Boulder - Rock Creek 

CY: Rock Creek beginning in Sec. 15, T. 7 S.. R. 3 W. downstream to its confluence with the 
North Fork of Boulder Creck: then downstream to its confluence with Boulder Creek. then 
downstream into Sec. 32, T. 6 S.. R. 4 W.: 11.5 miles. 


Rock Creek: From western legal subdivision for Section 16, T. 7 S., R. 3 W. downstream to 
confluence with the North Fork Boulder Creck: 3.5 miles. 


Appendix * A-377 














North Fork Boulder Creek: Confluence of Rock Creck Guwnstream % conflucace with South 
Fork Boulder Creek: 3.75 miles. 

Boulder Creek: Confluence of North Fork and South Fork Boulder Creck downstream to 
southere boundary of private property in N2, Section 32, T. 6 S.. R. 4 W.: 4.25 miles. 





Suitability Evaluabon 


1. Characteristics which do, or do act, make the stream corridor a worthy addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System: 


The Boulder - Rock Creck segment (Segment C9) consists of three sections of camyon. Rock 
Creek is contained in a 400 to S00-foot deep camyon whose southern wall eventually reaches 
700 feet above the stream channel by the time the stream joins with the North Fork Boulder 
Creek. The canyons of both Rock Creek and North Fork Boulder Creek have been ca: ved into % 
predominately rhyolite rock. The camyon landscape is that of very steep, talus slopes 
intermixed with sheer, monolithic cliffs crode/ into a myriad of fractured columnar forms, 
some of which stand as individual pinnacles or spires known as “hoodoos.” The cliffs are 
concentrated ai the upper elevations of the canyons. Unlike many of the rhyolite canyons in 
the Owyhee Resource Area, the cliffs are not nearly continuous. They appear as “castles” of 
rock amid an otherwise V-shaped canyon landscape. Extending from rounded ndgelines, 
talus slopes descend to the extremely meandering stream ci ane!, frequently being 
interrupted by cliffs and rock outcrops. The talus slopes are a mosaic of rhyolite rubble 
fields, where few plants grow, and shallow to deep soil areas covered with sagebrush- 
grassland communities. Scattered throughout the canyon at all elevations 1s western juniper 
ht exists as lone, old-growth trees that choose to grow directly from the fractures in bedrock 
cliffs and outcrops, or as thin to dense stands of mature to young-aged trees in areas of more 
soil. Juniper also grows in the riparian plant community. Riparian vegetation along the 
streams can be extensive, consisting predominately of willow. 


As North Fork Boulder Creek joins with the South Fork, remnant basaltic flows influence the 
character of the landscape. The rhyolite is buried beneath a thin mantle of basalt that defines 
the rimrock of Boulder Creek Canyon. The canyon timrock is a nearly continuous, vertical 
wall of blocky fractured bedrock. Talus slopes extend from the base of the rimrock to the 
stream channel; only occasionally being interrupted by small cliffs of exposed rhyolite 
bedrock. As in the upper reaches of the stream segment, a mosaic of rock rubble fields, 
sagebrush-grasslands communities, and scattered juniper cover the talus slopes Along the 
stream channel is a relatively well developed nparian community with only an occasional 
juniper 


For more detail on the characteristics of the Boulder Creek - Rock Creek segment, see the 
eligibility assessment: 
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2. Current status of landownership and uses within the stream corridor 


A. Total acres within corridor: approximately 3,450 acres (average 300 acres per stream 


mile): 


BLM-administcred: 3,030 acres 
Private ownership: 340 acres (one parce!) 
State ownership: 80 acres 


There is 13.0% of the stream segment's length contained in private property. Of the 
acreage Contained in the stream corndor, about 9 8% invol\es private property. State 
lands is the corridor account for 4.39% of its length and 2.3% of its acreage. 


3. Current management situation: 


The entire stream segment, with the exception of the North Fork Boulder Creek private 
properties, .- within the Boulder Creek Outstanding Natural Area (ONA) identified by the 
Owyhee MFP. No recreation activity planning for this ONA was ever done. The ONA is now 
being re-evaluated under the BLM's area of critical concern (ACEC) guidelines during the 
Owyhee RMP, but the ACEC includes only the lower portion of the stream segment involving 
Boulder Creek and a short portion of its North and South Fork. This lower portion is also part 
of the identified Boulder Creek crucial mule deer winter range. The Rock Creek portion of the 
segment has been dropped from ACEC consideration. 


A. Transportation, facilities and developments 





The canyon of Rock Creek is free of cultural modifications other than an occasional gap 
fence across the openings to side draws. Human developments activities begin at. and 
are concentrated on, the private properties extending for over |.5 miles along North Fork 
Boulder Creek from its confluence with Rock Creek. The imprints of man in this stretch 
of stream include a historic cabin site near the streams’ confluence, a old jeep irail 
extending over the north rim of the canyon in the vicinity of the cabin, evidence of 
stream gravel removal along much of the stream channel, a dirt road crossing on the west 
end of the properties, and a scattering of barbed wire fences. The gravel removal 








and pushed over trees. On Boulder Creek, there is a fence across the bottom of the 
canyon about one-quarter mile below the confluence of Deer Creek. Also, a fence 
extends across the canyon bottom just before the end of the segment (one-quarter mile 
upstream of the lower private properties that define the segment) Another three-cights 
of a mile above this . swer fence an olJ jeep trail extends tc the stream’s north shore after 
traversing the bottom of a side draw. Ai the creck is the rernnants of an old livestock 
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bridge. A umber of jeep trails dead end at the rimrock of Boulder Creek Canyon, but 
they are not within nor visible from the stream cormndor 


B. Recreanon activites and visual quality 


The Boulder-Rock Creek camyon complex offers backpacking or day-hiking 
opportunites during the spring. summer and fall months. The fall season also brings 
excellent bunting opportunmies. Other than hunting, current recreational use 1s low. 
and is exg_cted to remain relatively low. The Boulder-Rock Creck segment does 
contain sufficient flows and appropnate channe! structure to allow boating 
opportunities for a short period of time during the spring months. The stream is 
suitable for use by kayak and open canoe. Few boaters have yet to run the stream. The 
canyons are expected to aftract recreation users only from the immediate geographical 
area (southwest idaho) and act from the Pacific Northwest (PNW) region. 
Recreational values are not considered regionally or nationally significant. 


The canyons of Boulder - Rock Crock are rated as Class A scenic quality (BLM 
Handbook H-8410-1). The outstandingly remarkable scenic quality found in the 
canyons is attributed to a diversity in geological and vegetative landscapes. the 
abundance of vertical forms, and the presence of waiter. 


C. Livestock grazing 





The Boulder - Rock Creek corridor affects portions of eight (8) livestock grazing 
allotments (MIC category noted): 


0640 - Bachelor Flat FFR (1) 
0631 - Lower Deer Creek (1) 
0526 - Boulder Plat (1) 
0630 - Baxter Basin (1) 
0595 - Combination Creek (1) 
0594 - Big Field FFR (M) 
0465 - Quintana FFR (1) 
0574 - West Antelope (1) 


D. Stream flow/water quality 
Boulder - Rock Creek is a perennial water course with flows ranging from under 10 cfs 
in the summer and fall to short-term high runoff flows over SOO cfs dunng winter 


storms and/or spring snowmelt. The streams’ flows contribute significantly to the 
comdor’s outstar. fingly remarkable valucs. 


: 
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Water quality on the Boulder - Rock Crock segment is typecal of that found m 
associapon with desert nvers of the Interbasen Regoon where low flows. ngh summer 
temperatures, saltabon (mostly spnagume) and livestock use of adjacent lands 
Guramish water quality The BLM 1s attempung to implementing Best Manseement 
Practices (BMPs) to umprove overall water quality. 















4. Associated resource valucs: 
A. Wildlife and fisheries 


The stream corndor 1s judged to have outstandingly remarkable wildlife values The 

canyons as a whole support a large diversity of wildlife species and are critical to the 
overall ecosystem of southwest idaho The habitats of the canyons provide for mule 

deer (crucial mule deer wonter range). cougar, bobcat, raptors, small ground mammals 
(including shrews), repules. small birds, bats. and an increasing number of Califorma 
tighorn sheep and clk. several of these species are BLM sensitive. The waters of the 

stream segment support populations of beaver, muskrat, nver otter, nesting waterfow! 
and redband trout. River otter and redband trout are also special status species. 


B Vegetation 


The canyons of the Boulder - Rock “reek segment are comprised of a sagebrush- 
bunchgrass vegetation community in generally fair to good to good The stream 
channel 1s lined by a relatively dense to extremely dense mpanan community of 
willow, juniper, chokecherry, dogwood, alder, ro«e, current. sedges and grasses that is 
typical of streams found throughout the Owyhee Aesource Area. Thin to demse stands 
ot yuniper woodlands cover the talus slopes and/or nmrocks of the canyons. Sensitive 
segment are not considered \o be regionally or nationally significant. 


C. Geology 


welded tuffs and tuffaceous sediments. In Boulder Creek Canyon, the rhyolites are 
topped with a tin mantle of basaltic flows. The stream has cut into the rhyolite to 
form a V-shaped canyon of long. steep talus slopes interrupted by pinnacic outcropping 
and monolithic sheer walls. The basaluc flows of Boulder Creek have been eroded 
into a nearly continuous vertical wall of blocky fractured rock. These geologic 
structures contribute to the quality of the stream segment but are not considered to be 
outstandingly remarkable 
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D. Caudeural resource: 


A eumiber of prehestonc archacologscal wies hawe been found euthen the Bowkder Rock 
Creek areca m associabon with rock shehers and streamuuade habetapon = Historx wtes 
inchade a cabun site on private property scar the Rock Creck - North Boulder Crock 
confluence None of these utes have bees individually recommended to the Nabonal 
Register of Historic Places. The collective significance of sites im thes areca is as yet 
unknown (invemtanes have not been completed) 


E Wilderness 
There are no wilderness study arcas involved with the Jump Creek segment 


5S. Existing or potential comlicting uses. 
A. Energy and mincrals 


There are currently no maining clamms on file for amy lands within the stream corndor 
The area has been identified as having a low potential for locatable and flusd muncrals. as 
well as for geothermal resources. 


B Water resource development 


The stream corridor has no sive reserve for water power or storage development. A 
potential for power site/wair. storage development has been identified for the lower 
Boulder - Jordan Creck druinages So far. ute development consuderatons have not 
reached upstream into this .egment of stream 


C. Aircraft overflights 


The Boulder - Rock Creck segment lics wither une “*Aary Operations Area (MOA) for 
southwest Idaho High speed. jlow-elevation 1 wtary arcraft overflights of this stream 
segment do not accur on a frequent or regular basis =e area 1s however. regularly used 
for military hehcopter trammg operatons by the idaho Aw Guard out of Gowen Field 
(Bosse) These flights are not consadered to have a notable umpact on the stream 
cormndor's solitude or recreation values. 

6 Reasonably foreseeable impacts if designated of not designated 

National nver designation by itself wii have little umpact on the existe of future condipons of 


natural of recreational resources within the stream segment Changes in natural resource 
conditons will be driven by efforts to umprove the overall quality of mpanan systems within the 
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river segment through changes in grazing management regardless of any type of 
quality and wildlife habitat, as well as improved scenic and recreational values. 


Resource opportunities which would be curtailed or prohibited by a national nver designation 
include mineral/energy exploration and development, water develomment projects for 
itrigation storage or power, and possible material sales of gravel. ‘\".¢ potential for locatable 
and fiuid mineral opportunities is judged to be low at this time. No known geothermal 
resources exist. 





7. Public, State, local and Federal interest in the designation of the stream corridor: 


Interest has been shown by State and Federal agencies, and by iocal publics for stream 


protection and/or designation. Any national designation would be managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management. No other Federal or local agencies would be affected. The Idaho State 


Department of Lands could be affected should a right-of-way be granted for the proposed 
The BLM could seek scenic easements or fee title acquisition through exchange or purchase 
for the 340 acres of private property, as well as exchanges on affected state lands (80 acres). 
However, such an action would not alleviate the need for a regional gravel source in this 
stream segment. 


8. Estimated cost for the administration and development of the stream corridor: 
A. Anticipated funding requirements for the Boulder - Rock Creek segment: 


See the River Suitability Summary document for estimates on funding needs for the 
management of the various eligible rivers in the Owyhee Resource Area. 


B. Potential fee title acquisitions or exchanges, or purchases of recreational/scenic 
easements: * 


Exchanges: Idaho/County/BLM land exchange possible for the creation of a State/ 
County Park. 


9. Ability of the BLM to manage the stream corridor as a National River designation: 
Management of the North Boulder Creek portion of the stream corridor as a component of the 


National Wild and Scenic Rivers System would not be possible without the obtainment of a 
scenic and recreational easement of private properties, or through the acquisition (willing 
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seller only) of the properties. The lands along the creek have historically been used for the 
extraction of gravel presumably to surface the nearby Triangle Road. A current proposal by the 
Idaho Department of Lands to upgrade the dirt road crossing at the west end of the properties as 
part of the Combination Ridge Road construction project will in all likelihood require the 
removal of large amounts of gravel from the creek, as well as increase the amount of materials 
needed annually for road maintenance in the Triangle area of the Owyhee Resource Arez. Even 
with casement or acquisition, the BLM itself may need to retain use of the streambed for gravel 
for the same purpose. In addition, the Idaho Department of Lands will seek a right-of-way 





The remainder of the stream segment consisting of two separate stretches of creek (Rock Creek 
and Boulder Creek) which could be managed as components of the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System: however, each stretch of stream would be less than five miles in length. 


10. Historical or existing rights which could be adversely affected: 


No historical or existing rights would be adversely affected by the national designation. But, 
again, a road right-of-way issued to the Idaho State Department of Lands may be forthcoming. 


11. Other issues and concerns identified in the land use planning process: 


A. The Owyhee RMP has proposed the designation of the lower canyon area as an ACEC for 
just above the North - South Fork Boulder Creek confluence downstream to the segment's 
western boundary. 


B. The construction of the Combination Ridge Road could necessitate the realignment of the 
road crossing of the North Fork Boulder Creek. This realignment and necessary right-of- 
way, in combination with the need for gravel extraction from the creek, is in conflict with 
a federal national river designation. 


Suitsbiliey Desermineti 


It is the BLM’s recommendation to the Secretary that the entire 11.5 miles of the Boulder - Rock 
segment (Segment N8) are not suitable for designation as a component of the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers System. The proposal for the Combination Ridge Road and continued gravel 
extraction needs is in conflict with a national river designation. In addition, the two remaining 
sections of the segment are not judged to be long enough nor to have river values of equal quality 
with those of other eligible stream river segments in the Owyhee Re ource Area to warrant 4 
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Segment N8: Jump Creek 


N8: Jump Creek from livestock division fence in Sec. 8, T. 1 N., R. 5 W. downstream to the 
southern boundary of private property in the N2NE4, Sec. 27, T. 2 N.. R. 5 W.: 4.5 miles. 





Seitabiliey Evaluati 


1. Characteristics which do, or do not, make the stream corridor a worthy addition to the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System: 


Jump Creek (Segment N8) above Jump Creek Falls is in a highly natural condition and 
Jump Creek Canyon is a sheer-walled chasm where rhyolite cliffs rise directly from the 
stream or from small talus slopes that intermittently shape the course of the stream. The 
cliffs are eroded into a myriad of highly fractured, monoliths and columnar-shaped forms. 
The canyon reaches a depth of 600 feet and averages less than one-quarter mile across along 
much of its length. 


Within the canyon, isolated pockets of sagebrush-bunchgrass communities occupy the talus 
slopes tucked between the cliffs of an otherwise vertical landscape of rock. In the bottom of 
the canyon, four riparian communities grow along Jump Creek. In the uppermost reaches of 
the canyon there is no perennial flow. There is only spring snowmelt or flash flooding from 
Ephemeral pools and deep, isolated pools that last year-round are common. About two miles 
into the canyon a series of numerous springs discharge along a one-quarter mile stretch of the 
creek. Below these springs the amount of water in Jump Creek appears to remain constant all 
the way through the remainder of the segment, except during high water periods. Below the 
and water birch occur. The forest gallery forms a continuous band of riparian vegetation 
above the top of Jump Creek Falls. 


Jump Creek Falls is a vertical falls of about 60 feet that topographically isolates the upper 4 
miles of the canyon bottom from the remaining one-half mile of stream. Below the falls, the 
riparian communities continue until the end of the segment. However, one-quarter mile 
below the falls the large canyon abruptly ends as the surrounding rhyolite plateau is replaced 
by the peneplain lands that extend southward from the Snake River. The peneplain is a 
moderately convoluted landscape of eroded rhyolites and sedimentary rock strata. The last 
one-quarter mile of the stream segment is contained in a small, narrow, sheer-walled canyon 
of rhyolite noted for its gas pocket formations. 








Below the falls the canyon’s natural character is being severely impacted by concentrated and 
often irresponsible recreation use. Erosion from human trailings is extensive. Public sanitation 
and safety problems are also a major management concern. 


For more detail on the characteristics of Jump Creek, see the eligibility assessment. 
2. Current status of landownership and uses within the stream corridor: 


A. Total acres within corridor: approximately 700 acres (average 156 acres per stream 
mile): 


BLM-administered: 700 acres 
Private ownership: none 
State ownership: none 


3. Current management situation: 


The entire length of the Jump Creek segment lies within the Jump Creek Special Recreation 
Management Area (SRMA) established by the Owyhee MFP. The majority of the canyon is also 
overlaid by the 465-acre Jump Creek Recreation Site (this site does not extead to southern 
livestock division fence). The Owyhee RMP proposes to reduce the SRMA to the size of the 
recreation site. The Owyhee RMP has also proposed that the canyon above Jump Creek Falls be 
designated an ACEC for its vegetation values. The upper canyon (except near the southern 
livestock division fence) will be managed for VRM Class I and a primitive or semi-primitive 
nonmotorized setting with no vehicle access. Below the falls and near the southern division 
fence, the stream corridor will be VRM Class II and II] within a roaded natural or semi- 
primitive motorized setting. Recreation development (Jump Creek Recreation Site) will 
continue to occur to mitigate the affects of concentrated recreational use. 

A. Transportation, facilities and developments 


The segment begins with the east-west crossing of the stream channel by a barbed wire 
fence. Just below this division fence a newly constructed (1993) fence traverses the 
canyon bottom and eastern rimrocks in a north-south direction. The segment ends with 
another fence reaching to the rimrock above the creek near the northern private property. 
Between the fencelines, Jump Creek Canyon is free of cultural modifications until the 
stream reaches Jump Creek Falls. Below the falls (last one-half mile of the segment), the 
stream is affected by recreation developments and by the scars of abusive recreational 
visitor behavior. For many years the lower canyon has been marred by vandalism (spray 
painting), littering, multiple trailings (foot trails caused by uncontrolled visitor use) and 
associated erosion problems, and by the affects of human waste. Just outside the canyon, 
where a gravel road extends to the mouth of the canyon from South Jump Creek Road, the 
steep slopes of the plateau front are defaced by off-road vehicle use and associated 
erosion. 
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In 1988, the BLM began efforts to restore the scenic, recreational and watershed 
resources of the lower canyon area by constructing a parking lot with barners posts, 

by building a one-quarter mile long trail to the base of the falls (including stairs near the 
parking lot). However, ORV use continues to remain a serious problem. Also, 
uncontrolled foot traffic at the falis continues to denude and erode surrounding slopes. 
The affects of recreation use extend a short distance above the falls in the form of 
trailings and litter. Additional work may include a trail bridge across the creek, a 
toilet and fire grills. 


and concentrates them in a relatively small area; leading to the environmental and 
social problems previously described. It is estimated that Jump Creek receives 
between 7,000 and 10,000 visitors per year. Recreational use above the falls in recent 
years has been occurring at an ever increasing level; contributing to a decline in 
natural values just above the falls. It is expected that the evidence of human use 
(trailings, litter, sanitation problems) will gradually spread upstream throughout most 
of the upper canyon area without management intervention. 


The canyon of Jump Creek has been rated as Class A scenic quality (BLM Handbook 
H-8410-1). The outstandingly remarkable scenic quality of the canyon is attributable 
to a diversity in geological and vegetative landscapes, the prominence of vertical 
landforms, and the presence of water. The woodland riparian communities are 
particularly important to the canyon’s scenic quality; making it uniquely different 
from other eligible river/stream segments in the Owyhee Resource Area. The scenic 
quality of the canyon contributes significantly to the area's outstandingly remarkable 
recreational values. At the mouth of the canyon, surrounding lands are rated as Class 
B and C scenic quality where the predominate landform is that of the Snake River 
peneplain. The narrow and shallow canyon of the northern end of Jump Creek is 
considered of Class B scenic quality. 


C. Livestock grazing 
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C. Livestock grazing 





The Jump Creek corridor affects portions of two (2) livestock grazing allotments (MIC 
Categories noted): 


0514 - Alkali-Wildcat (1) 
0603 - Poison Creek (1) 


D. Stream flow/water quality 


From below the upper canyon springs, Jump Creek is a perennial water course with 
flows ranging from a base flow of under 10 cfs in the summer and fall to short-term 
high runoff flows of hundreds of cfs during winter storms and/or spring snowmelt. 
The base flow contributes significantly to the stream corridor’s outstandingly 
remarkable values. 


Water quality on the Jump Creek segment is somewhat typical of that found in 
temperatures, siltation (mostly springtime) and livestock use of adjacent lands 
diminish water quality. Yet, in the case of Jump Creek, human recreational use is also 
contributing to water quality problems. It should be noted that during base flow 
periods the upper canyon area, which is void of livestock and where the stream 
channel is sheltered from the sun along much of its course, water quality is relatively 
use areas to the south (Sands Basin) and below the falls where human urine and 
defecation exists in abundance. The BLM is attempting to implementing Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) to improve overall water quality. 


4. Associated resource values: 


A. Wildlife and fisheries 


The stream corridor is judged to have outstandingly remarkable wildlife values. The 
unique vegetation communities of the stream segment provide habitat for a diversity 
of wildlife species including raptors, a host of small birds, small ground mammals 
(including shrews), bats, reptiles, and larger species such as mule deer, bobcat, cougar 
and possibly California bighorn sheep. Among these species are several BLM 
sensitive. The waters of Jump Creek provide for redband trout: a BLM sensitive 
species. 











B. Vegetation 


The canyon of Jump Creek has unique mparian vegetation communities of birch in 
good to excellent condition; syringa (Idaho State Flower) being a major or dominant 
vegetative component of the mparian communities along much of the stream course. 
The canyons also contain upland vegetation in good to excellent condition. The 
above the falls has been recommended as an ACEC for the protection of its 
outstandingly remarkable vegetation values. 


C. Geology 


The Jump Creek Canyon is predominately Miocene rhyolitic welded tuffs and 
tuffaceous sediments. The stream has cut vertically into the rhyolite to form 2 narrow 
gorge of huge rock monoliths and pinnacles or hoodoo formations. These geologic 
structures contribute to the quality of the stream segment but are not considered to be 
outstandingly remarkable due largely to the short length of the canyon. 


D. Cultural resources 


A number of prehistoric archaeological sites have been found within the Jump Creek 

segment, including one near the parking lot area at the canyon's mouth. This site must 
peunnebeday Gti embed eniie anaeinn. The significance of 
the sites is as yet unknown. 


E. Wilderness 
‘here are no wilderness study areas involved with the Jump Creek segment 
5. Existing or potential conflicting uses: 
A Energy and minerals 


There are currently no mining claims on file for any lands within the stream corndor. 
One mining claim had existed just west of the Jump Creek Recreation Site, but it was 
closed in 1991 due to a lack of required assessment work It is expected that the claim 
will someday be developed for the removal of diatomite or zeolite. The deposit does 
not extend into the Jump Creek corridor. However, development of the claim could 
disrupt to some extent the recreation opportunities at the Jump Creek Recreation Site 
because of noise and dust, and from and truck traffic along the recreation site access 
road. 
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B. Water resource development 


The stream corridor has no site reserve for water power or storage development. The 
potential for power site development is considered low due to the limsted supply of 
water available in the Jump Creek watershed. 


C. Aircraft overflights 
6. Reasonably foreseeable impacts if designated or not designated 


National river designation could have an impact on the existing or future conditions of 
natural or recreational resources within the stream segment. The protection and restoration 
of natural resource conditions will be driven by efforts to retain or improve the overall 
quality “f mpanan systems and upland areas within the nver segment through changes in 
recreation management and. to a lesser extent. grazing management regardless of 

could restrict or prohibit efforts to intensely manage the segment to mitigate ongoing 
recreational impacts by limsting the management options available. thereby possibly 
affecting the long-term condition of recreational and natural resources within the stream 
segment (see discussion under Section #9). 





Resource opportunities which would be curtailed or prohibited by a national river designation 
immgation storage or power. However, the potential for these opportunities 1s considered low 
within the Jump Creek segment. 


7. Public, State, local and Federal interest in the designation of the stream corridor: 
Interest has been shown by local, State and Federal agencies, and by local publics for stream 
protection and/or designation. Because of the scope of recreational management problems at 
Jump Creek, the designation will have to be managed cooperatively by the BLM, Owyhee 
County and local townships. No apparent tribal interests are affected. 
8. Estimated cost for the administration and development of the stream corndor 

A. Anticipated funding requirements for the Jump Creek segment. 


See the River Suitability Summary document for estimates on the funding needs for 
the management of the various eligible rivers in the Owyhee Resource Area. 
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B. Potential fee utle acquisitions or exchanges, or purchases of recreational/scenic 
casements: 


Exchanges: Idaho/County/BLM land exchange possible for the creation of a State/ 
County Park. 


9. Ability of the BLM to manage the stream corridor as a National River designation: 





The BLM believes that it cannot effectively manage Jump Creek as a component of the 
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System. The scope of the recreational management 
problems at Jump Creek must be collectively addressed by the BLM and by local and state 
agencies. The stream segment will require a sizeable investment in recreational facilities 
(trails and signing) which. while “hardening” the si against unacceptable natural resource 
detenoration, will lead to a change in the recreation opportunity setting above the falls from 
primutive to semi-primutive nonmotonzed. This change in management setting would be 
allowed if the entire stream segment was designated a national recreational mver However. 
to provide for long-term protection of recreational and natural resources. it is expected that 
Jump Creek will eventually neeu a 24-hour managerial presence. Such a presence may be 
possible only through a cooperative management effort between the BLM. local affected 

tc wnships (Marsing and Homedale) and Owyhee County where the transfer of ownership/ 
management in total or in part could occur. Shared management responsibility has proven 
effective for individual sites along otherwise federally administered rivers (Arkansas. 
Colorado). Yet in the case of Jump Creek, nearly the entire stream segment's length could be 
involved. The creation of a BLM national river designation would be inappropriate. A local 
or regronal designation, however, would be warranted 


10. Historical or existing rights which could be adversely affected: 


No hastoncal or existing mghts would be adversely affected by a national designation. 
11. Other issues and concerns identified in the land use planning process: 


The Owyhee RMP has proposed the designation of the upper canyon area as an ACEC for the 
protection of unique vegetation values. These values are in jeopardy because of the continual 
encroachment of recreational use above Jump Creek Falls. The closure of Jump Creek to 
recreational use in light of its significance as a local and regional recreational attraction is 
not a realistic management option. Instead. the BLM and affected local interest must look 
toward a management solution which blends natural resource protection with recreation use 
supervision to develop Jump Creek as a facility/management intensive interpretive site to 
educate the public about the natural resources of southwest Idaho's canyon environments. 
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Suitability D — 


it is the BLM's recommendation to the Secretary that the entire 4.5 miles of Jump Creek 
(Segment N8) are not suitable for designation as a component of the National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers System. Jump Creek cannot be effectively managed for the protection of its river values 


within the framework of management constraints imposed under a wild. scenic or recreational 
classification. 











Class I: The objective of this class is to preserve the existing character of the landscape. This 
class provides for natural ecological changes. however, docs not preclude very limited 
management activity. The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be very low 
and musi not aftract afienbon. 


This VRM classificati ies to BLM ey 
imterest and BLM management call for the preservation of a pnsune landscape. 


Under thus classificaon. construction of sew rangeland (livestock. watershed, wild horse. and 
wildlife) faciluues, roads, recreatxn sites and vegetabon treatment projects 1s not permuted. 
Construction of recreational trails 1s permutied. 


Class Ii: The objective of this class is to retain the existing character of the landscape. The 
level of change to the characteristic landscape should be low. Management activities may be 
seen, but should not attract the attention of the casual observer. Any changes must repeat the 
basic elements of form. line. color. and texture found in the predominant natural features of the 


This VRM classificanon apphes to BLM special administrative designations where public 
interest and BLM management call for the protection of existing primstive landscapes 
management area can also have this classification. The affected lands are generally natural in 
appearance but are not pnstine landscapes. 


Maimenance and reconstruction of existing facilities such that the lines. forms. colors, and 
textures associated with the rehabilitated facilines harmonize with those of the characternstic 
natura) Landscapes is permitied. Except within wilderness study areas (WSAs), very limited 
construcbon of new rengeland facilities and vegetation treatment projects 1s permitted. 
Limited new recreation facilites (trails and small recreation sites) and limited road 
construction, reconstruction, and maintenance is permitted If the visual contrast of the project 
ca not be buil/rebuilt to minimize visual impacts to the characteristic natural landscape. then 
the project work will not be undertaken. Within WSAs. no surface disturbing activities, other 
than trasl construction. would be allowed. 


Class 11-IMP: Under this classification, lands would be managed under Class I objectives 
during the ume that nonsuitable wilderness study area (WSA) lands remain under the BLM 

Wilderness Interim Management Policy (IMP). with the exception that no surface disturtung 
activites, other than trail construction, would be allowed If the unsurtable WSA lands are 

released by Congress, the affected lands would convert to VRM Class IV areas. 








Class I1l: The objective of this class is to partially retain the existing character of the 
landscape. The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be moderate. 
Management activites may aftract afienvon but should not domunate the view of the casual 
observer. Changes should repeat the basic clements found m the predominant natural features 
of the characteristic landscape. 





Thes VRM classificamon apphes to BLM special adminestratrve designatons and to travel 
corndors across the ¢itensive management arca where public interest and BLM management 
calls for protecting the appearance of the existing landscape. the landscape may already be 
highly modified. The classification occurs where the amount of use is relatively high and 
scenx quality 1s generally good 


projects 1s permstied Recreation site and road construction and reconstruction 1s permitted In 
all cases, emphasis will be placed on construction techmgues that will reduce the project's 
visual umpacts to the characterstic ne*ural landscape. 


Class [V: The objective of this class is to ,sovide for management activities which would 
require major modification of the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to 
the characteristic landscape can be high These management activities may dominate the view 
and be the major focus of viewer attention. However. every attempt should be made to 
mumimze the impact of these activites through careful location. minimal disturbance. and 
repeating the basic elements 


This VRM classification apphes to all BLM lands im the Owyhee Resource Area not contained 
m special designation areas or visually sensitive areas. These lands generally reflect those 
lands of lesser (fair) scemic quality along major travel corndors or lands remote from travel 
corndors with fair to good scenic quality. the affected lands may or may not already be highly 
modified 


Masmtenance. construction. and reconstruction of rangeland facilities and vegetation treatment 
projects 1s permitted Recreation site construction and road construction and reconstruction 1s 
permatied An attempt will be made to minimize visual impacts where ever possible 
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input-output analysis is a branch of economic statistics, specifically. cconometncs. The recent 
emergence of imput-outpul analyses as a useful branch of economics dates from the 
development by Wassily Leonnef mm the 1930s of a general theory of production based on the 
economac imerdependence of producing industnes of the economy 


Any developed economy, whether national. regsonal. or local. 1 charactenzed by a igh degree 
of mmterdependence among producing industnes of the economy. Each economic industry not 
only produces goods or services, but 1s also a consumer itself, purchasing other goods and 
services for use im the production process. Intenndustry relations have long been recognized 
(Francots Quesnay's “Tableau Economique”. 1758) and have been improved upon (Leon 
Walras, 1870s) as knowledge increased and the ability to empirically (Leone. 1936) estamatc 
the model's equations have became available with statistically observable data Through the 
use of amplifying assumpnons. the input-output procedure 1 now capable of being definabic 
and determinable. just as a picture projects the characteristics of its subject in a moment of 
time 


It ts the process of industries selling to other industries for the purpose of providing necessary 
poods and services which is captured m a set of transactions tables. Each industry's output 
consists of summmung its sales to all other industrnes and to final demand. i ¢ . to ultimate 
consumers rather than other producing industnes. The amount of each product consumed im 
each industry depends only on the level of output for that industry Equilibrum im the economy 
ts attained when cach industry's output equals sts total purchases. which are in turn determined 
by the output of all other industnes. 


For a further discussion and a mathematical presentation on this subject see a short writeup im 
“An introduction to 1-O Modelling” in Appendix G of Micro IMPLAN User's Guide, Version 
91-F (available at the Bowe Field Office) or see Harry W. Richardson. Input-Output and 
Regional Economics, Halsted Press, New York, 1972. 





The followimg secon has been excerpted from a paper that will be out shortly m printed 
proceedings (Range Economics Sympowum af the | 999 Society for Range Management 
mecting in Omaha) ht explamms the base process that was used to move from the crop and 
lvestock enterprise budgets developed m Owyhee County to the YO accounts 


Inga i -ow put (VO) modeling 1s a quantstatrve tool used for effectively estimating resulting 
mmpet: of exogenous “shocks” to an ccomomy m terms of industry output. moome. and 
employment. Useng an VO model. nmpact assessments can be used to show effects of 
governmental pohces. acw business introducbon. or busmess closure on a regoonal or local 
economy. The VO model s semply a map of transactons of purchases and sales made between 
differemt entstes im a bocal economy 


The use of input-output models for ummact analyses has expanded given the development of 
numerous Macrocomputer inpul-outpul programs Macrocomputer programs cach as IMPLAN 
(Minnesota IMPLAN Group Inc. 1997), ADOTMATR (Lamphear and Konecny 1983), RIMS Il 
(U.S. Departmen of Commerce 1981). and the Schaffer Model (Schaffer and Davidson 1985) 
employ secondary procedures to formulate local mput-output models The secondary 
procedures have been adopted because of ime and moncy constramnts that pro. lode 
development of a primary survey-based mput-output model Schaffer and Chu (| 969) and 
Round (1983) analyzed potential errors m regoonal of county level YO models from secondary 
procedures mstead of pnmary surveys Then results mmply that secondary models yield 
substantial errors when compared to pomary survey based models 





Grven that survey -based models are too time consumung and expensive. and conversion of a 
input-output has provided the best solution There are several hybnd-type approaches Among 
the most promising 1s the “mongre! mode!” ov the mixed survey/non-survey model suggested 
by Jensen (1980) Jensen suggested a two-step approach for development of a “mongre! 
model” First. a non-survey mput-output mode! = developed from a microcomputer preeram 
such as IMPLAN The second step involves the mserpon of supenor data obtained from 
surveys. other primary sources. or rehable sources There is a substitution of supenor data into 
the mode! and appropnate techmques are employed to balance the regoonal models 


The estimation error encountered with the secondary VO models do not necessanly anse from 
erram agricultural production functions of technology The problems arise from the 
aggregatice of those agncultural sectors Burchell. et al (1998) stated that even when county 
technology vanes widely from the nahon + average for one of more industnes, mode! accuracy 
magi not be sgnificantly affected due to mter-county trade These errors in technology are 
reduced through the use of regronai purchase coefficsents (RPC +) and margining techmques 
drscussed later 





















We use five basic steps to create I/O accounts from crop or livestock cost and return estimates: 
(1) gathering control (output) total and cost and return estimates pertinent to the study region, 
(2) converting from purchaser prices to producer prices using retail trade margin procedures, 
(3) allocating cost and return accounts to I/O sectors, (4) purging imports with IMPLAN 
regional purchase coefficients, and (5) updating a secondary model make matrix. 


After deciding which agricultural sectors will be included in the /O model, control totals must 
be gathered for those commodities. Control totals are merely values of production, 
employment, and income generated from each commodity. The values of production can be 
found using state agricultural statistics or the Department of Commerce's Census of 
Agriculture. These published values are based on statewide numbers and can be broken down 
to a county or regional values based on acreage in the county or production of that commodity 
within the county. The employment and income values are available from the Bureau of 
Economic Analysis’ Regional Economic Information System (REIS). They publish 
employment and income numbers for agricultural production in an aggregate format, so they 
must be proportioned based on employment in the cost and return estimates, ES202 state-level 
employment data, relative commodity output, or other methods available to the researcher. 


Next, cost and return estimates must be constructed for each of the agricultural sectors that 
control totals were compiled for. The cost and return estimate is the cornerstone of an accurate 
and precise I/O account (Table 1). The more detailed the cost and return estimates are the 
better the production function for the I/O sector will be. If more than one enterprise budget 
exists for a given commodity then the various costs and returns should be weighted by the 
amount of acreage of that crop in the study area. For example, if two cow-calf enterprise 
budgets exist for the same size of operation, one with a federal grazing lease and another 
without, weight the numbers in the budgets by the number of head relevant to each. Next, sum 
the various production items from the cost and returns to arrive at a localized and weighted 
production function for cow-calf operations in the region. For the sake of simplicity, transform 
the cost and return estimates into a single vector of production purchases and gross returns for 
the enterprise. 


To make the model more precise the retail trade sectors need to be converted from producer 
prices to purchaser prices. The producer price is the price paid for a commodity at the factory 
door. The purchaser price is the price paid for a commodity at a retail outlet which includes 
transportation costs, wholesale mark-up, retail mark-up, and producer price (Minnesota 
IMPLAN Group, 1997). The cost and return estimates contain purchaser prices for most of the 
purchased inputs and therefore all purchases from the retail sector need to be margined. A 
margin is the portion of a commodity’s value going to each appropriate producer such as the 
transportation cost, wholesaler mark-up and retail mark-up. There are different types of 
margins included with the IMPLAN software: household, government, and investment. The 
margins used in IMPLAN come from the United States Department of Commerce Summary 
Tape Files but there are other sources that may better represent rural retail businesses such as 
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Financial Studies of the Small Business by Financial Research Associates that is published 
yearly. Once the margin source is chosen, they must be applied to cach of the retail purchases 
made in the budget by multiplying the margins and the budget costs. Margining will make the 
V/O model more accurate in terms of the impact farm or ranch trade has on local retail 
businesses. 


When allocating costs to I/O accounts some of the cost and return items may be “lumped™ 
together and need to be separated into two or three different accounts. However, more detailed 


Source: Costs and Returns of Owyhee County, Idaho Cattle Ranches Rilby and Others - BLM 
Agreement 








Table 1. Input/Output Multipliers, Owyhee County, Idaho 1995 









































> tae Direct 

Demand (rstpet Empleoymest| Employment | Employment 

Type | Matupiier | T ype ff Mattigtier 

Type | Multiplier; Type! Multiplier | jebomii$ | chg Chg jobe/pod 
1.203929 1.154090 5.39 1.75 227 
1.246239 1 206364 49 200 249 
1.332003 1.268277 21.81 1.25 1.28 
1.429283 1.416769 33.63 1.25 1.29 
1.173699 1.173608 15.42 1.33 149 
1.201179 1.201004 16.93 1.37 1.51 
1.274380 1.274380 7% 2.15 246 
1.158004 1.158004 ao 1.S1 1.77 
1.181288 1.181288 1341 1.37 1.35 
1.028356 1.025783 399.50 101 104 
1.062385 1.061781 10.63 1.05 1.15 
1.122151 1.120753 13.17 1.22 128 
1.1324 1.106818 10.00 1.19 1.19 
1.154989 1.057792 9.76 1.22 1.29 
1 044106 | 044003 340 1.21 1.37 
1.133283 1.072360 10.28 1.18 1.30 
| 100669 1.093735 14.11 1.13 1.17 
1.06702! | 066887 53.48 1.02 1.05 
| 049840 1 049409 4.94 102 1.05 
| 082468 1.081763 26 01 1.05 1 08 
1.106730 | 099093 40.91 104 1.07 
1.106490 1 066156 11.08 1.15 1.20 
1.176252 1.175974 32.40 Lo 1.11 
1.149044 1.074122 32.54 1.10 1.13 
1.131691 1.112891 23.76 1.10 11 
1.045 1.045 3.40 1.20 1.35 




















Decisions outlined in the Owyhee RMP will be implemented over a pernod of ten to twenty years or 
more, depending on the availability of funding and personnel. The effects of implementation will be 
monstored and evaluated on a periodic basis over the life of the plan. Monitoring will be conducted to 
determine where problems exist with management activities, to evaluate management objectives as to 
whether or not they are being achieved, to assess the progress toward meeting the standards for rangeland 
health. and to recommend future acvons. If monitoring studies indicate that objectives are not being met 
or that progress 1s not being made toward meeting the standards for range! nd health, then management 
actions will be adjusted accordingly. 

Pnonties for monitoring allotments will be established. The methodology and intensity of study that 
is chosen for a particular allotment will be determined by the nature and severity of the resource conflicts 
that are present in that allotment. Monitoring studies are established and read on a regular basis. 
However, personnel, me and funding constraints limit the number of established studies and the 
frequency with which data is collected at established studies. 

Minimum monitoring standards have been adopted by the State of Idaho, BLM. All studies will be 
be revised to reflect any changes in minimum standards which may occur. 


Monitoring Methods 

The purposes of monitoring and assessment are to determine the effects of management actions on the 
public land resources including vegetation and water and to determine the effectiveness of on-the-ground 
provides qualitative and quantifiable data for the penodic review and evaluation of management 
objectives, and it provides data to identify and support needed management actions. 

Monitoring is generally conducted at key areas within each allotment. The key area is a relatively 
small portion of the rangeland selected based on its location, use or grazing value as the area on which to 
monitor the effects of grazing use. It is assumed that key areas, if properly selected, will reflect the 
overall acceptabilty of the current grazing management over the entire grazing unit (allotment or pasture). 
Each allotment or pasture may have several key areas. Additionally, there could be one key mangement 
area in the allotment or pasture which represents a single area within an allotment or pasture that 
‘nfluences or limits the management opportunties of the land surrounding it. Examples of potential key 
management areas include meadows and riparian zones. Each grazing unit, allotment or pasture, may 
have more than one key area, but it may have only one key management arca. 

methods must be suitable for the vegetation types, animal species or resource conditions 
that will be encountered. The capability of the methods to detect subtle changes due to management over 
short periods of time must be carefully considered. For monitoring data to be meaningful and useful over 
time, there must be consistency in the kinds of data that are collected and the manner in which they are 
collected. However, the need for changes in sampling may occasionally arise when problems are detected 
during a cursory review of the collected data, when analyzing and interpreting the data or when 
conducting an assessment or evaluation. Serious consideration must be given to the effect changes will 
have on the historical value of existing data prior to instituting such changes. 

The methods discussed here are the methods currently in use in the Owyhee RA. These methods are 
consistent with State Monitoring Guidance as outlined in Minimum Monitoring Standards for BLM- 
Administered Rangelands in Idaho and other documents and with Bureau Policy. These are subject to 
change as a result of revision in State or National Standards. Quantitative and qualitative assesment 
methods are included. 

















Ecological Site lnventory 

Ecological Site Inventory (ESI) is the basic inventory of present and potential vegetation on BLM 
objectives. Ecological sites are differentiated on the basis of significant differences in kind, proportion, or 
amount of plant species present in the plant community. Ecological site inventory utilizes soils, the existing 
plant community and ecological site descriptions (range sites) to determine the appropriate ecological site for 
a specific area of rangeland and to assign the appropriate ecological status. Ecological status is the present 
state of vegetation of a range site in relation to the potential natural community for that site. It is an 
expression of the relative degree to which the kinds, proportions and amounts of plants in a plant community 
resemble that of the potential natural plant community for the site. Inventory provides baseline data for seral 
stages and reinventory provides data on change and progress of change. 

Ecological site inventory has not been conducted in the Owyhee resource area. The basic inventory of 
the RA was conducted in 1977-1978 utilizing the Soil- Vegetation Inventory Method (SVIM) which is similar 
to ESI. 


Rangeland Health Assessment 

Qualitative assessments of rangeland health provide managers with information on site stability and 
biotic integrity. In the Qualitative Assessment Procedure, biotic and physical indicators are evaluated for the 
site and an appropriate descriptive category is selected for cach indicator to provide the observational rating 
measurement. The variety of indicators evaluated include cover by vegetation lifeform, ground cover, species 
abundance, physical environment indicators which assess soil and watershed stability including measures of 
soil moveme at and surface stability and biotic environment components such as diversity and structure of the 
community, presence of exotic plants, seed production and recruitment. Indicators can be added or deleted 
depending on site requirements. 

Evaluation of the site assessment is made relative to ecological reference areas, those areas in which 
ecological processes are functioning and which have resiliency to disturbance. Subsequent to the rating of 
the indicators, an evaluation of the site status is made based on the relative significance and rating for each 
individual indicator and their relative role at the site. This process provides a determination of the health 


status of the rangelands in a relatively rapid fashion. 


Vegetation Utilization 

Utilization data is collected to provide information concerning the percentage of forage that has been 
consumed or destroyed on an area of rangeland during a specific period of time and the grazing pattern on 
the allotment. Utilization data are important in evaluating the effects of grazing use on specific areas of 
rangeland and identifying areas of concentrated use. 

The methods used in the RA for measuring utilization in upland vegetation sites are the Key Forage 
Plant method, utilization pattern mapping, and Cole Browse transects. Utilization in the riparian zone is 
monitored with stubble height measurements. Utilization is generally expressed as a percentage of available 
forage weight or numbers of plants, twigs, etc., that have been consumed or destroyed, and is expressed in 
terms of the current year’s production removed. Utilization transects are generally conducted at key areas 
within the grazing allotment. These key areas are selected to reflect the general use pattern within the 
allotment or are areas where sensitive resources occur. 

The key forage plant method is an ocular estimate method of jud,: ization within one of six 
utilization classes on one or more key herbaceous and/or browse spe. « key forage plant transects are 
done at key areas using key forage species. Mapping utilization patier.. ©! ves traversing the allotment or 
pasture to determine the levels of use throughout the pasture. Utilization patiern mapping is utilized in 
conjunction with the key forage plant method to determine the level of utilization the pasture has received, to 


identify areas receiving an unacceptable level of use and to identify usable areas which are not receiving use. 
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The Cole browse method is utilized to monitor key browse species and is conducted at key areas. 
The primary species monitored in the Owyhee resource area is antelope bitterbrush. This method 
provides data on the level of utilization of the current years leader growth and on the age and form class 
of the shrubs. 

Grazing utilization in mparian zones is determined by measuring the height of key grasslike species 
along a transect and utilizing the median height to det:rraine an overall use level. 

Utilization is considered with actual use and climate data to determine resource use levels and to 
identify the need for advustments in management actions, adjustments in grazing use levels, and/or range 
IMprovement projects. 

Utilization is collected annually for grazed pastures with an emphasis on high priority allotments. 


Vegetation Trend 

Trend data are important in determining the effectiveness of on-the-ground management actions and 
indicate whether the rangeland is moving toward or away from its potential or from achieving specific 
management objectives and meeting the rangeland health standards. Trend refers to the direction of 
change and indicates whether rangeland vegetation is being maintained or is moving toward or away from 
the desired plant community or toward or away from other specific vegetation management objectives. 
Trends of rangeland may be judged by noting changes in composition, density, cover, production, vigor, 
age class, and frequency of the vegetation, and related parameters of other resources. 

The primary method utilized to monitor trend of the uplands in the RA is nested frequency. The 
indicator of trend monitored with this method is frequency of occurrence of plant species. The analysis is 
measuring the changes in the frequency of occurrence of a plant species over time. Close-up and general 
view photographs are included with this method. Supplementing the nested frequency trend sites are 
ground cover data and shrub density. 

The 3 x 3 photo plot method is also used to measure trend. This method includes taking a close-up 
photograph of a 3 x 3 foot plot and a general view photograph of the study site. Diagrams of plot 
vegetation are generally included with the 3 x 3 photo plots. 

Methods utilized to monitor trend of nparian habitats include greenline, cover board, cross-channel 
profiles and photo points. Greenlines are a line intercept method to identify riparian plant community 
types and monitor changes in the community type over time. Cover boards monitor changes in vertical 
coverage of shrub species along a transect. Cross channel profiles are used to monitor changes in the size 
and shape of the stream channel. Photo points are used to visually monitor changes in the riparian zone at 
permanently marked locations. General view photographs are included with all of these methods. 

Low-level, large-scale, color infra-red photography is also utilized to monitor trend of vegetation in 
riparian areas. Measurements can be made from the photos to determine the amount of riparian tree, 
shrub and herbaceous cover along the stream channels. Repeat photography 1s utilized to determine if 
changes in the amounts and types of cover have occurred over time. 

Trend data are collected on a regular periodic basis depending on the allotment priority. 

















Wiidilfe Monitoring 


Emphasis within the BLM's wildlife program 1s on habitat management and monitomng. Methods for 
However, selected wildlife populaton monstornng 1s also necessary to fully assess the impacts of ongoing 
management actons and allocatons. 

Primary emphasis for wildlife population monitoring 1s on special status species although limsted 
monitoring of some game and other nongame species is also conducted. As time. funding and 

* monitoring of special status raptor nests to determine occupancy and success (this is in 

addition to intensive monitoring of all nesting raptors within the Snake River Birds of 

Prey NCA). 

* annual mid-winter cagie counts to monitor wintenng populations of bald and golden cagies within 

* transects within long-billed curlew nesting habitat to determine the number of breeding pairs and 

the extent of occupied nesting habitats: 

* monitoring of sage grouse by counting the numbers of birds present at sage grouse leks cach 

spnng. 

* periodic spot counts and/or other breeding bird surveys to monitor density and diversity of 

neotropical migrants and other birds within selected habitats: 

* mist netting of bats to determine species composition and relative abundance: 

* periodic inspection of most other known special status species habitats to confirm continued 

species presence and extent of occupied habitat. 

¢ pellet group transects to determine the amount of wildlife use which is occuring in specific 
habstats or vegetavon communities. 

This monitoring is completed either by BLM biologists or others through vanous types of 
agreements with the IDF &G, universities and other groups and organizations having the required 
expertise. 

Monitoring of game species is primarily the responsibility of the IDF&G with the occasional 
assistance of BLM biologists. ht includes periodic serial and ground counts or surveys within important 
deer, elk, pronghorn antelope, bighorn sheep and upland game habitats, as well as the collection of 
harvest and population information at hunter check stations and through other types of hunter surveys. 

The IDF&G also maintains a database containing field observation information for most special 
status species through its Conservation Data Center. 


Wildiife monitoring 1s conducted on a regular basis as applicable for individual species. 








Actual Use 

Actual use monitoring provides information concerning the actual amount of grazing use 
occurring on an area of rangeland during a specific time period. It is a record of livestock use in each 
pasture of an allotment and represents forage consumed in terms of AUMs. Livestock actual use is 
provided by the permitices. Data is verified by field checks and occasional counts. The report includes 
livestock numbers, pasture usage. and turn-out and gathering dates 

Actual use is collected in all “T" and “M”™ allotments annually. 








Use Supervisien 
Effective use supervision with proper documentation 1s an integral part of all rangeland 
monstonng efforts. it includes not only tagging or counting Irvestock and observing distnbubon pafierns 
but also mspecting range improvements, observing apparent trend. growing condspons. wiidhife and wild 
horse populabons and movements. wildlife habitat. and watershed or mpanan condibons. 


Use supervision 1s conducted on a regular penodic basis depending on allotment pnonty. 


Estimated (se 

Estumated use by wild horses 1s derived from direct animal counts coaducted acnally and on-the- 
ground, and from extrapolation. One adult horse or one mare with foal are considered | ansmal unit. A 
foal 1s conssdered an amma unit when i 1s determined to be 6 months of age or older 

Estumated use 1s collected mm al! pastures in all of the wild horse herd management areas. 








Wild Horses 

be monstored with the health assessment. utilizabon, trend. actual use and estimated use studies 
previously discussed. Specific study sites for wild horses may he establissed. The movements of wild 
horses monstored include identifying and recording seasonal use areas (both summer and winter ). 
migratory routes, key use areas and crucia! areas as they relate to the distribunon of wild horses. 
Monitonng of the physical environment includes inventory of the physical components which may 
influence the wild horse population in a detrimental or ben‘: «al fashion. Examples include the presence 
or absence of fences. roads, trails, streams and springs. 

Data collected on population charactenstics of the wild horses include estimates of numbers and 
population dynamics. Population estimaics are the enumeration of the approximate number of animals 
_nhabiting a specific area. These estimates will be developed whenever wild horse populations are 
adjusted or when determining estimated use for a specific area. Direct counts will be used and may be 
esther total counts or a sampled coun: >f the census area. Other population charactenstics sampled in 
congunction with population estimates include recordation of color, animal condition and average band/ 
amimal size. Periodic observation of wild horses also provides population dynamuc information 
concerning the age class and sex ratio of animais in the herd area which can be used to determine 
productivity of the herd and recruitment of foals into the adult age class. 


Wild horses are monitored pernodically throughout the year depending on the attribute being 
monitored. 









Climate 

Climate studies provide a comparison of grazing season climatic conditions with long-term 
normals. Crop year (September-June) precipitation accounts for approximately 80 percent of the vanaton 
iM vegetation production in the Intermountain area. Climate data 1s collected at a number of locations in 
or around the Owyhee resource area including NWS weather stations, NRCS Snvwtel and snow marker 
sites, and BLM RAWS stations. (See Tables CLIM | and CLIM 2 for additional information concerning 
these stations ) 

Depending on the variable, climate data are collected on a daily, monthly and/or annual basis. 








Water Quality/Fish Habitat 

The goal of the RAs water quality monstorng program 15 to detect progress made toward (or sway 
from) meetung the obyectrves of the Clean Water Act and State of idaho's Anndegradanon Program. 
Elements monstored include fecal coliform. water temperature. water chemustry. sedimentation. 
macromventebrate Communsty. fish community components. and stream npanan habitat. 

Fecal coliform and water chemustry are monstored by direct sampling of the stream and subsequent 
water analyses. Water temperature 1s collected through the use of instantaneous readings or continuous 
recorders whach record numerous daily readings over a penod of nme Cobble embeddedness and Wolman 
peddle counts are uulized to monstor sedimentavon of the stream channel The fish communsty component 
ts monstored utilizing electrofishing equipment to sample species of fish present The stream npanan habitat 
1s monstored by collecting information on streambank stability and on npanan vegetabon Streambank 
stability 1s determuned by estimating the percent of the streambank surfaces in each of four stability classes. 
The greenhine method described carter 1s utilized for monstonng vegetabon change at the watcr edge Other 
components measured include age class of woody species. herbaceous npanan stubble herght and 
overstream Canopy coverage. Detailed descnpuons of methodologies can be found in Borse Distnct’s Water 
Quality Program Guide (1992). Additional information can also be found in Appendix WATR-2. 

Water quality data are collected on a regular basis as needed to monitor the impacts of management 
actions. 


Assesument and E valuation 

The analysis and interpretation of inventory and monitonng data are extremely important in the 
evaluaton ofmanagement actoons to determine thew progress in meeting resource management objectives 
outhned in the RMP and in the determinaton concerning the progress toward meeting the standards for 
rangeland health. This process must be carefully accomplished to determine if adjustments in grazing use 
and management actions are needed. and. if so, to what extent. 

The assessment or evaluation process involves complete review of the available monitoring and 
other data including any necessary analysis, interpretation or evaluation and review of the management 
objectives as well. In order for management actions to be monitored and progress to be evaluated. the 
obyectives must be measureable. and reasonably attainable within a reasonable umeframe_ In some cases. 
detection of a trend toward the desired value may be sufficient to justify continuation of the management 
practice being evaluated. especially on poor condition rangelands where vegetation objectives will be 
attainable only in the long-term. Progress in meeting the management objectives will be evaluated and 
recommendatons made for management changes or changes in monitonng techniques or other areas The 
assessment will provide the information necessary to make a determination if the standards for rangeland 
health are being acherved or if significant progress 1s being made toward meeting the standards. The detail 
and intensity of the assessment will be dependent on the complexity of the resource concerns in the 
allotment 

Assessments are conducted on a regular basis as determined by the implementation of prescnibed 
management actons. the grazing cycle length. allotment pnonties, funding. and the monstonng schedule. 








Range improvements are proposed to help reduce resource management conflicts and to 
The following standard procedures and design elements will be adhered to im constructing 
standardized over time to mitigate adverse impacts encountered dumng range improvement 
smatailes: 








¢ Preparation of a site-specific environmental assessment pnor to implementation of range 
improvernents will be required. Proposed range improvements may be modified or 
cannot be avoided or mitigated. 


* A wilderness inventory, required by FLPMA. has been completed in the resource area. All 
rangeland management activities in wilderness study areas will be consistent with the 
unless and until the area is removed from the study category (either designated or 
released by congress). Impacts will be assessed before implementing management 
activities to ensure that they meet the guidelines. 


* Every effort will be made to avoid adverse impacts on cultural resources. A cultural 
resources imventory will be completed on all areas prior to any decision to perform 
ground-disturbing activities. This will be part of the preplanning step of a project and the 
results will be analyzed in the environmental assessment addressing the acvon (BLM 
Manual 8100, Cultural Resources Management). If significant cultural values are 
identified, the project may be relocated, redesigned or abandoned. However, where that is 
not possible, the BLM would consult with the State Historic Preservation Officer and the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation in accordance with the Programmatic 
Memorandum of Agreement (PMOA) by and between the Bureau, the Council and the 
National Conference of State Historic Preservation Officers, dated January 14, 1980, 
which sets forth a procedure for developing appropriate mitigative measures, in 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (1966) as " 
implemented by 36 CFR Part 800. Management adherence to agreed upon mitigative , 
measures will be implemented in compliance with these regulations. ' 


¢ If a project might affect any listed threatened or endangered species or its critical habitat, 
consultation with the USFWS will be initiated (SO CFR 50 402: Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as amended). The project will be modified, relocated or abandoned in order to 
obtain a “no effect” determination. If a project may contribute to the need to list a 
Federal candidate or Bureau sensitive species, a technical assistance request will be made 
to the USFWS. 





* Surface disturbance at all project sites will be held to 2 minimum. Disturbed soil will be 
rehabiisated to blend into surrounding so: surfaces and reseeded as needed with a 
muxture of grasses. forbs and browse as applicable to replace ground cover and reduce soul 
loss from wind and water crosion. 


* Seeding will only be done to enhance and sustain multiple use values. Vegetation 
treatment projects will be designed using wregular patierns (untreated patches. mosaics. 
ic.) to provide optimum edge effect for visual qualixy and wildlife. Layout and design 
will be coordinated with local IDF&G trologist. 


* Seeding will be accomplished by use of the rangeland drill in most cases. Broadcast 
seeding will occur on small disturbed areas. rough terrain and rocky areas. Brush will be 
controlled prior to seeding. Some projects will have brush control only. Brush control 
methods could include burning. chaining. cutting and spraying. The method to be used 
for individual projects will be determined on a site-specific basis during project planning. 
Generally, areas containing neediegrasses of rabbrtbrush and areas with sandy sotls will 
not be burned. Seeding mixtures will be determined on a site-specific basis during 
project planning using past expenence and recommendations of appropriate state and 
local range and wildlife experts as needed. Anticipated increases in production through 
vegetation treatment projects will not be allocated until seedings are established and 
ready for use. All seedings will be deferred from livestock grazing for a minimum of two 
growing seasons to allow seeding establishment. Where deep furrow drills are used. 
slopes will be drilled on the contour to prevent soil erosion. 


* The seeding policy for the Owyhee Resource Area is as follows: Seedings to change 
vegetation composition may be used when they are the most efficient method to 
accomplish the resource objectives identified through the planning process. The sclection 
of the seeding area and the species to be seeded shall be based on a site-specific 
evaluation which considers ecological potential, technical and economuc feasibility, 
location of um@ue resources, plant diversity and cumulative impacts on the ecosystem. 
Adapted native species than can enhance vegetative diversity composition must be given 
consideration in species selecuion. To ensure establishment seedings must be protected 
for a mimumum of two growing seasons or until the vigorous seedlings produce thei first 
seed crop. Once established, seedings shall be properly managed and monitored to ensure 
that resource objectives are accomplished. 


¢ It is anticipated that the existing road and trail system will provide sufficient access for 
range improvement construction. If needed, unimproved trails and tracks will be created 
to reach construction sites. These trails will continue to be used for project maintenance. 


¢ It is assumed that normal maintenance such as replacement of pipeline sections, fence 
posts and retreatment of vegetation will occur. 
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¢ VRM procedures will be employed to munemuze adverse visual umpacts caused by the 
range improvement project 


Reservow construcon - Reservow development will involve construcnon of psts and dams to 
impound water for livestock and wildlife use. Pits will be im dry lake beds of other natural 
depressions. Dams will be constructed m dramages. Water storage capacity will range from | 
to 2 acre feet. Fill maternal. of seeded. will come from the umpoundment arca or a borrow arca 
for dams. Excavated material from pets will be piled adjacent to the pu. Top soul will be 
stockpiled and used to rehabulstate the borrow areas 


Wells - Wells will be cased with steel pepe and scaled with concrete to prevent cave-ins and 
comtammnaton All State of idaho water well dniling regulations will be adhered to. both in 
drilling and equipping. A safety devise will be installed on new powerline transformers to 
prevent electrocupon of raptors Metal storage tanks. painted to biend with the surrounding 
landscape. will be placed at cach well ste Generally. tanks will be enclosed and will measure 
15 to 30 feet im diameter and 6 to 12 feet in height. 


Springs - Spring development will mvolve digging or drilling to mtercept naturally occurnng 
water flow. installing perforated pype or concrete boxes to collect water and imstalling pypelines 
and water troughs. The spring source and trough overflow area will be fenced to prevent 
lrvestock grazing and trampling and to provide meadow habitat. A small waterhole will be 
developed inside the fenced overflow area for wildlife use Ramps, rocks or floet boards will 
be provided in all water troughs for birds and smal] mammiais to gain access to and escape from 
the water 


Pipelines - Pipelines will convey water from wells to areas that lack an adequate water supply. 
Generally. | to 2 inch diameter plastic pope will be burned with a pupe-laying devise consisting 
of a modified mpper tooth mounted on a tractor The pupe will normally be laid as deep as 
possible under ground but no deeper than %) inches Where obstructions protibat prpe bunal. 
the pepe will be lasd on the ground surface and covered with borrow soul Reservours will be 
constructed along the pypeline and fenced to exclude livestock This will provide wildlife water 
and serve as an emergency water supply im case of equipment faslure Water troughs will be 
mstalled approumately one per every mile along the prpelime Ramps. rocks or float boards 
will be provided mm all water troughs for burds and small mammiais to gain access to and escape 
from the water 





Fences and cattleguards - Fences shail be designed to prevent passage of livestock without 
mnpeding wildlife movement All fences will be constructed in accordance with Bureau 
Manual 1741. Fencelines will not be bladed of scraped. All fences will comply with VRM 


procedures Cattleguards or gates will be installed where fences cross cunsting roads 
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Prescribed burning - Prescribed burns will be conducted to reduce yumeper encroachment. to 
wmprove the ecological condspon of native plamt communes and to meet other resource 
sagebrush stands will be evaluated for burning Generally. no prescribed fires will be allowed 
m Clumax (old growth) yumeper sstes individual burns will be lemsted to 3.000 acres wath a 72 
howr mmterval between burns and will be coordmated with other activites impacting an quality 
to mect a quality standards. See Appendix FIRE-!. Prescribed Fire Managemen Pian. for 


Watershed Statehzapon Projects - Watershed statelizabon projects would be used to secure 
erodzng streambanks and prevent further crowon in ude slope gulbes The proyects would use 
unhumbed yunsper trees to line stream channels (attached by stee! cables). rack gatson dams. 
wooden planks or other matenals Drsturbances associated with rock gatnon dams would be 
mutigated by mpanan vegetabon regrowth and channel witabon im less than § years Junsper 
logs would become imbedded m streamsides within § to |0 years Once vegetaton is restored 
the affected stream channels would show an overall improvement attributed to the mcreased 
abundance and diveruty of mpanan vegetaon increasing npanan vegetabon could also 
mmprove the year long abundance of surface waters 





Wildiife Guzzlers - Wildlife guzziers would consist of an apron made of corrugated steel 
roofing matejal to mtercept ras water and a burned storage tank equipped with a ramp to 
permst access to water by garne berds and other small ammals Aprons would generally be 
about 200 to SOD square feet m size and would be pasted to biend with the surrounding 
landscape The guzziers would be fenced two exclude livestock. These guzziers would be 
constructed m lower elevation desert habitats where dependable water 1s scarce 
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